




What Is Work-Based Learning?
 Work-Based Learning is formalized learning with instruction occurring 

at the school and a community-based setting. Work-Based Learning is a 
collaborative among a student, her/his parent(s), a business, and the 
school that engages students in real-world activities. Because the school is 
involved in this partnership and learning is clearly defined, students earn 
school credit for this supervised experience. The formalized activity 
involves an appropriately licensed teacher who closely supervises the 
worksite activities and is responsible for all the paperwork associated with 
this experience (training plans, agreements, safety training, seminar class, 
evaluations, recordkeeping, etc.). The experience provides students with 
opportunities to build career awareness, explore careers, and develop 
critical thinking skills and problem solving skills. Schools collect general 
education revenue for the credit hours that students spend in the program, 
including school hours that the student spends in the worksite.   

--Minnesota Department of Education



Why Work-Based Learning?



It Supports College and Career 
Readiness



It’s Hands-On, Real-World Learning



It Creates a Career Ladder of 
Opportunity for Our Students



Research/Knowledge Base
• Feedback and insight from our business 

community partners: What do our students 
need to know to flourish in the 21st Century 
world of work?

• Wide reading of published Work-Based 
Learning research

• Site visits (for example, Marshall High School)



Work-Based Learning
Pilot Proposal and Structure

• An opportunity beginning in Fall 2016 for qualifying 
seniors and juniors

• Work-Based Learning experience lasts one semester (18 
weeks)

• Program includes a classroom component with a 
corresponding articulated curriculum, one day a week

• Students work during their 4th block—and beyond, if 
desired and if schedules permit

• Students apply for the experience, undergo an interview 
process, and are selected if deemed suitable




