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GARY SCHOOL

GARY ADMINISTRATORS

Malala's story offers students a powerful look at
courage, advocacy, and the importance of
education as a universal right.
As we continue o deepen multicultural learning
across our classrooms, this unit invites students
to explore global perspectives and recognize the
contributions of individuals who have
significantly shaped our world. By engaging with
Malala's experiences, students will have
opportunities to connect their learning o the
concepts of resilience, equity, and the
importance of speaking out for positive change.
Malala Yousafzai is a young woman from
Pakistan who has become a global advocate for
{ education. Malala grew up in an area where girls
were often not allowed to go to school, but she
bravely spoke out for the right of all children to
learn. Even after surviving an attack for her
activism, she continued to fight for education
and co-founded the Malala Fund to support girls
| worldwide. Her story teaches courage,
resilience, and the importance of standing up for
what is right. We are excited to explore her life
and the contributions of other influential people
as part of our multicultural learning program at
Gary School. Thank you for your continued
commitment to creating inclusive, culturally
responsive learning environments for our Gary
School community. Let's make this another
impactiul study for our students.
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A NOTE FROM MRS. CORREA

\We are ready to begin our third study of
Influential People From Around the World.
Information about Malala Yousafzai has been
shared with the Gary School staff so that
planning for this next unit of study can begin.
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WEAR IT WEDNESDAY: STAFF AND STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE IN
SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS EACH WEEK ON WEDNESDAY.

Gary Gear - Wear Gary Gear or Gary Blue

Safari Day: Animal Print

Look alike Day

Grinch Day (Green)

Winter Wonderland (snowflakes, blue & white)

Holiday Sweater Day/Holiday T-Shirt

Candy Cane (red & white)

Winter PJ Day

Neon Day

Art Spirit Day: Dress like your favorite artist or in your favorite color

Book Character Day

College Gear Day

Where's the Love? Day - Red/Pink/White

Vaquero Day

Disney Day

Throwback Day (decades)




A DAY IN THE LIFE OF OUR GARY COUGARS

At Gary School, every day is an opportunity for curiosity, discovery, and growth! Our students dive into
reading, writing, and math lessons each morning, developing important skills while exploring new ideas.
Throughout the day, they enjoy specials like art, music, and PE, and participate in activities that make
learning exciting and meaningful. Recently, our Cougars have discovered new favorites at the Book Fair,
and our PTO continues to support amazing programs and events. We also take time to celebrate student
achievements through recognitions and awards, honoring both effort and success. Each day at Gary
School is a blend of learning, creativity, and community—making it a place where our Cougars truly thrive!
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Kinder News

December

News:

December -Our current theme is: Stories. We will continue
22-January 2: |reading traditional stories (folktales) to learn
No classes about characters and plot. Our next theme
January 5: will be plants, which will begin later in

Return to December.

school. Happy

New Year!
-In Math, we are counting every day, with the goal of
reaching 100. Eventually, we will count to 100! We will
finish shapes and begin our Measurement unit.

Practice or
ider this: -The time has come to learn to put on our own Winter
' gear! Students should practice tying their shoes and
boots, and zipping up their coats and snow pants. We
will practice timing with them, but they should be as
independent as possible with putting it on.

-Read together every
day, 15-20 mins.
Even if your little one
can't read, he is
learning from watching

youl Have a wonderful month!

-Kindergarten

Practice always: Writing name, ID numbers 0-10, letter
ID/sounds, and syllables.
If your child already knows these skills, practice identifying
numbers 0-20 and counting to 100.




1st Grade News

December 2025

Reminders ¥ Language Arts

- Topic: The Human Body Cont.
* Read with your child ot

Focus: students will learn the fundemental parts and

least |5 minutes ever .
Y functions of five body systems: skeletal, muscular,

day. Please sign your
¥ any dige:—:_‘rixre_ EIF{:UIDfDFY. and nervous.

RS i v oot UFLI: English phonics and literacy

chart to verify that

development
your child read.

Bl bread e ekt Lectoeseritura: Spanish literacy development

and subtraction facts R Math
with your child.

Send your child with a Topic and Focus: addition and subtraction

l"'l'EUIﬂ"V," SHGCI’( (ﬂﬁ nqusj +D 20 Decomposing numb&rs

and a bottle of water.

Upcoming Events

First Grade Team

Ms Jirmenez

imaneze@wegold org

DECEmber ZZ_JGHUUFT 2:
Winter Break (NO SCHOOL)

Mz Ayala

oy Jl\'.' I L}IIJ\r 290, -:'3 arg

Mrs. Swierenga

swierengob@wegollorg =N

Mre Meza Owene

a7
mezog@wegaddorg




Ms.Mexicano- mexicanoy@wego33.org
Ms. Portillo-  portillocewego33.org
Mrs.Uhlhorn- uhlhorne@wego33.org
Mrs. Valdivia- valdivialewego33.org

Reminders

Bring a refillable water
Dec. 3: PTO Meeting 6 p.m. bottle each day.
Dec. 13: Breakfast with ] Read and fill out Reading
Santa 8-11 a.m. Calendar for homework.
Winter Break ' Dress appropriately for
December 22-January 2 the weather

WAWAW AW A WA AW AW A WA WA AW A WA WA AW AW A WA AW AW W AW AW AW A

JLeaiming focus

Reading; Math:
Module 4
e We will finish our study of Addition and
Early Asian Civilizations subtraction within 200

and begin our Spanish with word problems to
unit of Ancient Greek 100.
Civilization.
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3rd Grade News

Social Studies

We are finishing cur unit that focuses
on leadership. We are learning about
influential leaders such as Mayor Bovey
of West Chicago, Katherine Johnson,
and Jane Goodall. We are discussing our
rights and responsibilities of living in a
demoeracy and how we can make
change to our community over time. Our
rIE‘:':+ |.|'-I|1- n'l'i“ ED'-:I..I-.‘-G on economy :||'|I:| We
will learn about goods and services and

|'|'D'~"-' 'H'IE",- Ur:El:f a EDF"‘IF‘I"lLIr"I"'Y.

VOTE

CIRCLE
KT MONBERS
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SOLVE
AND CHECKI

In 3" grade, this is howwe
solve word problems.

December 2025

n engoging unit about

VTS Rove I!!'_'" "IE!'J

about how sclentists classify They have deo practiced a

lot of reading skills whils reading inf ormational texts. The reading
gkille they have procticed are using context clues to determine

the meaning of unknown words, learning from text features, and
find ng the main idea of apa sage The students are writing a

prar .::_'.-'-.::||'~ gbout on onimol of fheir choice. They will write o topic

efntence and BupporTing aeTails

Spell g and Grammar: Qur animal classification unit also incleded
practice on important skills in spelling ond graommar, They learned
about how to spell words with the end ngs —ad and -ing They also

learned abeout nouns, verbs, and edjectives

Spanish Languoge Arts: The students reod o text about piranha
repeatedly in order to improve their reading fluency. They olso

4 ki
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Math (English) ~

In Math, we have started Module 3 which focuses on

wrote a sentence in "Dictade” te proctice wr

accent marks and cartain end W] &

Multiplicatien of 68,75, Bs, and 9. We are revisiting the
concepts of the commutative property and distributive
property Please continue to practice multiplication and

division facts with your ch |drenl
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Upcoming
Events

December 13: Breakfast with
Santa

December 20-January 4%
Winter Break

| Third Grade Team
Third Grade

8:40 - 8:50 Morning Meeting Ms. Meyer

rerm@wego33.or S
8:50-9:40 Specials meyermi@wegoll.org

Mrs Larson

arsone@wego3d.org .

9:40-11:00 | Language Arts: Amplify
11:00-11:40 Language Arts: WIN Ms. Jirovec

jirovecl@wego3d.org
11:40-12:10 Lunch and Recess ’ ’ g

12:10-1:00 Guided Math

1:00.1:40 |  Math Core Lesson Reminders

1:40-1:55 3rd Grade Recess

1:55-2:20 Language Arts: Amplify Please send only water to school for students.
2:20-2:50 SLA It is best to use a reusable water bottle

2:50-3:20 | Social Studies/Science Please send a healthy snack to school to eat in

3:20 Dismissal the classroom in the afterncon. Fruit, vegetable,

crackers, grancla bar are grear u:pfiu:ns_;l
Monday | Tussday ‘Wednesday| Thursday =

i b *Don't forget to look at the pages attached to

Ubrary ) your child's math homework to find out about
what they are learning in math class!

Be sure to watch the weather to know the
'CIDP"'DP"iﬂfFJ |:|:|H"ir|g for the d:“'rl It is winter, so

Library please bring a coat every day

PE




brandti@wego33.org
Mrs. Garcia:
garcialo@wego33.org
Miss. Rivera:

riveraemily@wego33.org

Math: Breakfast with Santa: Dec 13

Winter Break: Dec 22 - Jan 2

IMPORTANT INFO




Deeémber Sth Grade
Newsletter
LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS

This menth, cur Sth graders focused on the core value
of responsibility, practicing completing homework,
turning in classwork on time, and taking ownership of
their behavier, In science, we're working through unit
2, studying energy transfer in ecosystems and plant
and anima neads. In Amplify, students are exploring
life in America’s first civilizations Ask your child about
the Mayans, Aztecs, or Incas In math, students
finished a unit on whole-number multiplication and
division with multi-digit numbers.

Focus on the month:

* Armplify: Firgt Covilizations in the Americas
* Math: Muti-digit multiplication and division
* Science: Energy tronsfer. plant needs ® (630} 293-6010
* Behavier: Responsibility

r..l'ar"rr@wngnj:i arg

P Bhwagodd
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to NI e~y

rodriguearcbertolwegaiorg
reach out to your child's teacher. wilscrvi@wegaXlorg
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winter holiday celebration {{n
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033 Art Show: Dee. I, 2025 Spm craft or garme at the party, * G?::'ﬂ

Bredkfarhw/ Sont SRR SR 025 pleces contact your child's Set, D'*’ri
Sth Grode Winter Party: Dee. 19, 2005 teacher. We are dlso ""n'

Winter Breok: Dec, 20- Jan. Y, 2026 seeking donations of: —., ‘%&%":"U&“
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If you'd like to hel
BT0 Mesting Dec. & 3025 6pm you'd lke to help run o M””

WE'RE “ALL INY

We're encouraging all 5th graders to be "All In" on responsibility, which includes caring for
their materials, completing work, and owning their actions toward others. Our godl is to
help etudents develop this ekill now so they carry etrong habite of organization,
accountabllity, and self-manogement into later grodes and adulthoed.




December 2025

Art

It is a Claycember to remember! We're making art with all types of
clay this December. 4th grade is finishing up their 3D printed picture
frames. Thank you for coming by our Tiny Art Show during parent

=
teacher conferences! Qur D33 Art Gala will take place in January at #
Leman Middle School. Stay tuned for more details after winter

break!

Music

+ Save the date: January 27. 2026 Winter Program 1st Grade,
4th Grade, Orchestra, Gary Chorus
In Kindergarten and 15t grades we are working on learning how
instruments make sound. We will be ereating our own
instruments from recycled materials. Please send stickers, contact paper, rice, beans, and
recycled items to class the week of December 15th.
In Second and Third grades, we will be using the Nutcracker story to look for patterns, musica
form, and musical elements
In Fourth and Fifth grades, it's recorder time! We will be working on reading music and playing
songs. Students have to earn the priveledge of taking the instrument home and must bring it
back as we will use it until April

Come see Gary Chorus at Frosty Fest!

In gym class we will be playing Basketball skills practice,
activities, and games! We will learn dribbling basics, passing

basics, shooting basics, and defending basics. Check out the




1st Grade: Students are learning that fruits and vegetables give our bodies important vitamins that
help us stay healthy. They will be able to choose healthy foods in many different colors to help their
bodies grow and stay strong and understand that eating a variety of foods is important for good
health.

2nd Grade: Students will be able to identify and choose foods that help keep specific parts of their
bodies healthy and about the fruit and vegetable food groups. They will explore examples of foods
in each group and how certain fruits and vegetables help different parts of the body—such as our
eyes, hair, skin, and heart.

3rd Grade; Students are learning that having a balanced plate helps them eat the right amounts
from each food group. Eating too much or too little of certain foods can affect their overall health
and wellness. They will be able to identify the five food groups and what each one includes. We will
also practice creating a balanced meal using the MyFPlate guidelines.

4th Grade: Students are learning that proteins and carbohydrates are important nutrients our

bodies need. They are also discovering that there are many healthy sources of both proteins and
carbohydrates. We will learn that proteins help build and repair muscles, and carbohydrates give
the body energy. Students will be able to identify healthy sources of proteins and carbohydrates

5th Grade:

Botvin Life Skills Training with Officer O'niel will focus on 3 areas.

Personal Self-Management Skills - Students learn strategies to feel more confident, solve
problems, reduce stress and anxiety, and handle strong emotions like anger in healthy ways
General Social Skills - Students practice important social skills such as speaking clearly, building
positive friendships, overcoming shyness, and resolving conflicts peacefully. Most Importantly,
Drug Resistance Skills - Students learn how to make safe choices and stand up to peer pressure
related to tobacco, alcohol, vaping, and other drugs.

Library

Students are continuing to build a love of reading by checking out
bhooks they enjoy for pleasure. At home, please encourage them to
talk about what they are reading to help develop strong readers
The Chicago Wolves reading incentive program ends before we go
on break in December. If your child would like to participate or
needs a new form, please reach out! Thank you to everyone who
has participated so far!




o
g ELEMENTARY ORCERESTRA

W\E are learning:
4th brade Beginning Orchestra  Sth Erade Intermediate Orchestra

Tuesday, February 3" is our Concert!

3y sezson that about your students upcoming concert on Febn

47 brade E!EJ VT




December

Special Edition

+ December 3" Grade Band Newsletter +

THANK YOU!

[ hank vou to all the famalie
whao attended our parent
teacher conferences. It was
such a pleasure to meet all of
{ %8 NONLAT ||I|

K vOu Lor your

DECEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS

YEARIN REVIEW
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As we celebrate the holidays, we also
celebrate the great success of vour
student in band Staudenits have been
working so hard these past few
months and can now play 5 notes in
songs, how cool is that? Although it
may be tough at times, little by little
the hard work is paying ofl

LOOKING AHEAD + + + ?.RA_CT'_CE,!

Believe it or not, we have our first concert coming

U in I:-'E ruary! Stay tune | for more detals but
|'|..|'-|. In1l. rfx YVIMIT | I;I."II'.-I'\ LM

February 47, 6pm at Leman Maddle Schoo




