














On an appeal, the head of the public body may waive the 3, reduce the ir uphold
the fee. If the fee is not waived, the head of the public body must certify that ti é r
comply with the statute and the public body’s procedures and guidelines.

A court may uphold or reduce the fee. If the court redu: ; the fee by 50% or e, it
may award the requester all or an appropriate portion of reasonable atttc ~ fees, ¢t and
disbursements. If the court determines that the public body arbitrarily and capriciously 'ged
an excessive fee, the court shall order a civil fine of $500 against the public body.
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The amount of a civil fine that may be imposed by a court on a public body for refusal or
delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record has been increased from $500 to
$1,000.

Further, if a court dete ....nes that a public body willfully and in  itior yfa {1 comply
with FOIA or otherwise acted in bad faith, the court may order the public body to pay il fine
of not less than $2,500 nor more than $7,500 for each occurrence, taking into accoun public

body’s budget and whether it was previously assessed penalties for FOIA violatiol
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