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Welcome to Explorica

by WorldStrides and
thank you for your
interest in student travel!

As a licensed tour operator, Explorica by WorldStrides is proud to be able to give your students the
opportunity of a lifetime! When your school travels with Explorica, classroom lessons come to life and
offer your students valuable exposure to the world outside of their hometown. It's an educational
adventure for all!

Before we begin, here’s a little more about us:

WorldStrides has over 55 years of experience partnering with teachers to create authentic, interactive,
and safe educational travel programs. We specialize in connecting teachers and students to new
cultures, languages, and people on specialized tours across the globe.

We believe we can create a better world by immersing every student within new cultural experiences
through travel. We aim to be the industry leader in educational travel, helping teachers and students
discover the wonders of the world through safe and reliable experiences.

Every Explorica by WorldStrides program includes round-trip flight or bus transportation,
accommodations, on-tour transportation, most meals and the services of an expert, full-time Tour
Director dedicated to your group. As a member of the WorldStrides family, we enjoy a global network of
more than 45 offices. And with our veteran Program Consultants, Customer Care Representatives, and
comprehensive, user-friendly website, we’re always here to support you.

WorldStrides has helped change the lives of 10 million+ students through our educational
experiences. Join us!

Happy travels!
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Hotels

When you travel with Explorica by WorldStrides, you stay in clean, safe, attractive hotels that provide
modern amenities and easy access to major attractions.

It is Explorica’s policy to accommodate students in hotels that prioritize safety and meet our “three
C” standards—clean, comfortable, and convenient. Upgraded hotels are available upon request.

The selection of our hotels is based on proximity to itinerary sights, comfort, quality, and safety.
Students are roomed in either triple or quad accommodations based on hotel availability.

Students have the option to upgrade to twin rooming for $45 per night. Paying adults (23 or older)
are roomed in twin/double accommodations and a $45 per night double/twin rooming supplement is
included in the adult total cost. Adults have the option to upgrade to a single room for an additional
$40 per night.

HOTEL SAMPLE SPECIFIC TO FLORENCE, ITALY

Hotel Le Due Fontane
Standard hotel

Hotel Description

“The Hotel is located in the historical and artistic center, in the most famous renaissance
square of Florence, 200 meters from the Cathedral.

It is in a neo-classic building, completely restructured, with 62 tastefully furnished rooms in
the Florentine "poor art" style; each room has a Mini-bar, air conditioning, satellite
Television and Internet Wi-Fi connection.

The hotel also has 2 garages and can provide a Shuttle service to the train station and
airport.”

Group Leader Evaluations
“We were right in the heart of Florence so we got to experience that city to a greater degree
than the others”

Meals

Explorica by WorldStrides provides breakfast and dinner daily on all tours, unless otherwise indicated on
your itinerary. We make sure all travelers have the opportunity to experience local cuisine, whether
that’s buttery lobster rolls in Boston or the best pizza in Rome.

Tour Director

Your Tour Director is responsible for organizing trip logistics. They will be with you from the beginning of
the tour until the end to oversee the arrangements for all transportation, meals, accommodations, and
sightseeing. Your Tour Director can also provide suggestions for your free time. Local guides are your
resource for detailed destination information.
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Health & Safety

All traveling participants on WorldStrides programs have the support of our 24/7 WorldAssist emergency
response team and access to Doctors on Call. Our exclusive relationship with The George Washington
University Medical Faculty Associates provides 24/7 access to medical care. Telehealth consultation with a
mental health professional is also available through our relationship with AXA Behavioral Health.

Being a WorldStrides Tour Director is an extremely competitive position. All of our Tour Directors come
highly recommended with at least five years of experience in the industry and are trained extensively on
our emergency procedures.

Explorica by WorldStrides has a $50 million Liability Insurance Policy and we can have your school
information printed on the certificate before traveling.

We are a member of USTOA: United States Tour Operators Association’s $1 Million Travelers Assistance
Program. As an Active Member of USTOA, Explorica, Inc. is required to post $1 million with USTOA to be
used to reimburse, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the USTOA Travelers Assistance
Program, the advance payments of Explorica, Inc. customers in the unlikely event of Explorica, Inc.
bankruptcy, insolvency or cessation of business. Further, the $1 million posted by Explorica, Inc. may be
sufficient to provide only a partial recovery of the advance payments received by Explorica, Inc. Complete
details of the USTOA Travelers Assistance Program may be obtained by writing to USTOA at 275 Madison
Avenue, Suite 2014, New York, New York 10016, by email to information@ustoa.com, or by visiting their
website at www.USTOA.com.

In addition to the USTOA, Explorica is affiliated with the following notable organizations: Student Youth
Travel Association (SYTA), National Tour Association (NTA), European Tour Operators Association
(ETOA), Better Business Bureau (BBB), International Air Transportation Association (IATA), World Youth
Student & Educational (WYSE) Travel Confederation, British Educational Travel Association (BETA).

Explorica also offers each traveler the option to purchase the Travel Protection Plan or the Travel
Protection Plan Plus.
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Liability policy

To Whom It May Concern,

We understand that many school officials have expressed concern about allowing their students to
travel. We want to assure you that the safety of the tour participants is Explorica’s number one priority
and that we have policies and procedures in place to protect the school, school district, teachers and
participants involved with this tour.

Explorica has a $50 million liability policy that protects third parties and tour participants (students,
teachers, chaperones) for injuries and damages resulting from Explorica’s negligence. We know that
school officials should not have to assume responsibility for the safety of their students while on tour.
Explorica has taken all precautions to best protect the students and other tour participants.

We of course share your concern for the students’ safety and peace of mind. Our optional Cancel for Any
Reason travel protection plan provides medical, baggage and cancellation insurance coverage for our
travelers. We also have a network of support staff in the United States as well as a 24-hour emergency
service for groups and their families. We offer additional peace of mind for parents and friends of our
travelers by providing an online Tour Diary that is updated with pictures and journal

entries by the Tour Director throughout the trip.

If you would like to discuss this matter further, we would be happy to speak with you at any time.
Please call us at 1.888.310.7120.

Sincerely,

Tim Sweeney

Chief Product Delivery Officer
Explorica by WorldStrides
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Payment Plans

FULL PAYMENT
Pay in full at time of enroliment.

MONTHLY AUTOMATED PLAN

Pay a $50 deposit, plus any travel protection plan fees, with a credit card or checking account upon
enrollment. The balance of the tour fee will be automatically charged to the card on file or debited from
the linked checking account in equal monthly installments until 35 days prior to departure.

Please note: all payments must be made by credit card, debit card or checking account. If two
consecutive payments are returned NSF or declined, payment plan will update automatically to the 4-
Step Manual Plan.

4-STEP MANUAL PLAN

Pay a $99 deposit upon enrollment. $500 toward the balance is due 30 days later. At 110 days prior to
departure, 75% of the balance is due. At 65 days prior to departure, the remainder of the balance is due.
Each payment must be made manually.

GENERAL PAYMENT INFORMATION

We accept MasterCard, Visa, ACH checking account payments, money orders and personal checks.
Monthly payment plans require the use of a credit card or ACH payment.

Please note: personal checks cannot be accepted within 75 days prior to departure. ACH payments
cannot be accepted within 65 days prior to departure.

Participants not enrolled in an automatic payment plan will receive email reminders of payments due
approximately two weeks in advance of the due date. Payment reminders are sent only through email.
Late payments are subject to an additional $50 fee. Participants that remain unpaid in full within 75 days
prior to departure, or who do not meet the conditions of their payment plan, will have their reservation
cancelled in keeping with our standard cancellation policy.

Payments rejected due to insufficient funds, returned to us by the bank—including bounced checks,
returned due to a stop-payment order, or that are otherwise in dispute are subject to an additional $35
non-refundable fee. We reserve the right to cancel reservations for any participant who does not meet
their contractually obligated payment schedule.
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Four out of every five Explorica by WorldStrides travelers protect their investment through our
partnership with Trip Mate, our third-party travel protection plan provider.

EXPLORICA’S TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN

Our standard travel protection plan provides coverage for participants experiencing:
» The injury, sickness, or death of a student or family member

* Documented theft of a passport or visa

» Flight cancellations due to strike or bad weather

» Loss of luggage and personal effects

» Medical expenses incurred while traveling

EXPLORICA’S TRAVEL PROTECTION PLAN PLUS

Along with the benefits provided by the standard plan, you have the option to upgrade to the Explorica
Travel Protection Plan Plus which includes our exclusive Cancel For Any Reason waiver. With Cancel
For Any Reason, participants that cancel their trip reservation for any reason not otherwise covered by
the protection plan will receive reimbursement for 75% of trip fees, excluding certain non-refundable fees,
provided:

1) Payment for this plan is received by Explorica within 14 days of the initial deposit/payment for the
trip; and
2) The trip is cancelled at least 2 days prior to the scheduled trip departure date.

This Cancel For Any Reason waiver does not cover penalties associated with any air or other travel
arrangements not provided by Explorica. This waiver is provided by Explorica and is not an insurance
benefit underwritten by United States Fire Insurance Company.
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Our protection plans also provide coverage for on-tour contingencies, including:

TRIP INTERRUPTION

Participants that have their Explorica by WorldStrides trip interrupted after departure due to a covered
reason (see previous slide for examples) can be reimbursed for unused travel arrangements as well as
the additional transport costs for participants either returning home or rejoining their group.

MISSED CONNECTION

Participants that are delayed from arriving at their scheduled destination by 3+ hours due to a covered
reason can receive reimbursement for unused travel arrangements as well as the additional transport
costs to join their group.

TRAVEL DELAY

Participants that experience significant travel delays (12+ hours) due to a covered reason will receive
reimbursement for additional accommodation, meal, and local transportation expenses.

MEDICAL EXPENSE/EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE

Participants that require medical assistance while traveling will have the cost of transportation to an
appropriate medical facility covered.

BAGGAGE & PERSONAL EFFECTS

Participants will receive reimbursement if their personal belongings or baggage are damaged, lost, or
stolen while traveling.

BAGGAGE DELAY

Participants that experience a significant baggage delay (24+ hours) can be reimbursed for the purchase
of necessities, including clothing and personal articles.
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PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS WAIVER

Participants that purchase a travel protection plan within 14 days of their initial deposit and/or trip
payment and who are not disabled from travel at the time of protection plan payment can waive the plan
exclusion for pre-existing conditions.

A Certificate of Coverage provides complete details of the travel protection plan, including conditions,
exclusions, and limitations is available on our website or at any time by request to our team.

The Explorica Travel Protection Plan benefits are administered by: Trip Mate, Inc. (In , dba Trip
Mate Insurance Agency), 9225 Ward Parkway, Suite 200, Kansas City, Missouri 64114; tel.
1.800.888.7292.

The Explorica Travel Protection Plan is underwritten by United States Fire Insurance Company,
Morristown, NJ.

The cost for Explorica’s Travel Protection Plan and Explorica’s Travel Protection Plan Plus is based
on your program's total price and provided at enroliment. The estimated cost for your program will be
provided in advance. This plan should be purchased at the time of enrollment. You have ten (10) days
from the date of purchase to review and cancel your plan for a full refund. After that period, the cost of
the plan is non-refundable.
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From Our Program Leaders

After every tour, Explorica by WorldStrides asks our Program Leaders to evaluate our overall pre-tour,
during tour, and post-tour performance as a company.

66

“l thought the whole process was terrific! The best way | think that one can judge how
successful the trip was is by how the students felt about the trip. Every one of our students
enjoyed the experience. We all felt the experience had a positive impact on us and something
that we will remember forever. Our Tour Director was beyond great. He attended to all our
needs and wanted nothing more than for our experience to be a positive one. The students
and adults all felt comfortable with him and he was always available to answer our questions
and take care of our needs. | believe Explorica hit a home run. I've used Explorica for the last
4 years and have found it to be very rewarding and professional. | plan to continue to use
Explorica in the future because | believe they are the best out there for the price.”

From Bradley E. — Lansing, KS

66

“I have been travelling with Explorica for several years and have been on a variety of tours
with this company. | would not travel with anyone else. | feel they work hard to give the
students the best experiences for the best value.”

From Nancy B. —Tower City, PA
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From Our Program Leaders

“The tour director and bus driver were fantastic!! The tour guide was extremely knowledgeable
of the sites and understanding of teenage quirks. Additionally, both he and the bus driver were
very accommodating to our needs and requests. The bus driver was great navigating the busy
streets of the cities and also a wealth of information! We hope to travel with Explorica again!”

From Jennifer B. — Chicago, IL

66

“Explorica did it again! Every trip is better than the last. We covered a lot of territory in a week.
The success to a good trip besides Explorica’s organization and support is excellent tour
guides. We had two of the best. This is a super adventure at an affordable price. It was very
easy to organize with the people at Explorica so accommodating and friendly.”

From Patty S. — Elk Point, SD
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Northern Italy &

France
June 25 - July 4, 2027

Discover the breathtaking beauty of
Venice and the architectural
masterpieces studding the Florentine
skyline, travel to the Cote d’Azur to
bask on the pristine beaches, and
head to Paris to experience the glitz

and glamour of France’s capital.




Northern Italy & France

ITINERARY

Day 1 Overnight Flight to Italy (Milan)

Day 2 Ciao Milan
> Meet your tour director, travel to Venice & check
into hotel: Dinner en route to Venice

Day 3 Venice

> Venice guided sightseeing tour: St. Mark’s
Square, St. Mark's Basilica, Doge's Palace
guided visit, Glass-blowing demonstration

Day 4 Venice--Florence

> Travel to Florence

> Verona tour director-led sightseeing: Piazza delle
Erbe, Romeo and Juliet balcony, Verona Arena

> Traditional Italian pizza dinner

Day 5 Florence

> Florence guided sightseeing tour: Palazzo
Vecchio, Piazza della Signoria, Chiesa di Santa
Croce, Ponte Vecchio, Duomo, Leather
Workshop, Gates of Paradise, Giotto’s Bell
Tower, Dante's House

> Optional Siena guided excursion $35: Piazza
del Campo, Palazzo Pubblico, Duomo, Church of
St Catherine, Fortezza Medicea

Day 6 Florence--Céte d'Azur
> Travel to Cote d'Azur via Pisa
> Baptistery visit

> Leaning Tower

Day 7 Céte d'Azur

> Monaco and Eze excursion: Prince’s Palace,
Parfumerie visit in Eze

> Nice tour director-led sightseeing: Vieux Nice,
Promenade des Anglais

Day 8 Coéte d'Azur--Paris

> Travel to Paris on the TGV (one of Europe’s
fastest train)

> Louvre Museum visit

> Paris city walk

> Tle de la Cité, Notre-Dame Cathedral, fle St.
Louis, Latin Quarter

> Dinner in Latin Quarter

Day 9 Paris

> Paris guided sightseeing tour

> Arc de Triomphe, Champs Elysées, Eiffel Tower,
Les Invalides, Opera House

> Optional Versailles guided excursion (pre-book
only) $80

> State Apartments, Hall of Mirrors, Gardens of
Versailles

> Seine River cruise

> Dinner

Day 10 Flight home from Paris

14



Northern Italy &
France

TOUR INVESTMENT:

Travelers under 23 years $4,876.00*
Travelers 23 and above $5,361.00*
*Sign up by 9/22/25 and use voucher code
2027EarlySavings to receive this
discounted price!

TOUR INCLUDES:

> Round-trip airfare

> 8 overnight stays (10 with extension) in hotels
with private bathrooms

> Full European breakfast daily

> Dinner daily

> Full-time services of a professional tour
director

> Guided sightseeing tours and city walks as
per itinerary

> Visits to select attractions as per itinerary

> Guided sightseeing tours with high-tech
headset as per itinerary

> Tour Diary™

> Local Guide and Local Bus Driver tips; see
note regarding other important tips

> Note: On arrival day only dinner is provided;
on departure day, only breakfast is provided

> Note: Tour cost does not include airline-
imposed baggage fees, or fees for any
required passport or visa. Optional
excursions, optional pre-paid Tour Director
and multi-day bus driver tipping, among other
individual and group customizations will be
listed as separate line items in the total trip
cost, if included.




Supporting documents

This school board packet should be submitted with the following supporting documents:

O Official price quote

O Student application

U Student/parent agreement & release form
U Explorica’s terms & conditions
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WorldStrides has over 55 years of experience as the global leader in
educational travel, both in the U.S. and abroad. Accredited by regional
and national educational certifying bodies since 1996, our portfolio of
transformative programs offers life-changing moments for everyone—
students, parents, and educators alike.

Web: explorica.com
Phone: 1.888.310.7120

701 E. Water Street, Suite 200

Charlottesville, VA 22902 ©2025 Worldstrides, Inc. All Rights Reserved. EXP-2025-855600
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