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THANK
YOU!

Club and music program sponsors

CAST and BRAVO teams

Team coaches and coordinators

Building and district leaders 

Community partners

School and district-level administrative
support teams

Our data analytics guru

Our communications team

School PTOs

Student-athletes, musicians,  dancers,
club participants, innovators and their
families
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TONIGHT’S
AGENDA

Clubs, Activities and
Music Programs

Community
Partnerships

Field Trips

Early Childhood
Collaboration



114 10 >1550

District
supported
extracurricular
clubs, sports and
music programs

Number of
schools offering
at least one
extracurricular
program 

Number of
student
participants 

 NOW:
EXTRACURRICULAR

PROGRAMS



SPOTLIGHT ON NEW CLUBS

Black Student Union
Double Dutch Club

The Lunch Trays
Newspaper Club

Star Wars Social Club
Whittier Wildcat Dance Team



D97 club participants
mirror the overall
district racial/ethnic
and gender
demographics.

Students with IEPs,
English Learners and
students eligible for
free or reduced price
lunch are slightly less
likely to participate in
clubs 

District Club Participation
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 NEXT How can we align
extracurricular
programming to the
District 97 Portrait of
an Eighth-Grade
Graduate?

How can we continue to
streamline processes
to privilege the
promises inherent in
the equity policy?

How can we continue to
center student
leadership in out of
school time
programming?



260 4 55

Number of 
off-campus
learning
experiences   
(to date)

Number of out of
state field trips

Percentage of
students
participating
in the 8th
grade field trip
to DC 

NOW:
FIELD TRIPS

62

Students
supported in
alignment with
Board Policy
6:240



SPOTLIGHT ON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The district sponsored the eighth grade field trip to Washington
D.C. for the second year in a row.



Washington DC
Field Trip
Participation and
District
Demographics

Race/Ethnicity

Washington DC Eighth Grade Class
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Washington DC
Field Trip
Participation and
District
Demographics

Free and Reduced
Price Lunch Status

Washington DC District
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Washington DC
Field Trip
Participation and
District
Demographics

IEP Status

Washington DC Eighth Grade Class
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Washington DC
Field Trip
Participant
Survey

Please rate the trip
overall
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What worked
well/went well?

Great choice of sites and content.
Got to talk to all my friends and it felt independent.
Way more organized than my older son’s experience
Learning roommates ahead of arrival (decreased anxiety over whether requests were
met)
It was all very organized!
Airport travel to and from Chicago, DC transportation, nice hotel
Travel there and back, and the airport experience was very calm and easy. The buses in
DC were clean and comfortable.
Student transportation to and from was much smoother than in the past
The touring of the museums.
hotel rooms
I liked my workshop group leader Steve was great.
The diversity of the museums that were toured was nice
Schedule for the day- sites, etc
The on-the-ground activities were amazing. My kid felt both empowered by the amount
of freedom he was given and also blown away by the places he was able to visit.
The time leading up to the trio
It was a well planned trip I am very happy that my daughter was able to participate.
The kids had a packed schedule of great experiences. Really impressive!
Breaking down into small groups with one guide.
Going to many museums and learning many things
That students could see various sites
The schedule--we knew exactly what we were doing and where we were going. There
was not a lot of confusion.
The locations we went to like museums.
Having the trip be both educational and fun.
The FDR Memorial visit was well planned.
It was so organized and I felt so comfortable sending my child on it which was a huge
change from two years ago when my other child went
good food
students choosing roommates



What is one thing
about the trip
that could have
been better or
improved upon?

Food: more protein, more gluten-free options
Food at the hotel.
maybe offer multiple dates to break up payments rather than a deposit and then final
payment
Roommate selection - my son was not put with one of the kids he requested even though 2 of
them also listed him as a roommate choice
Bus transport for the kids for their flights to DC and for the return home! Don't put the task on
the parents to have to get up in the middle of the night to take their kids to the airport. Don't
put on the parents to drive in the dark to pick their kids up from the airport when returning
home from the trip. Why did this DC trip cost more and it didn't include airport transport for
the kids. Super taxing on parents.
More healthy food options
Not having to write things down a lot
More money for food if eating at a food court. $15 is not much these days, unfortunately.
Price is high - especially when paying for 2 students to go (twins)
Would have preferred flying out Friday pm, instead of super early Saturday am.
The food options. Seems like it was hard to find a variety of healthy food choices.
Communication between school and Close Up personnel. Perhaps pre-meetings to discuss
expectations for all parties.
Chaperone groups, spec. Workshops and flight groups
Too many activities crammed into one day. My daughter said they would see monuments and
museums all day, eat dinner, and then go back out at night to additional sites. Bowling was a
fun break to allow them to relax and socialize but it was too short. Pool would've been fun if
allowed.
Fundraising is my number 1 suggestion for next year. ALL families should have an
opportunity to raise money for their student and could be student-driven. The schools
should link up with PTOs to plan for an opportunity for ALL students to fundraise. Even if you
are not free and reduced lunch, this is a lot of money for many families. Plus, multiples, etc
are double the cost. I do understand the high cost because of what you are getting for the
trip. It's totally worth it. I just would love to have a chance to fundraise for even a small
amount - $200-$300-$500. Have the kids sell something, etc. The Brooks Band sells
something in the Fall for their department. It just needs to be organized from the PTO or
school.



Washington DC
Field Trip Equity
and Access
Survey

Please share any
barriers to your
child attending
the 8th grade field
trip to
Washington DC



NEXT
Can we offer student
choice, voice and
agency by supporting a
student vote on a
choice of three
locations?

How can we adjust trip
timeline to allow more
flexibility for families?

Can we reduce trip
expenses by switching
to locations reasonably
accessible by ground
transportation?
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Foam cannon

 NOW:
EARLY CHILDHOOD

COLLABORATION

New adhoc committee
formed with a focus on
equitable early learning

outcomes

Children under 5 years
old in Oak Park per the

2020 census



NEXT How can we refine our
metrics to align with
our equity policy?

How can we harness
the power of our
amazing teacher
leaders in this space?

How can we continue to
partner around
villagewide equity
goals in early learning? 



1 10 4

New district
supported
spring
break  
program

Number of
schools offering  
programs
designed by our
community
partners

Number of
program
expansions 

NOW:
COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIPS



PARK DISTRICT
OF OAK PARK :
SUMMER CAMP 
PARTNERSHIP



OAK PARK
EDUCATION
FOUNDATION:
AFTER SCHOOL
EXPANSION



FRIDAY NIGHT
PLACE:
SPRING BREAK CAMP
OPPORTUNITY



OAK PARK
TOWNSHIP’S
GIRLS ON
THE RISE
PROGRAM :
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL EXPANSION



YEMBA:
SUPPORTING
STUDENT
TRANSITIONS AND
YOUTH LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT



Our newest partner,
Chicago West

Community Music
Center:

The Sounds of Brazil
James Reece Europe: Musician

and War Hero
The History of the Blues
Drums of the Diaspora



NEXT Explore associated
metrics for program
efficacy with our
community partners

Continue to connect
with stakeholders on a
regular cadence

How can we support
our community
partners in developing
learning experiences
aligned to the Portrait
of an Eighth Grade
Graduate?



THANK
YOU!


