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Students

Release Durinq Schoo! Hours 1

For safety and security reasons, a prior written or oral consent ofa student's custodial parent/guardian

is required before a student is released during school hours: (l) at any time before the regular

dismissal time or at any time before school is otherwise officially closed, and/or (2) to any person

other than a custodial parenVguardian.

Earlv Dismissal Announcemcnt

The Superintendent or designee shall make reasonable effofts to issue an announcement w'henever it
is necessary to close school early due to inclement weather or other reason.

which

The footnotes are not intended to be part ofthe adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted.

1 This sample policy and its contents are discretionary with each school board. Sample PRESS policy 4:770, Safety,

authorizes t}e Superintendent to close school(s) in the event of hazardous weather or other emergency that threatens the

1

orincioles).
Includins it also serves several oolic:r' functions and purposes: en$irine legal compliance. directing or authorizing the

suoerintendent or staff membels. and/or orovidins information.
To imolement this law each board and superintendent may wish to ensage in a conversation about balancing the

students' risht to be absent from school with the district's attendance ard safety and secudtv goals and its right to minimize

disruption to the educational process and/or ensure orderlv operation of a school. Factors affecting implementatlon will
dleoend upon a board's local conditions and the communitv exnectations that may include. but not be limited to: (1) the

boird attomelr's recomrnendations. (2) the district's budget oarameters, if any. for any increased securitv needs durins the

15 dalzs before and the dav ofthe sualifvins elections" {3'} each individual building's unique needs. and (4) the communifv's

expectations.
The suoerintendent and buildins principal may implement this policy differently in different buildines. Once the board

and suoerintendent or designee determine implementation logistics. these should be communicated in student handbooks. A
comorehensive student handbook can provide notice of the school's conduct rules. extracuricular and athletic oarticipation
requirements. and other imoortant information. The handbook can be developed by the building principal. but should be

reviewed and aooroved blr the superintendent and board. The Ill. Princioals Association maintains a handbook service that

coordittates with PFJESS mateial. Online Model Student Handbook (MSH)" at:- www.iloincipals.otghesowces/mode1-
student-handbook.

For hieh school and unit districts not wanting to include this subhead. delete it and the Leeal Rel'erence to it in this

oolicy. delete it from the Cross References in policy 7:70. ,{rerdazce rrnd lruazcy. and follow the instructions listed in
paragpphthree of fln3 of ooliw 7:'70. Attendance and Truancy.
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specjal glection. or any election at which sropositions aIe submitted to a popular vote in ll'linois' or on

the day of such election.

LEGAL REF,: ..10 ILCS 5/7-42(b) and 5ll7'15{b.}' Election Code'

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (SafetY)
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