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HOW WE TEACHWHAT WE TEACH AUTHENTIC LITERACY

Standards Driven 
Curriculum

Teaching to the Depth 
of the Standards Fundamental Five

Focus on 8 Cognitive Skills
Thinking Maps

Cross-Disciplinary Literacy
(listening, speaking, reading, writing, thinking)

Write From the 
Beginning & Beyond

Rigor, Relevance, 
Learner Engagement

Workshop Model

Culture of Excellence
Professional Learning Community



Implementation Measures of District Instructional Focus 2025-26

District Instructional Priorities 
Reported Monthly

 Lesson Frame
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Critical Writing
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

FSGPT / Academic Discussion
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Evidence of Clear Classroom Expectations / 
LEAD Matrix

Goal 95% of classrooms by June

Student-Driven Learning
*Monthly report will consist of exemplars,

rather than a percentage

Instructional Rounds Data
*District Aggregate Data Shared Each Semester

PLC Goals 
Reported Quarterly

Focus on Learning
Goal 92% of CTs by June

Collaborative Culture
Goal 96% of CTs by June

Focus on Results
Goal 91%  of CTs by June

Progress Monitoring 
Reported BOY, MOY, EOY

CIRCLE Progress Monitoring
PK Reading / Math Screener

mCLASS Texas
K-2 Reading Screener

IXL Math 
K-2 Math Screener

MAP Growth
3-8 Reading Screener

3-8 Math Screener
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Students worked in groups to research careers within an assigned 
career cluster. They compiled their findings into a Google Slides or 

Canva presentation and presented them to the class. Each 
presentation highlighted salary ranges, required skills, educational 

pathways, videos, and images showcasing the career.

Early Childhood Academy
Ms. Soto & Mrs. Pettigrew

Pre-kindergarten/RLA

Ms. Soto’s and Mrs. Pettigrew’s classes started the school year 
with exciting activities to help students learn the letters in their 

names. The children loved using tweezers to search for the 
letters that make up their names, which not only made learning 
fun but also helped build the muscles in their hands. They also 
practiced tracing the letters to make their names come to life, 

making it a wonderful way to kick off the year!

Aledo Middle School
Donny Ott

8th Grade - Bearcat Blueprint



Students in AMS 6th grade math classes  brought the coordinate 
plane to life by designing their own battlefields with sticky notes 

and then playing a game of Battleship with a partner. This activity 
sparked high engagement while reinforcing academic vocabulary 

and strengthening their ability to accurately identify and plot 
coordinates.

Annetta Elementary
Adeana Chasteen

4th Grade Math

In Mrs. Chasteen’s 4th grade class, students are working together to 
compare and order numbers. By analyzing cards with different 

values, they apply place value knowledge and use precise academic 
language to explain their reasoning and justify the order they create.

Aledo Middle School
Kailea Click, Madison Klein, Skye Lindgron

6th Grade Math



Molly Wood created a detailed timeline around the periphery 
of her room with events from the texts students will read this 
year. As they read, the timeline provides context to deepen 
their learning and discussion. Students can reference the 

timeline and connections between texts all year long.

Lynn McKinney Elementary
Georgi Hernandez

3rd Grade / RLA/ Social Studies

Georgi Hernandez reads a novel aloud while students 
learn how to annotate using Thought Notes to 

illustrate connections they make while listening. As 
she reads, students also capture powerful quotes 
from the chapter on a poster to later discuss as a 

class.

Aledo High School
Molly Wood

English III



Seventh-grade science at McAnally Middle School is already buzzing with 
energy as teachers combine classes for a bigger, collaborative learning 

experience. This time, students weren’t just looking at the periodic 
table—they were exploring it like detectives, spotting patterns, making 

connections, and sparking curiosity. With clipboards and conversations 
flying, they generated their own thoughtful questions, turning a chart of 

elements into a living puzzle waiting to be solved. The hallway felt more like 
a science think-tank than a classroom, with students leading the charge in 

uncovering the secrets of the periodic table.

Vandagriff Elementary School
Stephanie Smith

3rd / Science

In Stephanie Smith’s 3rd grade class at Vandagriff Elementary, students 
dove into the world of forces and friction by first watching an engaging 
anchoring phenomenon. From their “notice and wonder” observations, 

they sparked curiosity and began crafting their own questions about 
how objects move and why they slow down. Each question was then 
carefully placed on a Driving Question Board (DQB), where students 

categorized and connected their ideas—turning their natural curiosity 
into a collaborative roadmap for investigation. The classroom buzzed 
with excitement as students took ownership of their learning, showing 

that science isn’t just about answers, but about asking the right 
questions.

McAnally Middle School
Joni Myers, Bri Perry, Cooper Thompson

7th / Science

Images students doing the activity Images students doing the activity



Students are discussing perspective by taking on the 
role of rhino or unicorn.  Then using evidence from their 
text, they  debate access to water in their fictional town. 

Lynn McKinney Elementary  
Linda Capps 

4th Grade / RLA/Social Studies  

Students are learning the characteristics of the four 
regions of Texas.  Based on their research, they have 

to decide as a team which region they would live in 
during a zombie apocalypse. 

McAnally Middle School
Chrissy Gallegos 

6th Grade / Social Studies 







































Board Update
September 15, 2025



Jill  Hall Nora 
Hawkins

Emily 
Mooney

Annetta
Coder & McCall

McKinney
Walsh

Stuard
Vandagriff

New Team for 2025



Identified Gifted and Talented Students in Aledo ISD



Identified Gifted and Talented Students in Aledo ISDPercentage of GT Students of Total Enrollment 



Elementary students are served through a weekly pull-out program 
focused on STEAM, critical thinking, and problem based learning. 

Secondary students are 
served through a wide 

variety of Advanced 
Academics courses. 



We also help teachers with 
student support, extensions, 

d ifferentiation, and  trainings.



June 2025
Region 11 

GT and Advanced 
Academics 

Educator Spotlight


