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Note: This policy addresses the prohibition against discrimina-
tion in hiring and discharging employees. For legally ref-
erenced material relating to prohibited discrimination,
harassment, and retaliation with respect to compensa-
tion, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment, see
DIA(LEGAL).

It is an unlawful employment practice for a district to fail or refuse
to hire or to discharge any individual because of such individual’s:

1. Race, color, or national origin;

2 Religion;

3. Sex;

4, Age;

5. Disability; or

6. Genetic information [see DAB].

Section 1981 of the Civil Rights Act of 1866 (Section 1981)—race.
42 U.S.C. 1981

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VIl)—race, color, reli-
gion, sex, and national origin. 42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA)—age, over
40. 29 U.S.C. 621 et seq.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504)—disa-
bility in programs receiving federal funds. 29 U.S.C. 794

Title | of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)—disabil-
ity. 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.

Title 1l of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008
(GINA)—genetic information. 42 U.S.C. 2000ff et seq.

Note: Title VII, the ADA, and GINA do not apply to employers
unless the employer has 15 or more employees for each
working day in each of 20 or more calendar weeks in the
current or preceding calendar year. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(b),
42 U.S.C. 12111(5); 42 U.S.C. 2000ff(2)(B)

Texas Commission on Human Rights Act (TCHRA)—race, color,
disability, religion, sex, national origin, age, and genetic infor-
mation. Labor Code 21.051, .402
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State policy on employment of persons with disabilities. Human
Resources Code 121.003(f)

Title VII proscribes employment practices that are overtly discrimi-
natory (disparate treatment), as well as those that are fair in form
but discriminatory in practice (disparate impact). Wards Cove
Packing Co. v. Atonio, 490 U.S. 642 (1989)

Disparate treatment (intentional discrimination) occurs when mem-
bers of a protected group have been denied the same employ-
ment, promotion, membership, or other employment opportunities
as have been available to other employees or applicants. 29 C.FR.
1607.11

Disparate impact occurs when an employer uses a particular em-
ployment practice that causes a disparate (disproportionate) im-
pact on a protected group and the employer fails to demonstrate
that the challenged practice is job-related and consistent with busi-
ness necessity. 42 U.S.C. 2000e-2(k)(1)(A); Labor Code 21.115,
122

A district may take employment actions based on religion, sex, na-
tional origin, or age in those certain instances where religion, sex,

national origin, or age is a bona fide occupational qualification. 42
U.S.C. 2000e-2(e); 29 U.S.C. 623(f); Labor Code 21.119

A district may not discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment because the employee or applicant has opposed
any unlawful, discriminatory employment practices or participated
in the investigation of any complaint related to an unlawful, discrim-
inatory employment practice. 29 U.S.C. 623(d) (ADEA); 42 U.S.C.
2000e-3(a) (Title ViI); 42 U.S.C. 12203 (ADA),; Labor Code 21.055
[See DIA]

A district shall post in conspicuous places upon its premises a no-
tice setting forth the information the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission deems appropriate to effectuate the purposes of the
anti-discrimination laws. 29 U.S.C. 627; 42 U.S.C. 2000e-10

A district that employs 15 or more persons shall take appropriate
steps to notify applicants and employees, including those with im-
paired vision or hearing, that it does not discriminate on the basis
of disability.

The notice shall state:

1. That the district does not discriminate in employment in its
programs and activities; and

2. The identity of the district's 504 coordinator.
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Methods of notification may include:
1. Posting of notices;
2.  Publication in newspapers and magazines;
3. Placing notices in district publications; and
4. Distributing memoranda or other written communications.
If a district publishes or uses recruitment materials containing gen-
eral information that it makes available to applicants or employees,
it shall include in those materials a statement of its nondiscrimina-
tion policy.
34 C.FR. 104.8

Employment A district shall not print or publish any notice or advertisement relat-
Postings ing to district employment that indicates any preference, limitation,

specification, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
disability, or national origin, unless the characteristic is a bona fide
occupational qualification. 42 U.S.C. 2000e-3(b); Labor Code
21.059

Religious The prohibition against discrimination on the basis of religion in-

Discrimination

Unlawful Inquiry into
Religious Affiliation

Sex Discrimination
Pregnancy
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cludes all aspects of religious observances and practice, as well as
religious belief, unless a district demonstrates that it is unable to
reasonably accommodate an employee’s or prospective em-
ployee’s religious observance or practice without undue hardship
to the district's business. “Undue hardship” means more than a de
minimus (minimal) cost. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(j); 29 C.F.R. 1605.2; La-
bor Code 21.108

A person employed or maintained to obtain or aid in obtaining posi-
tions for public school employees may not directly or indirectly ask
about, orally or in writing, the religion or religious affiliation of any-
one applying for employment in a public school of this state. A vio-
lation of this provision is a Class B misdemeanor. A person who vi-
olates this provision is subject to civil penalties. Education Code
22.901

The prohibition against discrimination because of sex includes dis-
crimination on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical
conditions. A district shall treat women affected by pregnancy,
childbirth, or related medical conditions the same as other employ-
ees for all employment-related purposes, including receipt of bene-
fits under fringe benefit programs. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(k); 29 C.ER.
1604.10; Labor Code 21.106
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The prohibition against discrimination because of sex includes dis-
crimination on the basis of an individual being gay or transgender.
Bostock v. Clayton County, Georgia, 17-1618, 2020 WL 3146686,

(U.S. June 15, 2020)

A district may not evaluate employees by assuming or insisting that
they match the stereotype associated with their group. Price Water-
house v. Hopkins, 490 U.S. 228 (1989)

The prohibition against discrimination on the basis of age applies
only to discrimination against an individual 40 years of age or older.
29 U.S.C. 631; Labor Code 21.101

A district may take an employment action on the basis of age pur-
suant to a bona fide seniority system or a bona fide employee ben-
efit plan. However, a bona fide employee benefit plan shall not ex-
cuse the failure to hire any individual and no such benéfit plan shall
require or permit the involuntary retirement of any individual be-
cause of age. 29 U.S.C. 623(f); Labor Code 21.102

A district may not discriminate against a qualified individual on the
basis of disability in job application procedures, hiring, advance-
ment, or discharge of employees, compensation, job training, and
other terms, conditions, and privileges of employment. 42 U.S.C.
12112(a); 29 C.F.R. 1630.4(b); Labor Code 21.051

In addition, each district that receives assistance under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) must make positive ef-
forts to employ, and advance in employment, qualified individuals
with disabilities in programs assisted by the IDEA. 34 C.FR.
300.177(b)

[See DIA]

A district shall not deny initial employment, reemployment, reten-
tion in employment, promotion, or any benefit of employment on
the basis of membership in a uniformed service, performance in a
uniformed service, application for uniformed service, or obligation
to a uniformed service. A district shall not take adverse employ-
ment action or discriminate against any person who takes action to
enforce protections afforded by the Uniformed Services Employ-
ment and Re-employment Rights Act (USERRA). 38 U.S.C. 4311
[See also DECB]

A district may not deny employment to, terminate the employment
of, or discriminate with respect to employment against, a person
that is or has been a debtor under federal bankruptcy laws, solely
because the bankrupt or debtor is or has been a debtor under fed-
eral bankruptcy laws; was insolvent before the commencement of
a bankruptcy case or during the case but before the debtor was
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granted or denied a discharge; or has not paid a debt that is dis-
chargeable in the bankruptcy case or that was discharged under
the bankruptcy laws. 77 U.S.C. 525(a)

A district that issues a license may not take disciplinary action
against a person based on the person’s default on a student loan
or breach of a student loan repayment contract or scholarship con-
tract including by:

1.  Denying the person’s application for a license or license re-
newal;

2. Suspending the person'’s license; or
3. Taking other disciplinary action against the person.

Occupations Code 56.001, .003
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As a condition of receiving assistance under Title |, Part A of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) (20 U.S.C. 6301 et
seq.), a district shall, at the beginning of each school year, notify
the parents of each student attending any school receiving such
funds that the parents may request, and the district shall provide
the parents on request (and in a timely manner), information re-
garding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom
teachers, including, at a minimum, the following:

1.  Whether the student's teacher:

a. Has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the
grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher pro-
vides instruction;

b. Isteaching under emergency or other provisional status
through which state qualification or licensing criteria
have been waived; and

c. Isteaching in the field of discipline of the certification of
the teacher.

2. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals
and, if so, their qualifications.

20 U.S.C. 6312(e)(1)(A)

A school that receives such federal funds shall also provide to each
individual parent of a child who is a student in such school, with re-
spect to such student, timely notice that the student has been as-
signed, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by,
a teacher who does not meet applicable state certification or licen-
sure requirements at the grade level and subject area in which the
teacher has been assigned. 20 U.S.C. 6312(e)(1)(B)(ii)

If a district assigns an inappropriately certified or uncertified
teacher (as defined below) to the same classroom for more than 30
consecutive instructional days during the same school year, it shall
provide written notice of the assignment to the parents or guardi-
ans of each student in that classroom.

A superintendent shall provide the notice not later than the 30th
instructional day after the date of the assignment of the
inappropriately certified or uncertified teacher. A district shall make
a good-faith effort to ensure that the notice is provided in a bilingual
form to any parent or guardian whose primary language is not
English. A district shall retain a copy of the notice and make
information relating to teacher certification available to the public
on request.
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An “inappropriately certified or uncertified teacher” includes an indi-
vidual serving on an emergency certificate or an individual who
does not hold any certificate or permit. It does not include an indi-
vidual who is:

1. Certified and assigned to teach a class or classes outside his
or her area of certification, as determined by State Board for
Educator Certification (SBEC) rules specifying the certificate
required for an assignment;

2. Serving on a certificate issued due to a hearing impairment;

3. Serving on a certificate issued pursuant to enroliment in an
approved alternative certification program;

4. Certified by another state or country and serving on a certifi-
cate issued under Education Code 21.052;

5. Serving on a school district teaching permit; or

6. Employed under a waiver granted by the commissioner of ed-
ucation.

The state notice requirement does not apply if a school is required
in accordance with Section 1006, Every Student Succeeds Act [20
U.S.C. Section 6312(e)(1)(B)ii)], to provide notice to a parent or
guardian regarding a teacher who does not meet certification re-
quirements at the grade level and subject area in which the teacher
is assigned, provided the school provides notice as required by
that Act. [See Federally Required Notice—Lack of Credentials,
above]

Education Code 21.057; 19 TAC 231.1

A person may not be employed as a teacher, teacher intern or
teacher trainee, librarian, educational aide, administrator, educa-
tional diagnostician, or school counselor by a district unless the
person holds an appropriate certificate or permit. A person who de-
sires to teach shall present the person'’s certificate for filing with a
district before the person’s contract with a board is binding.

A person is not required to hold a certificate under Education Code
21.0487 to be employed by a district as a Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps instructor.

An educator who does not hold a valid certificate may not be paid
for teaching or work done before the effective date of issuance of a
valid certificate.

Education Code 21.003(a), .0487(d), .053(a)—(b)
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occupational therapist, physical therapist, physician, nurse, school
psychologist, associate school psychologist, licensed professional
counselor, marriage and family therapist, social worker, or speech
language pathologist unless the person is licensed by the state
agency that licenses that profession. A person may perform
specific services within those professions for a district only if the
person holds the appropriate credentials from the appropriate state
agency.

A person employed by a district before September 1, 2011, to per-
form marriage and family therapy is not required to hold a license
as a marriage and family therapist as long as the person remains
employed by the district.

Education Code 21.003(b)

A district may issue a school district teaching permit and employ as
a teacher a person who does not hold a teaching certificate issued
by SBEC. To be eligible for a school district teaching permit, a per-
son must hold a baccalaureate degree. Education Code
21.055(a)-(b)

Promptly after employing a person under a school district permit, a
district shall send a written statement to the commissioner. This
statement must identify the person, the person’s qualifications as a
teacher, and the subject or class the person will teach. The person
may teach the subject or class pending action by the
commissioner.

Not later than the 30th day after the commissioner receives a dis-
trict's statement, the commissioner may inform the district that the
person is not qualified to teach. The person may not teach if the
commissioner finds that the person is not qualified. If the commis-
sioner fails to act before the 30th day after receiving the statement,
a district may issue the school district teaching permit and the per-
son may teach the subject or class identified in the statement sent
to the commissioner.

Education Code 21.055(c)—(d)

The following requirements do not apply to a person who will teach
only noncore academic career and technical education courses:

1.  The requirement to hold a baccalaureate degree;

2. The requirement that the district send a written statement to
the commissioner identifying the person, the person’s qualifi-
cations as a teacher, and the subject or class the person will
teach; and
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3. The requirement that the commissioner inform the district in
writing if the commissioner finds the person to be not qualified
to teach.

A board may issue a school district teaching permit to a person
who will teach courses only in career and technical education
based on qualifications certified by the superintendent. Qualifica-
tions must include demonstrated subject matter expertise such as
professional work experience, formal training and education, hold-
ing an active professional relevant industry license, certification, or
registration, or any combination of work experience, training and
education, or industry license, certification, or registration, in the
subject matter to be taught.

The superintendent shall certify to the board that a new employee
has undergone a criminal background check and is capable of
proper classroom management. A district shall require a new em-
ployee to obtain at least 20 hours of classroom management train-
ing and to comply with continuing education requirements as deter-
mined by the board.

A person may teach a career and technical education course im-
mediately upon issuance of a permit. Promptly after employing a
person who qualifies under Education Code 21.055(d-1), the board
shall send to the commissioner a written statement identifying the
person, the course the person will teach, and the person’s qualifi-
cations to teach the course.

Education Code 21.055(d-1)

A school district teaching permit remains valid unless the district is-
suing the permit revokes it for cause. A person authorized to teach
under a school district teaching permit issued by a particular district
may not teach in another school district unless that other district
complies with the permit-issuing provisions. Education Code
21.055(e)

Emergency permits are issued under the authority of SBEC. 79
TAC 230.71(a)

A superintendent or designee who cannot secure an appropriately
certified and qualified individual to fill a vacant position may acti-
vate an emergency permit for an individual who does not have one
of the appropriate credentials for the assignment, as specified in 19
Administrative Code Chapter 231 (Requirements for Public School
Personnel Assignments).

In order to activate an emergency permit, the superintendent or de-
signee must:
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Document locally the efforts the district has taken to employ
an appropriately certified individual in the position for which
an emergency permit is activated;

Apply for an emergency permit when a vacant position is filled
with an uncertified or inappropriately certified individual who
will serve as the teacher of record or will serve in the assign-
ment for more than 30 consecutive instructional days. The ap-
plication must be submitted to the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) within 45 instructional days of the date of assignment;

Verify that the district maintains a support system, has as-
signed a trained mentor, and will provide release time as
needed to assist the individual serving on an emergency per-
mit. However, a district shall not be required to provide a men-
tor for a degreed, certified teacher assigned on an emergency
permit if the teacher has one or more creditable years’ experi-
ence within the district, as defined at 19 Administrative Code
Chapter 153, Subchapter CC; and

Verify that the individual for whom the emergency permit is
activated has been advised of the SBEC rules regarding per-
mits and permit renewal requirements in 19 Administrative
Code Chapter 230, Subchapter F.

19 TAC 230.71(d)

A district is not required to activate an emergency permit if an un-
certified individual is assigned for a certified teacher who will be
absent for more than 30 consecutive instructional days due to doc-
umented health-related reasons and has expressed the intention to
return to the assignment. A district must, however, comply with the
parent notification requirements above. 19 TAC 230.71(i)

An individual for whom an emergency permit is activated must
meet the following criteria:

L

The individual must hold a bachelor's degree or higher from
an accredited institution of higher education. [See 19 Adminis-
trative Code 230.75(1) for career and technical and trade and
industrial education assignments.]

The individual must be at least 18 years of age.

The individual must be able to communicate and understand
the English language sufficiently to use it easily and readily in
daily communication and teaching, as specified in 19 Adminis-
trative Code 230.11 (General Requirements).
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4.  The individual must be of good moral character. SBEC may
refuse to authorize an emergency permit for an individual, ap-
plying the same standards that would be applied to the ad-
ministrative denial of an applicant for certification under 19
Administrative Code 249.12 (Administrative Denial; Appeal).
5.  The individual must submit fingerprints in accordance with 19
Administrative Code 232.35(c) (Submission of Required Infor-
mation) and Education Code 22.0831. [See DBAA]
19 TAC 230.75
Specific An individual for whom an emergency permit is activated must:

Requirements for

Have completed the appropriate semester credit hours or

Initial Permits ; : _

equivalent contact hours required for the emergency permit
sought as specified in 19 Administrative Code 230.77, or, for a
degreed, certified teacher, have passed the appropriate con-
tent specialization portions of the appropriate certification ex-
amination required for the target certificate; and

2. Have satisfied the appropriate experience requirement speci-
fied in 19 Administrative Code 230.77 for the emergency per-
mit sought.

19 TAC 230.77(a)

SBEC rules provide requirements for the following assignments:

1. Elementary grades (early childhood—grade 6) (general educa-
tion).

2. Secondary grades (grades 7—12) (general education).

3.  All grade levels (early childhood—grade 12) (general educa-
tion).

4. Career and technical education programs.

5. Special populations, such as English language learners
(ELLs) and students with special learning needs.

6. Other instructional and support personnel, such as school
counselor, educational diagnostician, school librarian, and
JROTC instructor.

19 TAC 230.77 (b)—(g)

Hardsh_ip An emergency permit may be authorized on a hardship basis for
EXxception an individual who does not meet all eligibility requirements only if

approval has been granted and email notification received from
TEA staff. The district must:

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
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1.  Document local conditions requiring the assignment of an in-
dividual who does not meet emergency permit requirements;

2.  Verify that the deficiencies for the certificate sought do not ex-
ceed 36 semester credit hours; and

3. Verify:

a. That the individual will be enrolled in the first available
course listed on the certification plan; or

b. Registration for the next available administration of the
appropriate content specialization portion of the certifica-
tion examination for an individual who holds a valid
Texas classroom teaching certificate and a bachelor’s
degree or higher from an accredited institution of higher
education and is placed in an assignment requiring a dif-
ferent classroom teaching certificate.

19 TAC 230.71(h)

Candidates who hold an intern certificate under the provisions of
19 Administrative Code 230.36 (Intern Certificates) or a probation-
ary certificate under 19 Administrative Code 230.37 (Probationary
Certificates) may be employed on an emergency permit during the
validity of the intern certificate or probationary certificate, if the
emergency permit is being issued in a certificate area not available
through the educator preparation program that provided recom-
mendation for the intern certificate or probationary certificate. 79
TAC 230.71())

The superintendent or his or her designee or authorized repre-
sentative must verify the individual's eligibility for the emergency
permit [see General Eligibility Requirements and Specific Require-
ments for Initial Permits, above] and submit online to TEA the fol-
lowing information within 45 instructional days of assignment.

For all assignments (except career and technical education assign-
ments based on skill and experience):

1.  Acompleted online emergency permit application;
2. One of the following:

a. Acertification plan from an approved Texas educator
preparation program (EPP); or

b. Verification of registration for an appropriate certification
examination for a teacher that is already certified; and

3. The appropriate fee (payable by the school district).
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For career and technical education assignments based on skill and

experience:

1. A completed online emergency permit application;

2. Acopy of the individual's statement of qualifications, approved
by the certification officer of a Texas EPP;

3. Acceptable license, registration, or certification by a state-au-
thorized or nationally recognized agency in an occupational
area appropriate for the assignment;

4.  Acertification plan from an approved Texas EPP for the ca-
reer and technical education certificate appropriate for the as-
signment; and

5. The appropriate fee (payable by the school district).

19 TAC 230.79

Validity of The validity date of an activated and authorized emergency permit

Emergency Permit is specified in 19 Administrative Code 230.97 (Effective Dates of
Certificates and Permit Issuance).

An emergency permit is valid for the remainder of the school year
for which it is activated and authorized by SBEC. The emergency
permit must be submitted to TEA within 45 instructional days from
the date of assignment. A permit authorized by SBEC is valid for
service only in the requesting district and only for the assignments
indicated on the emergency permit application.

Effective with the 2017—-18 school year, the employment of an indi-
vidual on an emergency permit, with the exception of the assign-
ment as a JROTC instructor or a teacher of students with visual im-
pairments may not exceed one school year in the same
assignment. [See One-Year Limitation, below]

Prior to the 2017-18 school year, the individual may serve in a
specific assignment no more than one additional school year be-
yond the initial emergency permit. To continue beyond the initial
emergency permit year, the individual must comply with the re-
newal provisions specified in 19 Administrative Code 230.81. [See
Renewal Requirements and Procedures, below]

Effective with the 2017-18 school year, to continue employment in
the assignment beyond the validity of the initial emergency permit,
the individual must hold the appropriate certificate, in accordance
with 19 Administrative Code, Chapter 231 (Requirements for Public
School Personnel Assignments). An individual may not serve as a
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classroom teacher of record in the district for more than three
school years without obtaining initial, standard certification.

19 TAC 230.73

Effective with the 2017-18 school year, an emergency permit will
limit an individual to one year of service and no renewal will be al-
lowed.

The one-year limitation does not apply to individuals serving in the
position of Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) instruc-
tor or teachers of students with visual impairments.

As indicated in 19 Administrative Code 230.77(g)(4)(B), emergency
permits for JROTC instructors must be reissued every year.

Emergency permits for teachers of students with visual impair-
ments referenced in 19 Administrative Code 230.77(f)(2)(B) may
be renewed a maximum of two years.

19 TAC 230.71(b), (c)

Effective with the 2017-18 school year, these renewal provisions
no longer apply for emergency permits, with the exception of
teachers of students with visual impairments. 719 TAC 230.73(f)

A superintendent, designee, or authorized representative may re-
new an emergency permit for the same assignment in the same
district for which the initial emergency permit was activated.

No individual may continue in the same assignment for more than
one school year of service on an emergency permit, except that
emergency permits used fewer than 90 calendar days may be re-
newed for one additional year of service, if needed.

The total of semester credit hours or the equivalent contact hours
required to obtain certification appropriate for the assignment shall
determine the number of emergency permit renewals for which the
individual may be eligible.

For six semester credit hours or less plus appropriate examination
requirements, an individual is not eligible for renewal.

For seven semester credit hours or more plus appropriate exami-
nation requirements, an individual is eligible for one renewal.

The superintendent or his or her designee or authorized repre-
sentative may renew an emergency permit provided the following
requirements and procedures are met:

1. The emergency permit must be renewed for the same assign-
ment in the same school district.
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2.  Official transcripts verifying completion of a minimum of six
semester credit hours or documentation of completion of
equivalent contact hours toward the appropriate target certifi-
cate must be placed in the individual's personnel file.

3. If the individual has not completed permit renewal require-
ments as indicated above, the superintendent or his or her
designee must obtain hardship approval from the TEA prior to
continuation of the assignment.

4. The appropriate renewal of the emergency permit application
must be completed online prior to the beginning date of duties
for the current school year.

5.  The school district shall pay the appropriate fee.

19 TAC 230.81

Nonrenewable A superintendent or designee may activate a nonrenewable permit
Permits for an individual who has not completed the appropriate examina-

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
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tion requirements specified in 19 Administrative Code 230.21 (Edu-
cator Assessment).

A nonrenewable permit may be activated for an individual who:

1. Has completed all course and degree requirements of a
Texas EPP except for successful completion of all appropriate
examination requirements. Nonrenewable permits activated
for individuals in this category expire 12 months from the date
of activation; or

2. Holds a Texas teacher certificate with an effective date before
February 1, 1986, but has not revalidated the certificate for
employment purposes by passing an examination. The indi-
vidual must not have been employed in a Texas school district
since the start of the 1985-86 school year. A nonrenewable
permit activated for an individual in this category expires six
months from the date of activation or at the end of the school
year, whichever is less.

A nonrenewable permit may not be activated for an individual in the
same assignment area for which another permit had previously
been authorized.

The superintendent, designee, or authorized representative must
verify that an individual is eligible for the permit and submit the fol-
lowing information within 45 calendar days of assignment:

1. An application for a nonrenewable permit completed before
the effective date of the assignment; and

12 of 19



Brownsville ISD

031901
EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBA
CREDENTIALS AND RECORDS (LEGAL)
2. The appropriate fee (payable by the district).
19 TAC 230.83
Educator Consent A certified teacher must consent to the activation of an emergency

No Property Right

Unused Permits

Certification of
Paraprofessional
Employees

Federal
Requirements for
Teachers and
Paraprofessionals

Qualifications
Before December
10, 2015

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
DBA(LEGAL)-P

permit and be advised of the conditions of the emergency permit.

A teacher who refuses to consent to activation of an emergency
permit may not be terminated or nonrenewed or otherwise retali-
ated against because of the teacher’s refusal to consent to the acti-
vation of the emergency permit. However, a teacher’s refusal to
consent shall not impair a district’s right to implement a necessary
reduction in force or other personnel actions in accordance with lo-
cal policy.

19 TAC 230.71(e)

An emergency permit is authorized for the district for a specific as-
signment and is not the property of the individual for whom the
emergency permit was activated. 19 TAC 230.71(f)

If an emergency permit authorized by SBEC is not used, the district
shall notify TEA staff by email. 19 TAC 230.71(g)

Educational aides shall be certified according to standards estab-
lished by SBEC. 19 TAC 230.51

Teachers and paraprofessionals working in a program supported
with funds under Title |, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) shall meet applicable state
certification and licensure requirements, including any require-
ments for certification obtained through alternative routes to certifi-
cation. 20 U.S.C. 6311(g)(2)(J), 6312(c)(6)

The state’s professional standards for paraprofessionals working in
a program supported with Title | funds must include qualifications
that were in place under former 20 U.S.C. 6319, as that section ex-
isted before December 10, 2015. 20 U.S.C. 6311(g)(2)(M)

Each district receiving assistance under Title |, Part A of the ESEA
shall ensure that all paraprofessionals working in a program sup-
ported with those funds shall:

1. Be assigned only duties consistent with the following:
a. A paraprofessional may be assigned to:

(1) Provide one-on-one tutoring for eligible students, if
the tutoring is scheduled at a time when a student
would not otherwise receive instruction from a
teacher;
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(2) Assist with classroom management, such as organ-
izing instructional and other materials;

(3) Provide assistance in a computer laboratory;
(4) Conduct parental involvement activities;

(5) Provide support in a library or media center;
(6) Act as a translator; or

(7) Provide instructional services to students in accord-
ance with items (b) and (c).

A paraprofessional may not provide any instructional ser-
vice to a student unless the paraprofessional is working
under the direct supervision of a teacher consistent with
this section; and

A paraprofessional may assume limited duties that are
assigned to similar personnel who are not working in a
program supported with funds under this part, including
duties beyond classroom instruction or that do not bene-
fit participating children, so long as the amount of time
spent on such duties is the same proportion of total work
time as prevails with respect to similar personnel at the
same school.

2. Regardless of a paraprofessional’s hiring date, have earned a
secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent.

3.  If hired after January 8, 2002, have one of the following cre-

dentials:

a. Completed at least two years of study at an institution of
higher education;

b. Obtained an associate’s (or higher) degree; or

c. Met arigorous standard of quality and can demonstrate,

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
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through a formal state or local academic assessment:

(1) Knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing,
reading, writing, and mathematics; or

(2) Knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing,
reading readiness, writing readiness, and mathe-
matics readiness, as appropriate.

Receipt of a high school diploma is not sufficient to sat-
isfy the formal academic assessment requirement.
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The requirements at item 3, above, shall not apply to a paraprofes-
sional:

1. Who is proficient in English and a language other than Eng-
lish and who provides services primarily to enhance the par-
ticipation of children in programs under Title |, Part A by acting
as a translator; or

2. Whose duties consist solely of conducting parental involve-
ment activities.

Former 20 U.S.C. 6319 in effect before Dec. 10, 2015

Each person employed as a special education teacher who
teaches elementary school, middle school, or secondary school
must:

1. Have obtained full state certification as a special education
teacher [including participating in an alternate route to certifi-
cation as a special educator, if such alternate route meets
minimum requirements described in 34 C.F.R.
2005.56(a)(2)(ii) as in effect November 28, 2008], or passed
the state special education teacher licensing examination,
and holds a license to teach in the state as a special educa-
tion teacher;

2. Have not had special education certification or licensure re-
quirements waived on an emergency, temporary, or provi-
sional basis; and

3. Hold at least a bachelor’'s degree.
20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(14)(C)

A district employee who serves as head director of a school march-
ing band, head coach, or chief sponsor of an extracurricular ath-
letic activity (including cheerleading) that is sponsored or sanc-
tioned by the district or UIL must maintain and submit to the district
proof of current certification in first aid and cardiopulmonary resus-
citation issued by the American Red Cross, the American Heart As-
sociation, or another organization that provides equivalent training
and certification. A district shall adopt procedures for administering
this requirement, including procedures for the time and manner in
which proof of current certification must be submitted. Education
Code 33.086

Each school nurse, assistant school nurse, athletic coach or spon-
sor, physical education instructor, marching band director, cheer-
leading coach, and any other employee specified by the commis-
sioner must receive and maintain certification in the use of an
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automated external defibrillator (AED) from the American Heart As-
sociation, the American Red Cross, or a similar nationally recog-
nized association. Education Code 22.902 [See DMA]

For purposes of the following provisions, a “school bus driver” is a
driver transporting school children and/or school personnel on
routes to and from school or on a school-related activity trip while
operating a multifunction school activity bus, school activity bus, or
school bus. 37 TAC 14.1 [See CNA]

At a minimum, to become employed and maintain employment
status as a school bus driver, a person must meet the following
requirements:

1. Be atleast 18 years old.

2. Possess a valid driver’s license designating a class appropri-
ate (with applicable endorsement, if commercial driver li-
cense) for the gross vehicle weight rating and manufacturer’s
designed passenger capacity of the vehicle to be operated.

3. Meet the medical qualifications specified by the Department
of Public Safety (DPS) at 37 Administrative Code 14.12. [See
DBB]

4. Maintain an acceptable driving record in accordance with the
minimum standards established by the DPS at 37 Administra-
tive Code 14.14.

5. Maintain an acceptable criminal history record, secured from
any law enforcement agency or criminal justice agency, and
reviewed in accordance with the provisions of Education
Code Chapter 22. [See DBAA]

6. Possess a valid Texas School Bus Driver Safety Training Cer-
tificate, as specified at 37 Administrative Code 14.35 or a
valid Enrollment Certificate, as specified at 37 Administrative
Code 14.36.

Transp. Code 521.022; 37 TAC 14.11, .12, .14

An applicant for employment as a school bus driver must disclose
to the district:

1. Any violations of motor vehicle laws or ordinances (other than
parking violations) of which the applicant was convicted or for-
feited bond or collateral during the three years preceding the
date the application is submitted;

16 of 19



Brownsville ISD

031901
EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS DBA
CREDENTIALS AND RECORDS (LEGAL)

Annual Evaluation

Disqualification

Employee Records

Professional
Employees

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
DBA(LEGAL)-P

2.  Any serious traffic violations, as defined by Transportation
Code 522.003(25), of which the applicant was convicted dur-
ing the ten years preceding the date the application is submit-
ted; and

3.  Any suspension, revocation, or cancellation of driving privi-
lege that the applicant has ever received.

The district shall make an inquiry into the applicant’s complete driv-
ing record, with DPS and with any state in which the applicant held
a motor vehicle operator’s license or permit within the past seven
years. If no previous driving record is found to exist, the district
must document its efforts to obtain such information and certify that
no previous driving record exists for the individual.

The district shall review the applicant’s driving record to determine
whether that person meets minimum requirements, as described at
37 Administrative Code 14.14(d) (penalty points for convictions of
traffic law violations and crash involvements).

37 TAC 14.14(b)

A district shall, at least once every 12 months, make an inquiry into
the complete driving record of each school bus driver it employs,
with DPS and with any state in which the individual held a motor
vehicle operator’s license or permit during that time period. The
district shall review the driving record to determine whether the
individual meets the minimum requirements described at 37
Administrative Code 14.14(d) (penalty points for convictions of
traffic law violations and crash involvements). Transp. Code
521.022(d); 37 TAC 14.14(c)

Any person who has accumulated ten or more penalty points shall
be considered ineligible to transport students until such time as he
or she may become qualified. A school bus driver who receives no-
tice that his or her license, permit, or privilege to operate a motor
vehicle has been revoked, suspended, or withdrawn shall notify the
district of the contents of the notice before the end of the business
day following the day the driver received it. A district shall not per-
mit a disqualified driver to drive a school bus, school activity bus,
or multifunction school activity bus. 37 TAC 14.14(g)

The following records on professional personnel must be readily
available for review by the commissioner:

1.  Credentials (certificate or license);

"

Service record(s) and any attachments;

2

Contract;
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4. Teaching schedule or other assignment record; and
5. Absence from duty reports.

The basic document in support of the number of years of profes-
sional service claimed for salary increment purposes and both the
state’s sick and personal leave program data for all personnel is
the service record (form FIN-115) or a similar form containing the
same information. It is the responsibility of the issuing district to en-
sure that service records are true and correct and that all service
recorded on the service record was actually performed.

The service record must be validated by a person designated by a
district to sign service records. The service record shall be kept on
file at the district.

On request by a classroom teacher, librarian, school counselor, or
nurse or by the school district employing one of those individuals, a
district that previously employed the individual shall provide a copy
of the individual's service record to the district employing the indi-
vidual. The district must provide the copy not later than the 30th
day after the later of:

1.  The date the request is made; or

2. The date of the last day of the individual's service to the dis-
trict.

The original service record, verified by the employee, shall be
given to the employee upon request or sent to the next employing
district. A district must maintain a legible copy for audit purposes. A
scanned version of the original service record may be considered
official if sent directly from one employing district to another em-
ploying district.

Education Code 21.4031; 19 TAC 153.1021(b), (d)

With regard to public access to information in personnel records,
custodians of such records shall adhere to the requirements of the
Public Information Act. Gov't Code Ch. 552 [See GBA]

Information in a personnel file is excepted from the requirements of
the Public Information Act if the disclosure would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

Except as provided below, an employee of a district shall choose
whether to allow public access to information in the district's cus-
tody that relates to the employee’s home address, home telephone
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number, emergency contact information, or social security number,
or that reveals whether the person has family members.

Gov't Code 552.024, .102(a)

The social security number of an employee of a district in the cus-
tody of the district is confidential. A district may not require an em-
ployee or former employee of the district to choose whether to al-
low public access to the employee’s or former employee's social
security number. Gov't Code 552.024(a-1), .147(a-1)

All information in the personnel file of a district employee shall be
made available to that employee or the employee’s designated
representative as public information is made available under the
Public Information Act. An employee or an employee’s authorized
representative has a special right of access, beyond the right of the
general public, to information held by a district that relates to the
employee and that is protected from public disclosure by laws in-
tended to protect the employee’s privacy interests.

A district may not deny to the employee or his or her representative
access to information relating to the employee on the grounds that
the information is considered confidential by privacy principles un-
der the Public Information Act. A district may assert as grounds for
denial of access other provisions of the Public Information Act or
other laws that are not intended to protect the employee’s privacy
interests.

If a district determines that information in the employee’s records is
exempt from disclosure under an exception of Government Code
Chapter 552, Subchapter C, other than an exception intended to
protect the privacy interest of the requestor or the person whom
the requestor is authorized to represent, it shall submit a written re-
quest for a decision to the attorney general before disclosing the
information. If a decision is not requested, a district shall release
the information to the requestor not later than the tenth day after
the request for information is received.

Gov't Code 552.023, .102(a), .307
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A district shall provide in employment contracts that qualifying em-
ployees may receive an incentive payment under an awards pro-
gram established under Education Code Chapter 21, Subchapter
O (Educator Excellence Award Program and Educator Excellence
Innovation Program) if the district participates in the program. A
district shall indicate that any incentive payment distributed is con-
sidered a payment for performance and not an entitlement as part
of an employee's salary. Education Code 21.415

The Educator Excellence Innovation Program (EEIP) is a grant
program under which a district may receive a competitive grant for
the purposes of systematically transforming educator quality and
effectiveness. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) will give priority
to districts that receive Title | funding and have at a majority of dis-
trict campuses a student enrollment that is at least 50 percent edu-
cationally disadvantaged.

A district is eligible to apply for EEIP grant funds if the district:

1. Completes and submits a Notice of Intent to Apply to TEA by
the date established by the commissioner of education;

2. Complies with all assurances in the Notice of Intent to Apply
and grant application;

3. Participates in the required technical assistance activities es-
tablished by the commissioner, including establishing leader-
ship teams, master teachers, mentor teachers, and instruc-
tional coaches and developing career pathways;

4. Agrees to participate for four years; and

5. Complies with any other activities set forth in the program re-
quirements.

An eligible district must submit an application in a form prescribed
by the commissioner. Each eligible applicant must meet all dead-
lines, requirements, and assurances specified in the application.
The commissioner may waive any eligibility requirements as speci-
fied in 19 Administrative Code 102.1073.

An eligible district that intends to participate in the EEIP shall sub-
mit a local educator excellence innovation plan to TEA. A local edu-
cator excellence innovation plan must address the elements at

19 Administrative Code 102.1073(e)(2).

A district must act pursuant to its local board policy [see DEAA
(LOCAL)] for submitting a local educator excellence innovation
plan and grant application to TEA. A local decision to approve and
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submit a plan and grant application may not be appealed to the
commissioner.

A district may renew its local educator excellence innovation plan
for three consecutive school years without resubmitting a full grant
application to TEA. With TEA approval, a district may amend its lo-
cal plan in accordance with 19 Administrative Code 102.1073(c)
and (h) for each school year the district receives a program grant.

A district may use grant funds only to carry out purposes of the pro-
gram as described at Education Code 21.7011, in accordance with
the district’s local plan, which may include the following specific
methods or procedures:

1. Implementation and administration of a high-quality mentoring
program for teachers in the first three years of classroom
teaching using mentors who meet the qualifications pre-
scribed by Education Code 21.458 [see Mentor Teachers, be-
low];

2. Implementation of a teacher evaluation system using multiple
measures that include:

a. The results of classroom observation, which may include
student comments;

b. The degree of student educational growth and learning;
and

c. The results of teacher self-evaluation;

3. Tothe extent permitted under Education Code Chapter 25,
Subchapter C, restructuring of the school day or school year
to provide for embedded and collaborative learning communi-
ties for the purpose of professional development [see EC];

4. Establishment of an alternative teacher compensation or re-
tention system; and

5. Implementation of incentives designed to reduce teacher turn-
over.

A district may apply to the commissioner in writing for a waiver to
exempt the district or one or more district campuses from one or
more of the statutory sections listed at Education Code 21.7061(a).

The application for the waiver must demonstrate:

1. Why waiving the identified section of the Education Code is
necessary to carry out the purposes of the program;
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2. Approval for the waiver by a vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the board;

3. Approval for the waiver by a vote of a majority of the educa-
tors employed at each campus for which the waiver is sought;
and

4. Evidence that the voting occurred during the school year and
in a manner that ensured that all educators entitled to vote
had a reasonable opportunity to participate in the voting.

Neither the board nor the superintendent may compel a waiver of
rights under Education Code 21.7061.

Not later than April 1 of the year in which the waiver application is
submitted, the commissioner shall notify the district in writing
whether the application has been granted or denied. A waiver ex-
pires when the waiver is no longer necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of the program, in accordance with the district’s local educa-
tor excellence innovation plan.

Education Code Ch. 21, Subch. O; 19 TAC 102.1073

A district may designate a certified classroom teacher as a master,
exemplary, or recognized teacher for a five-year period based on
the results from single year or multiyear appraisals [see DNA]. Ed-
ucation Code 21.3521(a)

The commissioner's rules specify the requirements for districts to
implement local teacher designation systems, including teacher eli-
gibility, application procedures and the approval process, system
expansion and amendments, monitoring and program evaluation,
continuing approval and renewal, and funding. 19 TAC 150.1012

The commissioner’s rules establish performance and validity
standards for each local optional teacher designation system that:

1. Must provide a mathematical possibility that all teachers eligi-
ble for a designation may earn the designation; and

2. May not require a district to use an assessment instrument
adopted under Education Code 39.023 to evaluate teacher
performance.

Education Code 21.3521(b); 19 TAC 150.1014

A classroom teacher that holds a National Board Certification is-
sued by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
may be designated as recognized. Education Code 21.3521(c); 19
TAC 150.1013
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TEA shall develop and provide technical assistance for districts
that request assistance in implementing a local optional teacher
designation system, including assistance in prioritizing high needs
campuses. Education Code 21.3521(e)

A teacher has no vested property right in a teacher designation as-
signed under a local optional teacher designation system. A
teacher designation is void in the determination that the designa-
tion was issued improperly, and the Administrative Procedure Act
does not apply to the voiding of a local optional teacher designa-
tion. Education Code 21.3521(f)

For each classroom teacher with a local optional teacher designa-
tion, a district is entitled to an allotment, adjusted by high needs
and rural factors, as determined under Education Code 48.112.

A district shall annually certify that:
1.  Funds received were used as follows:

a. Atleast 90 percent was used for the compensation of
teachers employed at the campus at which the teacher
for whom the district received the allotment is employed;
and

b.  Any other funds were used for costs associated with im-
plementing the local optional teacher designation sys-
tem, including efforts to support teachers in obtaining
designations; and

2. The district prioritized high needs campuses in the district in
using funds.

Education Code 48.112(c), (i)

TEA shall periodically conduct evaluations of the effectiveness of
the local optional teacher designation systems and the teacher in-
centive allotment and report the results of the evaluations to the
legislature. A district that has implemented a local optional teacher
designation system or received funds under the teacher incentive
allotment shall participate in the evaluations. Education Code
21.3521(g)

A district may assign a mentor teacher to each classroom teacher
who has less than two years of teaching experience in the subject
or grade level to which the teacher is assigned. A teacher assigned
as a mentor must:

1. To the extent practicable, teach in the same schooal;
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2. To the extent practicable, teach the same subject or grade
level, as applicable; and

3. Meet the qualifications prescribed by commissioner’s rules.
Education Code 21.458(a)

The commissioner’s rules specify the requirements for districts to
implement mentor training programs, including program require-
ments, application approval process, ongoing verification and com-
pliance, allowable expenditures, and program review. 19 TAC
1563.1011

To be assigned as a mentor, a teacher must agree to serve as a
mentor teacher for at least one school year. The assignment must
begin not later than the 30th day of employment of the classroom
teacher to whom the mentor teacher is assigned. A district must
agree to assign a mentor to a new classroom teacher for at least
two school years. Education Code 21.458(a-1)

The commissioner's rules must require that a mentor teacher:

1. Complete a research-based mentor and induction training
program approved by the commissioner;

2. Complete a training program provided by the district;

3. Have at least three complete years of teaching experience
with a superior record of assisting students, as a whole, in
achieving improvement in student performance; and

4. Demonstrate interpersonal skills, instructional effectiveness,
and leadership skills.

Education Code 21.458(b)

A district must provide training to mentor teachers and any appro-
priate district and campus employees who work with the classroom
teacher or supervise the classroom teacher. The training must be
completed by the mentor teacher and the district and campus em-
ployees before the beginning of the school year. A district shall also
provide supplemental training to mentor teachers and employees
during the school year. The training must include content related to
best mentorship practices. Education Code 21.458(b-1)

A mentor teacher must meet with each classroom teacher as-
signed to the mentor not less than 12 hours each semester. Obser-
vations of the mentor by the classroom teacher being mentored or
of the classroom teacher being mentored by the mentor may count
toward the 12 hours of meeting time required for the semester.
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Unless the district has created a mentoring curriculum as provided
below, the mentoring sessions must address the following topics:

1.  Orientation to the context, policies, and practices of the
school district;

2. Data-driven instructional practices;

3.  Specific instructional coaching cycles, including coaching re-
garding conferences between parents and the classroom
teacher;

4. Professional development; and
5. Professional expectations.

Subject to approval by TEA, in determining the topics to be ad-
dressed in the mentoring sessions, a school district may create an
appropriate curriculum that meets the district needs.

A district must:

1. Designate a specific time during the regularly contracted
school day for meetings between mentor teachers and class-
room teachers assigned to a mentor; and

2. Schedule release time or a reduced teaching load for mentor
teachers and classroom teachers under this section to facili-
tate mentoring activities, including classroom observations or
participation in supportive coaching.

Education Code 21.458(f), (f-1)

A school district that has implemented a mentoring program is enti-
tled to an allotment to fund the mentoring program and provide sti-
pends for mentor teachers under a formula adopted by the com-
missioner.

Funding may be used only for providing:
1. Mentor teacher stipends;

2. Scheduled release time for mentor teachers and the class-
room teachers to whom they are assigned for meeting and
engaging in mentoring activities; and

3. Mentoring support through providers of mentor training.
Education Code 48.114

A stipend received by a teacher who attends a literacy achieve-
ment, mathematics achievement, or a reading-to-learn academy is
not considered in determining whether a district is paying the
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teacher the minimum monthly salary under Education Code
21.402. Education Code 21.4552(d), .4553(d), .4554(d)

A stipend received by a school counselor or teacher who attends a
postsecondary education and career counseling academy under
Education Code 33.009 is not considered in determining whether a
district is paying the school counselor or teacher the minimum
monthly salary under Education Code 21.402. Education Code
33.009(h)

A district may provide a salary incentive or similar compensation to
a teacher who completes training provided by a regional education
service center (ESC) relating to autism. A school district that de-
cides to provide an incentive or compensation shall adopt a policy
to implement this section. Education Code 21.465

A district may not offer or provide a financial or other incentive to
an employee to encourage the employee to retire from the Teacher
Retirement System of Texas. Education Code 22.007

A district shall not deny an educator a salary bonus or similar com-
pensation given in whole or in part on the basis of educator attend-
ance because of the educator’s absence from school for ob-
servance of a religious holy day observed by a religion whose
places of worship are exempt from property taxation under Tax
Code 11.20. Education Code 21.406
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Educators’ Code of Ethics

The Texas educator shall comply with standard practices and ethical conduct toward stu-
dents, professional colleagues, school officials, parents, and members of the community and
shall safeguard academic freedom. The Texas educator, in maintaining the dignity of the pro-
fession, shall respect and obey the law, demonstrate personal integrity, and exemplify hon-
esty and good moral character. The Texas educator, in exemplifying ethical relations with col-
leagues, shall extend just and equitable treatment to all members of the profession. The
Texas educator, in accepting a position of public trust, shall measure success by the pro-
gress of each student toward realization of his or her potential as an effective citizen. The
Texas educator, in fulfilling responsibilities in the community, shall cooperate with parents and
others to improve the public schools of the community. 19 TAC 247.1

Professional Ethical Conduct, Practices, and Performance

Standard 1.1. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engage in decep-
tive practices regarding official policies of the school district, educational institution, educator
preparation program, the Texas Education Agency, or the State Board for Educator Certifica-
tion (SBEC) and its certification process.

Standard 1.2. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misappropriate,
divert, or use monies, personnel, property, or equipment committed to his or her charge for
personal gain or advantage.

Standard 1.3. The educator shall not submit fraudulent requests for reimbursement, ex-
penses, or pay.

Standard 1.4. The educator shall not use institutional or professional privileges for personal
or partisan advantage.

Standard 1.5. The educator shall neither accept nor offer gratuities, gifts, or favors that impair
professional judgment or that are used to obtain special advantage. This standard shall not
restrict the acceptance of gifts or tokens offered and accepted openly from students, parents
of students, or other persons or organizations in recognition or appreciation of service.

Standard 1.6. The educator shall not falsify records, or direct or coerce others to do so.

Standard 1.7. The educator shall comply with state regulations, written local school board
policies, and other state and federal laws.

Standard 1.8. The educator shall apply for, accept, offer, or assign a position or a responsibil-
ity on the basis of professional qualifications.

Standard 1.9. The educator shall not make threats of violence against school district employ-
ees, school board members, students, or parents of students.

Standard 1.10. The educator shall be of good moral character and be worthy to instruct or
supervise the youth of this state.

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021 10f 3
UPDATE 116
DH(EXHIBIT)-P




Brownsville ISD
031901

EMPLOYEE STANDARDS OF CONDUCT DH
(EXHIBIT)

Standard 1.11. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misrepresent his
or her employment history, criminal history, and/or disciplinary record when applying for sub-
sequent employment.

Standard 1.12. The educator shall refrain from the illegal use, abuse, or distribution of con-
trolled substances, prescription drugs, and toxic inhalants.

Standard 1.13. The educator shall not be under the influence of alcohol or consume alcoholic
beverages on school property or during school activities when students are present.

Ethical Conduct Toward Professional Colleagues

Standard 2.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential health or personnel information con-
cerning colleagues unless disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is required by
law.

Standard 2.2. The educator shall not harm others by knowingly making false statements
about a colleague or the school system.

Standard 2.3. The educator shall adhere to written local school board policies and state and
federal laws regarding the hiring, evaluation, and dismissal of personnel.

Standard 2.4. The educator shall not interfere with a colleague’s exercise of political, profes-
sional, or citizenship rights and responsibilities.

Standard 2.5. The educator shall not discriminate against or coerce a colleague on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin, age, gender, disability, family status, or sexual orienta-
tion.

Standard 2.6. The educator shall not use coercive means or promise of special treatment in
order to influence professional decisions or colleagues.

Standard 2.7. The educator shall not retaliate against any individual who has filed a com-
plaint with the SBEC or who provides information for a disciplinary investigation or proceed-
ing under this chapter.

Standard 2.8. The educator shall not intentionally or knowingly subject a colleague to sexual
harassment.

Ethical Conduct Toward Students

Standard 3.1. The educator shall not reveal confidential information concerning students un-
less disclosure serves lawful professional purposes or is required by law.

Standard 3.2. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly treat a student or
minor in a manner that adversely affects or endangers the learning, physical health, mental
health, or safety of the student or minor.

Standard 3.3. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly misrepresent facts
regarding a student.
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Standard 3.4. The educator shall not exclude a student from participation in a program, deny
benefits to a student, or grant an advantage to a student on the basis of race, color, gender,
disability, national origin, religion, family status, or sexual orientation.

Standard 3.5. The educator shall not intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly engage in physical
mistreatment, neglect, or abuse of a student or minor.

Standard 3.6. The educator shall not solicit or engage in sexual conduct or a romantic rela-
tionship with a student or minor.

Standard 3.7. The educator shall not furnish alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs to any per-
son under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or guardian of that child or know-
ingly allow any person under 21 years of age unless the educator is a parent or guardian of
that child to consume alcohol or illegal/unauthorized drugs in the presence of the educator.

Standard 3.8. The educator shall maintain appropriate professional educator-student relation-
ships and boundaries based on a reasonably prudent educator standard.

Standard 3.9. The educator shall refrain from inappropriate communication with a student or
minor, including, but not limited to, electronic communication such as cell phone, text mes-
saging, email, instant messaging, blogging, or other social network communication. Factors
that may be considered in assessing whether the communication is inappropriate include, but
are not limited to:

1.  The nature, purpose, timing, and amount of the communication;
2. The subject matter of the communication;

3.  Whether the communication was made openly or the educator attempted to conceal the
communication;

4. Whether the communication could be reasonably interpreted as soliciting sexual contact
or a romantic relationship;

5. Whether the communication was sexually explicit; and

6. Whether the communication involved discussion(s) of the physical or sexual attractive-
ness or the sexual history, activities, preferences, or fantasies of either the educator or
the student.

19 TAC 247.2
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Note: This policy addresses the prohibition against discrimina-
tion, harassment, and retaliation with respect to compen-
sation, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment.
For legally referenced material relating to the prohibition
against discrimination in hiring and discharging employ-
ees, see DAA(LEGAL).

For provisions related to harassment of students, includ-
ing the district’'s response to sexual harassment as de-
fined by Title IX, see FFH.

It is an unlawful employment practice for a district to discriminate
against any individual with respect to his compensation, terms,
conditions, or privileges of employment, because of such individu-
al's:

Race, color, or national origin;
Religion;
Sex;

Age;

U

Disability; or
6. Genetic information [see DAB].

Section 1981 of the Civil Rights Act of 1866 (Section 1981)—race.
42 U.S.C. 1981

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VIlI)—race, color, reli-
gion, sex, and national origin. 42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA)—age, over
40. 29 U.S.C. 621 et seq.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504)—disa-
bility in programs receiving federal funds. 29 U.S.C. 794

Title | of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA)—disabil-
ity. 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.

Title 1l of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008
(GINA)—genetic information. 42 U.S.C. 2000ff et seq.

Note: Title VII, the ADA, and GINA do not apply to employers
unless the employer has 15 or more employees for each
working day in each of 20 or more calendar weeks in the
current or preceding calendar year. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(b);
42 U.S.C. 12111(5); 42 U.S.C. 2000ff(2)(B)
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disability, religion, sex, national origin, age, and genetic infor-
mation. Labor Code 21.051, .402

State policy on employment of persons with disabilities. Human
Resources Code 121.003(f)

A district may not discriminate against any employee or applicant
for employment because the employee or applicant has opposed
any unlawful, discriminatory employment practices or participated
in the investigation of any complaint related to an unlawful, discrim-
inatory employment practice. 29 U.S.C. 623(d) (ADEA),; 42 U.S.C.
2000e-3(a) (Title VII); 42 U.S.C. 12203 (ADA); Labor Code 21.055

Harassment on the basis of a protected characteristic is a violation
of Title VII. A district has an affirmative duty, under Title VII, to
maintain a working environment free of harassment on the basis of
sex, race, color, religion, and national origin. 42 U.S.C. 2000e, et
seq.; 29 C.F.R. 1604.11(a), 1606.8(a)

Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other
verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature constitute sexual har-
assment when:

1. Submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implic-
itly a term or condition of an individual's employment;

2. Submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is
used as the basis for employment decisions affecting such in-
dividual; or

3.  Such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably inter-
fering with an individual's work performance or creating an in-
timidating, hostile, or offensive working environment.

Where employment opportunities or benefits are granted because

of an individual's submission to the employer's sexual advances or
requests for sexual favors, the employer may be held liable for un-
lawful sex discrimination against other persons who were qualified
for but denied that employment opportunity or benefit.

29 C.FR. 1604.11(a), (1), (9)

Same-sex sexual harassment constitutes sexual harassment.
Oncale v. Sundowner Offshore Services, Inc., 523 U.S. 75 (1998)

A public servant acting under color of the public servant’s office or
employment commits an offense if the public servant intentionally
subjects another to sexual harassment.
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A public servant acts under color of the public servant’s office or
employment if the person acts or purports to act in an official ca-
pacity or takes advantage of such actual or purported capacity.

“Sexual harassment” means unwelcome sexual advances, re-
quests for sexual favors, or other verbal or physical conduct of a
sexual nature, submission to which is made a term or condition of
a person’s exercise or enjoyment of any right, privilege, power, or
immunity, either explicitly or implicitly.

Penal Code 39.03(a)(3), (b), (c)

A district commits an unlawful employment practice if sexual har-
assment of an unpaid intern occurs and the district or its agents or
supervisors know or should have known that the conduct constitut-
ing sexual harassment was occurring, and fail to take immediate
and appropriate corrective action. Labor Code 21.1065

Ethnic slurs and other verbal or physical conduct relating to an indi-
vidual's national origin constitute harassment when this conduct:

1. Has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile
or offensive working environment;

2. Has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an
individual's work performance; or

3. Otherwise adversely affects an individual's employment op-
portunities.

29 C.FR. 1606.08(b)

Harassment violates Title VII if it is sufficiently severe and perva-
sive to alter the conditions of employment. Pennsylvania State Po-
lice v. Suders, 542 U.S. 129 (2004)

Title VIl does not prohibit all verbal and physical harassment in the
workplace. For example, harassment between men and women is
not automatically unlawful sexual harassment merely because the
words used have sexual content or connotations. Oncale v. Sun-
downer Offshore Services. Inc., 523 U.S. 75 (1998)

A district should take all steps necessary to prevent unlawful har-
assment from occurring, such as affirmatively raising the subject,
expressing strong disapproval, developing appropriate penalties,
informing employees of their right to raise and how to raise the is-
sue of harassment under Title VII, and developing methods to sen-
sitize all concerned. 29 C.FR. 1604.11(f)
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A district is responsible for acts of unlawful harassment by fellow
employees and by nonemployees if the district, its agents, or its su-
pervisory employees knew or should have known of the conduct,
unless the district takes immediate and appropriate corrective ac-
tion. 29 C.F.R. 1604.11(d), (e), 1606.8(d), (e)

When no tangible employment action is taken, a district may raise
the following affirmative defense:

1. That the district exercised reasonable care to prevent and
promptly correct any harassing behavior; and

2. That the employee unreasonably failed to take advantage of
any preventive or corrective opportunities provided by the em-
ployer or to avoid harm otherwise.

Burlington Industries, Inc. v. Ellerth, 524 U.S. 742 (1998), Faragher
v. City of Boca Raton, 524 U.S. 775 (1998)

The prohibition against discrimination on the basis of religion in-
cludes all aspects of religious observances and practice, as well as
religious belief, unless a district demonstrates that it is unable to
reasonably accommodate an employee’s or prospective em-
ployee's religious observance or practice without undue hardship
to the district’s business. “Undue hardship” means more than a de
minimus (minimal) cost. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(j); 29 C.F.R. 1605.2; La-
bor Code 21.108

A district may not substantially burden an employee’s free exercise
of religion, unless the burden is in furtherance of a compelling gov-
ernmental interest and is the least restrictive means of furthering
that interest. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code 110.003

The prohibition against discrimination because of sex includes dis-
crimination on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical
conditions. A district shall treat women affected by pregnancy,
childbirth, or related medical conditions the same as other employ-
ees for all employment-related purposes, including receipt of bene-
fits under fringe benefit programs. 42 U.S.C. 2000e(k); 29 C.F.R.
1604.10; Labor Code 21.106

The prohibition against discrimination because of sex includes dis-
crimination on the basis of an individual being gay or transgender.
Bostock v. Clayton County, Georgia, 17-1618, 2020 WL 3146686,

(U.S. June 15, 2020)

A district may not evaluate employees by assuming or insisting that
they match the stereotype associated with their group. Price Water-
house v. Hopkins, 490 U.S. 228 (1989)
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The prohibition against discrimination on the basis of age applies
only to discrimination against an individual 40 years of age or older.
29 U.S.C. 631; Labor Code 21.101

A district may take an employment action on the basis of age pur-
suant to a bona fide seniority system or a bona fide employee ben-
efit plan. However, a bona fide employee benefit plan shall not ex-
cuse the failure to hire any individual and no such benefit plan shall
require or permit the involuntary retirement of any individual be-
cause of age. 29 U.S.C. 623(f); Labor Code 21.102

A district may not discriminate against a qualified individual on the
basis of disability in job application procedures, hiring, advance-
ment, or discharge of employees, compensation, job training, and
other terms, conditions, and privileges of employment. 42 U.S.C.
12112(a); 29 C.F.R. 1630.4(b); Labor Code 21.051

In addition, each district that receives assistance under the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) must make positive ef-
forts to employ, and advance in employment, qualified individuals
with disabilities in programs assisted by the IDEA. 34 C.FR.
300.177(b)

The ADA and the TCHRA do not provide a basis for a claim that an
individual was subject to discrimination because of the individual's
lack of disability. 42 U.S.C. 12201(g); 29 C.FR. 1630.4(b); Labor
Code 21.005(c)

“Disability” means:

1. An actual disability: a physical or mental impairment [see defi-
nition, below] that substantially limits one or more of an indi-
vidual's major life activities;

2. Arecord of having such an impairment; or
3. Being regarded as having such an impairment.

An impairment that substantially limits one major life activity need
not limit other major life activities in order to be considered a disa-
bility. An impairment that is episodic or in remission is a disability if
it would substantially limit a major life activity when active.

An individual meets the requirement of being “regarded as” having
an impairment if the individual establishes that he or she has been
subjected to an action prohibited by the ADA because of an actual
or perceived physical or mental impairment whether or not the im-
pairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity.

The “regarded as” prong of the definition does not apply to impair-
ments that are transitory or minor. A transitory impairment is one
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effects of mitigating measures, such as medication, medical sup-
plies, low-vision devices, prosthetics, hearing aids, mobility de-
vices, oxygen therapy, assistive technology, or learned behavioral
or adaptive neurological modifications.

The ameliorative effects of ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses
shall be considered in determining whether an impairment substan-
tially limits a major life activity. Ordinary eyeglasses and contact
lenses are lenses that are intended to fully correct visual acuity or
to eliminate refractive error.

42 U.S.C. 12102(1), (3), (4); 29 C.F.R. 1630.2(g), (j)(1); Labor
Code 21.002, .0021

“Physical or mental impairment” means:

1. Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic disfigure-
ment, or anatomical loss affecting one or more body systems,
such as neurological, musculoskeletal, special sense organs,
respiratory (including speech organs), cardiovascular, repro-
ductive, digestive, genitourinary, immune, circulatory, hemic,
lymphatic, skin, and endocrine; or

2.  Any mental or psychological disorder, such as an intellectual
disability (formerly termed “mental retardation”), organic brain
syndrome, emotional or mental illness, and specific learning
disabilities.

29 C.F.R. 1630.2(h)

“Major life activities” include caring for oneself, performing manual
tasks, seeing, hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, sitting,
reaching, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading,
concentrating, thinking, communicating, interacting with others,
and working.

“Major life activities” also include the operation of major bodily
functions, including functions of the immune system, special sense
organs and skin, normal cell growth, and digestive, genitourinary,
bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, cardio-
vascular, endocrine, hemic, lymphatic, musculoskeletal, and repro-
ductive functions. The operation of a major bodily function includes
the operation of an individual organ within the body system.

42 U.S.C. 12102(2); 29 C.ER. 1630.2(i); Labor Code 21.002
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Individual o - . _ _

1.  Satisfies the requisite skill, experience, education, and other
job-related requirements of the employment position such in-
dividual holds or desires; and

2. With or without reasonable accommodation, can perform the
essential functions of such position. Consideration shall be
given to a district's judgment as to what functions of a job are
essential. A written job description prepared before advertis-
ing or interviewing applicants for the job is evidence of the
job’s essential functions.

42 U.S.C. 12111(8); 29 C.F.R. 1630.2(m)

Reasonable A district is required, absent undue hardship, to make a reasonable
Accommodations accommodation to an otherwise qualified individual who meets the

Discrimination
Based on
Relationship
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definition of disability under the “actual disability” or “record of disa-
bility” prongs. A district is not required to provide a reasonable ac-
commodation to an individual who meets the definition of disability
solely under the “regarded as” prong. 42 U.S.C. 12112(b)(5);

29 C.FR. 1630.2(0)(4), .9; 29 U.S.C. 794; 34 C.F.R. 104.11; Labor
Code 21.128 [See DBB regarding medical examinations and in-
quiries under the Americans with Disabilities Act]

“Reasonable accommodation” includes:

1. Making existing facilities used by employees readily accessi-
ble to and usable by individuals with disabilities; and

2. Job restructuring, part-time or modified work schedules, reas-
signment to a vacant position, acquisition or modification of
equipment or devices, appropriate adjustment or modification
of examinations, training materials or policies, the provision of
qualified readers or interpreters, and other similar accommo-
dations for individuals with disabilities.

42 U.S.C. 12111(9); 29 C.FR. 1630.2(0); 34 C.F.R. 104.12(b)

“Undue hardship” means an action requiring significant difficulty or
expense when considered in light of the nature and cost of the ac-
commodation needed, overall financial resources of the affected fa-
cility and the district, and other factors set out in law. 42 U.S.C.
12111(10); 29 C.F.R. 1630.2(p); 34 C.FR. 104.12(c)

A district shall not exclude or deny equal jobs or benefits to, or oth-
erwise discriminate against, a qualified individual because of the
known disability of an individual with whom the qualified individual
is known to have a family, business, social, or other relationship or
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association. 42 U.S.C. 12112(b)(4); 29 C.FR. 1630.8; 34 C.FR.
104.11

The term “qualified individual with a disability” does not include any
employee or applicant who is currently engaging in the illegal use
of drugs, when a district acts on the basis of such use.

A district is not prohibited from conducting drug testing of employ-
ees and applicants for the illegal use of drugs or making employ-
ment decisions based on the results of such tests.

42 U.S.C. 12114(c), (d); Labor Code 21.002(6)(A) [See DHE]

The term “qualified individual with a disability” does not include an
individual who is an alcoholic and whose current use of alcohol
prevents the employee from performing the duties of his or her job
or whose employment, by reason of such current alcohol abuse,
would constitute a direct threat to property or the safety of others.
42 U.S.C. 12114(a); 29 U.S.C. 705(20)(C); 29 C.F.R. 1630.3(a);
28 C.FR. 35.104; Labor Code 21.002(6)(A)

It is unlawful for a district to use qualification standards, employ-
ment tests, or other selection criteria that screen out or tend to
screen out an individual with a disability or a class of individuals
with disabilities, on the basis of disability, unless the standard, test,
or other selection criteria, as used by the district, is shown to be job
related for the position in question and is consistent with business
necessity. 29 C.F.R. 1630.10(a)

As a qualification standard, a district may require that an individual
not pose a direct threat to the health or safety of other individuals
in the workplace. “Direct threat” means a significant risk to the
health or safety of the individual or others that cannot be eliminated
by reasonable accommodation. 42 U.S.C. 12111(3); 29 C.FR.
1630.2(r); Labor Code 21.002(6)(B)

A district shall not use qualification standards, employment tests, or
other selection criteria based on an individual's uncorrected vision
unless the standard, test, or other selection criteria, as used by the
district, is shown to be job-related for the position in question and
consistent with business necessity. 42 U.S.C. 12113(c); 29 C.FR.
1630.10(b),; Labor Code 21.115(b)

A district may refuse to assign or continue to assign an individual to
a job involving food handling if the individual has an infectious or
communicable disease that is transmitted to others through
handling of food. 42 U.S.C. 12113(e); 29 U.S.C. 705(20)(D), 29
C.F.R. 1630.16(e),; Labor Code 21.002(6)(B)
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A district that is subject to the jurisdiction of Title | of the ADA (em-
ployment discrimination) or to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
(employment discrimination) shall comply with the reasonable ac-
commodation requirements of those laws with respect to service
animals. [See Reasonable Accommodations, above]

A district that is not subject to either Title | or Section 504 shall
comply with Title 1l of the ADA (discrimination by public entity). An
employer that is subject to Title Il shall comply with 28 C.F.R. Part
35, including the requirements relating to service animals at 28
C.F.R. 35.136 [see FBA].

28 C.FR. 35.140

No person, on the basis of sex, shall be excluded from participation
in, denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination by a
district receiving federal financial assistance. 20 U.S.C. 1681 [See
FB, FFH]

A district may not pay an employee at a rate less than the rate the
district pays employees of the opposite sex for equal work on jobs
the performance of which require equal skill, effort, or responsibility
and which are performed under similar working conditions. This
rule does not apply if the payment is pursuant to a seniority sys-
tem, a merit system, a system that measures earnings by quantity
or quality of production, or a differential based on any other factor
other than sex. 29 U.S.C. 206(d) (Equal Pay Act); 34 C.F.R. 106.54
(Title IX)

A district that receives federal financial assistance and that em-
ploys 15 or more persons shall adopt grievance procedures that in-
corporate appropriate due process standards and that provide for
the prompt and equitable resolution of complaints alleging any ac-
tion prohibited by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 34 C.F.R.
104.7(b), .11

A district that employs 50 or more persons shall adopt and publish
grievance procedures providing for prompt and equitable resolution
of complaints alleging any action that would be prohibited by the
ADA. 28 C.FR. 35.107, .140

A district that receives federal financial assistance shall adopt and
publish grievance procedures providing for prompt and equitable
resolution of employee complaints alleging any action prohibited by
Title IX. 34 C.F.R. 106.8(c); North Haven Board of Education v.
Bell, 456 U.S. 512 (1982) [For legally referenced material relating
to Title IX grievance procedures, see FFH(LEGAL).]
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Compliance A district that employs 15 or more persons shall designate at least
Coordinators one person to coordinate its efforts to comply with Section 504 of
Section 504 the Rehabilitation Act. The district's Section 504 notification [see
DAA] shall also identify the responsible employee so designated.
34 C.FR. 104.7(a), .8(a)

ADA A district that employs 50 or more persons shall designate at least
one employee to coordinate its efforts to comply with and carry out
its responsibilities under the ADA, including any investigation of
any complaint communicated to it alleging its noncompliance with
the ADA or alleging any actions that would be prohibited by the
ADA. The district shall make available to all interested individuals
the name, office address, and telephone number of the employee
or employees so designated. 28 C.F.R. 35.107(a)

ADEA A district shall designate at least one employee to coordinate its ef-
forts to comply with and carry out its responsibilities under the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA), including investigation
of any complaints that the district receives alleging any actions that
are prohibited by the ADEA. A district shall notify its employees of
the identity of the responsible employee by name or title, address,
and telephone number. 34 C.F.R. 110.25(a), (b)

Title IX A district must designate and authorize at least one employee to
coordinate its efforts to comply with its responsibilities under Title
IX, which employee must be referred to as the “Title IX Coordina-
tor.” The district must notify applicants for admission and employ-
ment, students, parents or legal guardians, employees, and all pro-
fessional organizations holding professional agreements with the
district of the name or title, office address, electronic mail address,
and telephone number of the employee(s) so designated. 34 C.FR.
106.8(a)
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Principal A board, by local policy, shall adopt qualifications for principals. Ed-
Qualifications ucation Code 11.202(c)
Certification State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) rules establish the
requirements for receiving a principal certificate and for first-time
principals in Texas. 19 TAC Ch. 241
Duties The principal shall be the instructional leader of the school and

Principal’'s Report to
Superintendent

Educators
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shall be provided with adequate training and personnel assistance
to assume that role. Education Code 11.202(a)

A principal shall:

1. Approve all teacher and staff appointments for the campus.
[See DK]

2. Set specific education objectives for the campus, through the
planning process.

Develop budgets for the campus.

4. Assume administrative responsibility and instructional leader-
ship, under the supervision of the superintendent, for disci-
pline at the campus.

5. Assign, evaluate, and promote all personnel assigned to the
campus.

6. Recommend to the superintendent the termination, suspen-
sion, or nonrenewal of an employee assigned to the campus.

7. Perform any other duties assigned by the superintendent pur-
suant to board policy.

8. Regularly consult with the campus-level committee in the
planning, operation, supervision, and evaluation of the cam-
pus educational program. [See BQ series]

9. Each school year, with the assistance of the campus-level
committee, develop, review, and revise the campus improve-
ment plan. [See BQ]

10. For high school principals, serve, or appoint someone to
serve, as deputy voter registrar for the county in which the
school is located. Election Code 13.046; 1 TAC 81.7

Education Code 11.202(b), .253(c), (h) [See also DMA]

A principal must notify the superintendent not later than the sev-
enth business day after the date:

1.  Of an educator's termination of employment or resignation fol-
lowing an alleged incident of misconduct under Education
Code 21.006(b); or
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2. The principal knew about an educator's criminal record under
Education Code 21.006(b)(1).
Education Code 21.006(b-2); 19 TAC 249.14(e) [See Required Re-
ports at DHB(LEGAL)]
Noncertified A principal must notify the superintendent not later than the sev-
Employees enth business day after the date of a noncertified employee's termi-

Sanctions and
Administrative
Penalty

Criminal Offense

School Nurse

Minimum Salary
Schedule

Licensed Vocational
Nurse
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nation or resignation following allegations that the employee:

1.  Abused or otherwise committed an unlawful act with a student
or minor; or

2. Was involved in a romantic relationship with or solicited or en-
gaged in sexual contact with a student or minor.

Education Code 22.093(e) [See Principal Notification at DHC(LE-
GAL)]

SBEC determines whether to impose sanctions, including an ad-
ministrative penalty, against a principal who fails to provide notifica-
tion to a superintendent. Education Code 21.006(f), 22.093(i); 19
TAC 249.14(e), (h)

If a principal is required to notify a superintendent about an educa-
tor's criminal record or alleged incident of misconduct and fails to
provide the notice by the required date, SBEC may impose an ad-
ministrative penalty of not less than $500 and not more than
$10,000. SBEC may not renew the certification of an educator
against whom an administrative penalty is imposed until the pen-
alty is paid. Education Code 21.006 (i)

A principal required to notify a superintendent about an employee’s
criminal record or alleged incident of misconduct commits a state
jail felony if the principal fails to provide the notice by the required
date with intent to conceal an educator's criminal record or alleged
incident of misconduct. Education Code 21.006(j), 22.093(k)

For purposes of the minimum salary schedule, a school nurse is an
educator employed to provide full-time nursing and health-care ser-
vices and who meets all the requirements to practice as a regis-
tered nurse (RN) pursuant to the Nursing Practice Act and the rules
and regulations relating to professional nurse education, licensure,
and practice and has been issued a license to practice professional
nursing in Texas. 19 TAC 153.1022(a)(1)(D)

The practice of vocational nursing must be performed under the
supervision of an RN, physician, physician assistant, podiatrist, or
dentist. Occupations Code 301.353
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Supervision is the process of directing, guiding, and influencing the
outcome of an individual's performance of an activity. 22 TAC
217.11(2)

“Nursing peer review committee” includes a committee established
under the authority of the governing body of a political subdivision
for the purpose of conducting peer review.

A person shall establish a nursing peer review committee to con-
duct nursing peer review under Occupations Code Chapter 303
and Chapter 301:

1.  For vocational nurses, if the person regularly employs, hires,
or contracts for the services of eight or more nurses; and

2.  For professional nurses, if the person regularly employs,
hires, or contracts for the services of eight or more nurses, at
least four of whom are RNs.

A person required to establish a nursing peer review committee un-
der this section may contract with another entity to conduct peer
review for the person.

Occupations Code 303.001(4), .0015

Note: Education Code 33.002 regarding certified school coun-
selors applies only to school districts that apply for, re-
ceive, and allocate funds under Education Code
33.002(a).

A district with 500 or more students enrolled in elementary school
grades shall employ a certified school counselor for each elemen-
tary school and at least one school counselor for each 500 elemen-
tary school students [see DBA].

A district with fewer than 500 students enrolled in elementary
school grades shall provide guidance and counseling services to
elementary school students by any of the following methods:

1. Employing a part-time certified school counselor.

2. Employing a part-time teacher who is also certified as a
school counselor.

3. Entering into a shared services agreement with one or more
other districts to share a certified school counselor.

Education Code 33.002
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DP
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Note: Education Code 33.006 applies to all districts that em-

ploy school counselors.

The primary responsibility of a school counselor is to counsel stu-
dents to fully develop each student's academic, career, personal,
and social abilities. In addition, a school counselor shall:

1.

Participate in planning, implementing, and evaluating a com-
prehensive developmental guidance program to serve all stu-
dents and to address the special needs of students who are:

a. Atrisk of dropping out of school, becoming substance
abusers, participating in gang activity, or committing sui-
cide;

b. In need of modified instructional strategies; or

c. Gifted and talented, with emphasis on identifying and
serving gifted and talented students who are education-
ally disadvantaged,

Consult with students’ parents or guardians and make refer-
rals as appropriate in consultation with parents or guardians;

Consult with school staff, parents, and other community mem-
bers to help them increase the effectiveness of students’ edu-
cation and promote student success;

Coordinate people and resources in the school, home, and
community;

With the assistance of school staff, interpret standardized test
results and other assessment data that help a student make
educational and career plans;

Deliver classroom guidance activities or serve as a consultant
to teachers conducting lessons based on the school’s guid-
ance curriculum; and

Serve as an impartial, non-reporting resource for interper-
sonal conflicts and discord involving two or more students, in-
cluding accusations of bullying under Education Code
37.0832.

Nothing in item 7, above, exempts a school counselor from any
mandatory reporting requirements imposed by other provisions of

law.

Education Code 33.006
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A school district may employ or contract with one or more nonphy-
sician mental health professionals.

In this section, “nonphysician mental health professional” means:

1.  Apsychologist licensed to practice in this state and desig-
nated as a health-service provider;

2.  An RN with a master's or doctoral degree in psychiatric nurs-
ing;

3. Alicensed clinical social worker;

4. A professional counselor licensed to practice in this state; or

5. A marriage and family therapist licensed to practice in this
state.

Education Code 38.0101

Note: For information about mental health treatment, including
counseling, see FFEA.

The Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council (TBHEC) has au-
thority over the delivery of school psychological services in public
schools. Recognizing the purview of the State Board of Education
(SBOE) and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) in safeguarding
the rights of school children in Texas, the TBHEC adopts and en-
forces rules that reflect the occupational distinctions between the
delivery of school psychological services in public schools and psy-
chological services in the private sector. 22 TAC 465.38(a)

Licensed specialist in school psychology (LSSP) means a person
who holds a license to engage in the practice of psychology under
Occupations Code 501.260. Occupations Code 501.002(2)

School psychological services may be provided in Texas public
schools only by an LSSP or other individual authorized by TBHEC
in accordance with TBHEC rules. 22 TAC 465.38(e)

An LSSP is trained to address psychological and behavioral prob-
lems manifested in and associated with educational systems by uti-
lizing psychological concepts and methods in programs or actions
that attempt to improve the learning, adjustment and behavior of
students. These activities include, but are not limited to:

1. Addressing special education eligibility;

2. Conducting manifestation determinations;
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3. Assisting with the development and implementation of individ-
ual educational programs (IEPs);
4.  Conducting behavioral assessments; and
5. Designing and implementing behavioral interventions and
supports.
The assessment of emotional or behavioral disturbance, solely for
educational purposes, using psychological techniques and proce-
dures is considered the practice of school psychology.
An LSSP may not provide psychological services in any context or
capacity outside of a public or private school.
22 TAC 465.38(b), (c)

Standards The delivery of school psychological services in Texas public
schools shall be consistent with nationally recognized standards for
the practice of school psychology.

Occupations Code 501.260(c),; 22 TAC 465.38(b)(3)

Notice of An LSSP who contracts with a school to provide school psychologi-

Assignment or cal services must notify the school of any intent or plan to subcon-

Subcontract tract or assign those services to another provider prior to entering

Compliance with
Applicable
Education Laws
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into the agreement. An LSSP shall be responsible for ensuring the
school psychological services delivered comply with TBHEC stand-
ards. 22 TAC 465.38 (e)(3)

LSSPs shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws af-
fecting the practice of school psychology, including, but not limited
to:

1. Texas Education Code;

2. Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20
U.S.C. 1232g;

3. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C.
1400 et seq.;

4, Texas Public Information Act, Texas Government Code, Chap-
ter 552;

5. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and
6. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 42 U.S.C. 12101.
22 TAC 465.38 (f)
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Courses in the foundation and enrichment curriculum in grades 6—
12 must be provided in a manner that allows all grade promotion
and high school graduation requirements to be met in a timely
manner. A district is not required to offer a specific course in the
foundation and enrichment curriculum except as specified in

19 Administrative Code 74.3. 19 TAC 74.3(c)

A district that offers grades 6—8 must provide instruction in the re-
quired curriculum as specified in 19 Administrative Code 74.1, re-
lating to essential knowledge and skills. A district must ensure that
sufficient time is provided for teachers to teach and for students to
learn English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
at least one of the four disciplines in fine arts (art, dance, music,
theatre), health, physical education, technology applications, and
to the extent possible, languages other than English. The school
district may provide instruction in a variety of arrangements and
settings, including mixed-age programs designed to permit flexible
learning arrangements for developmentally appropriate instruction
for all student populations to support student attainment of course
and grade level standards. 19 TAC 74.3(a)(1)

A district shall require students in grades 68 to participate in mod-
erate or vigorous daily physical activity for at least 30 minutes for at
least four semesters during those grade levels as part of the dis-
trict's physical education curriculum.

A district may as an alternative require a student enrolled in a
grade level for which the district uses block scheduling to partici-
pate in moderate or vigorous physical activity for at least 225
minutes during each period of two school weeks.

A district must provide an exemption for:

1. Astudent who is unable to participate in the required physical
activity because of iliness or disability; and

2. Astudent who participates in an extracurricular activity with a
moderate or vigorous physical activity component that is con-
sidered a structured activity and meets the requirements for
extracurricular activity as defined at 19 Administrative Code
76.1001.

A district may allow an exemption for a student on a middle or jun-
ior high school campus participating in a school-related activity or
an activity sponsored by a private league or club only if that activity
meets each of the following requirements:

1. The activity must be structured;

2. The board must certify the activity; and
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3. The student must provide proof of participation in the activity.

A “structured activity” is an activity that meets, at a minimum, each

of the following requirements:

1.  The activity is based on the grade appropriate movement,
physical activity and health, and social development strands
of the essential knowledge and skills for physical education
specified in 19 Administrative Code Chapter 116; and

2.  The activity is organized and monitored by school personnel
or by appropriately trained instructors who are part of a pro-
gram that has been certified by the board.

Education Code 28.002(l)—(I-1); 19 TAC 103.1003

Fine Arts The school district must ensure that, beginning with students who

Requirement

Instruction in High
School, College,
and Career
Preparation
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enter grade 6 in the 2010-11 school year, each student completes
one Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills-based fine arts course
in grade 6, grade 7, or grade 8. Education Code 28.002(c-1); 19
TAC 74.3(a)(2)

A district shall offer and maintain evidence that students have the

opportunity to take courses in at least three of the four disciplines

in fine arts. The requirement to offer three of the four disciplines in
fine arts may be reduced to two by the commissioner of education
upon application of a school district with a total middle school en-

roliment of less than 250 students. 719 TAC 74.3(a)(3)

Each district shall provide instruction to students in grade 7 or 8 in
preparing for high school, college, and a career. The instruction
must include information regarding:

1. The creation of a high school personal graduation plan under
Education Code 28.02121;

2. The distinguished level of achievement described by Educa-
tion Code 28.025(b-15);

3. Each endorsement described by Education Code 28.025(c-1);
4. College readiness standards; and

5. Potential career choices and the education needed to enter
those careers.

A district may provide the instruction as part of an existing course
in the required curriculum; provide the instruction as part of an ex-
isting career and technology course designated by the State Board
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High School Courses
at Earlier Grades

Grades 9-12 Course
Offerings
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of Education (SBOE) as appropriate for that purpose; or establish a
new elective course through which to provide the instruction.

Education Code 28.016

A district may offer courses designated for grades 9-12 in earlier
grade levels. 19 TAC 74.26(b)

A district that offers grades 9-12 shall provide instruction in the re-
quired curriculum as specified in 19 Administrative Code 74.1. A
district shall ensure that sufficient time is provided for teachers to
teach and for students to learn the subjects in the required curricu-
lum. 19 TAC 74.3(b)(1)

A district shall offer the courses listed below in grades 9-12 and
shall maintain evidence that students have the opportunity to take
these courses:

1.  English language arts — English |, Il, Ill, IV, and at least one
additional advanced English course.

2. Mathematics — Algebra |, Algebra |, Geometry, Precalculus,
and Mathematical Models with Applications.

3. Science — Integrated Physics and Chemistry, Biology, Chem-
istry, Physics, and at least two additional science courses se-
lected from Aquatic Science, Astronomy, Earth and Space
Science, Environmental Systems, Advanced Animal Science,
Advanced Biotechnology, Advanced Plant and Soil Science,
Anatomy and Physiology, Engineering Design and Problem
Solving, Food Science, Forensic Science, Medical Microbiol-
ogy, Pathophysiology, Scientific Research and Design, and
Principles of Engineering.

a. The requirement to offer two additional courses may be
reduced to one by the commissioner upon application of
a district with a total high school enroliment of less than
500 students.

b. Science courses shall include at least 40 percent hands-
on laboratory investigations and field work using appro-
priate scientific inquiry.

4. Social studies — United States History Studies Since 1877,
World History Studies, United States Government, World Ge-
ography Studies, Personal Financial Literacy, and Economics
with Emphasis on the Free Enterprise System and Its Bene-
fits.

5.  Physical education — at least two of the following:
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a. Foundations of Personal Fitness,
b. Adventure/Outdoor Education;
c. Aerobic Activities; or
d. Team or Individual Sports.

6. Fine arts — courses selected from at least two of the four fine
arts areas (art, music, theatre, and dance) as follows:
a. ArtL LI IV,

b.  Music |, II, llI, IV;
c. Theatre |, Il, Ill, IV; or
d. Dance |, II, llI, IV.

7. Career and technical education [see EEL] — three or more
career and technical education courses for four or more cred-
its with at least one advanced course aligned with a specified
number of TEA-designated programs of study determined by
enrollment as follows:

a. One program of study for a district with fewer than 500
students enrolled in high school;

b. Two programs of study for a district with 501-1,000 stu-
dents enrolled in high school;

c. Three programs of study for a district with 1,001-2,000
students enrolled in high school;

d. Four programs of study for a district with 1,001-5,000
students enrolled in high school;

e. Five programs of study for a district with 5,001-10,000
students enrolled in high school; and

f.  Six programs of study for a district with more than
10,000 students enrolled in high school.

8. Languages other than English — Levels I, II, and Ill or higher
of the same language.

9. Computer science — one course selected from Fundamentals

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
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of Computer Science, Computer Science |, or Advanced
Placement (AP) Computer Science Principles.

10. Speech — Communication Applications.
19 TAC 74.3(b)(2)
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Personal Financial
Literacy

Applied Courses

Research Writing
Component

Parenting
Awareness Program

High School
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A district must provide each student the opportunity each year to
select courses in which he or she intends to participate from a list
that includes all courses listed above. If a district will not offer all re-
quired courses every year, but intends to offer particular courses
only every other year, it must notify all enrolled students of that
fact.

A district shall teach any course a student is specifically required to
take for high school graduation at least once in any two
consecutive school years. For a subject that has an end-of-course
assessment, a district shall either teach the course every year or
use alternate delivery systems, as described in 19 Administrative
Code Chapter 74, Subchapter C, to enable students to earn credit
for the course and shall maintain evidence thereof.

19 TAC 74.3(b)(4)

A district may offer additional courses from the complete list of
courses approved by the SBOE to satisfy graduation requirements.
19 TAC 74.3(b)(3)

A district may allow a student to enroll concurrently in Algebra | and
geometry. Education Code 28.025(b-6)

Each district shall provide an elective course in personal financial
literacy that meets the requirements for a one-half elective credit,
using materials approved by the SBOE. The instruction in personal
financial literacy must include instruction on completing the appli-
cation for federal student aid provided by the Department of Edu-
cation. In fulfilling the requirement to provide financial literacy in-
struction, a district may use an existing state, federal, private, or
nonprofit program that provides students without charge the de-
scribed instruction. Education Code 28.0021(b)

A school district may offer the foundation curriculum in an applied
manner. The courses delivered in an applied manner must cover
the essential knowledge and skills, and the student shall be admin-
istered the applicable end-of-course assessment instrument. Edu-
cation Code 28.025(b-4)

For students entering grade 9 beginning with the 2007-08 school
year, districts must ensure that one or more courses offered in the
required curriculum for the Recommended and Advanced/
Distinguished Achievement High School Programs include a re-
search writing component. 19 TAC 74.3(b)(5)

A district shall use the parenting and paternity awareness program
developed by the SBOE in its high school health curriculum.

5of8



Brownsville ISD

031901

BASIC INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM EHAC

REQUIRED INSTRUCTION (SECONDARY) (LEGAL)
Middle and Junior A district may use the program in the district's middle or junior high
High School school curriculum.
Program Implementation of this requirement shall comply with the require-

Requirements

Local Programs and
Materials

Parent Permission

Alcohol Awareness
Instruction

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
EHAC(LEGAL)-P

ment that the board establish a local school health advisory council
to assist the district in ensuring that local community values are re-
flected in the district’'s health education instruction.

A district may add elements at its discretion but must include the
following areas of instruction:

1.  Parenting skills and responsibilities, including child support;

2. Relationship skills, including money management, communi-
cation, and marriage preparation; and

3.  Skills relating to the prevention of family violence, only if the
district's middle, junior high, or high schools do not have a
family violence program.

At the discretion of the district, a teacher may modify the sug-
gested sequence and pace of the program at any grade level.

A district may develop or adopt research-based programs and cur-
riculum materials for use in conjunction with the program devel-
oped by the SBOE. The programs and curriculum materials may
provide instruction in:

1.  Child development;

2. Parenting skills, including child abuse and neglect prevention;
and

3. Assertiveness skills to prevent teenage pregnancy, abusive
relationships, and family violence.

A student under 14 years of age may not participate in the program
without the permission of the student’s parent or person standing in
parental relation to the student.

Education Code 28.002(p); 19 TAC 74.35(a)

A district shall incorporate instruction in the dangers, causes, con-
sequences, signs, symptoms, and treatment of binge drinking and
alcohol poisoning into any course meeting a requirement for a
health education credit.

A district shall choose an evidence-based alcohol awareness pro-
gram to use in the district’'s middle school, junior high school, and
high school health curriculum from a list of programs approved by
the commissioner for this purpose.
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“Evidence-based alcohol awareness program” means a program,
practice, or strategy that has been proven to effectively prevent or
delay alcohol use among students, as determined by evaluations
that use valid and reliable measures and that are published in
peer-reviewed journals.

Education Code 28.002(r); 19 TAC 74.35(b)

For all students who entered grade 7 in the 2010-11 school year
and thereafter, a district shall provide instruction to students in
grades 7—12 in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). The instruc-
tion may be provided as a part of any course. A student shall re-
ceive the instruction at least once before graduation from high
school.

CPR instruction must include training that has been developed by
the American Heart Association or the American Red Cross or us-
ing nationally recognized, evidence-based guidelines for emer-
gency cardiovascular care and incorporating psychomotor skills to
support the instruction.

A district may use emergency medical technicians, paramedics,
police officers, firefighters, representatives of the American Heart
Association or the American Red Cross, teachers, other school
employees, or other similarly qualified individuals to provide in-
struction and training. Instruction is not required to result in CPR
certification. If instruction is intended to result in certification, the
course instructor must be authorized to provide the instruction by
the American Heart Association, the American Red Cross, or a sim-
ilar nationally recognized association; otherwise, an instructor is
not required to be certified in CPR.

A district may waive this requirement for a student who, due to a
disability, is unable to complete the instruction. The determination
regarding a student's ability to complete the CPR requirement must
be made by:

1.  The student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) com-
mittee if the student receives special education services un-
der Education Code, Chapter 29, Subchapter A; or

2. The committee established for the student under Section 504,
if the student does not receive special education services, but
is covered by Section 504.

Education Code 28.0023 (c)—(e), (g); 19 TAC 74.38

A district may accept from TEA donations the agency receives un-
der Education Code 7.026 for use in providing instruction to stu-
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dents in the principles and techniques of CPR. A district may ac-
cept other donations, including donations of equipment, for use in
providing CPR instruction. Education Code 29.903

For any student entering grade 9 in the 2018-19 school year and
thereafter, a district shall provide instruction in one or more courses
to students in grades 9-12 on proper interaction with peace officers
during traffic stops and other in-person encounters. The required
instruction may be provided as part of any course or courses and
must be provided to each student at least once before graduation
from high school.

The instruction must include all the information required by 19 Ad-
ministrative Code 74.39(b). A district shall use materials developed
through a memorandum of understanding among the Texas Com-
mission on Law Enforcement, the State Board of Education, and
the Texas Education Agency. A district may tailor the instruction de-
veloped under this section as appropriate for the district’s commu-
nity. In tailoring the instruction, the district shall solicit input from lo-
cal law enforcement agencies, driver training schools, and the
community.

A district shall clearly indicate on the transcript or academic
achievement record the year in which the instruction was provided
to the student.

19 TAC 74.39; Education Code 28.012
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in accordance with Education Code 48.104, each district shall re-
port to the agency the census block group in which each student
enrolled in the district who is educationally disadvantaged resides.
Education Code 48.104(i)

At least 55 percent of the district’'s compensatory education funds
must be used to:

1.  Fund supplemental programs and services designed to elimi-
nate any disparity in performance on assessment instruments
administered under Education Code Chapter 39, Subchapter
B or disparity in the rates of high school completion between:

a. Students who are educationally disadvantaged and stu-
dents who are not educationally disadvantaged; and

b. Students at risk of dropping out of school, as defined be-
low, and all other students; or

2. Support a program eligible under Title | of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 [see AID], and its subse-
quent amendments, and by federal regulations implementing
that Act.

Education Code 48.104(k)

A district with a high dropout rate, as determined by the commis-
sioner, shall submit a plan to the commissioner describing the
manner in which the district intends to use its compensatory edu-
cation allotment for developing and implementing research-based
strategies for dropout prevention.

A district shall submit the plan not later than December 1 of each

school year preceding the school year in which the district will re-
ceive the compensatory education allotment to which the plan ap-
plies.

A district may not spend or obligate more than 25 percent of the
district's compensatory education allotment unless the commis-
sioner approves the plan.

A district’s plan shall:

1.  Design a dropout recovery plan that includes career and tech-
nology education courses or technology applications courses
that lead to industry or career certification;

2. Integrate into the dropout recovery plan research-based strat-
egies to assist students in becoming able academically to pur-
sue postsecondary education, including:
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a. High-quality, college readiness instruction with strong ac-
ademic and social supports;

b. Secondary to postsecondary bridging that builds college
readiness skills, provides a plan for college completion,
and ensures transition counseling; and

c. Information concerning appropriate supports available in
the first year of postsecondary enrollment to ensure
postsecondary persistence and success, to the extent
funds are available for the purpose; and

3. Plan to offer advanced academic and transition opportunities,
including dual credit courses and college preparatory courses,
such as advanced placement courses.

A district may enter into a partnership with a public junior college in
accordance with Education Code 29.402 [see GNC] in order to ful-
fill a plan.

Any program designed to fulfill a plan must comply with the re-
quirements of Education Code 29.081(e) and (f).

Education Code 29.918

To be considered educationally disadvantaged in order to be
counted to generate the compensatory education allotment pursu-
ant to Education Code 48.104, a student must meet the income re-
quirements for eligibility under the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP), authorized by 42 U.S.C. 1751, et seq.

Districts may use the following approved methods for the purpose
of receiving the compensatory education allotment pursuant to Ed-
ucation Code 48.104:

1. Parent certification, where the parent or guardian asserts
meeting the income requirements for eligibility;

2. Direct certification, where the process by which eligible chil-
dren are certified for free meals without the need for a house-
hold application based on household participation in one or
more federal assistance programs; or

3. Direct verification, where public records are used to verify a
student's eligibility for free or reduced-price meals when verifi-
cation of student eligibility is required.

19 TAC 61.1027(a)

Districts must request prior approval from the commissioner to
claim students receiving a full-time virtual education through the
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vantaged students. The request must include a plan detailing the
enhanced services to be delivered to full-time state virtual school
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Definition of At-Risk  “Student at risk of dropping out of school” includes each student
Student who is under 26 years of age and who:

1

10.

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
EHBC(LEGAL)-P

Was not advanced from one grade level to the next for one or
more school years, unless the student did not advance from
prekindergarten or kindergarten to the next grade level only
as a result of the request of the student’s parent;

If the student is in grades 7—12, did not maintain an average
equivalent to 70 on a scale of 100 in two or more subjects in
the foundation curriculum during a semester in the preceding
or current school year, or is not maintaining such an average
in two or more subjects in the foundation curriculum in the
current semester;

Did not perform satisfactorily on a state assessment instru-
ment and who has not in the previous or current school year
subsequently performed on that instrument or another appro-
priate instrument at a level equal to at least 110 percent of the
level of satisfactory performance on that instrument;

If the student is in prekindergarten, kindergarten, or grades
1-3, did not perform satisfactorily on a readiness test or as-
sessment instrument administered during the current school
year;

Is pregnant or is a parent;

Has been placed in a DAEP in accordance with Education
Code 37.006 during the preceding or current school year;

Has been expelled in accordance with Education Code
37.007 during the preceding or current school year,

Is currently on parole, probation, deferred prosecution, or
other conditional release;

Was previously reported through the Public Education Infor-
mation Management System (PEIMS) to have dropped out of
school;

Is a student of limited English proficiency, as defined by Sec-
tion 29.052;
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11. s in the custody or care of the Department of Family and Pro-
tective Services or has, during the current school year, been
referred to the department by a school official, officer of the ju-
venile court, or law enforcement official;

12. Is homeless [see FDJ;

13. Resided in the preceding school year or resides in the current
school year in a residential placement facility in a district, in-
cluding a detention facility, substance abuse treatment facility,
emergency shelter, psychiatric hospital, halfway house, cot-
tage home operation, specialized child-care home, or general
residential operation; or

14. Has been incarcerated, or has a parent or guardian who has
been incarcerated, within the lifetime of the student, in a penal
institution as defined by Penal Code 1.07.

Education Code 29.081(d)(1)

Regardless of the student’s age, a student who participates in an
adult education program provided under a high school diploma and
industry certification charter school program is considered a “stu-
dent at risk of dropping out of high school.” Education Code
29.081(d)(2)

In addition to students described above, a student who satisfies lo-
cal eligibility criteria adopted by a board may receive compensatory
education services. The number of students receiving services un-
der local eligibility criteria during a school year may not exceed ten
percent of the number of students described above who received
services from the district during the preceding school year. Educa-
tion Code 29.081(g)

A district shall use student performance data from state basic skills
assessment instruments and achievement tests to design and im-
plement appropriate compensatory, intensive, or accelerated in-
structional services for students in the district’s schools that enable
the students to perform at grade level at the conclusion of the next
regular school term. Education Code 29.081(a)

A district shall provide accelerated instruction to an enrolled stu-
dent who has taken an end-of-course assessment instrument and
has not performed satisfactorily or who is at risk of dropping out of
school.

A district shall offer before the next scheduled administration of the
assessment instrument, without cost to the student, additional ac-
celerated instruction to each student in any subject in which the
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student failed to perform satisfactorily on an end-of-course assess-
ment instrument required for graduation.

A district that is required to provide accelerated instruction must
separately budget sufficient funds for that purpose. [See CE]

A district shall evaluate the effectiveness of accelerated instruction
programs and annually hold a public hearing to consider the re-
sults.

Education Code 29.081(b), (b-1), (b-2), (b-3), 39.025(b-1)

Each time a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an assess-
ment instrument administered under Education Code 39.023(c),
the district in which the student attends school shall provide to the
student accelerated instruction in the applicable subject area, using
funds appropriated for accelerated instruction under Education
Code 28.0211. Accelerated instruction may require participation of
the student before or after normal school hours and may include
participation at times of the year outside normal school operations.
Education Code 28.0217

A district shall evaluate and document the effectiveness of the ac-
celerated instruction in reducing any disparity in performance on
state assessment instruments or disparity in the rates of high
school completion between students at risk of dropping out of
school and all other district students. Education Code 29.081(c)

A district may use a private or public community-based dropout re-
covery education program to provide alternative education pro-
grams for students at risk of dropping out of school. The program
may be offered at a campus or through the use of an online pro-
gram that leads to a high school diploma and prepares the student
to enter the workforce. A campus-based dropout recovery educa-
tion program must meet the criteria set forth at Education Code
29.081(e-1)(1)—(5). An online dropout recovery education program
must meet the criteria set forth at Education Code 29.081(e-2)(1)—

(8).

Students in attendance at a dropout recovery education program
shall be included in a district's average daily attendance for funding
purposes.

Education Code 29.081(e)—(f)

An elementary or secondary school receiving funding under Edu-
cation Code 33.156 shall participate in the Communities in Schools
(CIS) program if the number of students enrolled in the school who
are at risk of dropping out of school is equal to at least ten percent
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of the number of students in average daily attendance at the
school, as determined by TEA. Education Code 33.157

A district may set aside an amount from the district's compensatory
education allotment or may apply to the agency for funding of an
extended year program. Education Code 29.082(a); 19 TAC
105.1001

A district may provide an optional flexible year program (OFYP) for
students who did not or are not likely to perform successfully on
state assessment instruments or who would not otherwise be pro-
moted to the next grade level. Education Code 29.0821; 19 TAC
129.1029

Notwithstanding Education Code 25.081 or 25.082, a district may
apply to the commissioner to provide a flexible school day program
(OFSDP) for students who:

1. Have dropped out of school or are at risk of dropping out of
school as defined by Education Code 29.081;

2. Attend a campus that is implementing an innovative redesign
of the campus or an early college high school under a plan
approved by the commissioner; or

3. As a result of attendance requirements under Education Code
25.092, will be denied credit for one or more classes in which
the students have been enrolled.

Education Code 29.0822

A district may apply to the commissioner to provide an OFSDP for
students, in accordance with 19 Administrative Code 129.1027.

A board must approve the application. The board must include the
OFSDP as an item on the regular agenda for a board meeting
providing options for public input concerning the proposed applica-
tion before applying to operate an OFSDP. The application shall in-
clude the information described in 19 Administrative Code
129.1027.

19 TAC 129.1027(c)

A district may provide tutorial services at district schools. If a dis-
trict provides tutorial services, it shall require a student whose
grade in a subject for a reporting period is lower than the equiva-
lent of 70 on a scale of 100 to attend tutorials. [See EC for provi-
sions on loss of class time.]
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ficient credit or who have not earned sufficient credit to advance to
grade 10 and who fail to meet minimum skills levels established by
the commissioner.

With the consent of a student’s parent or guardian, a district may
assign a student to the basic skills program.

A basic skills program may not exceed 210 instructional days and
must meet the requirements set forth at Education Code 29.086.

Education Code 29.086(a)

A district may provide an intensive after-school program or an in-
tensive program during the period that school is recessed for the
summer to provide mathematics and science instruction to:

1.  Students who are not performing at grade level in mathemat-
ics or science to assist those students in performing at grade
level;

2. Students who are not performing successfully in a mathemat-
ics course or science course to assist those students in suc-
cessfully completing the course; or

3. Other students as determined by the district.
Before providing a program, a board must adopt a policy for:

1.  Determining student eligibility for participating in the program
that:

a. Prescribes the grade level or course a student must be
enrolled in to be eligible; and

b. Provides for considering teacher recommendations in
determining eligibility;

2. Ensuring that parents of or persons standing in parental rela-
tion to eligible students are provided notice of the program;

3. Ensuring that eligible students are encouraged to attend the
program;
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4. Ensuring that the program is offered at one or more locations
in the district that are easily accessible to eligible students;
and

5. Measuring student progress on completion of the program.
Education Code 29.088, .090; 19 TAC 102.1041

A district may provide a mentoring services program to students at
risk of dropping out of school. A board may arrange for any public
or nonprofit community-based organization to come to the district’s
schools and implement the program.

A board shall obtain the consent of a student’s parent or guardian
before allowing the student to participate in the program.

Education Code 29.089

A district shall implement an accelerated reading instruction pro-
gram that provides reading instruction that addresses reading defi-
ciencies to each student in kindergarten, first grade, or second
grade who is determined, on the basis of reading instrument re-
sults [see EKC], to be at risk for dyslexia or other reading difficul-
ties. The district shall determine the form, content, and timing of the
program.

A district shall provide additional reading instruction and interven-
tion to each student given the seventh grade reading assessment
[see EKC], as appropriate to improve the student’s reading skills in
the relevant areas identified through the assessment instrument.

Education Code 28.006(g), (g-1), (k)

A district shall offer an intensive program of instruction to a student
who does not perform satisfactorily on a state assessment
instrument or is not likely to receive a high school diploma before
the fifth school year following the student’s enrollment in grade 9,
as determined by the district.

The program shall be designed to:
1. Enable the student to:

a. To the extent practicable, perform at the student’s grade
level at the conclusion of the next regular school term; or

b. Attain a standard of annual growth specified by a district
and reported by the district to TEA; and

2. If applicable, carry out the purposes of Education Code
28.0211. [See EIE]
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For a student in a special education program who does not perform
satisfactorily on an assessment instrument administered under Ed-
ucation Code 39.023(a), (b), or (c), the student’s admission, re-
view, and dismissal committee shall design the program to:

1. Enable the student to attain a standard of annual growth on
the basis of the student’s individualized education program
(IEP); and

2. If applicable, carry out the purposes of Education Code
28.0211. [See EIE]

A district shall use funds appropriated by the legislature for an in-
tensive program of instruction to plan and implement intensive in-
struction and other activities aimed at helping a student satisfy
state and local high school graduation requirements.

A district’'s determination of the appropriateness of an intensive
program of instruction for a student is final and does not create a
cause of action.

Education Code 28.0213

Each district shall partner with at least one institution of higher edu-
cation to develop and provide courses in college preparatory math-
ematics and English language arts. The courses must be designed:

1. For students at the 12th grade level whose performance on:

a. An end-of-course assessment instrument required under
Education Code 39.023(c) does not meet college readi-
ness standards; or

b. Coursework, a college entrance examination, or an as-
sessment instrument designated under Education Code
51.334 [Texas Success Initiative (TSI) assessment] indi-
cates that the student is not ready to perform entry-level
college coursework; and

2. To prepare students for success in entry-level college
courses.

A course must be provided on the campus of the high school offer-
ing the course or through distance learning or as an online course
provided through an institution of higher education with which the
district partners.

Appropriate faculty of each high school offering courses and appro-
priate faculty of each institution of higher education with which the
district partners shall meet regularly as necessary to ensure that
each course is aligned with college readiness expectations.
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student's parent or guardian regarding the benefits of enrolling in a
course.

A student who successfully completes an English language arts
course may use the credit earned toward satisfying the advanced
English language arts curriculum requirement for the foundation
high school program under Education Code 28.025(b-1)(1). A stu-
dent who successfully completes a mathematics course may use
the credit earned in the course toward satisfying an advanced
mathematics curriculum requirement under Education Code 28.025
after completion of the mathematics curriculum requirements for
the foundation high school program under Education Code
28.025(b-1)(2).

A course may be offered for dual credit at the discretion of the insti-
tution of higher education with which a district partners.

Each district, in consultation with each institution of higher educa-
tion with which the district partners, shall develop or purchase in-
structional materials for a course consistent with Education Code
Chapter 31. The instructional materials must include technology re-
sources that enhance the effectiveness of the course and draw on
established best practices.

Education Code 28.014

A student enrolled in a college preparatory mathematics or English
language arts course under Education Code 28.014 who satisfies
the TSI college readiness benchmarks on an assessment instru-
ment administered at the end of the course satisfies the require-
ments concerning and is exempt from the administration of the Al-
gebra | or the English | and English |l end-of-course assessment
instruments, as applicable, as prescribed by Education Code
39.023(c) [see EKB], even if the student did not perform satisfacto-
rily on a previous administration of the applicable end-of-course as-
sessment instrument. A student who fails to perform satisfactorily
on the assessment instrument may retake that assessment instru-
ment or may take the appropriate end-of-course assessment in-
strument. Education Code 39.025(a-1)
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A student may graduate and receive a diploma only if the student:

1. Successfully completes the curriculum requirements identified
by the State Board of Education (SBOE) [see State Gradua-
tion Requirements, below], has performed satisfactorily on ap-
plicable state assessments [see EKB], and complies with the
financial aid application requirements in Education Code
28.0256 [see below]; or

2. Successfully completes an individualized education program
(IEP) developed under Education Code 29.005. [See EHBAB]

Education Code 28.025(c)

Note: Education Code 28.0256 applies beginning with students
enrolled at the 12th grade level during the 2021-22
school year.

Before graduating from high school, each student must complete
and submit a free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a
Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA).

A student is not required to comply with the above provision if:

1. The student's parent or other person standing in parental rela-
tion submits a signed form indicating that the parent or other
person authorizes the student to decline to complete and sub-
mit the financial aid application;

2. The student signs and submits the form described above on
the student's own behalf if the student is 18 years of age or
older or the student's disabilities of minority have been re-
moved for general purposes under Family Code Chapter 31;
or

3. Aschool counselor authorizes the student to decline to com-
plete and submit the financial aid application for good cause,
as determined by the school counselor.

A district shall adopt a form to be used for purposes of this provi-
sion. The form must be approved by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) and made available in English, Spanish, and any other lan-
guage spoken by a majority of the students enrolled in a bilingual
education or special language program under Education Code
Subchapter B, Chapter 29, in the district.

If a school counselor notifies a district whether a student has com-
plied with this section for purposes of determining whether the stu-
dent meets high school graduation requirements under Education
Code 28.025, the school counselor may only indicate whether the
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student has complied with this section and may not indicate the
manner in which the student complied.
Education Code 28.0256
Note: Education Code 28.0258 and 19 Administrative Code
74.1025 related to individual graduation committees ex-
pire September 1, 2023.
Individual Without complying with the requirements above, a student may re-
Graduation ceive a diploma if the person is eligible for a diploma as deter-
Committee mined by an individual graduation committee (IGC) established un-
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der Education Code 28.0258. Education Code 28.025(c-6)

A student receiving special education services is not subject to the
IGC requirements in Education Code 28.0258 or 19 Administrative
Code 74.1025. A student's admission, review, and dismissal (ARD)
committee determines whether a student is required to achieve
satisfactory performance on an end-of-course (EOC) assessment
to graduate. 19 TAC 74.1025(n) [See EHBAB]

For each 11th or 12th grade student who has failed to comply with
the EOC assessment instrument performance requirements under
Education Code 39.025 for not more than two courses, the district
shall establish an IGC at the end of or after the student’s 11th
grade year to determine whether the student may qualify to gradu-
ate. A student may not qualify to graduate as a result of an IGC de-
cision before the student's 12th grade year.

The IGC shall be composed of:
1. The principal or principal’s designee;

2. For each EOC assessment instrument on which the student
failed to perform satisfactorily, the teacher of the course;

3. The department chair or lead teacher supervising the
teacher(s) above; and

4. As applicable:

a. The student’s parent or person standing in parental rela-
tion to the student;

b. Adesignated advocate if the parent is unable to serve;
or

c. The student, at the student’s option, if the student is at
least 18 years of age or is an emancipated minor.
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The superintendent shall establish procedures for convening the
committee.

The district shall provide an appropriate translator, if available, for a
parent, advocate, or student who is unable to speak English.

Education Code 28.0258(a)—(c), (c-2); 19 TAC 74.1025(b)

A district may not establish an initial IGC for eligible students after
June 10 or before the start of the next school year. Once the IGC
has been established, it is the original IGC for that student.

If a student leaves a district after an original IGC has been estab-
lished and before that original IGC awards a high school diploma to
the student, any other district that later enrolls the student shall re-
quest information from the student's original IGC of record and
shall implement the original IGC recommendations to the extent
possible.

In the event that the teacher identified in item 2 above is unavaila-
ble, the principal shall designate as an alternate member of the
committee a teacher certified in the subject of the EOC assess-
ment on which the student failed to perform satisfactorily and who
is most familiar with the student's performance in that subject area.

In the event that the individual identified above in item 3 above is
unavailable, the principal shall designate as an alternate member
of the committee an experienced teacher certified in the subject of
the EOC assessment on which the student failed to perform satis-
factorily and who is familiar with the content of and instructional
practices for the applicable course.

In the event that the student's parent or person standing in parental
relation to the student is unavailable to participate in the IGC, the
principal shall designate an advocate with knowledge of the stu-
dent to serve as an alternate member of the committee.

19 TAC 74.1025(c), (e), (9)—(i)

A district shall ensure a good faith effort is made to timely notify the
appropriate person described under item 4 above of the time and
place for convening the IGC and the purpose of the committee.
The notice must be provided in person or by regular mail or email;
clear and easy to understand; and written in English, in Spanish,
or, to the extent practicable, in the native language of the appropri-
ate person. Education Code 28.0258(d)
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To be eligible to graduate and receive a high school diploma from
the IGC, a student must successfully complete the curriculum re-
quirements required for high school graduation. [See State Gradu-
ation Requirements, below] Education Code 28.0258(e)

A student’s IGC shall recommend additional requirements by which
the student may qualify to graduate, including additional remedia-
tion; and for each EOC assessment instrument on which the stu-
dent failed to perform satisfactorily:

1. The completion of a project related to the subject area of the
course that demonstrates proficiency in the subject area; or

2. The preparation of a portfolio of work samples in the subject
area of the course, including work samples from the course
that demonstrate proficiency in the subject area.

A student may submit to the IGC coursework previously completed
to satisfy a recommended additional requirement.

Education Code 28.0258(f), (g)

In determining whether a student is qualified to graduate, the com-
mittee shall consider the criteria at Education Code 28.0258(h) and
any other academic information designated for consideration by
the board. After considering the criteria, the committee may deter-
mine that the student is qualified to graduate. A student may gradu-
ate and receive a high school diploma on the basis of the commit-
tee’s decision only if the student successfully completes all
additional requirements recommended by the committee, the stu-
dent meets applicable curriculum requirements, and the commit-
tee’s vote is unanimous. The decision of a committee is final and
may not be appealed. Education Code 28.0258(i)

For provisions related to an IGC and English language learners
(ELL), see EKB.

In accordance with Education Code 28.02541, a district may award
a high school diploma to an individual who:

1. Entered grade 9 before the 2011-12 school year;

2.  Successfully completed the curriculum requirements for high
school graduation applicable when the individual entered
grade 9;

3. Has not performed satisfactorily on the exit-level assessment
instrument or part of an assessment instrument required for
high school graduation, including an alternative assessment
instrument offered under Education Code 39.025(c-2),

5 of 24



Brownsville ISD

031901
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT EIF
GRADUATION (LEGAL)
4. Has been administered at least three times the required sub-
ject-area test(s) for which the individual has not performed
satisfactorily on the exit-level assessment instrument applica-
ble to the individual when the individual entered grade 9; and
5. Meets the alternative requirements for graduation in accord-
ance with 19 Administrative Code 74.1027(c) or the local al-
ternative requirements approved by the board in accordance
with 19 Administrative Code 74.1027(d).
19 TAC 74.1027(a); Education Code 28.02541
District The district in which the individual is enrolled or was last enrolled
Determination shall determine whether the individual may qualify to graduate and
receive a high school diploma on the basis of the alternative re-
quirements for graduation. 19 TAC 74.1027(b)
Alternative The alternative requirements for graduation are listed at 19 Admin-
Requirements istrative Code 74.1027(c).
Local Alternative ~ With approval by the board, a district may develop recommenda-
Requirements tions for local alternative requirements if the requirements would al-
low an individual to demonstrate proficiency in the content related
to an examination for which the individual has not performed satis-
factorily. 19 TAC 74.1027(d)
Appeals A decision regarding whether the individual qualifies to graduate
and receive a high school diploma is final and may not be ap-
pealed. 19 TAC 74.1027(e); Education Code 28.02541
Documentation The district shall maintain documentation to support the decision to

Special Education

Posthumous
Diploma
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award or not award an individual a high school diploma. 19 TAC
74.1027(f)

A student receiving special education services who successfully
completes the requirements of his or her IEP, including perfor-
mance on a state assessment required for graduation, shall re-
ceive a high school diploma. A student’'s ARD committee shall de-
termine if the student will be required to meet satisfactory
performance on an assessment for purposes of graduation.

19 TAC 101.3023(a) [See Graduation of Students Receiving Spe-
cial Education Services, below, and EKB]

Beginning with students who would have graduated at the end of
the 2019-20 school year, and on request of the student’s parent, a
district shall issue a high school diploma posthumously to each stu-
dent who died while enrolled in the district at the end of the school
year in which the student was expected to graduate under the reg-
ular schedule of school attendance. The high school diploma may
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not be issued before the graduation date of the class in which the
student was enrolled at the time of death.
Exception A district is not required to issue a posthumous diploma if the stu-
dent was convicted of a felony offense under Title 5 or 6, Penal
Code, or adjudicated as having engaged in conduct constituting a
felony offense under Title 5 or 6, Penal Code.
Education Code 28.0254
Diplomas for Notwithstanding any other provision of this policy, a district may is-
Veterans sue a high school diploma to a person who is an honorably dis-

Personal Graduation
Plan

Junior High or
Middle School PGP
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charged member of the armed forces of the United States; was
scheduled to graduate from high school after 1940 and before
1975 or after 1989; and left school after completing the sixth or a
higher grade, before graduating from high school, to serve in:

1.  World War Il, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian
Gulf War, the Iraq War, or the war in Afghanistan; or

2. Any other war formally declared by the United States, military
engagement authorized by the United States Congress, mili-
tary engagement authorized by a United Nations Security
Council resolution and funded by the United States Congress,
or conflict authorized by the president of the United States un-
der the War Powers Resolution of 1973, 50 U.S.C. 1541, et
seq.

Education Code 28.0251

A principal of a junior high or middle school shall designate a
school counselor, teacher, or other appropriate individual to de-
velop and administer a personal graduation plan (PGP) for each
student enrolled in the junior high or middle school who:

1. Does not perform satisfactorily on a state assessment instru-
ment; or

2. Is not likely to receive a high school diploma before the fifth
school year following the student’s enroliment in grade level
9, as determined by a district.

A PGP must:
1. ldentify educational goals for the student;

2. Include diagnostic information, appropriate monitoring and in-
tervention, and other evaluation strategies;

3. Include an intensive instruction program described in Educa-
tion Code 28.0213 [see EHBC];
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4. Address participation of the student’s parent or guardian, in-
cluding consideration of the parent’s or guardian’s educational
expectations for the student; and
5.  Provide innovative methods to promote the student’s ad-
vancement, including flexible scheduling, alternative learning
environments, online instruction, and other interventions that
are proven to accelerate the learning process and have been
scientifically validated to improve learning and cognitive abil-
ity.
Education Code 28.0212
Students For a student receiving special education services, the student’s
Receiving ARD committee and the district are responsible for developing the
Special student’s PGP.
Education .
Services A student’s |IEP developed under Education Code 29.005 may be

High School PGP

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
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used as the student’'s PGP.
Education Code 28.0212(c); 19 TAC 89.1050(a) [See EHBAB]

A principal of a high school shall designate a school counselor or
school administrator to review PGP options with each student en-
tering grade 9 together with that student’s parent or guardian. The
PGP options reviewed must include the distinguished level of
achievement and endorsements.

Before the conclusion of the school year, the student and the stu-
dent’s parent or guardian must confirm and sign a PGP for the stu-
dent that identifies a course of study that:

1.  Promotes college and workforce readiness and career place-
ment and advancement; and

2. Facilitates the student'’s transition from secondary to postsec-
ondary education.

A district may not prevent a student and the student’s parent or
guardian from confirming a PGP that includes pursuit of a distin-
guished level of achievement or an endorsement.

A student may amend the student’'s PGP after the initial confirma-
tion of the plan. If a student amends the student’s PGP, the school
must send written notice to the student’s parents regarding the
change.

TEA must make available to a district information that explains the
advantages of the distinguished level of achievement described by
Education Code 28.025(b-15) and each endorsement described by
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Education Code 28.025(c-1). A district, in turn, shall publish the in-
formation from TEA on the internet website of the district and en-
sure that the information is available to students in grades nine and
above and the parents or legal guardians of those students in the
language in which the parents or legal guardians are most profi-
cient.

A district is required to provide this information in the language in
which the parents or legal guardians are most proficient only if at
least 20 students in a grade level primarily speak that language.

Education Code 28.02121

A parent is entitled to request, with the expectation that the request
will not be unreasonably denied, that the parent’s child be permit-
ted to graduate from high school earlier than the child would nor-
mally graduate, if the child completes each course required for
graduation. The decision of a board concerning the request is final
and may not be appealed. Education Code 26.003(a)(3)(C), (b)
[See FMH, FNG]

Note: For current state graduation requirements, including
those for students who entered grade 9 before the
2007-08 school year but that are not otherwise refer-
enced in this policy, see Education Code 28.025 and
19 Administrative Code Chapter 74.

To receive a high school diploma, a student entering grade 9 in the
2014—15 school year and thereafter must complete:

1. Requirements of the foundation high school program under
19 Administrative Code 74.12 [see Foundation High School
Program, below];

2. Testing requirements for graduation under 19 Administrative
Code Chapter 101 [see EKB]; and

3. Demonstrated proficiency, as determined by the district, in de-
livering clear verbal messages; choosing effective nonverbal
behaviors; listening for desired results; applying valid critical-
thinking and problem-solving processes; and identifying, ana-
lyzing, developing, and evaluating communication skills
needed for professional and social success in interpersonal
situations, group interactions, and personal and professional
presentations.
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A student shall enroll in the courses necessary to complete the cur-
riculum requirements for the foundation high school program and
the curriculum requirements for at least one endorsement.

Education Code 28.025(c); 19 TAC 74.11(a), (c)

Foundation High A student must earn at least 22 credits to complete the foundation
School Program high school program and must demonstrate proficiency in the fol-
lowing core courses:

1. English language arts—4 credits;
Mathematics—3 credits;

Science—3 credits;

Social Studies—3 credits;

Languages other than English—2 credits;
Physical Education—1 credit;

Fine Arts—1 credit; and

g N o g R R

Elective courses—5 credits.
19 TAC 74.12

Endorsements A student shall specify in writing an endorsement the student in-
tends to earn upon entering grade 9. 19 TAC 74.13(a)

A student may earn any of the following endorsements:

1. Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM),
2 Business and industry;

3. Public services;

4 Arts and humanities; and

5. Multidisciplinary studies.

A district must make at least one endorsement available to stu-
dents. A district that offers only one endorsement curriculum must
offer multidisciplinary studies.

To earn an endorsement a student must demonstrate proficiency in
the curriculum requirements for the foundation high school pro-
gram and, in accordance with 19 Administrative Code 74.13(e),
earn:

1.  Afourth credit in mathematics;

2. An additional credit in science; and

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021 10 of 24
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3. Two additional elective credits.

A course completed as part of the four courses needed to satisfy
an endorsement requirement may also satisfy a requirement under
the foundation high school program, including an elective require-
ment. The same course may count as part of the set of four
courses for more than one endorsement.

A district shall permit a student to enroll in courses under more
than one endorsement before the student’s junior year and to
choose, at any time, to earn an endorsement other than the en-
dorsement the student previously indicated.

A student must earn at least 26 credits to earn an endorsement,
but a student is not entitled to remain enrolled to earn more than
26 credits.

A district may define advanced courses and determine a coherent
sequence of courses for an endorsement area, provided that pre-
requisites in 19 Administrative Code Chapters 110-118, 126, 127,
and 130 are followed.

Education Code 28.025; 19 TAC 74.13

A student may graduate under the foundation high school program
without earning an endorsement if, after the student’s sophomore
year:

1.  The student and the student’s parent or person standing in
parental relation to the student are advised by a school coun-
selor of the specific benefits of graduating from high school
with one or more endorsements; and

2. The student's parent or person standing in parental relation to
the student files with a school counselor written permission,
on a form adopted by TEA, allowing the student to graduate
under the foundation high school program without earning an
endorsement.

19 TAC 74.11(d)

A student may earn a distinguished level of achievement by suc-
cessfully completing the curriculum requirements for the foundation
high school program and the curriculum requirements for at least
one endorsement, including four credits in science and four credits
in mathematics, including Algebra Il. 19 TAC 74.11(e)

Not later than September 1 of each school year, a district shall no-
tify by regular mail or email the parent of or other person standing
in parental relation to each student enrolled in grade 9 or above

that the student is not required to complete an Algebra Il course to
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graduate under the foundation high school program. The notifica-
tion must include information regarding the potential consequences
to a student of not completing an Algebra Il course, including the
impact on eligibility for:

1.  Automatic college admission under Education Code 51.803;
and

2. Certain financial aid authorized under Title 3 of the Education
Code.

Education Code 28.02123

A student may not be enrolled in a course that has a required pre-
requisite unless:

1.  The student has completed the prerequisite course(s);

2.  The student has demonstrated equivalent knowledge as de-
termined by the district; or

3. The student was already enrolled in the course in an out-of-
state, an out-of-country, or a Texas nonpublic school and
transferred to a Texas public school prior to successfully com-
pleting the course.

A district may award credit for a course a student completed with-
out having met the prerequisites if the student completed the
course in an out-of-state, an out-of-country, or a Texas nonpublic
school where there was not a prerequisite.

19 TAC 74.11(i)—()

Courses offered for dual credit at or in conjunction with an institu-
tion of higher education (IHE) that provide advanced academic in-
struction beyond, or in greater depth than, the essential knowledge
and skills for the equivalent high school course required for gradu-
ation may satisfy graduation requirements, including requirements
for required courses, advanced courses, and courses for elective
credit as well as requirements for endorsements. 19 TAC 74.11(h)

A district shall permit a student to comply with the curriculum re-
quirements under the foundation high school program by success-
fully completing appropriate courses in the core curriculum of an
IHE. A student who has completed the core curriculum of an IHE in
accordance with Education Code 61.822, as certified by the IHE in
accordance with Education Code 4.28:

1. Is considered to have earned an endorsement by successfully
completing the appropriate courses for that endorsement;
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2. s considered to have earned a distinguished level of achieve-
ment under the foundation high school program; and

3. Is entitled to receive a high school diploma.
19 TAC 74.11(n)

Students may earn credit for languages other than English in ac-
cordance with 19 Administrative Code 74.12(b)(5).

A student who successfully completes a dual language immersion
program may satisfy one credit of the two credits required in a lan-
guage other English in accordance with 19 Administrative Code
74.12(b)(5)(F).

19 TAC 74.12(b)(5)

A student who successfully completes a course in American Sign
Language while in elementary school may satisfy one credit of the
two credits required in a language other than English. 19 TAC
74.12(b)(5)(G)

In accordance with local district policy, the required physical educa-
tion credit may be earned through completion of any TEKS-based
course that is not being used to satisfy another specific graduation
requirement. [See Restrictions, below]

In accordance with local district policy, credit for any physical edu-
cation course may be earned through participation in the following
activities:

1.  Athletics;
2. JROTC; and

3.  Appropriate private or commercially sponsored physical activ-
ity programs conducted on or off campus. A district must ap-
ply to the commissioner of education for approval of such pro-
grams, which may be substituted for state graduation credit in
physical education. Such approval may be granted under the
following conditions:

a. Olympic-level participation and/or competition includes a
minimum of 15 hours per week of highly intensive, pro-
fessional, supervised training. The training facility, in-
structors, and the activities involved in the program must
be certified by the superintendent to be of exceptional
quality. Students qualifying and participating at this level
may be dismissed from school one hour per day. Stu-
dents dismissed may not miss any class other than
physical education.
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b. Private or commercially sponsored physical activities in-
clude those certified by the superintendent to be of high
quality and well supervised by appropriately trained in-
structors. Student participation of at least five hours per
week must be required. Students certified to participate
at this level may not be dismissed from any part of the
regular school day.

In accordance with local district policy, up to one credit for any one
of the physical education courses listed in 19 Administrative Code
Chapter 74 [see EHAC] may be earned through participation in any
of the following activities:

1. Drill team;
2. Marching band; and
3. Cheerleading.

All substitution activities permitted by local district policy must in-
clude at least 100 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity
per five-day school week.

No more than four substitution credits may be earned through any
combination of substitutions listed above.

A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to
disability or illness may substitute an academic elective credit in
English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies or a
course that is offered for credit as provided by Education Code
28.002(g-1) for the required physical education credit. A credit al-
lowed to be substituted may not also be used by the student to sat-
isfy a graduation requirement other than completion of the physical
education credit. The determination regarding a student’s ability to
participate in physical activity must be made by:

1.  The student's ARD committee if the student receives special
education services under Education Code Chapter 29, Sub-
chapter A;

2. The committee established for the student under Section 504,
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794) if the stu-
dent does not receive special education services under Edu-
cation Code Chapter 29, Subchapter A but is covered by the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; or

3. A committee, established by the district, of persons with ap-
propriate knowledge regarding the student if each of the com-
mittees described above is inapplicable. This committee must
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follow the same procedures required of an ARD or a Section
504 committee.

Education Code 28.025(b-10)—(b-11); 19 TAC 74.12(b)(6)

In accordance with local district policy, the required fine arts credit
may be earned through participation in a community-based fine
arts program not provided by the school district in which the stu-
dent is enrolled.

In accordance with local policy, credit may be earned through par-
ticipation in the community-based fine arts program only if the pro-
gram meets each of the following requirements:

e

The district must apply to the commissioner for approval of
the community-based fine arts program;

The board must certify that the program provides instruction
in the essential knowledge and skills for fine arts as defined
by 19 Administrative Code, Chapter 117, Subchapter C;

The district must document student completion of the ap-
proved activity;

The program must be organized and monitored by appropri-
ately trained instructors;

The fine arts program may be provided on or off a school
campus and outside the regular school day; and

Students may not be dismissed from any part of the regular
school day to participate in the community-based fine arts
program.

The district shall require that instructors of the community-based
fine arts program provide the district, at its request, the information
necessary to obtain the criminal history record information required
for school personnel in accordance with 19 Administrative Code,
Chapter 153, Subchapter DD, if the community-based program is
offered on campus.

Education Code 28.025(b-9); 19 TAC 74.12(b)(7)(B), .1030

In accordance with the requirements of 19 Administrative Code
74.14, a student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the
student’s transcript for:

T

Outstanding performance:
a. In a dual credit course;

b. In bilingualism and biliteracy;
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c. On a College Board advanced placement test or interna-
tional baccalaureate examination;

d. On an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-
referenced preliminary college preparation assessment
instrument used to measure a student's progress toward
readiness for college and the workplace; or

e. On an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-
referenced assessment instrument used by colleges and
universities as part of their undergraduate admissions
process; or

2. Earning a state-recognized or nationally or internationally rec-
ognized business or industry certification or license.
Education Code 28.025(c-5); 19 TAC 74.14
Students Who All credit for graduation must be earned no later than grade 12. 719

Entered Grade 9

Before the 2014-15

School Year
Minimum High
School Program

Students with
Disabilities

Applicability
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TAC 74.61(b), .71(b)

A student entering grade 9 prior to the 2014—15 school year who
does not choose to complete the curriculum requirements for high
school graduation under the foundation high school program must
enroll in the courses necessary to complete the curriculum require-
ments for the Recommended High School Program or the Ad-
vanced/Distinguished Achievement High School Program, unless
the student, the student’s parent or other person standing in paren-
tal relation to the student, and a school counselor or school admin-
istrator agree in writing signed by each party that the student
should be permitted to take courses under the Minimum High
School Program, and the student:

1. Is at least 16 years of age;

2. Has completed two credits required for graduation in each
subject of the foundation curriculum under Education Code
28.002(a)(1); or

3. Has failed to be promoted to the tenth grade one or more
times as determined by the school district.

If an ARD committee makes decisions that place a student with a
disability on a modified curriculum in a subject area, the student
will be automatically placed in the Minimum High School Program.

A student who was permitted to take courses under the Minimum
High School Program prior to the 2009—10 school year may remain
in the Minimum High School Program.

19 TAC 74.61(c), (d), .71(c), (d)
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A student must earn at least 22 credits to complete the Minimum
High School Program.

A student who entered grade 9 in the 2012—13 or 2013—-14 school
year must demonstrate proficiency in the program requirements
listed at 19 Administrative Code 74.72.

A student who enters grade 9 before the 2012-13 school year
must meet the applicable program requirements in 19 Administra-
tive Code Chapter 74, Subchapters D-F.

Education Code 28.025; 19 TAC 74.62, .72

A student who entered grade 9 in the 2012—13 or 2013-14 school
year must earn at least 26 credits to complete the Recommended
High School Program. A student must demonstrate proficiency in

the program requirements listed at 19 Administrative Code 74.73.
Education Code 28.025; 19 TAC 74.63, .73

A student who entered grade 9 in the 2012-13 or 2013-14 school
year must earn at least 26 credits to complete the Advanced/Distin-
guished Achievement High School Program. A student must
demonstrate proficiency in the program requirements listed at 19
Administrative Code 74.74. Education Code 28.025; 19 TAC 74.64,
.74

No substitutions are allowed for high school graduation require-
ments in the Recommended and Advanced/Distinguished Achieve-
ment High School Programs, except as provided by State Board
rule. 19 TAC 74.63(d), .64(e), .73(d), .74(e)

College Board advanced placement and international baccalaure-
ate courses may be substituted for required courses in appropriate
areas. These courses may be used as electives in all three high
school graduation programs. 19 TAC 74.61(k), .71(i)

A district may offer a maximum of 3 credits of reading for state
graduation elective credit for identified students if the district:

1.  Adopts policies to identify students in need of additional read-
ing instruction;

2. Has procedures that include assessment of individual student
needs and ongoing evaluation of each student’s progress;
and

3. Monitors instructional activities to ensure that student needs
are addressed.

Reading credits may be selected from Reading |, Il, or IIl.
19 TAC 74.61(h), .71(f)
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A student may comply with the curriculum requirements under the
Minimum, Recommended, or Advanced/Distinguished Achieve-
ment High School Program for each subject of the foundation cur-
riculum and for languages other than English by successfully com-
pleting appropriate courses in the core curriculum of an IHE. 19
TAC 74.61(l), .71(j)

In accordance with local district policy, credit for any physical edu-
cation course may be earned through participation in the following
activities:

1. Athletics;
2. JROTC; and

3. Appropriate private or commercially sponsored physical activ-
ity programs conducted on or off campus. A district must ap-
ply to the commissioner for approval of such programs, which
may be substituted for state graduation credit in physical edu-
cation. Such approval may be granted under the following
conditions:

a. Olympic-level participation and/or competition includes a
minimum of 15 hours per week of highly intensive, pro-
fessional, supervised training. The training facility, in-
structors, and the activities involved in the program must
be certified by the superintendent to be of exceptional
quality. Students qualifying and participating at this level
may be dismissed from school one hour per day. Stu-
dents dismissed may not miss any class other than
physical education.

b. Private or commercially sponsored physical activities in-
clude those certified by the superintendent to be of high
quality and well supervised by appropriately trained in-
structors. Student participation of at least five hours per
week must be required. Students certified to participate
at this level may not be dismissed from any part of the
regular school day.

In accordance with local district policy, up to one credit for any one
of the physical education courses listed in 19 Administrative Code
Chapter 74 [see EHAC] may be earned through participation in any
of the following activities:

1. Drill team;

N

Marching band; and

&

Cheerleading.
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All substitution activities must include at least 100 minutes per five-
day school week of moderate to vigorous physical activity.

No more than four substitution credits may be earned through any
combination of substitutions listed above.

A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to
disability or illness may substitute an academic elective credit in
English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies for
the required physical education credit. A credit allowed to be sub-
stituted may not also be used by the student to satisfy a graduation
requirement other than completion of the physical education credit.
The determination regarding a student’s ability to participate in
physical activity must be made by:

1.  The student's ARD committee if the student receives special
education services under Education Code Chapter 29, Sub-
chapter A;

2. The committee established for the student under Section 504,
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794) if the stu-
dent does not receive special education services under Edu-
cation Code Chapter 29, Subchapter A but is covered by the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; or

3. Acommittee, established by the district, of persons with ap-
propriate knowledge regarding the student if each of the com-
mittees described above is inapplicable. This committee must
follow the same procedures required of an ARD or a Section
504 committee.

If a student entering grade 9 during the 2007-08 school year or
thereafter is unable to comply with all of the requirements for a
physical education course due to a physical limitation certified by a
licensed medical practitioner, a modification to a physical education
course does not prohibit the student from earning a Recommended
or Advanced/Distinguished High School Program diploma. A stu-
dent with a physical limitation must still demonstrate proficiency in
the relevant knowledge and skills in a physical education course
that do not require physical activity.

Education Code 28.025(b-10)—(b-11); 19 TAC 74.62(b)(7),
.63(b)(7), .64(b)(7), .72(b)(6), .73(b)(6), .74(b)(6)

Out-of-state or out-of-country transfer students (including foreign
exchange students) and transfer students from Texas nonpublic
schools are eligible to receive Texas diplomas but shall complete
all applicable high school graduation requirements. Any course
credits required for graduation that are not completed before enroll-
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ment may be satisfied through credit by examination, correspond-
ence courses, distance learning, or completing the course, accord-
ing to the provisions of 19 Administrative Code 74.26. 19 TAC
74.11(f) [See EHDB, EHDC, EHDE, and El]

Modified curriculum and modified content refer to any reduction of
the amount or complexity of the required knowledge and skills in
19 Administrative Code Chapters 110-118, 126-128, and 130.
Substitutions that are specifically authorized in statute or rule must
not be considered modified curriculum or modified content. 19 TAC
89.1070(1)

Employability and self-help skills are those skills directly related to
the preparation of students for employment, including general skills
necessary to obtain or retain employment. 19 TAC 89.1070())

All students graduating must be provided with a summary of aca-
demic achievement and functional performance as described in 34
C.F.R. 300.305(e)(3). This summary must consider, as appropriate,
the views of the parent and student and written recommendations
from adult service agencies on how to assist the student in meeting
postsecondary goals. An evaluation as required by 34 C.F.R.
300.305(e)(1) (evaluation to determine that the child is no longer a
child with a disability), must be included as part of the summary for
a student graduating under 19 Administrative Code 89.1070
(b)(2)(A), (B), or (C) or (g)(4)(A), (B), or (C). Students who partici-
pate in graduation ceremonies but who are not graduating under
subsections (b)(2)(A), (B), or (C) or (g)(4)(A), (B), or (C) and who
will remain in school to complete their education do not have to be
evaluated. 79 TAC 89.1070(h)—(i)

A student entering grade 9 in the 2014—15 school year and thereaf-
ter who receives special education services may graduate and be
awarded a regular high school diploma if the student meets one of
the following conditions:

1. The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state
standards (or district standards if greater) in 19 Administrative
Code Chapters 110-118, 126-128, and 130 and satisfactorily
completed credit requirements for graduation under the foun-
dation high school program applicable to students in general
education as well as satisfactory performance on the required
state assessments, unless the student's ARD committee has
determined that satisfactory performance on the required
state assessments is not necessary for graduation.

2. The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state
standards (or district standards if greater) in 19 Administrative
Code Chapters 110-118, 126—128, and 130 and satisfactorily
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completed credit requirements for graduation under the foun-
dation high school program through courses, one or more of
which contain modified curriculum that is aligned to the stand-
ards applicable to students in general education, as well as
satisfactory performance on the required state assessments,
unless the student's ARD committee has determined that sat-
isfactory performance on the required state assessments is
not necessary for graduation. The student must also success-
fully complete the student's IEP and meet one of the following
conditions:

a. Consistent with the IEP, the student has obtained full-
time employment, based on the student's abilities and lo-
cal employment opportunities, in addition to mastering
sufficient self-help skills to enable the student to main-
tain the employment without direct and ongoing educa-
tional support of the local school district.

b. Consistent with the |IEP, the student has demonstrated
mastery of specific employability skills and self-help
skills that do not require direct ongoing educational sup-
port of the local school district.

c. The student has access to services that are not within
the legal responsibility of public education or employ-
ment or educational options for which the student has
been prepared by the academic program.

d. The student no longer meets age eligibility requirements.

When a student receives a diploma under item 2(a), (b), or (c),
above, the ARD committee must determine needed educational
services upon the request of the student or parent to resume ser-
vices, as long as the student meets the age eligibility requirements.

19 TAC 89.1070(b), (k)

Endorsements A student who is enrolled in a special education program may earn
an endorsement on the student's transcript by:

1. Successfully completing, with or without modification of the
curriculum:

a. The curriculum requirements identified by the SBOE for
the foundation high school program; and

b. The additional endorsement curriculum requirements
prescribed by the SBOE; and

2.  Successfully completing all curriculum requirements for that
endorsement adopted by the SBOE:

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021 21 of 24
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a.  Without modification of the curriculum; or
b.  With modification of the curriculum, provided that the
curriculum, as modified, is sufficiently rigorous as deter-
mined by the student's ARD committee.
The ARD committee of a student in a special education program
shall determine whether the student is required to achieve satisfac-
tory performance on an end-of-course assessment instrument to
earn an endorsement on the student's transcript.
Education Code 28.025(c-7)—(c-8)
Students A student receiving special education services who entered grade
Entering Grade 9 9 before the 2014-15 school year may graduate and be awarded a
Before the 2014—  high school diploma under the foundation high school program if

15 School Year
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the student's ARD committee determines that the student should
take courses under that program and the student satisfies the re-
quirements of that program. A student transitioning to the Founda-
tion High School Program may earn an endorsement as set out
above [see Endorsements, above].

A student receiving special education services in 11th or 12th
grade who has taken each of the required state assessments but
failed to achieve satisfactory performance on no more than two of
the assessments may graduate if the student has satisfied all other
applicable graduation requirements. [See Special Education,
above, and EKB]

19 TAC 89.1070(f)

A student receiving special education services who entered grade
9 before the 2014-15 school year may graduate and be awarded a
regular high school diploma if the student meets one of the follow-
ing conditions:

1.  The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state
standards (or district standards if greater) in 19 Administrative
Code Chapters 110-118, 126—128, and 130 and satisfactorily
completed credit requirements for graduation under the Rec-
ommended or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Pro-
grams, including satisfactory performance on the required
state assessments.

2. The student is in grade 11 or 12 and has taken each of the
state assessments required by 19 Administrative Code Chap-
ter 101, Subchapter CC (Commissioner's Rules Concerning
Implementation of the Academic Content Areas Testing Pro-
gram) or Subchapter DD (Commissioner's Rules Concerning
Substitute Assessments for Graduation) but failed to achieve
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satisfactory performance on no more than two of the assess-
ments and has met all other applicable graduation require-
ments in item 1 above.

The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state
standards (or district standards if greater) in 19 Administrative
Code Chapters 110-118, 126—128, and 130 and satisfactorily
completed credit requirements under the Minimum High
School Program, including participation in state assessments.
The student’s ARD committee shall determine whether satis-
factory performance on the required state assessments is
necessary for graduation.

The student has demonstrated mastery of the required state
standards (or district standards if greater) in 19 Administrative
Code Chapters 110-118, 126—-128, and 130 through courses,
one or more of which contain modified content that is aligned
to the standards required under the Minimum High School
Program as well as the satisfactorily completed credit require-
ments under the Minimum High School Program, including
participation in required state assessments. The student’s
ARD committee shall determine whether satisfactory perfor-
mance on the required state assessments is necessary for
graduation. The student must also successfully complete the
student’s IEP and meet one of the following conditions:

a. Consistent with the IEP, the student has obtained full-
time employment, based on the student’s abilities and lo-
cal employment opportunities, in addition to mastering
sufficient self-help skills to enable the student to main-
tain the employment without direct and ongoing educa-
tional support of the local school district;

b. Consistent with the IEP, the student has demonstrated
mastery of specific employability skills and self-help
skills that do not require direct ongoing educational sup-
port of the local school district;

c. The student has access to services that are not within
the legal responsibility of public education, or employ-
ment or educational options for which the student has
been prepared by the academic program; or

d. The student no longer meets age eligibility requirements.

When a student receives a diploma under item 3(a), (b), or (c),
above, the ARD committee must determine needed educational
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services upon the request of the student or parent to resume ser-
vices, as long as the student meets the age eligibility requirements.

19 TAC 89.1070(g), (k)

District officials shall waive specific courses required for graduation
if similar coursework has been satisfactorily completed by a military
student in another district or shall provide reasonable justification
for denial. Should a waiver not be granted to a student who would
qualify to graduate from the sending school, the district shall pro-
vide an alternative means of acquiring required coursework so that
graduation may occur on time.

Should a military student transferring at the beginning or during the
student’s senior year be ineligible to graduate from the district after
all alternatives have been considered, the sending and receiving
districts shall ensure the receipt of a diploma from the sending dis-
trict, if the student meets the graduation requirements of the send-
ing district. In the event that one of the states in question is not a
member of this compact, the member state shall use best efforts to
facilitate the on-time graduation of the student.

The commissioner shall adopt a passing standard on one or more
national norm-referenced achievement tests for purposes of per-
mitting a qualified military dependent to meet that standard as a
substitute for completing a specific course otherwise required for
graduation. The passing standard is available only for a student
who enrolls in a public school in this state for the first time after
completing the ninth grade or who reenrolls in a public school in
this state at or above the tenth grade level after an absence of at
least two years from the public schools of this state. Each passing
standard in effect when a student first enrolls in a Texas public high
school remains applicable to the student for the duration of the stu-
dent’s high school enroliment, regardless of any subsequent revi-
sion of the standard.

Education Code 162.002 art. VI, A, C [See FDD]

If an 11th or 12th grade student who is homeless or in the conser-
vatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services
transfers to a different school district and the student is ineligible to
graduate from the district to which the student transfers, the district
from which the student transferred shall award a diploma at the
student's request, if the student meets the graduation requirements
of the district from which the student transferred. Education Code
28.025(i)

24 of 24



Brownsville ISD
031901

TESTING PROGRAMS
STATE ASSESSMENT

Table of Contents

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
EKB(LEGAL)-P

EKB

(LEGAL)

State Assessment of Academic SKillS ........ccovvvvvemerennenenrnnninnnnn 3
Limited English Proficient Students ...........cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinnn.n. 3
Special Education....cwisssmssismsrsssmvsissssssmssvissivivasssss 3
Militery Dependemts ..o aaueiisiss s s 3
ANt R R AR e 4
SChEdUIE ... 4
Notice to Parents and Students ..........cccoiiiiiiicremmerecrreniniees 5
Testing In:Grades 3—8.......uccwussusmnmsimassssisamms s susvsisie 6
o 1 T —— 6
Kindergarten ASSESSMENt............ueveiiiieiiiiiieieeceeeeeeeeeeee e ee e 7
Prekindergarten AssessSment........ccccvveevieeieeieecee e 7
ACCOMMOAAIONS. v swmumsisasmnmmrssm s somssas s 7
End-of-Course Assessments .........ccvmrmminiimnnsmneninsssssssnsissnnan 7
Students Enrolled Below High School Level ..............cccccoeeeen. 8
Assessment Requirements for Graduation ............ccevvvviiniennnn. 8
Substitute ASSESSMENTS .......cccooeeiiieieiiieeierecee e eeaaes 9
Aceountability TOstiNg sw.essawmmmamrmnmmmarnssimsss s 9
Satislaciory PorlorTINaITOS s iamsmsm s s s A ST 10
Individual Graduation Committee.........cccvveeeveeriiineeeeene e, 10

Y o= To = I o [N o= (o] o H 10
Credit by Examination ........ccccceeeviviveien e cceneee e e 1"
Addifional -State ASSBSSMBNES ... wssmmsmmissussatsimssiss 11
ROBEIS i o s T S T VR N B 11
REPOrHIng RESUME v o s s 1
TO the PUDIIC.....coi et 11
781120 = PRSI ORNPSS  S—— 12
To Parents, Students, and Teachers..........ccccccceviccneiericcnenieenen 12
Parents Right-to-Know Under ESEA ........ccoieiiiiiiiiieeiieiiieees 12
Parental ACCESS.....cuiiiiiiiieiii it ee e e eae e e e e 12
Out-of-State Transfers .......ccccccvvverierie s ics s nrsrraerane 12
Accelerated InStruction ..........cccccvveiicreneeneeereerrnrr e 13
College ReadiNeSs ......cccvuiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e e e 13
Security and Confidentiality......vsnsssswssunsmumsssssbssamamisss 14
Violations.........ccccevvvvviinnns R Y R S s e 15
10of 17



Brownsville ISD
031901

TESTING PROGRAMS
STATE ASSESSMENT

State Assessment of
Academic Skills

Limited English
Proficient Students

Special Education

Military Dependents

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021
UPDATE 116
EKB(LEGAL)-P

EKB
(LEGAL)

Every student receiving instruction in the essential knowledge and
skills shall take the appropriate criterion-referenced assessments,
as required by Education Code Chapter 39, Subchapter B [see
Testing in Grades 3-8, below]. Education Code 39.023(a), (c), (f);
19 TAC 101.5

A student may not receive a high school diploma until the student
has performed satisfactorily on end-of-course (EOC) assessment
instruments [see End-of-Course Assessments, below]. Education
Code 39.025(a); 19 TAC 101.4001

In grades 3-12, a limited English proficient (LEP) student, as de-
fined by Education Code Chapter 29, Subchapter B, shall partici-
pate in the state assessment in accordance with commissioner
rules at 19 Administrative Code Chapter 101, Subchapter AA.
Education Code 39.023(l), (m) [See EKBA]

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall develop or adopt appro-
priate criterion-referenced alternative assessment instruments to
be administered to each student in a special education program for
whom a state assessment instrument adopted under Education
Code 39.023(a), even with allowable accommodations, would not
provide an appropriate measure of student achievement, as deter-
mined by the student’s admission, review, and dismissal (ARD)
committee, including assessment instruments approved by the
commissioner of education that measure growth. The assessment
instruments developed or adopted, including the assessment in-
struments approved by the commissioner, must, to the extent al-
lowed under federal law, provide a district with options for the as-
sessment of students.

TEA may not adopt a performance standard that indicates that a
student’s performance on the alternate assessment does not meet
standards if the lowest level of the assessment accurately repre-
sents the student’s developmental level as determined by the stu-
dent’'s ARD committee.

The student’s ARD committee shall determine whether any allowa-
ble modification is necessary in administering to the student a re-
quired EOC assessment instrument under Education Code
39.023(c), and whether the student is required to achieve satisfac-
tory performance on an EOC assessment instrument to receive a
high school diploma.

Education Code 39.023(b)—(c), .025(a-4)

If the student is a military dependent, the district shall incorporate
procedures to accept:
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1. Exit or EOC exams required for graduation from the sending
state;

2. National norm-referenced achievement tests; or

3. Alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for gradua-
tion in the receiving state.

In the event the above alternatives cannot be accommodated by
the receiving state for a military dependent transferring in his or her
senior year, then Education Code 162.002 article VII, section C,
shall apply.

The commissioner shall adopt a passing standard on one or more
national norm-referenced achievement tests for purposes of per-
mitting a qualified military dependent to meet that standard as a
substitute for achieving a score on an assessment instrument oth-
erwise required for graduation. The passing standard is available
only for a student who enrolls in a public school in this state for the
first time after completing the ninth grade or who reenrolls in a pub-
lic school in this state at or above the grade 10 level after an ab-
sence of at least two years from the public schools of this state.
Each passing standard in effect when a student first enrolls in a
Texas public high school remains applicable to the student for the
duration of the student’s high school enroliment, regardless of any
subsequent revision of the standard.

Education Code 162.002 art. VIl [See EIF]

A district shall follow the test administration procedures established
by TEAin the applicable test administration materials. A superin-
tendent shall be responsible for administering tests. 79 TAC
101.25, .27

The commissioner shall specify the schedule for testing that is in
compliance with Education Code 39.023(c-3) and supports reliable
and valid assessments. Participation in University Interscholastic
League (UIL) area, regional, or state competitions is prohibited on
any days on which testing is scheduled between Monday and
Thursday of the school week in which the primary administration of
assessment instruments occurs.

The commissioner may provide alternate dates for the administra-
tion of tests required for a high school diploma to students who are
migratory children and who are out of the state.

19 TAC 101.25
The commissioner shall consider requests from districts or cam-
puses for alternate test dates on a case-by-case basis. Alternate
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test dates will only be allowed if the campus or district is closed on
the day on which testing is scheduled or if there is an exceptional
circumstance, defined below, that may affect a district’s or cam-
pus'’s ability to administer an assessment or the students’ perfor-
mance on the assessment.

“Exceptional circumstances” include:

1. Inclement weather or natural disasters that would cause a dis-
trict or campus to be closed or that would cause a small per-
centage of students to be in attendance on the day testing is
scheduled;

2. Health epidemics that result in a large number of students be-
ing absent on the day of testing;

3. Death of a student or school official that may impact student
performance; and

4. Sudden emergencies that occur on the day of testing or
shortly before testing that may inhibit students from complet-
ing the assessments, such as a fire on campus, a bomb
threat, an extended power outage, or a water main break.

If an alternate test date for primary test administration is approved,
the commissioner may prohibit a district or campus from participat-
ing in UIL competition on the new test date if that is determined to
be in the best interest of the district, campus, and students.

19 TAC 101.5003

A superintendent shall be responsible for providing written notice to
each student and the student's parent or guardian of:

1. The testing requirements for grade advancement [see EIE]
and the dates, times, and locations of testing. Notice of test-
ing requirements shall be provided no later than the beginning
of the student’s kindergarten year, for students attending kin-
dergarten in the district, and no later than the beginning of the
student’s first-grade year for all other students. The superin-
tendent shall also provide such notice for students in grades
1-8 who are new to the district.

2. The testing requirements for graduation and the dates, times,
and locations of testing. Notice of testing requirements shall
be provided no later than the beginning of the student’s sev-
enth-grade year. The superintendent shall also provide such
notice for students in grades 7—12 who are new to the district.
Notice of the dates, times, and locations of testing shall be
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provided to each student who will take the tests and to out-of-
school individuals.

19 TAC 101.3012

Except as provided below, all students, other than students who
are assessed under Education Code 39.023(b) (alternative assess-
ment instrument) or 39.023(I) (LEP students) or exempted under
Education Code 39.027, shall be assessed in:

1. Mathematics, annually in grades 3-8;
Reading, annually in grades 3-8;

Writing, including spelling and grammar, in grades 4 and 7,

2

3

4. Social studies in grade 8;

5 Science in grades 5 and 8; and
6

Any other subject and grade required by federal law.
Education Code 39.023(a)

For purposes of federal accountability, a student shall not be ad-
ministered a grade-level assessment if the student:

1. Is enrolled in a course or subject intended for students above
the student’s enrolled grade level and will be administered a
grade-level assessment instrument developed under the list
above that aligns with the curriculum for that course or subject
within the same content area; or

2. Is enrolled in a course for high school credit in a subject in-
tended for students above the student’s enrolled grade level
and will be administered an EOC assessment instrument that
aligns with the curriculum for that course or subject within the
same content area.

For purposes of federal accountability, a grade 3-8 student who is
accelerated in mathematics, reading/language arts, or science and
on schedule to complete the high school end-of-course assess-
ments in that same content area prior to high school shall be as-
sessed at least once in high school with the ACT or the SAT.

A student is only eligible to take an assessment instrument in-
tended for use above the student’s enrolled grade if the student is
on schedule to complete instruction in the entire curriculum for that
subject during the semester the assessment is administered.
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A student in grade 5 or 8 described above may not be denied pro-
motion on the basis of failure to perform satisfactorily on an as-
sessment instrument above the student’'s grade level.

Education Code 28.0211(0)—(p), 39.023(a-2); 19 TAC
101.3011(a)(1)~(4)

An assessment instrument under Education Code 39.023 may not
be administered to a kindergarten student except for the purpose
of determining whether the student is entitled to the benefit of the
Foundation School Program [see FD]. Education Code 39.023(a-
16)

Performance on an assessment instrument administered to stu-
dents in prekindergarten may not be considered for any purpose
related to Education Code Chapters 39 and 39A. Education Code
39.0237

Testing accommodations are permitted for any student unless they
would make a particular test invalid. Decisions regarding testing
accommodations shall take into consideration the needs of the stu-
dent and the accommodations the student routinely receives in
classroom instruction. Permissible testing accommodations shall
be described in the appropriate test administration materials.

The committee established by a board to determine the placement
of students with dyslexia or related disorders shall determine
whether any allowable modification is necessary in administering
an assessment to such a student.

A student’s ARD committee shall determine the allowable accom-
modations and shall document them in the student’s individualized
education program (IEP). [See Special Education, above]

19 TAC 101.3013; Education Code 39.023(a)—(c), (n); 34 C.F.R.
300.320(a)(6)

Beginning with students first enrolled in grade 9 in the 2011-12
school year, a student enrolled in a course for which an EOC as-
sessment exists as required by Education 39.023(c) shall take the
appropriate assessment. 19 TAC 101.3021(a)

TEA shall adopt EOC assessment instruments for secondary-level
courses in Algebra |, biology, English I, English Il, and United
States history. The Algebra | EOC assessment instrument must be
administered with the aid of technology, but may include one or
more parts that prohibit the use of technology. The English | and
English Il EOC assessment instruments must each assess essen-
tial knowledge and skills in both reading and writing and must pro-
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vide a single score. A district shall comply with State Board of Edu-
cation rules regarding administration of the assessment instru-
ments listed in this provision.

If a student is in a special education program, the student's ARD
committee shall determine whether any allowable modification is
necessary in administering to the student an assessment instru-
ment required under this provision.

Education Code 39.023(c)

Beginning in the 2011-12 school year, a student in grade 8 or
lower who takes a high school course for credit is required to take
the applicable EOC assessment. The EOC assessment result shall
be applied toward the student’'s assessment graduation require-
ments, as specified in 19 Administrative Code 101.3022. 19 TAC
101.3021(d)

A student must meet satisfactory performance on an EOC assess-
ment listed in Education Code 39.023(c) only for a course in which
the student is enrolled and for which an EOC assessment instru-
ment is administered in order to be eligible to receive a Texas di-
ploma.

A student who was administered separate reading and writing EOC
assessments under Education Code 39.023(c), for the English | or
English Il course has met that course’s assessment graduation re-
quirement if the student has:

1.  Achieved satisfactory performance on either the reading or
writing EOC assessment for that course;

2. Met at least the minimum score on the other EOC assess-
ment for that course; and

3. Achieved an overall scale score of 3750 or greater when the
scale scores for reading and writing are combined for that
course.

Exceptions related to English | also apply to English language
learners who meet the criteria in 19 Administrative Code 101.1007.
[See EKBA]

If a student earned high school credit for a course with an EOC as-
sessment prior to enrollment in a Texas public school district and
the credit has been accepted by a Texas public school district, or a
student completed a course for Texas high school credit in a
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course with an EOC assessment prior to the 2011-12 spring ad-
ministration, the student is not required to take the corresponding
EOC assessment.

19 TAC 101.3021(e), .3022

The commissioner adopts certain assessments as substitute as-
sessments that a student may use in place of a corresponding
EOC assessment to meet the student’s assessment graduation re-
quirements. A satisfactory score on an approved assessment may
be used in place of only one specific EOC assessment, except as
provided by 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(d)(1) (student who
qualifies for use of the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) as a substi-
tute assessment and is enrolled in certain college preparatory
courses).

A student at any grade level is eligible to use a substitute assess-
ment as provided in the commissioner’s chart at 19 Administrative
Code 101.4002(b) if the student:

1.  Was administered an approved substitute assessment for an
equivalent course in which the student was enrolled;

2. Received a satisfactory score on the substitute assessment
as determined by the commissioner and provided in the chart
at 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(b); and

3. Using a TSI assessment also meets the additional criteria of
19 Administrative Code 101.4002(d).

A student must meet the criteria established in 19 Administrative
Code 101.4002(d) in order to qualify to use TSI as a substitute as-
sessment.

A student electing to substitute an assessment for graduation pur-
poses must still take the corresponding EOC assessment required
under Education Code 39.023(c) at least once for accountability
purposes. If a student sits for an EOC assessment, a district may
not void or invalidate the test in lieu of a substitute assessment.

A student who fails to perform satisfactorily on a PSAT, PLAN, or
Aspire test (or any versions of these tests) as indicated in the chart
in 19 Administrative Code 101.4003(b) must take the appropriate
EOC assessment required under Education Code 39.023(c). How-
ever, a student who does not receive a passing score on the EOC
assessment and retakes a PSAT, PLAN, or Aspire test (or any ver-
sions of these tests) is eligible to meet the requirements specified
in 19 Administrative Code 101.4002(c).

19 TAC 101.4002
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An eligible student is responsible for providing a district an official
copy of the student’s scores from the substitute assessment.

Upon receipt of official results of an approved substitute assess-
ment, a district must:

1. Verify the student’s score on the substitute assessment; and

2. Determine whether the student met the performance standard
required to qualify for a public high school diploma in Texas
as established by the commissioner.

19 TAC 101.4005

A student is required to achieve a scale score that indicates satis-
factory performance, as determined by the commissioner on each
EOC assessment instrument administered to the student. Educa-
tion Code 39.025(a)

A student in grade 11 or 12 who has failed to comply with the EOC
assessment instrument performance requirements under Educa-
tion Code 39.025 for not more than two courses may qualify to
graduate on the basis of a review by an individual graduation com-
mittee (IGC). [See EIF] Education Code 28.0258, 39.025(a-5)

A student receiving special education services is not subject to the
IGC requirements in Education Code 28.0258. As provided in 19
Administrative Code 89.1070 (Graduation Requirements) and 19
Administrative Code 101.3023 (Participation and Graduation As-
sessment Requirements for Students Receiving Special Education
Services), a student’'s ARD committee determines whether a stu-
dent is required to achieve satisfactory performance on an EOC
assessment to graduate.

A student dismissed from a special education program who
achieved satisfactory performance on an alternate EOC assess-
ment while enrolled in a special education program is not required
to take and achieve satisfactory performance on the general EOC
assessment to graduate. A student who took an EOC assessment
while enrolled in a special education program is not required to re-
take and achieve satisfactory performance on the EOC assess-
ment if the student's ARD committee determined that the student
was not required to achieve satisfactory performance on the EOC
assessment to graduate. A student dismissed from a special edu-
cation program must achieve satisfactory performance on any re-
maining EOC assessments that the student is required to take. If
the student fails to achieve satisfactory performance on no more
than two of the remaining EOC assessments, the student is eligible
for IGC review under Education Code 28.0258 and is subject to the
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IGC provisions above. [See Individual Graduation Committee,
above]

19 TAC 101.3022()

A student receiving special education services who successfully
completes the requirements of his or her IEP, including perfor-
mance on a state assessment required for graduation, shall re-
ceive a Texas high school diploma. A student’'s ARD committee
shall determine if the student will be required to meet satisfactory
performance on an assessment for purposes of graduation.

Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, all grades 9-12 students
with significant cognitive disabilities who are assessed with an al-
ternate assessment as specified in the student’s IEP will be as-
sessed using alternate versions of EOC assessments as listed in
19 Administrative Code 101.3011(b)(2).

19 TAC 101.3023(a), (b)

An EOC assessment administered under Education Code
39.023(c) cannot be used for purposes of credit by examination un-
der 19 Administrative Code 74.24. [See EHDB, EHDC] 19 TAC
101.3021(c)

TEA may adopt EOC assessment instruments for courses not
listed in statute, as described above. A student’s performance on
these EOC assessment instruments is not subject to the perfor-
mance requirements established for the statutory assessments.
Education Code 39.023(c-2)

Each time an EOC assessment instrument is administered, a stu-
dent who failed to achieve a score requirement may retake the as-
sessment instrument. [See Satisfactory Performance, above]

A student is not required to retake a course as a condition of retak-
ing an EOC assessment instrument.

If a student failed a course but achieved satisfactory performance
on the applicable EOC assessment, that student is not required to
retake the assessment if the student is required to retake the
course.

Education Code 39.025(b); 19 TAC 101.3021(f), .3022(d)

Overall student performance data, aggregated by ethnicity, sex,
grade level, subject area, campus, and district, shall be made
available to the public, with appropriate interpretations, at regularly
scheduled meetings of a board, after receipt from TEA. The infor-
mation shall not contain the names of individual students or teach-
ers. Education Code 39.030(b)
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A superintendent shall accurately report all test results with appro-
priate interpretations to a board according to the schedule in the
applicable test administration materials.

A district shall notify each of its students, his or her parent or
guardian, and his or her teacher for that subject of test results, ob-
serving confidentiality requirements stated at Confidentiality of Re-
sults, below. All test results shall be included in each student’s aca-
demic achievement record and shall be furnished for each student
transferring to another district or school. Upon receipt of the as-
sessment results from the test contractor, a district shall disclose a
student's assessment results to a student’s teacher in the same
subject area as the assessment for that school year. [See BQ se-
ries, FD, and FL]

19 TAC 101.3014

TEA shall adopt a series of questions to be included in an EOC as-
sessment instrument administered under Education Code
39.023(c) to be used for purposes of identifying students who are
likely to succeed in an advanced high school course. A district shall
notify a student who performs at a high level on the questions and
the student’s parent or guardian of the student’s performance and
potential to succeed in an advanced high school course. A district
may not require a student to perform at a particular level on the
questions to be eligible to enroll in an advanced high school
course. Education Code 39.0233(b)

As a condition of receiving assistance under Title |, Part A of the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) (20 U.S.C. 6301 et
seq.), a district shall provide to each individual parent of a child
who is a student in such school, with respect to such student infor-
mation on the level of achievement and academic growth of the
student, if applicable and available, on each of the state academic
assessments required under Part A. 20 U.S.C. 6312(e)(1)(B)(i)

A parent is entitled to access to a copy of each state assessment
instrument administered to the parent’s child. This right of access
does not apply, however, to those instruments or particular ques-
tions that are being field-tested by TEA. Education Code 26.005,
.006(a)(2)

A district shall accurately report to TEA whether that student trans-
ferred into the district from out of state during the current school
year.
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Procedures for the reporting of out-of-state-transfer students to
TEA shall be established in the applicable test administration mate-
rials. A district shall follow procedures specified in those test ad-
ministration materials.

The assessment results of the out-of-state transfer students shall
be reported separately to districts from the results of the district's
other students in addition to the current reporting of assessment

results for all students and other student subsets.

19 TAC 101.3014

Each time a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an assess-
ment instrument administered under Education Code 39.023(a) in
the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, or eighth grade, the district in
which the student attends school shall provide to the student accel-
erated instruction in the applicable subject area. Accelerated in-
struction may require participation of the student before or after
normal school hours and may include participation at times of the
year outside normal school operations. Education Code
28.0211(a-1)

A district shall provide each student who fails to perform satisfacto-
rily on an EOC assessment instrument with accelerated instruction
in the subject assessed by the assessment instrument. Education
Code 39.025(b-1) [See EHBC]

Each district shall partner with at least one institution of higher edu-
cation to develop and provide courses in college preparatory math-
ematics and English language arts. The courses must be designed:

1.  For students at the grade 12 level whose performance on:

a. An EOC assessment instrument required under Educa-
tion Code 39.023(c) does not meet college readiness
standards; or

b. Coursework, a college entrance examination, or an as-
sessment instrument designated under Education Code
51.334(a) indicates that the student is not ready to per-
form entry-level college coursework; and

2. To prepare students for success in entry-level college
courses.

A course must be provided on the campus of the high school offer-
ing the course or through distance learning or as an online course

provided through the institution of higher education with which the

district partners.
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Appropriate faculty of each high school offering courses and appro-
priate faculty of each institution of higher education with which the
district partners shall meet regularly as necessary to ensure that
each course is aligned with college readiness expectations.

Each district shall provide a notice to each eligible student and the
student's parent or guardian regarding the benefits of enrolling in a
course.

A student who successfully completes an English language arts
course may use the credit earned toward satisfying the advanced
English language arts curriculum requirement for the foundation
high school program under Education Code 28.025(b-1)(1). A stu-
dent who successfully completes a mathematics course may use
the credit earned in the course toward satisfying an advanced
mathematics curriculum requirement under Education Code 28.025
after completion of the mathematics curriculum requirements for
the foundation high school program under Education Code
28.025(b-1)(2).

A course may be offered for dual credit at the discretion of the insti-
tution of higher education with which a district partners.

Each district, in consultation with the institution of higher education
with which the district partners, shall develop or purchase instruc-
tional materials for a course consistent with Education Code Chap-
ter 31. The instructional materials must include technology re-
sources that enhance the effectiveness of the course and draw on
established best practices.

Education Code 28.014

All assessment instruments included in the student assessment
program are considered secure, and the contents of these tests, in-
cluding student information used or obtained in their administration,
are confidential.

Districts and campuses and the superintendent and campus princi-
pals in each district and campus shall:

1. Implement and ensure compliance with state test administra-
tion procedures and training activities;

2. Notify TEA as soon as the district becomes aware of any al-
leged or suspected violation of the security or confidential in-
tegrity of a test [see Violations, below];
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Report all confirmed testing violations to TEA within ten work-
ing days of the district becoming aware of the violation in ac-
cordance with the reporting process stipulated in the test ad-
ministration materials;

Ensure that the only individuals with access to secure test
materials are district employees who have:

a. Met the requirements to participate in the student as-
sessment program;

b. Received annual training in test security and test admin-
istration procedures; and

c. Signed an oath affirming they understand their obligation
to maintain and preserve the security and confidentiality
of all state assessments and student information,
acknowledge their responsibility to report any suspected
testing violation, and are aware of the range of penalties
that may result from a violation of test security and confi-
dentiality or a departure from test administration proce-
dures; and

Ensure the security of the test materials as required by 19 Ad-
ministrative Code 101.3031(a)(2)(E).

19 TAC 101.3031(a)(1)—(a)(2)

Violations of the security and confidential integrity of a test include:

1.

Directly or indirectly assisting students with responses to test
questions;

Tampering with student responses;
Falsifying holistic ratings or student responses;

Viewing secure test content before, during, or after an admin-
istration unless specifically authorized by TEA or by the pro-
cedures outlined in the test administration materials;

Discussing or disclosing secure test content or student re-
sponses;

Scoring students' tests, either formally or informally;

Duplicating, recording, or electronically capturing confidential
test content unless specifically authorized by TEA or by the
procedures outlined in the test administration materials;

Responding to secure test questions;
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9. Fraudulently exempting or preventing a student from partici-

pating in the administration of a required state assessment;

10. Receiving or providing unallowable assistance during calibra-
tion activities (e.g., taking notes, providing answer sheets, or
sharing answers);

11. Encouraging or assisting an individual to engage in the con-
duct described above or in any other serious violation of secu-
rity and confidentiality;

12. Failing to report to an appropriate authority that an individual
has engaged or is suspected of engaging in the above con-
duct or in any other serious violation of security and confiden-
tiality under this provision;

13. Failing to implement sufficient procedures to prevent student
cheating; and

14. Failing to implement sufficient procedures to prevent altera-
tion of test documents by anyone other than the student.

If a district determines that a student has cheated or attempted to
cheat on a state assessment either by providing or receiving direct
assistance, the district shall invalidate the student's test results.

Any violation of test security or confidential integrity may result in
TEA:

1. Invalidating student test results;

2. Referring certified educators to the State Board for Educator
Certification (SBEC) for sanctions in accordance with 19 Ad-
ministrative Code Chapter 247 (Educators' Code of Ethics)
and Chapter 249 (Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and
Contested Cases); and

3. Lowering the district's accreditation status or a district's or
campus's accountability rating in accordance with Education
Code 39.057(d), or appointment of a monitor, conservator, or
management team to the district in accordance with Educa-
tion Code Chapter 39A.

Test administration procedures shall be delineated in the test ad-

ministration materials provided to districts annually. Districts must
comply with all of the applicable requirements specified in the test
administration materials.

Districts shall ensure that test coordinators and administrators re-
ceive training to ensure that testing personnel have the necessary
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skills and knowledge required to administer assessment instru-
ments in a valid, standardized, and secure manner.

Records Retention As part of test administration procedures, the commissioner shall
require districts to maintain records related to the security of as-
sessment instruments for five years.

19 TAC 101.3031(a-3)—(d)

Disciplinary Action SBEC may take disciplinary action against a person who has vio-

and Penalties lated the security or integrity of any assessment required by Edu-
cation Code Chapter 39, Subchapter B or has committed an act
that is a departure from the test administration procedures estab-
lished by the commissioner under 19 Administrative Code Chapter
101.

The superintendent and campus principal must develop proce-
dures to ensure the security and confidentiality of the tests and will
be responsible for notifying TEA in writing of conduct that violates
the security or confidentiality of a test. Failure to report can subject
the person responsible to the applicable penalties.

19 TAC 249.15(a)—(b), (g)

Minimize Disruptions In implementing the commissioner's procedures for the administra-
tion of assessment instruments adopted or developed under Edu-
cation Code 39.023, including procedures designed to ensure the
security of the assessment, a district shall minimize disruptions to
school operations and the classroom environment. Education Code
39.0301(a-1)

Confidentiality of Individual student performance results are confidential and may be

Results released only in accordance with the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974. Education Code 39.030(b) [See FL and
GBA]

DATE ISSUED: 1/7/2021 17 of 17

UPDATE 116

EKB(LEGAL)-P




Brownsville ISD

031901

STATE ASSESSMENT EKBA

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS/LEP STUDENTS (LEGAL)

Note: The terms English language learner, English learner, and

limited English proficient student are used interchangea-
bly.

Language The language proficiency assessment committee (LPAC) [see

Proficiency EHBE] shall select the appropriate assessment option for English

Assessment language learners, as defined by Education Code Chapter 29,

Committee (LPAC) Subchapter B, as a student of limited English proficiency (LEP), in
accordance with 19 Administrative Code 101.1005. The LPAC as-
sessment decisions must be made on an individual student basis
in accordance with administrative procedures established by TEA.

Documentation The LPAC shall document in the student’s permanent record file:

1. The decisions and justifications related to English language
proficiency assessments under 19 Administrative Code
101.1003;

2. The decisions and justifications related to selecting the appro-
priate assessment option under 19 Administrative Code
101.1005; and

3. In conjunction with the admission, review, and dismissal
(ARD) committee, the need for allowable testing accommoda-
tions under 19 Administrative Code 101.1003 and .1005.

19 TAC 101.1003(b), (c), .1005(a), (c)

Definitions “Recent unschooled immigrant” means an immigrant who initially
enrolled in a school in the United States not more than 12 months
before the date of the administration of an assessment and who,
as a result of inadequate schooling outside of the United States,
lacks the necessary foundation in the essential knowledge and
skills of the curriculum determined by the LPAC. Education Code
39.027(g)

“Unschooled asylee or refugee” means a student who:

1. Initially enrolled in a school in the United States as:
a. An asylee as defined by 45 C.F.R. 400.41; or
b. Arefugee as defined by 8 U.S.C. 1101;

2. Has avisa issued by the U.S. Department of State with a
Form 1-94 Arrival/Departure record, or a successor document,
issued by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services that
is stamped with “Asylee,” “Refugee,” or “Asylum”; and
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3. As aresult of inadequate schooling outside of the United
States, lacks the necessary foundation in the essential
knowledge and skills of the curriculum prescribed under Edu-
cation Code 28.002, as determined by the LPAC established
under Education Code 29.063.

Education Code 39.027(a-1); 19 TAC 101.1005(c)

“Inadequate schooling outside the United States” is defined as little
or no formal schooling outside the United States such that the
asylee or refugee lacks basic literacy in his or her primary lan-
guage upon enroliment in school in the United States. 19 TAC
101.1005(d)

In kindergarten through grade 12, an English learner shall be ad-
ministered state-identified English language proficiency assess-
ments annually in listening, speaking, reading, and writing to fulfill
state assessment requirements under Education Code Chapter 39,
Subchapter B, [see EKB] and federal requirements. 79 TAC
101.1003(a)

A LEP student may be administered an accommodated or alterna-
tive assessment instrument or may be granted an exemption from
or a postponement of the administration of the state assessment
for up to one year after initial enroliment in a school in the United
States if the student has not demonstrated proficiency in English
as determined by the assessment system developed to evaluate
academic progress of a LEP student. Education Code 39.027(a)(1)

A LEP student granted the initial exemption period above may be
administered an accommodated or alternative assessment instru-
ment or may be granted an exemption from or a postponement of
the administration of the state assessment for up to:

1. An additional two years if the student is a recent unschooled
immigrant or is in a grade for which no assessment instru-
ment in the primary language of the student is available; or

2. An additional four years if the student’s initial enrollment in a
school in the United States was as an unschooled asylee or
refugee.

The LPAC must determine that the student lacks the academic lan-
guage proficiency in English necessary for an assessment in Eng-

lish to measure the student's academic progress in a valid, reliable
manner.

Regardless of the date on which the student initially enrolled in a
school in the United States, unless a student is enrolled in a school
in the United States for a period of at least 60 consecutive days
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during a year, the student may not be considered to be enrolled in
a school in the United States for that year for the purpose of deter-
mining a number of years under Education Code 39.027(a)(1), (2),
or (3).

Education Code 39.027(a)(1)-(2), (a-1), (a-2), (g)

An English language learner shall participate in the grades 3-8 as-
sessments and, except as provided below, shall be administered
the general form of the English-version state assessment.

A Spanish-speaking English language learner in grades 3-5 may
be administered the state’s Spanish-version assessment if an as-
sessment in Spanish will provide the most appropriate measure of
the student’s academic progress.

An English language learner in grade 3 or higher may be adminis-
tered the linguistically accommodated English version of the state’s
mathematics, science, or social studies assessment if:

1. A Spanish-version assessment does not exist or is not the
most appropriate measure of the student's academic pro-
gress;

2. The student has not yet demonstrated English language profi-
ciency in reading as determined by the English language pro-
ficiency assessments required above [see English Language
Proficiency Tests, above]; and

3. The student has been enrolled in U.S. schools for three
school years or less or qualifies as an unschooled asylee or
refugee enrolled in U.S. schools for five school years or less
[see Definitions, above].

An unschooled asylee or refugee who meets the criteria at Span-
ish-Version Assessment and Linguistically Accommodated Assess-
ments above shall be granted an exemption from an administration
of an assessment instrument under Education Code 39.023(a), (b),
or (I). This exemption will only apply during the school year an un-
schooled asylee or refugee is first enrolled in a U.S. public school.

19 TAC 101.1005(b), (c)

An English language learner whose parent or guardian has de-
clined bilingual education/ESL services is not eligible for special
assessment, accommodation, or accountability provisions made
available to English language learners on the basis of limited Eng-
lish proficiency. 19 TAC 101.1005(f)
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An English language learner shall participate in the end-of-course
assessments as required by Education Code 39.023(c) and, ex-
cept as provided below, shall be administered the general form of
the English-version state assessment. 79 TAC 101.1005(b)

An English language learner shall not be exempt from taking an
end-of-course assessment for reasons associated with limited Eng-
lish proficiency or inadequate schooling outside the United States,
except as provided below.

If an English language learner enrolled in English | or English for
Speakers of Other Languages | has not yet demonstrated English
language proficiency in reading as determined by the English lan-
guage proficiency assessments required above [see English Lan-
guage Proficiency Tests, above] and has been enrolled in U.S.
schools for three school years or less, or qualifies as an un-
schooled asylee or refugee enrolled in U.S. schools [see Defini-
tions, above] for five school years or less, then he or she shall not
be required to retake the applicable English | assessment in which
the student is enrolled each time it is administered if the student
passes the course but fails to achieve the passing standard on the
assessment [See EKB]

19 TAC 101.1007(a), (b)

School districts may administer the assessment of academic skills
in Spanish to a student who is not identified as limited English pro-
ficient but who participates in a bilingual program if the LPAC deter-
mines the assessment in Spanish to be the most appropriate
measure of the student’s academic progress. 19 TAC 7101.1005(9g)

For each English language learner who receives special education
services, the student’s ARD committee in conjunction with the stu-
dent’s LPAC shall select the appropriate assessments.

The ARD committee shall document the decisions and justifications
in the student’s individualized education program (IEP).

19 TAC 101.1005(a)

In rare cases, the ARD committee in conjunction with the LPAC
may determine that it is not appropriate for an English learner who
receives special education services to participate in the general re-
quired English language proficiency assessment [see English Lan-
guage Proficiency Tests, above] for reasons associated with the
student’s particular disability. Students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the general English
language proficiency assessment, even with allowable accommo-
dations, shall participate in the alternate English language profi-
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ciency assessment to meet federal requirements. The ARD com-
mittee shall document the decisions and justifications in the stu-
dent’s IEP, and the LPAC shall document the decisions and justifi-
cations in the student’s permanent record file. 19 TAC 101.1003(b)

In the case of an English learner who receives special education
services, the ARD committee in conjunction with the LPAC shall
determine and document the need for allowable testing accommo-
dations in accordance with administrative procedures established
by TEA. 19 TAC 101.1003(c)

Alternative In certain cases, an English learner who receives special education

Assessment services may, as a result of his or her particular disabling condition,

Instruments qualify to be administered an alternative assessment instrument
based on alternative achievement standards. 79 TAC 101.1005(b)

An unschooled asylee or refugee who meets these criteria shall be
granted an exemption from an administration of an assessment in-
strument under Education Code 39.023(a), (b), or (I). This exemp-
tion will only apply during the school year an unschooled asylee or
refugee is first enrolled in a U.S. public school. 19 TAC 101.1005(c)

Testing The LPAC in conjunction with the ARD committee shall determine

Accommodations and document any allowable testing accommodations for assess-
ments in accordance with administrative procedures established by
TEA. 19 TAC 101.1005(e)

Grade Advancement  The LPAC shall determine appropriate assessment and acceler-

Requirements ated instruction for an English language learner who is adminis-
tered a grade advancement test in English or Spanish, except as
provided by 19 Administrative Code 101.1005. The grade place-
ment committee for an English language learner shall make its de-
cisions in consultation with a member of the student’'s LPAC. 19
TAC 101.2003(e) [See EIE]
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