Stephenville ISD Code of Conduct
Updates 2017-2018

School District Authority and Jurisdiction

Unauthorized Persons

In accordance with Education Code 37.105, a school administrator, school resource officer (SRO), or
district police officer shall have the authority to refuse entry or eject a person from district property if the
person refuses to leave peaceably on request and:0)

1. The person poses a substantial risk of harm to any person; or

2. The person behaves in a manner that is inappropriate for a school setting, and the person persists in
the behavior after being given a verbal warning that the behavior is inappropriate and may result in
refusal of entry or ejection.

Appeals regarding refusal of entry or ejection from district property may be filed in accordance with
FNG(LOCAL) or GF(LOCAL), as appropriate.

Out of School Suspension
Misconduct
The district shall not use out-of-school suspension for students in grade 2 or below unless the conduct
meets the requirements established in law.
A student in grade 2 or below shall not be placed in out-of-school suspension unless, while on school
property or while attending a school-sponsored or school-related activity on or off school property, the
student engages in:

Conduct that contains the elements of a weapons offense, as provided in Penal Code Section 46.02 or
46.05;

Conduct that contains the elements of assault, sexual assault, aggravated assault, or aggravated sexual
assault, as provided by the Penal Code; or

Selling, giving, or delivering to another person or possessing, using, or being under the influence of
any amount of marijuana, an alcoholic beverage, or a controlled substance or dangerous drug as defined
by federal or state law.
The district shall use a positive behavior program as a disciplinary alternative for students in grade 2 or
below who commit general conduct violations instead of suspension or placement in a DAEP. The
program shall meet the requirements of law.

New Additions throughout the Code of Conduct

Breach of Computer Security includes knowingly accessing a computer, computer network, or
computer system without the effective consent of the owner as defined in Texas Penal Code 33.02, if the
conduct involves accessing a computer, computer network, or computer system owned by or operated on
behalf of a school district; and the student knowingly alters, damages, or deletes school district property
or information; or commits a breach of any other computer, computer network, or computer system.



Bullying is defined in Section 37.0832 of the Education Code as a single significant act or a pattern of
acts by one or more students directed at another student that exploits an imbalance of power and involves
engaging in written or verbal expression, expression through electronic means, or physical conduct that:
1. Has the effect or will have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a student’s
property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or of damage to the
student’s property;

2. Is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive enough that the action or threat creates an
intimidating, threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student;

3. Materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or the orderly operation of a
classroom or school; or

4, Infringes on the rights of the victim at school.

Bullying includes cyberbullying. (See below) This state law on bullying prevention applies to:

1. Bullying that occurs on or is delivered to school property or to the site of a school-sponsored or
school-related activity on or off school property;

2. Bullying that occurs on a publicly or privately owned school bus or vehicle being used for
transportation of students to or from school or a school-sponsored or school-related activity; and

3. Cyberbullying that occurs off school property or outside of a school-sponsored or school-related
activity if the cyberbullying interferes with a student’s educational opportunities or substantially disrupts
the orderly operation of a classroom, school, or school-sponsored or school-related activity.

Cyberbullying is defined by Section 37.0832 of the Education Code as bullying that is done through the
use of any electronic communication device, including through the use of a cellular or other type of
telephone, a computer, a camera, electronic mail, instant messaging, text messaging, a social media
application, an Internet website, or any other Internet-based communication tool.

Improvised explosive device is defined by Texas Penal Code 46.01 as a completed and operational bomb
designed to cause serious bodily injury, death, or substantial property damage that is fabricated in an
improvised manner using nonmilitary components.

Indecent exposure is defined by Texas Penal Code 21.08 as an offense that occurs when a person
exposes his or her anus or any part of his or her genitals with intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire
of any person, and is reckless about whether another is present who will be offended or alarmed by the
act.

Intimate visual material is defined by Texas Civil Practices and Remedies Code 98B.001 and Texas
Penal Code 21.16 as visual material that depicts a person with the person’s intimate parts exposed or
engaged in sexual conduct. “Visual material” means any film, photograph, videotape, negative, or slide of
any photographic reproduction or any other physical medium that allows an image to be displayed on a
computer or other video screen and any image transmitted to a computer or other video screen.

Location-restricted knife is defined by Texas Penal Code 46.01 as a knife with a blade over five and
one-half inches.0) (use to be called Illegal knife)



