
 
 

Special Education  

February 2025 

 

 
PDSES Grant Window  

 

 

 
Our case managers have been communicating with families regarding a grant opportunity. PDSES 
(Parent-Directed Special Education Services) has helped over 160,000 students and families across 
Texas by granting $1,500 to families so they can purchase educational goods and services for their 
children. Every student who is enrolled in our district and serviced through special education, and who has 
not already received the grant, is eligible. The window is open February 3 - March 31. This is an excellent 
opportunity for families, and I have been in a number of meetings where parents have discussed the 
application process. Thank you to our case managers for communicating with eligible families! 
 
Specially Designed Instruction  

I have facilitated campus based SDI discussions at the elementary, intermediate and junior high. High 
school will be next on the list for an SDI presentation and question/answer session, and I will also be 
providing a district-wide training to case managers on February 18th. This will be broken into two sections, 
elementary and secondary, which will allow case managers to focus on specific topics appropriate for their 



 
levels. Following our professional development day, I will be scheduling case manager meetings where I 
will meet with no more than two case managers at one time so we can thoroughly review IEP 
development and high quality specialized services, specifically on how to target the impact of disability 
and build student independence.  
 
February Family Engagement Events  

We will be hosting two Bluebonnet Trails events in February. A representative from Bluebonnet will 
present information on the agency, as well as what services are available to students and families.  

 

 

Transportation/Behavior Collaboration  

Myself and my behavior specialists met with Ms. Johnson to collaborate on behavior needs and best 
practices for bus safety. We will work to generalize skills between the bus and instructional day by 
providing visuals and strategies as needed. Behavior specialists can also provide support by riding the 
bus with students when needed. We will implement an August training where behavior specialists will 
review Behavior Intervention Plans with transportation staff and can also provide de-escalation training to 
all staff (general education and special education drivers/monitors). While our special education 
transportation staff would receive the full Crisis Prevention training, our general education staff could 
receive appropriate portions of the training to assist in supporting all students.  
 


