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School Board 
Board Member Oath and Conduct 
Each School Board member, before taking his or her seat on the Board, shall take the following 
oath of office:  

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office of member of the Board of Education of (name of School District), in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and the laws of 
the State of Illinois, to the best of my ability. 
I further swear (or affirm) that: 
I shall respect taxpayer interests by serving as a faithful protector of the School District’s 

assets; 
I shall encourage and respect the free expression of opinion by my fellow Board members 

and others who seek a hearing before the Board, while respecting the privacy of students 
and employees; 

I shall recognize that a Board member has no legal authority as an individual and that 
decisions can be made only by a majority vote at a public Board meeting; 

I shall abide by majority decisions of the Board, while retaining the right to seek changes in 
such decisions through ethical and constructive channels; 

As part of the Board of Education, I shall accept the responsibility for my role in the 
equitable and quality education of every student in the School District; 

I shall foster with the Board extensive participation of the community, formulate goals, 
define outcomes, and set the course for (name of School District); 

I shall assist in establishing a structure and an environment designed to ensure all students 
have the opportunity to attain their maximum potential through a sound organizational 
framework; 

I shall strive to ensure a continuous assessment of student achievement and all conditions 
affecting the education of our children, in compliance with State law; 

I shall serve as education's key advocate on behalf of students and our community's school 
(or schools) to advance the vision for (name of School District); and 

I shall strive to work together with the District Superintendent to lead the School District 
toward fulfilling the vision the Board has created, fostering excellence for every student 
in the areas of academic skills, knowledge, citizenship, and personal development. 

The Board President will administer the oath in an open Board meeting; in the absence of the 
President, the Vice President will administer the oath. If neither is available, the Board member 
with the longest service on the Board will administer the oath.  
The Board adopts the Illinois Association of School Boards’ Code of Conduct for Members of 
School Boards. A copy of the Code shall be displayed in the regular Board meeting room. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-16.5. 

CROSS REF.: 1:30 (School District Philosophy), 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the School 
Board; Indemnification), 2:50 (Board Member Term of Office), 2:100 (Board 
Member Conflict of Interest), 2:105 (Ethics and Gift Ban), 2:210 
(Organizational School Board Meeting) 

 
ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
 
REVISED: November 14, 2007 
 April 29, 2009 
 October 27, 2010 
 January 23, 2019 
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School Board 
Qualifications, Term, and Duties of Board Officers  
The School Board officers are: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. These officers are 
elected or appointed by the Board at its organizational meeting. 

President  
The Board elects a President from its members for a two-year term. The duties of the President are to: 

1. Preside at all meetings; 
2. Focus the Board meeting agendas on appropriate content; 
3. Make all Board committee appointments, unless specifically stated otherwise;  
4. Attend and observe any Board committee meeting at his or her discretion;  
5. Represent the Board on other boards or agencies; 
6. Sign official District documents requiring the President’s signature, including Board minutes 

and Certificate of Tax Levy; 
7. Call special meetings of the Board; 
8. Serve as the head of the public body for purposes of the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of 

Information Act;  
9. Ensure that a quorum of the Board is physically present at all Board meetings, except as 

otherwise provided by the Open Meetings Act;  
10. Administer the oath of office to new Board members;  
11. Serve as or appoint the Board’s official spokesperson to the media; 
12. Except when the Board President is the subject of a complaint of sexual harassment, a 

witness, or otherwise conflicted, appoint a qualified outside investigator to conduct an 
independent review of allegations of sexual harassment made against a Board member by 
another Board member or elected official; and  

13. Ensure that all fingerprint-based criminal history records information checks, screenings, and 
sexual misconduct related employment history reviews (EHRs) required by State law and 
policy 5:30, Hiring Process and Criteria, are completed for the Superintendent.  

The President is permitted to participate in all Board meetings in a manner equal to all other Board 
members, including the ability to make and second motions. 
The Vice President fills a vacancy in the Presidency.  

Vice President  
The Board elects a Vice President from its members for a two-year term. The Vice President performs 
the duties of the President if: 

1. The office of President is vacant; 
2. The President is absent; or 
3. The President is unable to perform the office’s duties. 

A vacancy in the Vice Presidency is filled by a special Board election. 

Secretary  
The Board elects a Secretary for a two-year term. The Secretary may be, but is not required to be, a 
Board member. The Secretary may receive reasonable compensation as determined by the Board 
before appointment. However, if the Secretary is a Board member, the compensation shall not exceed 
$500 per year, as fixed by the Board at least 180 days before the beginning of the term. The duties of 
the Secretary are to: 

1. Keep minutes for all Board meetings, and keep the verbatim record for all closed Board 
meetings; 

2. Mail meeting notification and agenda to news media who have officially requested copies; 
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3. Keep records of the Board’s official acts, and sign them, along with the President, before 
submitting them to the Treasurer at such times as the Treasurer may require; 

4. Report to the Treasurer on or before July 7, annually, such information as the Treasurer is 
required to include in the Treasurer’s report to the Regional Superintendent; 

5. Act as the local election official for the District; 
6. Arrange public inspection of the budget before adoption; 
7. Publish required notices; 
8. Sign official District documents requiring the Secretary’s signature; and 
9. Maintain Board policy and such other official documents as directed by the Board. 

The Secretary may delegate some or all of these duties, except when State law prohibits the 
delegation. The Board appoints a secretary pro tempore, who may or may not be a Board member, if 
the Secretary is absent from any meeting or refuses to perform the duties of the office. A permanent 
vacancy in the office of Secretary is filled by special Board election. 

Recording Secretary 
The Board may appoint a Recording Secretary who is a staff member. The Recording Secretary shall: 

1. Assist the Secretary by taking the minutes for all open Board meetings; 
2. Assemble Board meeting material and provide it, along with prior meeting minutes, to Board 

members before the next meeting; and 
3. Perform the Secretary’s duties, as assigned, except when State law prohibits the delegation. 

In addition, the Recording Secretary or Superintendent receives notification from Board members 
who desire to attend a Board meeting by video or audio means.  

Treasurer  
The Treasurer of the Board shall be either a member of the Board who serves a one-year term or a 
non-Board member who serves at the Board’s pleasure. A Treasurer who is a Board member may not 
be compensated.  A Treasurer who is not a Board member may be compensated provided it is 
established before the appointment. The Treasurer must:  

1. Be at least 21 years old; 
2. Not be a member of the County Board of School Trustees; and 
3. Have a financial background or related experience, or 12 credit hours of college-level 

accounting. 
The Treasurer shall:  

1. Furnish a bond, which shall be approved by a majority of the full Board; 
2. Maintain custody of school funds; 
3. Maintain records of school funds and balances; 
4. Prepare a monthly reconciliation report for the Superintendent and Board; and 
5. Receive, hold, and expend District funds only upon the order of the Board. 

A vacancy in the Treasurer’s office is filled by Board appointment. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/8-1, 5/8-2, 5/8-3, 5/8-6, 5/8-16, 5/8-17, 5/10-1, 5/10-5, 5/10-7, 5/10-8, 
5/10-13, 5/10-13.1, 5/10-14, 5/10-16.5, 5/10-21.9, 5/17-1, 5/21B-85, and 5/22-
94. 

5 ILCS 120/7, Open Meetings Act. 
5 ILCS 420/4A-106, Ill. Governmental Ethics Act. 

CROSS REF.: 2:80 (Board Member Oath and Conduct), 2:105 (Ethics and Gift Ban), 2:150 
(Committees), 2:210 (Organizational School Board Meeting), 2:220 (School 
Board Meeting Procedure), 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria) 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
REVISED:       March 18, 2022 
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School Board 
Procurement of Architectural, Engineering, and Land Surveying Services  
The School Board selects architects, engineers, and land surveyors to provide professional 
services to the District on the basis of demonstrated competence and qualifications, and in 
accordance with State law. 

LEGAL REF.: 40 U.S.C. §1101 et seq. 
50 ILCS 510/, Local Government Professional Services Selection Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.21. 
Shively v. Belleville Twp. High Sch. Dist. 201, 329 Ill.App.3d 1156 (5th Dist. 

2002), appeal denied. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:  January 26, 2006 
 
REVISED:  September 12, 2007 
        November 13, 2013 
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General School Administration 
Superintendent  
Duties and Authority 
The Superintendent is the District’s executive officer and is responsible for the administration and management of 
the District schools in accordance with School Board policies and directives, and State and federal law. District 
management duties include, without limitation, preparing, submitting, publishing, and posting reports and 
notifications as required by State and federal law, including the special reporting responsibilities in policy 5:90, 
Abused and Neglected Child Reporting. The Superintendent is authorized to develop administrative procedures 
and take other action as needed to implement Board policy and otherwise fulfill his or her responsibilities. The 
Superintendent may delegate to other District staff members the exercise of any powers and the discharge of any 
duties imposed upon the Superintendent by Board policies or by Board vote. The delegation of power or duty, 
however, shall not relieve the Superintendent of responsibility for the action that was delegated. 

Qualifications 
The Superintendent must be of good character and of unquestionable morals and integrity. The Superintendent 
shall have the experience and the skills necessary to work effectively with the Board, District employees, 
students, and the community. The Superintendent must have and maintain a Professional Educator License with a 
superintendent endorsement issued by the Illinois State Educator Preparation and Licensure Board.  

Evaluation 
The Board will evaluate, at least annually, the Superintendent’s performance and effectiveness, using standards 
and objectives developed by the Superintendent and Board that are consistent with State law, the Board’s policies, 
and the Superintendent’s contract. A specific time should be designated for a formal evaluation session with all 
Board members present. The evaluation should include a discussion of professional strengths as well as 
performance areas needing improvement. 
The Superintendent shall annually present evidence of professional growth through attendance at educational 
conferences, in-service training, or similar continuing education pursuits.  

Compensation and Benefits  
The Board and the Superintendent shall enter into an employment agreement that conforms to Board policy and 
State law. This contract shall govern the employment relationship between the Board and the Superintendent. The 
terms of the Superintendent’s employment agreement, when in conflict with this policy, will control. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-16.7, 5/10-20.47, 5/10-21.4, 5/10-21.9, 5/10-23.8, 5/21B-20, 5/21B-25, 5/24-11, 
and 5/24A-3. 

5 ILCS 120/7.3, Open Meetings Act. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.310, 1.705, and 25.355. 

CROSS REF: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the School Board; Indemnification), 2:130 (Board-Superintendent 
Relationship), 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 3:10 (Goals and Objectives), 4:165 
(Awareness and Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse and Grooming Behaviors), 4:175 
(Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria), 
5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child Reporting), 5:120 (Employee Ethics; Code of Professional 
Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 5:150 (Personnel Records), 5:210 (Resignations), 5:290 
(Employment Termination and Suspensions) 

 
ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
 
REVISED: February 17, 2021 
  May 18, 2022 
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Operational Services 
Insufficient Fund Checks and Debt Recovery 
Insufficient Fund Checks  
The Superintendent or designee is responsible for collecting up to the maximum fee authorized by 
State law for returned checks written to the District that are not honored upon presentation to the 
respective bank or other depository institution for any reason. The Superintendent is authorized to 
contact the Board Attorney whenever necessary to collect the returned check amount, fee, collection 
costs and expenses, and interest. 

Delinquent Debt Recovery  
The Superintendent is authorized to seek collection of delinquent debt owed the District to the fullest 
extent of the law.  
A Local Debt Recovery Program may be available through the Illinois Office of the Comptroller 
(IOC). To participate in it, an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) between the District and the IOC 
must be in existence. The IGA establishes the terms under which the District may refer a delinquent 
debt to the IOC for an offset (deduction). The IOC may execute an offset, in the amount of the 
delinquent debt owed to the District, from a future payment that the State makes to an individual or 
entity responsible for paying the delinquent debt. 
The Superintendent or designee shall execute the requirements of the IGA. While executing the 
requirements of the IGA, the Superintendent or designee is responsible, without limitation, for each of 
the following: 

1. Providing a District-wide, uniform, method of notice and due process to the individual or 
entity against whom a claim for delinquent debt payment (claim) is made. Written notice and 
an opportunity to be heard must be given to the individual or entity responsible for paying a 
delinquent debt before the claim is certified to the IOC for offset. The notice must state the 
claim’s amount, the reason for the amount due, the claim’s date or time period, and a 
description of the process to challenge the claim. If reimbursable meals or snacks provided 
under the Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act are the basis of the District’s delinquent 
debt claim of no less than $500, the notice must be sent to a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) 
only after: (a) the student owes the District more than five meals and/or snacks; (b) the 
Superintendent or designee made: (i) repeated contacts to collect the amounts owed, and (ii) 
reasonable efforts to collect the amount due for at least one year; and (c) the District 
requested the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) to apply for meal benefits pursuant to policy 
4:130, Free and Reduced-Price Food Services, and they either: (i) did not qualify, or (ii) 
refused to apply. 
 

2. An individual or entity challenging a claim shall be provided an informal proceeding to refute 
the claim’s existence, amount, or current collectability; the decision following this proceeding 
shall be reviewable. 

a. If a waiver of student fees is requested as a challenge to paying the claim, and the 
waiver of student fees is denied, an appeal of the denial of a fee waiver request shall 
be handled according to 4:140, Waiver of Student Fees. If no waiver of student fees is 
requested, reviews regarding payment of the claim shall be handled according to this 
policy before certification to the IOC for offset. 

b. If application for meal benefits pursuant to policy 4:130, Free and Reduced-Price 
Food Services, is requested as a challenge to paying the claim, and the request is 
denied, an appeal of the denial of the request shall be handled according to 4:130, 
Free and Reduced-Price Food Services. If no request for meal benefits is received, 
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review of the claim’s payment shall be handled according to this policy before 
certification to the IOC for offset. 
 

3. Certifying to the IOC that the debt is past due and legally enforceable, and notifying the IOC 
of any change in the status of an offset claim for delinquent debt. 
 

4. Responding to requests for information from the IOC to facilitate the prompt resolution of 
any administrative review requests received by the IOC. 

LEGAL REF.: 15 ILCS 405/10.05 and 10.05d, State Comptroller Act. 
105 ILCS 123/, Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act. 
810 ILCS 5/3-806, Uniform Commercial Code. 
 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
REVISED: March 27, 2013 
 January 28, 2015 
 August 12, 2015 
 January 23, 2019 
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Operational Services 
Purchases and Contracts  
The Superintendent shall manage the District’s purchases and contracts in accordance with State law, the 
standards set forth in this policy, and other applicable School Board policies. 

Standards for Purchasing and Contracting 
All purchases and contracts shall be entered into in accordance with applicable federal and State law. The 
Board Attorney shall be consulted as needed regarding the legal requirements for purchases or contracts. 
All contracts shall be approved or authorized by the Board. 
All purchases and contracts should support a recognized District function or purpose as well as provide 
for good quality products and services at the lowest cost, with consideration for service, reliability, and 
delivery promptness, and in compliance with State law. No purchase or contract shall be made or entered 
into as a result of favoritism, extravagance, fraud, or corruption. 
Adoption of the annual budget authorizes the Superintendent or designee to purchase budgeted supplies, 
equipment, and services, provided that State law is followed. Purchases of items outside budget 
parameters require prior Board approval, except in an emergency. Notwithstanding the above, the 
Superintendent shall not commit to any single, non-customary purchase or expenditure, excluding 
personnel, of greater than $10,000.00 without prior Board approval.  Non-customary for these purposes 
means a purchase that does not necessarily occur every year such as textbooks or copiers.  Examples of 
customary purchases include, but are not limited to, tablets, technology infrastructure, and repairs and 
maintenance to District buildings. 
When presenting a contract or purchase for Board approval, the Superintendent or designee shall ensure 
that it complies with applicable federal and State law, including but not limited to, those specified below: 

1. Supplies, materials, or work involving an expenditure in excess of $25,000 must comply with the 
State law bidding procedure, 105 ILCS 5/10-20.21, unless specifically exempted.  

2. Construction, lease, or purchase of school buildings must comply with State law and Board policy 
4:150, Facility Management and Building Programs. 

3. Guaranteed energy savings must comply with 105 ILCS 5/19b-1 et seq. 
4. Third party non-instructional services must comply with 105 ILCS 5/10-22.34c.  
5. Goods and services that are intended to generate revenue and other remunerations for the District 

in excess of $1,000, including without limitation vending machine contracts, sports and other 
attire, class rings, and photographic services, must comply with 105 ILCS 5/10-20.21(b-5). The 
Superintendent or designee shall keep a record of: (1) each vendor, product, or service provided, 
(2) the actual net revenue and non-monetary remuneration from each contract or agreement, and 
(3) how the revenue was used and to whom the non-monetary remuneration was distributed. The 
Superintendent or designee shall report this information to the Board by completing the necessary 
forms that must be attached to the District’s annual budget.  

6. Any contract to purchase food with a bidder or offeror must comply with 105 ILCS 5/10-20.21(b-
10).  

7. The purchase of paper and paper products must comply with 105 ILCS 5/10-20.19c and Board 
policy 4:70, Resource Conservation.  

8. Each contractor with the District is bound by each of the following: 
a. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/10-21.9(f): (1) prohibit any of its employees who is or 

was found guilty of a criminal offense listed in 105 ILCS 5/10-21.9(c) and 5/21B-80(c) to 
have direct, daily contact at a District school or school-related activity with one or more 
student(s); (2) prohibit any of the contractor’s employees from having direct, daily 
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contact with one or more students if the employee was found guilty of any offense in 
5/21B-80(b) (certain drug offenses) until seven years following the end of the employee’s 
sentence for the criminal offense; and (3) require each of its employees who will have 
direct, daily contact with student(s) to cooperate during the District’s fingerprint-based 
criminal history records check on him or her.  

b. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/22-94: (1) prohibit any of its employees from having 
direct contact with children or students if the contractor has not performed a sexual 
misconduct related employment history review (EHR) of the employee or if the District 
objects to the employee’s assignment based on the employee’s involvement in an 
instance of sexual misconduct as provided in 105 ILCS 5/22-94(j)(3), which the 
contractor is required to disclose; (2) discipline, up to and including termination or denial 
of employment, any employee who provides false information or willfully fails to 
disclose information required by the EHR; (3) maintain all records of EHRs and provide 
the District access to such records upon request; and (4) refrain from entering into any 
agreements prohibited by 105 ILCS 5/22-94(g).  

c. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/24-5: (1) concerning each new employee of a contractor 
that provides services to students or in schools, provide the District with evidence of 
physical fitness to perform the duties assigned and freedom from communicable disease; 
and (2) require any new or existing employee who provides services to students or in 
schools to complete additional health examinations as required by the District and be 
subject to additional health examinations, including tuberculosis screening, as required by 
the Ill. Dept. of Public Health rules or order of a local health official.  

9. Any pavement engineering project using a coal tar-based sealant product or high polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbon sealant product for pavement engineering-related use must comply with the 
Coal Tar Sealant Disclosure Act.  

10. Purchases made with federal or State awards must comply with 2 C.F.R. Part 200 and 30 ILCS 
708/, as applicable, and any terms of the award.  

The Superintendent or designee shall: (1) execute the reporting and website posting mandates in State law 
concerning District contracts, and (2) monitor the discharge of contracts, contractors’ performances, and 
the quality and value of services or products being provided.  

LEGAL REF.: 2 C.F.R. Part 200. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.19c, 5/10-20.21, 5/10-21.9, 5/10-22.34c, 5/19b-1 et seq., 5/22-94, 

and 5/24-5. 
30 ILCS 708/, Grant Accountability and Transparency Act. 
410 ILCS 170/, Coal Tar Sealant Disclosure Act. 
820 ILCS 130/, Prevailing Wage Act. 

CROSS REF.: 2:100 (Board Member Conflict of Interest), 4:70 (Resource Conservation), 4:150 
(Facility Management and Building Programs), 4:175 (Convicted Child Sex 
Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child Reporting) 

 
ADOPTED:  January 26, 2005 

REVISED:     May 18, 2022 
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Operational Services 
Insurance Management  

The Superintendent shall recommend and maintain all insurance programs that provide the broadest 
and most complete coverage available at the most economical cost, consistent with sound insurance 
principles. 
The insurance program shall include each of the following:  

1. Liability coverage to insure against any loss or liability of the School District and the listed 
individuals against civil rights damage claims and suits, constitutional rights damage claims 
and suits, and death and bodily injury and property damage claims and suits, including 
defense costs, when damages are sought for negligent or wrongful acts allegedly committed 
in the scope of employment or under the Board’s direction or related to any mentoring 
services provided to the District’s licensed staff members; School Board members; 
employees; volunteer personnel authorized by 105 ILCS 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, and 5/10-
22.34b; mentors of licensed staff members authorized in 105 ILCS 5/21A-5 et seq. (new 
teacher), 105 ILCS 5/2-3.53a (new principal), and 2-3.53b (new superintendents); and student 
teachers.  

2. Catastrophic accident insurance at the mandated benefit level for student athletes in grades 9 
through 12 who sustain an accidental injury while participating in school-sponsored or 
school-supervised interscholastic athletic events sanctioned by the Ill. High School 
Association that results in medical expenses in excess of $50,000.  

3. Comprehensive property insurance covering a broad range of causes of loss involving 
building and personal property. The coverage amount shall normally be for the replacement 
cost or the insurable value. 

4. Workers’ Compensation to protect individual employees against financial loss in case of a 
work-related injury, certain types of disease, or death incurred in an employee-related 
situation. 

Student Insurance  

The Board shall annually designate a company to offer student accident insurance coverage. The 
Board does not endorse the plan nor recommend that parents/guardians secure the coverage, and any 
contract is between the parents/guardians and the company. 

LEGAL REF.: Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act, Pub. L. 99-272, §10001, 26 
U.S.C. §4980B(f), 42 U.S.C. §300bb-1 et seq. 

105 ILCS 5/2-3.53a, 5/2-3.53b, 5/10-20.20, 5/10-22.3, 5/10-22.3a, 5/10-22.3b, 
5/10-22.3f, 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34a, 5/10-22.34b, 5/21A-5 et seq., and 5/22-
15. 

215 ILCS 5/, Ill. Insurance Code. 
750 ILCS 75/, Ill. Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act. 
820 ILCS 305/, Workers’ Compensation Act. 

CROSS REF.: 7:300 (Extracurricular Athletics) 
 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
REVISED:  January 13, 2010 
                        December 12, 2012 
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  August 27, 2014 
  July 17, 2019 
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General Personnel 
Hiring Process and Criteria  
The District hires the most qualified personnel consistent with budget and staffing requirements 
and in compliance with School Board policy on equal employment opportunity and minority 
recruitment. The Superintendent is responsible for recruiting personnel and making hiring 
recommendations to the Board. If the Superintendent’s recommendation is rejected, the 
Superintendent must submit another. No individual will be employed who has been convicted of 
a criminal offense listed in 105 ILCS 5/21B-80(c).  
All applicants must complete a District application in order to be considered for employment.  

Job Descriptions 
The Board maintains the Superintendent’s job description and directs, through policy, the 
Superintendent, in his or her charge of the District’s administration.  
The Superintendent shall develop and maintain a current comprehensive job description for each 
position or job category; however, a provision in a collective bargaining agreement or individual 
contract will control in the event of a conflict.  

Investigations 
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that a fingerprint-based criminal history records 
check and a check of the Statewide Sex Offender Database and Violent Offender Against Youth 
Database is performed on each applicant as required by State law. When the applicant is a 
successful superintendent candidate who has been offered employment by the Board, the Board 
President shall ensure that these checks are completed. The Superintendent or designee, or if the 
applicant is a successful superintendent candidate, then the Board President shall notify an 
applicant if the applicant is identified in either database. The School Code requires the Board 
President to keep a conviction record confidential and share it only with the Superintendent, 
Regional Superintendent, State Superintendent, State Educator Preparation and Licensure Board, 
any other person necessary to the hiring decision, the Ill. State Police and/or Statewide Sex 
Offender Database for purposes of clarifying the information, and/or the Teachers’ Retirement 
System of the State of Illinois when required by law. The Board reserves its right to authorize 
additional background inquiries beyond a fingerprint-based criminal history records check when 
it deems it appropriate to do so, in accordance with applicable laws. 
Each newly hired employee must complete a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Form as 
required by federal law.  
The District retains the right to discharge any employee whose criminal background investigation 
reveals a conviction for committing or attempting to commit any of the offenses outlined in 105 
ILCS 5/21B-80 or who falsifies, or omits facts from, his or her employment application or other 
employment documents. If an indicated finding of abuse or neglect of a child has been issued by 
the Ill. Department of Children and Family Services or by a child welfare agency of another 
jurisdiction for any applicant for student teaching, applicant for employment, or any District 
employee, then the Board must consider that person’s status as a condition of employment.  
The Superintendent shall ensure that the District does not engage in any investigation or inquiry 
prohibited by law and complies with each of the following:  
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The District uses an applicant’s credit history or report from a consumer reporting agency only 
when a satisfactory credit history is an established bona fide occupational requirement of a 
particular position. 
The District does not screen applicants based on their current or prior wages or salary histories, 
including benefits or other compensation, by requiring that the wage or salary history satisfy 
minimum or maximum criteria.  
The District does not request or require a wage or salary history as a condition of being 
considered for employment, being interviewed, continuing to be considered for an offer of 
employment, an offer of employment, or an offer of compensation.  
The District does not request or require an applicant to disclose wage or salary history as a 
condition of employment.  
The District does not ask an applicant or applicant’s current or previous employers about wage or 
salary history, including benefits or other compensation.  
The District does not ask an applicant or applicant’s previous employers about claim(s) made or 
benefit(s) received under the Workers’ Compensation Act.  
The District does not request of an applicant or employee access in any manner to his or her 
personal online account, such as social networking websites, including a request for passwords to 
such accounts.  
The District provides equal employment opportunities to all persons. See policy 5:10, Equal 
Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment. 

Sexual Misconduct Related Employment History Review (EHR)  
Prior to hiring an applicant for a position involving direct contact with children or students, the 
Superintendent shall ensure that an EHR is performed as required by State law. When the 
applicant is a superintendent candidate, the Board President shall ensure that the EHR is initiated 
before a successful superintendent candidate is offered employment by the Board. 

Physical Examinations  
Each new employee must furnish evidence of physical fitness to perform assigned duties and 
freedom from communicable disease. The physical fitness examination must be performed by a 
physician licensed in Illinois, or any other state, to practice medicine and surgery in any of its 
branches, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, or a licensed physician assistant who has 
been delegated the authority by his or her supervising physician to perform health examinations. 
The employee must have the physical examination performed no more than 90 days before 
submitting evidence of it to the District. 
Any employee may be required to have an additional examination by a physician who is licensed 
in Illinois to practice medicine and surgery in all its branches, a licensed advanced practice 
registered nurse, or a licensed physician assistant who has been delegated the authority by his or 
her supervising physician to perform health examinations, if the examination is job-related and 
consistent with business necessity. The Board will pay the expenses of any such examination. 

Orientation Program 
The District’s staff will provide an orientation program for new employees to acquaint them with 
the District’s policies and procedures, the school’s rules and regulations, and the responsibilities 
of their position. Before beginning employment, each employee must sign the Acknowledgement 
of Mandated Reporter Status form as provided in policy 5:90, Abused and Neglected Child 
Reporting. 
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LEGAL REF.: 42 U.S.C. §12112, Americans with Disabilities Act; 29 C.F.R. Part 1630. 
15 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., Fair Credit Reporting Act. 
8 U.S.C. §1324a et seq., Immigration Reform and Control Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-16.7, 5/10-20.7, 5/10-21.4, 5/10-21.9, 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34b, 

5/21B-10, 5/21B-80, 5/21B-85, 5/22-6.5, 5/22-94, and 5/24-5. 
20 ILCS 2630/3.3, Criminal Identification Act. 
820 ILCS 55/, Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act. 
820 ILCS 70/, Employee Credit Privacy Act. 
Duldulao v. St. Mary of Nazareth Hospital, 136 Ill. App. 3d 763 (1st Dist. 

1985), aff’d in part and remanded 115 Ill.2d 482 (Ill. 1987). 
Kaiser v. Dixon, 127 Ill. App. 3d 251 (2nd Dist. 1984). 
Molitor v. Chicago Title & Trust Co., 325 Ill. App. 124 (1st Dist. 1945). 

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 3:50 (Administrative Personnel Other 
Than the Superintendent), 4:60 (Purchases and Contracts), 4:175 (Convicted 
Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:10 (Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Minority Recruitment), 5:40 (Communicable and Chronic 
Infectious Disease), 5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child Reporting), 5:120 
(Employee Ethics; Code of Professional Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 
5:125 (Personal Technology and Social Media; Usage and Conduct), 5:220 
(Substitute Teachers), 5:280 (Duties and Qualifications) 

 
 
 
ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
 
 
REVISED: May 18, 2022 
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:90 
 

General Personnel 
Abused and Neglected Child Reporting  
Any District employee who suspects or receives knowledge that a student may be an abused or 
neglected child or, for a student aged 18 through 22, an abused or neglected individual with a 
disability, shall: (1) immediately report or cause a report to be made to the Ill. Dept. of Children 
and Family Services (DCFS) on its Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-25-ABUSE (1-800-252-
2873)(within Illinois); 1-217-524-2606 (outside of Illinois); or 1-800-358-5117 (TTY), and (2) 
follow directions given by DCFS concerning filing a written report within 48 hours with the 
nearest DCFS field office. Any District employee who believes a student is in immediate danger 
of harm, shall first call 911. The employee shall also promptly notify the Superintendent or 
Building Principal that a report has been made. The Superintendent or Building Principal shall 
immediately coordinate any necessary notifications to the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) with 
DCFS, the applicable school resource officer (SRO), and/or local law enforcement. Negligent 
failure to report occurs when a District employee personally observes an instance of suspected 
child abuse or neglect and reasonably believes, in his or her professional or official capacity, that 
the instance constitutes an act of child abuse or neglect under the Abused and Neglected Child 
Reporting Act (ANCRA) and he or she, without willful intent, fails to immediately report or 
cause a report to be made of the suspected abuse or neglect to DCFS.  
Any District employee who discovers child pornography on electronic and information 
technology equipment shall immediately report it to local law enforcement, the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children’s CyberTipline 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678) or 
online at www.report.cybertip.org or www.missingkids.org. The Superintendent or Building 
Principal shall also be promptly notified of the discovery and that a report has been made.  
Any District employee who observes any act of hazing that does bodily harm to a student must 
report that act to the Building Principal, Superintendent, or designee who will investigate and take 
appropriate action. If the hazing results in death or great bodily harm, the employee must first 
make the report to law enforcement and then to the Superintendent or Building Principal. Hazing 
is defined as any intentional, knowing, or reckless act directed to or required of a student for the 
purpose of being initiated into, affiliating with, holding office in, or maintaining membership in 
any group, organization, club, or athletic team whose members are or include other students.  

Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act (ANCRA), School Code, and Erin’s Law Training 
The Superintendent or designee shall provide staff development opportunities for District 
employees in the detection, reporting, and prevention of child abuse and neglect.  
All District employees shall: 

1. Before beginning employment, sign the Acknowledgement of Mandated Reporter Status 
form provided by DCFS. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that the signed 
forms are retained. 

2. Complete mandated reporter training as required by law within three months of initial 
employment and at least every three years after that date.  

3. Complete an annual evidence-informed training related to child sexual abuse, grooming 
behaviors (including sexual misconduct as defined in Faith’s Law), and boundary 
violations as required by law and policy 5:100, Staff Development Program. 

Alleged Incidents of Sexual Abuse; Investigations  
An alleged incident of sexual abuse is an incident of sexual abuse of a child, as defined in 720 
ILCS 5/11-9.1A, that is alleged to have been perpetrated by school personnel, including a school 

https://report.cybertip.org/
http://www.missingkids.org/
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vendor or volunteer, that occurred: on school grounds during a school activity; or outside of 
school grounds or not during a school activity.  
If a District employee reports an alleged incident of sexual abuse to DCFS and DCFS accepts the 
report for investigation, DCFS will refer the matter to the local Children’s Advocacy Center 
(CAC). The Superintendent or designee will implement procedures to coordinate with the CAC.  
DCFS and/or the appropriate law enforcement agency will inform the District when its 
investigation is complete or has been suspended, as well as the outcome of its investigation. The 
existence of a DCFS and/or law enforcement investigation will not preclude the District from 
conducting its own parallel investigation into the alleged incident of sexual abuse in accordance 
with policy 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited. 

Special Superintendent Responsibilities 
The Superintendent shall execute the requirements in Board policy 5:150, Personnel Records, 
whenever another school district requests a reference concerning an applicant who is or was a 
District employee and was the subject of a report made by a District employee to DCFS.  
When the Superintendent has reasonable cause to believe that a license holder (1) committed an 
intentional act of abuse or neglect with the result of making a child an abused child or a neglected 
child under ANCRA or an act of sexual misconduct under Faith’s Law, and (2) that act resulted in 
the license holder’s dismissal or resignation from the District, the Superintendent shall notify the 
State Superintendent and the Regional Superintendent in writing, providing the Ill. Educator 
Identification Number as well as a brief description of the misconduct alleged. The 
Superintendent must make the report within 30 days of the dismissal or resignation and mail a 
copy of the notification to the license holder.  
The Superintendent shall develop procedures for notifying a student’s parents/guardians when a 
District employee, contractor, or agent is alleged to have engaged in sexual misconduct with the 
student as defined in Faith’s Law. The Superintendent shall also develop procedures for notifying 
the student's parents/guardians when the Board takes action relating to the employment of the 
employee, contractor, or agent following the investigation of sexual misconduct. Notification 
shall not occur when the employee, contractor, or agent alleged to have engaged in sexual 
misconduct is the student’s parent/guardian, and/or when the student is at least 18 years of age or 
emancipated.  
The Superintendent shall execute the recordkeeping requirements of Faith’s Law.  

Special School Board Member Responsibilities 
Each individual Board member must, if an allegation is raised to the member during an open or 
closed Board meeting that a student is an abused child as defined in ANCRA, direct or cause the 
Board to direct the Superintendent or other equivalent school administrator to comply with 
ANCRA’s requirements concerning the reporting of child abuse.  
If the Board determines that any District employee, other than an employee licensed under 105 
ILCS 5/21B, has willfully or negligently failed to report an instance of suspected child abuse or 
neglect as required by ANCRA, the Board may dismiss that employee immediately.  
When the Board learns that a licensed teacher was convicted of any felony, it must promptly 
report it to the State agencies listed in policy 2:20, Powers and Duties of the School Board; 
Indemnification.  
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LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §7926, Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-21.9, 5/10-23.13, 5/21B-85, 5/22-85.5, and 5/22-85.10. 
20 ILCS 1305/1-1 et seq., Department of Human Services Act. 
325 ILCS 5/, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. 
720 ILCS 5/12C-50.1, Criminal Code of 2012. 

CROSS REF.: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the School Board; Indemnification), 3:40 
(Superintendent), 3:50 (Administrative Personnel Other Than the 
Superintendent), 3:60 (Administrative Responsibility of the Building 
Principal), 4:60 (Purchases and Contracts), 4:165 (Awareness and Prevention 
of Child Sexual Abuse and Grooming Behaviors), 5:20 (Workplace 
Harassment Prohibited), 5:30 (Hiring Process and Criteria), 5:100 (Staff 
Development Program), 5:120 (Employee Ethics; Code of Professional 
Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 5:150 (Personnel Records), 5:200 (Terms 
and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal), 5:290 (Employment 
Termination and Suspensions), 6:120 (Education of Children with 
Disabilities), 6:250 (Community Resource Persons and Volunteers), 7:20 
(Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:150 (Agency and Police Interviews) 

ADOPTED:  January 26, 2005 
 
REVISED:    March 18, 2022 
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:125 
 

General Personnel 

Personal Technology and Social Media; Usage and Conduct 1 

Definitions 

Includes - Means "includes without limitation" or "includes, but is not limited to." 

Social media - Media for social interaction, using highly accessible communication techniques through the use 
of web-based and mobile technologies to turn communication into interactive dialogue. This includes, but not 
limited to, services such as Facebook, Linkedln, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and YOUTUBE. 

Personal technology - Any device that is not owned or leased by the District or otherwise authorized for 
District use and: (1) transmits sounds, images, text, messages, videos, or electronic information, (2) 
electronically records, plays, or stores information, or (3) accesses the Internet, or private communication or 
information networks. 4  

Usage and Conduct 

All District employees who use personal technology and social media shall: 6 
1. Take great care in any online interactions with students to maintain professional 

standards of conduct. Appropriate discretion and professionalism should always be 
exercised with all online communications and postings (friends, colleagues, parents, 
former students, etc.) since their behavior on social networks may not be private. In that 
people can draw conclusions, however erroneous, based on online activities which may 
affect their perceptions of a staff member's professionalism, and given the open nature of 
the internet and social networks in particular, district personnel should use social 
networks as if none of their content is private, including photos and videos. 
 
Exercise care in setting appropriate boundaries between their personal and public online 
behavior. It is important that the District employees personal use of social media and 
networking sites as well as personal websites and blogs does not damage the District's 
reputation, its employees, or its students, or its families. 
 

2. Avoid improper fraternization with students using Facebook and similar internet sites or 
social networks, or via cell phone, texting, or telephone or any other online conduct 
which reflects poorly upon District personnel or the District itself. Failure to do so shall 
be grounds for disciplinary review or action. 

 
3. When using a social media site, not include current students as "friends", "followers", or 

any other similar terminology used by various sites. If an employee has a community that 
extends to persons who are parents, alums, or other members of the community, she/he 
must exercise proper judgment about any content that they share on the site. Additionally, 
all District employees shall adhere to the District's guidelines and policies in regards to 
harassment, student relationships, conduct, professional communication, and 
confidentiality. 

4. Not disclose any confidential information of the School or confidential information    
obtained during the course of his/her employment, about any individuals or 
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organizations, including students and/or their families. 
 

5. Shall always utilize District or District approved technologies/networks when 
communicating with students. 

 
6. Notwithstanding the above, no employee shall make direct contact with a student using 

an employee’s personal device, nor shall any employee give a student his/her personal 
telephone number. Employees shall use the Remind app only or similar communication 
tool. 

The footnotes are not intended to be part of the adopted policy; they should be removed before the policy is adopted. 
1 This policy is optional. Consult the board attorney because personal technology and social media involve an unprecedented area of 

the law. Public employees' First Amendment rights involve an unsettled area of the law. Personal technology and social media platforms 
change continually. Therefore, instead of prohibiting specific actions, this sample policy focuses on what will not change - maintaining 
appropriate behavior as outlined in 5:120, Ethics and Conduct, the 1ll. Educators' Code of Ethics at 23 Ill.Admin.Code §22.20, and 105 
ILCS 5/21-23, amended by P.A. 97-8 (allows suspensions or revocations of certificates for immorality and unprofessional conduct, among 
other things). Immoral has been defined by one court to mean "shameless conduct showing moral indifference to the opinions of the good 
and respectable members of the community," (see Ahmad v. Board of Education of City of Chicago, 847 N.E.2d 810, 819 (1st Dist. 2006). 

Consult the board attorney when a board wants to prohibit more specific actions and/or specific speech, e.g., friending students on 
Facebook or similar social media, tweeting or otherwise communicating with students on Twitter or similar social media sites, and text 
messaging or emailing students. See also the discussion in f/n 6 below. 

This policy also contains an item on which collective bargaining may be required. Any policy that impacts upon wages, hours, and 
terms and conditions of employment, is subject to collective bargaining upon request by the employee representative, even if the policy 
involves an inherent managerial right. When a policy's subject matter is superseded by a bargaining agreement, the board policy can state, 
"Please refer to the current [insert name of CBA]." 

4 Personal technology is not yet defined. It is the title of a weekly column in The Wall Street Journal. The column was created and is 
authored by Walt Mossberg, who frequently directs readers to his review of new technologies on a website titled All Things Digital at 
allthingsd.com. Many of the reviewed devices operate as described in this sample definition. 

5 Optional. 
6 The following list is optional and may contain items on which collective bargaining may be required (see f/n 1). To ensure that the 

listed expectations match local conditions, boards may want to initiate a conversation with the superintendent about these expectations. 
Expectations will be most effective when they reflect local conditions and circumstances. This conversation provides an additional 
opportunity for the board and superintendent to examine all current policies, collective bargaining agreements, and administrative 
procedures applicable to this subject (see f/n 2 of policy 5:120, Ethics and Conduct, for more discussion about how to initiate this 
conversation). Employee conduct issues may be subjects of mandatory collective bargaining, therefore consulting the board attorney should 
be a part of this process. After discussing these issues, the board may have further expectations and may choose to reflect those expectations 
here. 
 
The Superintendent shall: 12 

1. Inform District employees about this policy during the in-service on educator ethics, teacher-
student conduct, and school employee-student conduct required by Board policy 5:120, 
Ethics and Conduct. 

2. Direct Building Principals to annually: 
 
a. Provide their building staff with a copy of this policy. 
b. Inform their building staff about the importance of maintaining high standards in their school 
relationships.  (parents, students, etc.). 
c. Remind their building staff that those who violate this policy will be subject to remedial and any 
other appropriate disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. 
3. Build awareness of this policy with students, parents, and the community. 
4. Ensure that no one for the District, or on its behalf, request of an employee or applicant access in 
any manner to his or her social networking website or request passwords to such sites. 
 

http://allthingsd.com/
http://allthingsd.com/
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5. Periodically review this policy and any procedures with District employee representatives and 
electronic network system administrator(s) and present proposed changes to the Board. 
 
The Coaches shall: 

1. When communicating with team members via the internet or other form of technology, shall 
send such communications to all team members, except for messages concerning medical or 
academic privacy matters, in which case the messages will be copied to the athletic director, 
and in the case of sponsors, rather to the School Principal. 

In addition to the above, the staff guidelines in this policy shall also pertain to all 
coaches/sponsors. 

 
12 105 ILCS 5/10-16.7. The school board directs, through policy, the superintendent in his or her charge of the district's administration. 
One logical method for a board to address the issue of district employees' use of personal technology and social media is to include its 
expectations during its in-service trainings required by 105 ILCS 5/10-22.39. Many experts in social media risk management advocate 
training employees about the expectations concerning social media usage. For boards that do not want to include this as a part of the in-
service, delete the phrase "during the in-service on educator ethics, teacher-student conduct, and school employee-student conduct required 
by Board policy 5:120, Ethics and Conduct." 

Public employee First Amendment issues involve the balance between the importance of the speech and the district's interest in 
maintaining order and effective school operations. The First Amendment "does not entitle primary and secondary teachers, when 
conducting the education of captive audiences, to cover topics, or advocate viewpoints, that depart from the curriculum adopted by the 
school system." See Mayer v. Monroe County Community School Corp., 474 F.3d 477 (7th Cir. 2007). Nor is the First Amendment likely to 
entitle a teacher to protection for purely personal speech that does not touch on a matter of public concern. See Pickering v. High School 
Dist. 205, 391 U.S. 563 (1968). However, when public employees speak as private citizens on their own time about matters of public 
concern, they may face only those speech restrictions that are necessary for their employers to operate efficiently and effectively (Garcetti v. 
Ceballos, 547 U.S. 410 (2006). 
 
ADOPTED:   September 28, 2011 
 
REVISED:   May 18, 2022 
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Summit Hill District 161 5:150 
 

General Personnel 
Personnel Records  
Please refer to the current “Agreement between the Board of Education of District 161, Will 
County, and Summit Hill Council, American Federation of Teachers’ Local 604, AFT/IFT, 
AFL-CIO.” 
 

Personnel Records  
Maintenance and Access to Records 
The Superintendent or designee shall manage the maintenance of personnel records in accordance 
with State and federal law and School Board policy. Records, as determined by the 
Superintendent, are retained for all employment applicants, employees, and former employees 
given the need for the District to document employment-related decisions, evaluate program and 
staff effectiveness, and comply with government recordkeeping and reporting requirements. 
Personnel records shall be maintained in the District’s administrative office, under the 
Superintendent’s direct supervision. 
Access to personnel records is available as follows: 

1. An employee will be given access to his or her personnel records according to State law 
and guidelines developed by the Superintendent.  

2. An employee’s supervisor or other management employee who has an employment or 
business-related reason to inspect the record is authorized to have access. 

3. Anyone having the respective employee’s written consent may have access. 
4. Access will be granted to anyone authorized by State or federal law to have access. 
5. All other requests for access to personnel information are governed by Board policy 

2:250, Access to District Public Records.  

Prospective Employer Inquiries Concerning a Current or Former Employee’s Job Performance 
The Superintendent or designee shall manage a process for responding to inquiries by a 
prospective employer concerning a current or former employee’s job performance. The 
Superintendent shall:  

1. Execute the requirements in the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act whenever 
another school district asks for a reference concerning an applicant who is or was a 
District employee and was the subject of a report made by a District employee to Ill. 
Dept. of Children and Family Services (DCFS); and 

2. Comply with the federal law prohibiting the District from providing a recommendation of 
employment for an employee, contractor, or agent that District knows, or has probable 
cause to believe, has engaged in sexual misconduct with a student or minor in violation of 
the law, but the Superintendent or designee may follow routine procedures regarding the 
transmission of administrative or personnel files for that employee. 

3. Manage the District's responses to employer requests for sexual misconduct related 
employment history review (EHR) information in accordance with Faith’s Law.  

When requested for information about an employee by an entity other than a prospective 
employer, the District will only confirm position and employment dates unless the employee has 
submitted a written request to the Superintendent or designee. 
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LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §7926. 
105 ILCS 5/22-94. 
325 ILCS 5/4, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. 
745 ILCS 46/10, Employment Record Disclosure Act. 
820 ILCS 40/, Personnel Record Review Act. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.660. 

CROSS REF.: 2:250 (Access to District Public Records), 5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child 
Reporting), 7:340 (Student Records) 

 
ADOPTED:  January 26, 2005 
 
REVISED:  October 25, 2006 

May 18, 2022 
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:170 
 

General Personnel 
Copyright  
Works Made for Hire  
The Superintendent shall manage the development of instructional materials and computer programs 
by employees during the scope of their employment in accordance with State and federal laws and 
School Board policies. Whenever an employee is assigned to develop instructional materials and/or 
computer programs, or otherwise performs such work within the scope of his or her employment, it is 
assured the District shall be the owner of the copyright. 

Copyright Compliance 
While staff members may use appropriate supplementary materials, it is each staff member’s 
responsibility to abide by the District’s copyright compliance procedures and to obey the copyright 
laws. The District is not responsible for any violations of the copyright laws by its staff or students. A 
staff member should contact the Superintendent or designee whenever the staff member is uncertain 
about whether using or copying material complies with the District’s procedures or is permissible 
under the law, or wants assistance on when and how to obtain proper authorization. No staff member 
shall, without first obtaining the permission of the Superintendent or designee, install or download 
any program on a District-owned computer. At no time shall it be necessary for a District staff 
member to violate copyright laws in order to properly perform his or her duties. 

Copyright Infringement; Designation of District Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) Agent  
The employee listed below receives complaints about copyright infringement within the use of the 
District’s online services. The Superintendent or designee will register this information with the 
federal Copyright Office as required by federal law. 
District DMCA Agent: 

John Snipes  
Name 
20100 S. Spruce Dr. Frankfort, Il 60423 

 

Address 
jsnipes@summithill.org 

 

Email 
815.469.9103  
Telephone 
 

 

LEGAL REF.: Federal Copyright Law of 1976, 17 U.S.C. §101 et seq. 
105 ILCS 5/10-23.10. 

CROSS REF.: 6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks) 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
REVISED: October 25, 2006 
 September 28, 2011 
 December 9, 2015 
 May 9, 2018 
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:230 
 

Professional Personnel 
Maintaining Student Discipline  
Maintaining an orderly learning environment is an essential part of each teacher’s instructional 
responsibilities. A teacher’s ability to foster appropriate student behavior is an important factor in the 
teacher’s educational effectiveness. The Superintendent shall ensure that all teachers, other 
certificated [licensed] educational employees (except for individuals employed as paraprofessional 
educators), and persons providing a student’s related service(s): (1) maintain discipline in the schools 
as required in the School Code, and (2) follow the School Board policies and administrative 
procedures on student conduct, behavior, and discipline. 
When a student’s behavior is unacceptable, the teacher should first discuss the matter with the 
student, if appropriate. If the unacceptable behavior continues, the teacher should consult with the 
Building Principal and/or discuss the problem with the parent(s)/guardian(s). A teacher may remove 
any student from the learning setting whose behavior interferes with the lessons or participation of 
fellow students. A student’s removal must be in accordance with Board policy and administrative 
procedures. 
Teachers shall not use disciplinary methods that may be damaging to students, such as ridicule, 
sarcasm, or excessive temper displays. Corporal punishment (including slapping, paddling, or 
prolonged maintenance of a student in physically painful positions, and intentional infliction of bodily 
harm) may not be used. Teachers may use reasonable force as needed to keep students, school 
personnel, and others safe, or for self-defense or defense of property.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/24-24. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.280. 

CROSS REF.: 2:150 (Committees), 7:190 (Student Behavior), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students 
with Disabilities) 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 

 
REVISED: April 26, 2017 
 January 23, 2019 
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Summit Hill School District 161 5:260 
 

Professional Personnel 
Student Teachers  
The Superintendent is authorized to accept students from university-approved teacher-training 
programs to do student teaching in the District. No individual who has been convicted of a criminal 
offense that would subject him or her to license suspension or revocation pursuant to Section 5/21B-
80 of the School Code or who has been found to be the perpetrator of sexual or physical abuse of a 
minor under 18 years of age pursuant to proceedings under Article II of the Juvenile Court Act of 
1987 is permitted to student teach. 
Before permitting an individual to student teach or begin a required internship in the District, the 
Superintendent or designee shall ensure that:  

1. The District performed a 105 ILCS 5/10-21.9(g) Check as described below; and 
2. The individual furnished evidence of physical fitness to perform assigned duties and freedom 

from communicable disease pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/24-5.  
A 105 ILCS 5/10-21.9(g) Check shall include: 

1. Fingerprint-based checks through (a) the Illinois State Police (ISP) for criminal history 
records information (CHRI) pursuant to the Uniform Conviction Information Act (20 ILCS 
2635/1), and (b) the FBI national crime information databases pursuant to the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act (P.L. 109-248); 

2. A check of the Illinois Sex Offender Registry (see the Sex Offender Community Notification 
Law (730 ILCS 152/101 et seq.); and 

3. A check of the Illinois Murderer and Violent Offender Against Youth Registry (Murderer and 
Violent Offender Against Youth Registration Act (730 ILCS 154/75-105). 

The School Code requires each individual student teaching or beginning a required internship to 
provide the District with written authorization for, and pay the costs of, his or her 105 ILCS 5/10-
21.9(g) check (including any applicable vendor’s fees). Upon receipt of this authorization and 
payment, the Superintendent or designee will submit the student teacher’s name, sex, race, date of 
birth, social security number, fingerprint images, and other identifiers, as prescribed by the Ill. State 
Police (ISP), to the ISP. The Superintendent or designee will provide each student teacher with a copy 
of his or her report.  

Assignment 
The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for coordinating placements of all student 
teachers within the District. Student teachers should be assigned to supervising teachers whose 
qualifications are acceptable to the District and the students’ respective colleges or universities. 

LEGAL REF.: 34 U.S.C. §20901 et seq., Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act, P.L. 109-
248. 

20 ILCS 2635/1, Uniform Conviction Information Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-21.9, 5/10-22.34, and 5/24-5. 

CROSS REF.: 4:175 (Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:190 (Teacher 
Qualifications) 

 
 
ADOPTED: May 11, 2005 
REVISED: May 18, 2022 
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Summit Hill School District 161 6:10 
 

Instruction 
Educational Philosophy and Objectives  
The District’s educational program will seek to provide an opportunity for each student to 
develop to his or her maximum potential. The objectives for the educational program are to: 

1. Foster students’ self-discovery, self-awareness, and self-discipline. 
2. Develop students’ awareness of and appreciation for cultural diversity. 
3. Stimulate students’ intellectual curiosity and growth. 
4. Provide students with fundamental career concepts and skills. 
5. Help students develop sensitivity to the needs and values of others and a respect for 

individual and group differences. 
6. Help each student strive for excellence and instill a desire to reach the limit of his or her 

potential. 
7. Encourage students to become lifelong learners. 
8. Provide an educational climate and culture free of bias concerning the protected 

classifications identified in policy 7:10, Equal Educational Opportunities. 
In order for the Board to monitor whether the educational program is attaining these objectives 
and to be knowledgeable of current and future resource needs, the Superintendent shall prepare an 
annual report that includes: 

1. A review and evaluation of the present curriculum. 
2. A projection of curriculum and resource needs. 
3. An evaluation of, and plan to eliminate, any bias in the curriculum or instructional 

materials and methods concerning the classifications referred to in item 8, above. 
4. Any plan for new or revised instructional program implementation. 
5. A review of present and future facility needs. 

CROSS REF: 1:30 (School District Philosophy), 3:10 (Goals and Objectives), 6:15 (School 
Accountability), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities) 

 

ADOPTED:   January 26, 2005 

 
REVISED:     January 14, 2009 
                       November 13, 2013 
                       February 12, 2014 
 August 8, 2018 
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Instruction 
Accelerated Placement Program  
The District provides an Accelerated Placement Program (APP). The APP advances the District’s 
goal of providing educational programs with opportunities for each student to develop to his or 
her maximum potential. The APP provides an educational setting with curriculum options usually 
reserved for students who are older or in higher grades than the student participating in the APP. 
APP options include, but may not be limited to: (a) accelerating a student in a single subject; (b) 
other grade-level acceleration; and (c) early entrance to kindergarten or first grade. Participation 
in the APP is open to all students who demonstrate high ability and who may benefit from 
accelerated placement. It is not limited to students who have been identified as gifted and 
talented. Eligibility to participate in the District’s APP shall not be conditioned upon the 
protected classifications identified in School Board policy 7:10, Equal Educational 
Opportunities, or any factor other than the student’s identification as an accelerated learner.  
The Superintendent or designee shall implement an APP that includes: 

1. Decision-making processes that are fair, equitable, and involve multiple individuals, e.g. 
District administrators, teachers, and school support personnel, and a student’s 
parent(s)/guardian(s);  

2. Notification processes that notify a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) of a decision affecting 
a student’s participation in the APP;  

3. Assessment processes that include multiple valid, reliable indicators; and  
4. The automatic enrollment, in the following school term, of a student into the next most 

rigorous level of advanced coursework offered by the high school if the student meets or 
exceeds State standards in English language arts, mathematics, or science on a State 
assessment administered under 105 ILCS 5/2-3.64a-5, as follows:  

a. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in English language arts shall be 
automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework 
in English, social studies, humanities, or related subjects. 

b. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in mathematics shall be 
automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework 
in mathematics. 

c. A student who meets or exceeds State standards in science shall be automatically 
enrolled into the next most rigorous level of advanced coursework in science. 

The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify the community, parent(s)/guardian(s), 
students, and school personnel about the APP, the process for referring a student for possible 
evaluation for accelerated placement, and the methods used to determine whether a student is 
eligible for accelerated placement, including strategies to reach groups of students and families 
who have been historically underrepresented in accelerated placement programs and advanced 
coursework. Notification may: (a) include varied communication methods, such as student 
handbooks and District or school websites; and (b) be provided in multiple languages, as 
appropriate.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/14A. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code Part 227, Gifted Education. 

CROSS REF.: 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives), 6:130 (Program for the 
Gifted), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:50 (School Admissions 
and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools) 

 
ADOPTED: August 8, 2018 
REVISED:  May 18, 2022 
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Instruction 
Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities  
The Superintendent must approve an activity in order for it to be considered a District-sponsored 
extracurricular or co-curricular activity, using the following criteria: 

1. The activity will contribute to the leadership abilities, social well-being, self-realization, good 
citizenship, or general growth of student-participants. 

2. Fees assessed students are reasonable and do not exceed the actual cost of operation.  
3. The District has sufficient financial resources for the activity. 
4. Requests from students. 
5. The activity will be supervised by a school-approved sponsor. 

Non-school sponsored student groups are governed by School Board policy, 7:330, Student Use of 
Buildings - Equal Access.  

Academic Criteria for Participation 
For students in kindergarten through 8th grade, selection of members or participants is at the discretion of 
the teachers, sponsors, or coaches, provided that the selection criteria conform to the District’s policies. 
Students must satisfy all academic standards and must comply with the activity’s rules and the student 
conduct code. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.30 and 5/24-24. 

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:40 (Nonpublic School 
Students, Including Parochial and Home-Schooled Students), 7:240 (Conduct Code 
for Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:300 (Extracurricular Athletics), 7:330 
(Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access), 8:20 (Community Use of School 
Facilities) 

 
 
ADOPTED:  April 6, 2011 
REVISED: August 14, 2013 
  August 8, 2018 
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Instruction 
Library Media Program  
The Superintendent or designee shall manage the District’s library media program to comply with 
(1) State law and Ill. State Board of Education (ISBE) rule and (2) the following standards: 

1. The program includes an organized collection of resources available to students and staff 
to supplement classroom instruction, foster reading for pleasure, enhance information 
literacy, and support research, as appropriate to students of all abilities in the grade levels 
served. 

2. Financial resources for the program’s resources and supplies are allocated to meet 
students’ needs. 

3. Students in all grades served have equitable access to library media resources. 
4. The advice of an individual who is qualified according to ISBE rule is sought regarding 

the overall direction of the program, including the selection and organization of materials, 
provision of instruction in information and technology literacy, and structuring the work 
of library paraprofessionals. 

5. Staff members are invited to recommend additions to the collection. 
6. Students may freely select resource center materials as well as receive guided selection of 

materials appropriate to specific, planned learning experiences. 
7. The program is guided by the principles of the American Library Association’s Library 

Bill of Rights and its interpretation for school libraries. 
Parents/guardians, employees, and community members who believe that library media program 
resources violate rights guaranteed by any law or Board policy may file a complaint using Board 
policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure.  
The Superintendent or designee shall establish criteria consistent with this policy for the review 
of objections. Parents/guardians, employees, and community members with suggestions or 
complaints about library media program resources may complete a Library Media Resource 
Objection Form. The Superintendent or designee shall inform the parent/guardian, employee, or 
community member, as applicable, of the District’s decision.  

LEGAL REF.: 23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.420(o). 

CROSS REF.: 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:170 (Title I Programs), 6:210 (Instructional 
Materials) 

 
 
 
 
ADOPTED:   May 11, 2005 
REVISED: October 25, 2006 
 January 14, 2009 
 August 8, 2018 
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Instruction 
Field Trips  
Field trips are permissible when the experiences are a part of the school curriculum and/or 
contribute to the District’s educational objectives.  
All field trips must have the Superintendent or designee’s prior approval, except that field trips 
beyond a 200-mile radius of the school or extending overnight must have the prior approval of the 
School Board. The Superintendent or designee shall analyze the following factors to determine 
whether to approve a field trip: educational value, student safety, parent concerns, heightened 
security alerts, and liability concerns. On all field trips, a bus fee set by the Superintendent or 
designee may be charged to help defray the transportation costs.  
Parents/guardians of students: (1) shall be given the opportunity to consent to their child’s 
participation in any field trip; and (2) are responsible for all entrance fees, food, lodging, or other 
costs, except that the District will pay such costs for students who qualify for a fee waiver under 
Board policy 4:140, Waiver of Student Fees. All non-participating students shall be provided an 
alternative experience. Any field trip may be cancelled without notice due to an unforeseen event 
or condition. 
Privately arranged trips, including those led by District staff members, shall not be represented as 
or construed to be sponsored by the District or school. The District does not provide liability 
protection for privately arranged trips and is not responsible for any damages arising from them.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/29-3.1. 

CROSS REF.: 4:140 (Waiver of Student Fees), 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and 
Objectives), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:270 (Administering 
Medicines to Students) 

 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 

REVISED: May 28, 2008 
        August 14, 2013 
        August 8, 2018 
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Students 
Orders to Forgo Life-Sustaining Treatment  
Written orders from parents/guardians to forgo life-sustaining treatment for their child must be signed 
by the student’s physician and given to the Superintendent. This policy shall be interpreted in 
accordance with the Illinois Health Care Surrogate Act. 755 ILCS 40/.  
Whenever an order to forgo life-sustaining treatment is received, the Superintendent shall convene a 
multi-disciplinary team that includes: 

1. The student, when appropriate; 
2. The student’s parents/guardians; 
3. Other medical professionals, e.g., licensed physician, physician’s assistant, or nurse 

practitioner; 
4. Local first responders for the building in which the student is assigned to attend school;  
5. The school nurse; 
6. Clergy, if requested by the student or his or her parents/guardians; 
7. Other individuals to provide support to the student or his or her parents/guardians; and 
8. School personnel designated by the Superintendent.  

The team shall determine guidelines to be used by school staff members in the event the child suffers 
a life-threatening episode at school or a school event.  
District personnel shall convey orders to forgo life-sustaining treatment to the appropriate emergency 
or healthcare provider. 

LEGAL REF.: Health Care Surrogate Act, 755 ILCS 40/. 
Cruzan v. Director, Missouri Dept. of Health, 497 U.S. 261 (1990). 
In re C.A., a minor, 236 Ill.App.3d 594 (1st Dist. 1992). 
 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
 
REVISED:   May 11, 2005 
 February 14, 2018 
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Students 
Student Athlete Concussions and Head Injuries  
The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement a program to manage concussions and head 
injuries suffered by students. The program shall: 

1. Fully implement the Youth Sports Concussion Safety Act (YSCSA), that provides, without 
limitation, each of the following:  

a. The Board must appoint or approve member(s) of a Concussion Oversight Team for the 
District.  

b. The Concussion Oversight Team shall establish each of the following based on peer-
reviewed scientific evidence consistent with guidelines from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention:  

i. A return-to-play protocol governing a student’s return to interscholastic athletics 
practice or competition following a force of impact believed to have caused a 
concussion. The Superintendent or designee shall supervise an athletic trainer or 
other person responsible for compliance with the return-to-play protocol.  

ii. A return-to-learn protocol governing a student’s return to the classroom 
following a force of impact believed to have caused a concussion. The 
Superintendent or designee shall supervise the person responsible for compliance 
with the return-to-learn protocol.  

c. Each student and the student’s parent/guardian shall be required to sign a concussion 
information receipt form each school year before participating in an interscholastic 
athletic activity.  

d. A student shall be removed from an interscholastic athletic practice or competition 
immediately if any of the following individuals believes that the student sustained a 
concussion during the practice and/or competition: a coach, a physician, a game official, 
an athletic trainer, the student’s parent/guardian, the student, or any other person deemed 
appropriate under the return-to-play protocol.  

e. A student who was removed from interscholastic athletic practice or competition shall be 
allowed to return only after all statutory prerequisites are completed, including without 
limitation, the return-to-play and return-to-learn protocols developed by the Concussion 
Oversight Team. An athletic team coach or assistant coach may not authorize a student’s 
return-to-play or return-to-learn.  

f. The following individuals must complete concussion training as specified in the YSCSA: 
all coaches or assistant coaches (whether volunteer or a district employee) of 
interscholastic athletic activities; nurses, licensed healthcare professionals or non-
licensed healthcare professionals who serve on the Concussion Oversight Team (whether 
or not they serve on a volunteer basis); athletic trainers; game officials of interscholastic 
athletic activities; and physicians who serve on the Concussion Oversight Team.  

g. The Board shall approve school-specific emergency action plans for interscholastic 
athletic activities to address the serious injuries and acute medical conditions in which a 
student’s condition may deteriorate rapidly.  

2. Comply with the concussion protocols, policies, and by-laws of the Illinois High School 
Association (IHSA), including its Protocol for Implementation of NFHS Sports Playing Rules for 
Concussions, which includes its Return to Play (RTP) Policy. These specifically require that: 

a. A student athlete who exhibits signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with a 
concussion in a practice or game shall be removed from participation or competition at 
that time. 
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b. A student athlete who has been removed from an interscholastic contest for a possible 
concussion or head injury may not return to that contest unless cleared to do so by a 
physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches in Illinois or a certified athletic 
trainer. 

c. If not cleared to return to that contest, a student athlete may not return to play or practice 
until the student athlete has provided his or her school with written clearance from a 
physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches in Illinois, advanced practice 
registered nurse, physician assistant or a certified athletic trainer working in conjunction 
with a physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches in Illinois. 

3. Require that all high school coaching personnel, including the head and assistant coaches, and 
athletic directors obtain online concussion certification by completing online concussion 
awareness training in accordance with 105 ILCS 25/1.15.  

4. Require all student athletes to view the IHSA video about concussions.  
5. Inform student athletes and their parent(s)/guardian(s) about this policy in the Agreement to 

Participate or other written instrument that a student athlete and his or her parent/guardian must 
sign before the student is allowed to participate in a practice or interscholastic competition.  

6. Provide coaches and student athletes and their parent(s)/guardian(s) with educational materials 
from the IHSA regarding the nature and risk of concussions and head injuries, including the risks 
inherent in continuing to play after a concussion or head injury.  

7. Include a requirement for staff members to notify the parent/guardian of a student who exhibits 
symptoms consistent with that of a concussion.  

8. Include a requirement for staff members to distribute the Ill. Dept. of Public Health concussion 
brochure to any student or the parent/guardian of a student who may have sustained a concussion, 
regardless of whether or not the concussion occurred while the student was participating in an 
interscholastic athletic activity, if available.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/22-80. 
105 ILCS 25/1.15, Interscholastic Athletic Organization Act. 
20 ILCS 2310/2310-307, Civil Administrative Code of Illinois.  

CROSS REF.: 4:170 (Safety), 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 7:300 (Extracurricular Athletics) 
 

ADOPTED: December 14, 2011 
REVISED: August 14, 2013 

 February 22, 2017 
 February 14, 2018 
 January 23, 2019 
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Community Relations 
Community Use of School Facilities  
School facilities are available to community organizations during non-school hours when such use 
does not: (1) interfere with any school function or affect the safety of students or employees, or (2) 
affect the property or liability of the School District. The use of school facilities for school purposes 
has precedence over all other uses. The District reserves the right to cancel previously scheduled use 
of facilities by community organizations and other groups. The use of school facilities requires the 
prior approval of the Superintendent or designee and is subject to applicable procedures.  
Persons on school premises must abide by the District’s conduct rules at all times.  
Student groups, school-related organizations, government agencies, and non-profit organizations are 
granted the use of school facilities at no costs during regularly staffed hours. Fees and costs shall 
apply during non-regularly staffed hours and to other organizations granted use of facilities at any 
time. A fee schedule and other terms of use shall be prepared by the Superintendent and be subject to 
annual approval by the School Board. 

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §7905, Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act. 
10 ILCS 5/11-4.1, Election Code. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.41, 5/10-22.10, and 5/29-3.5. 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U.S. 98 (2001). 
Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free School District, 508 U.S. 384 

(1993). 
Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors of Univ. of Va., 515 U.S. 819 (1995). 

CROSS REF.: 7:330 (Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access), 8:25 (Advertising and 
Distributing Materials in Schools Provided by Non-School Related Entities), 8:30 
(Visitors to and Conduct on School Property) 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 

 
REVISED: February 13, 2008 
 March 27, 2013 
 August 14 2013 
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Community Relations 
Advertising and Distributing Materials in Schools Provided by Non-School Related 
Entities  
No material or literature shall be posted or distributed that would: (1) disrupt the educational 
process, (2) violate the rights or invade the privacy of others, (3) infringe on a trademark or 
copyright, or (4) be defamatory, obscene, vulgar, or indecent. No material, literature, or 
advertisement shall be posted or distributed without advance approval as described in this policy. 

Community, Educational, Charitable, or Recreational Organizations 
Community, educational, charitable, recreational, or similar groups may, under procedures 
established by the Superintendent, advertise events pertinent to students’ interests or involvement. 
All advertisements must (1) be student-oriented, (2) prominently display the sponsoring 
organization’s name, and (3) be approved in advance by the Superintendent or designee. The 
District reserves the right to decide where and when any advertisement or flyer is distributed, 
displayed, or posted.  

Commercial Companies and Political Candidates or Parties  
Commercial companies may purchase space for their advertisements in or on: (1) athletic field 
fences; (2) athletic, theater, or music programs; (3) student newspapers or yearbooks; (4) 
scoreboards; or (5) other appropriate locations. The advertisements must be consistent with this 
policy and its implementing procedures and be appropriate for display in a school context. Prior 
approval from the Board is needed for advertisements on athletic fields, scoreboards, or other 
building locations. Prior approval is needed from the Superintendent or designee for 
advertisements on athletic, theater, or music programs; student newspapers and yearbooks; and 
any commercial material related to graduation, class pictures, or class rings. 
No individual or entity may advertise or promote its interests by using the names or pictures of 
the School District, any District school or facility, staff members, or students except as authorized 
by and consistent with administrative procedures and approved by the Board. 
Material from candidates and political parties will not be accepted for posting or distribution, 
except when used as part of the curriculum. 

LEGAL REF.: Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free Sch. Dist., 508 U.S. 384 
(1993). 

Berger v. Rensselaer Central Sch. Corp., 982 F.2d 1160 (7th Cir. 1993), cert. 
denied, 113 S.Ct. 2344 (1993). 

Sherman v. Community Consolidated Sch. Dist. 21, 8 F.3d 1160 (7th Cir. 
1993), cert. denied, 8 F.3d 1160 (1994). 

Hedges v. Wauconda Community Unit Sch. Dist. No. 118, 9 F.3d 1295 (7th 
Cir. 1993). 

Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry v. Lee’s Summit R-7 Sch. Dist., 640 
F.3d 329 (8th Cir. 2011), cert. denied, 565 U.S. 1036 (2011). 

DiLoreto v. Downey Unified Sch. Dist., 196 F.3d 958 (9th Cir. 1999). 
CROSS REF.: 7:325 (Student Fundraising Activities), 7:330 (Student Use of Buildings - 

Equal Access) 
 
ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 
REVISED: May 28, 2008  
  August 14, 2013 
  August 8, 2018 
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Community Relations 
Parental Involvement  
In order to assure collaborative relationships between students’ families and the District, and to 
enable parents/guardians to become active partners in their children’s education, the Superintendent1 
shall: 

1. Keep parents/guardians thoroughly informed about their child’s school and education. 
2. Encourage parents/guardians to be involved in their child’s school and education. 
3. Establish effective two-way communication between parents/guardians and the District. 
4. Seek input from parents/guardians on significant school-related issues. 
5. Inform parents/guardians on how they can assist their children’s learning. 

The Superintendent shall periodically report to the School Board on the implementation of this policy. 

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title I Programs), 6:250 (Community Resource Persons and Volunteers), 
8:10 (Connection with the Community), 8:90 (Parent Organizations and Booster 
Clubs) 

 

ADOPTED: January 26, 2005 

 
REVISED: April 6, 2011 
 July 17, 2019 

 
1 The default text of this policy does not use “or designee” because it is important and the board likely wants to 

monitor it. 
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