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This handbeok is intended for use by students and staff as a guide to the rules, procedures, and general
information about Kent ISD Adult Education. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with
this handbook.

Students must comply with all school policies, regulations, rules, and expectations. The use of the word
“Policy” in this handbook includes bylaws or policies adopted by the Board of Education. Although the
information in this handbook is comprehensive, it is not intended to address every situation that may
arise during a school day or school year. This handbook does not create a contract between Kent ISD
Adult Education and students or staff. The administration is responsible for interpreting the rules
contained in the handbook to ensure the implementation of the school’s educational program and well-
being of all students. If a situation arises that is not specifically addressed by this handbook, the
administration may respond based on applicable law and policy.

The rules and information provided in this handbook may be supplemented or amended by the
administration at any time, consistent with applicable law and policy.

Important information
e District Website - http://www kentisd.org
e Board Policies - https://meetings.boardbook.org/Public/Organization/2589




KENT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Adult Education 2024-2025 Calendar
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Emergency School Closing Procedures

In the event of an emergency school closure, such as a severe weather day or when school is
unexpectedly closed early, Kent I1SD Aduit Education will notify students, parents, and the public about
the closure in the following manner:

Closing information is reported on local radio stations, local TV stations, and on local district websites.
For the Kent ISD Wyoming, Grand Rapids or Kentwood campuses, please look for “Kent ISD Adult
Education.”

For the Grand Rapids location, also watch for GRCC notifications. If GRCC is closed, so will the Adult Ed
GRCC campus.

Notice of Non-Discrimination

The district does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, religion,
sex (including gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, pregnancy, childbirth, or a related
condition), age, height, weight, familial status, marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic
information, disability, or any other legally protected basis, and prohibits unlawful discrimination,
including harassment and retaliation, in any education program or activity that it operates, including in
admission and employment.

Inquiries about unlawful discrimination, including unlawful harassment and retaliation, may be referred
to the District’s applicable Coordinator and/or an agency with jurisdiction, such as the U.S. Department
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, or the Department of Justice.

Primary Designated Title IX Coordinator:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
Kent Intermediate School District
2930 Knapp St., Grand Rapids, M| 49525
616-365-2214
daverodgers@kentisd.org

Additional Title IX Coordinator:
Director of Human Resources
Kent Intermediate School District
2930 Knapp St., Grand Rapids, M1 49525
616-365-2288
daniellehendry@kentisd.org
Designated Section 504 Coordinator:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
Kent Intermediate School District
2930 Knapp St., Grand Rapids, M1 49525
616-365-2214
daverodgers@kentisd.org



Designated Civil Rights Coordinator/Employment Compliance Officer:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
Kent Intermediate School District
2930 Knapp St., Grand Rapids, Mi 49525
616-365-2214

daverodgers@kentisd.org

The District’s Non-Discrimination, Anti-Harassment, and Non-Retaliation Policy and Grievance
Procedures is available at www.kentisd.org.

To report information about conduct that may constitute unlawful discrimination, including unlawful
harassment and retaliation, or make a complaint of such conduct, please contact the applicable
Coordinator listed above.

Any student who witnesses an act of unlawful discrimination, including unlawful harassment or
retaliation, is encouraged to report it to District personnel. No student will be retaliated against based
on any report of suspected discrimination. A student may also anonymously report an incident of
unlawful discrimination. The District will investigate anonymous reports pursuant to its investigation
procedures described by Policy. Minor students do not need parent permission to file complaints or
participate in the Grievance Process described by Policy.

A student found to have engaged in unlawful discrimination, including unlawful harassment or
retaliation, may be subject to discipline, including suspension or expulsion, consistent with Policy 5206.

The District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups as required by
law.

Examples of Unlawful Harassment

“Unlawful harassment” is verbal, written, or physical conduct that denigrates or shows hostility or
aversion toward a person because of the person’s membership in a Protected Class that has the purpose
or effect of: (1) creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment; or (2) unreasonably
interfering with the person’s ability to benefit from the District’s educational programs or activities.

e Race, color, and national origin harassment can take many forms, including, but not limited to,
slurs, taunts, stereotypes, or name-calling, as well as racially motivated physical threats, attacks,
or other hateful conduct. Harassment based on ethnicity, ancestry, or perceived ancestral,
ethnic, or religious characteristics is considered race, color, and national origin harassment.

o Disability harassment can take many forms, including, but not limited to, slurs, taunts,
stereotypes, or name-calling, as well as disability-motivated physical threats, attacks, or other
hateful conduct.

e Sex-based harassment can take many forms. For the definition of sex-based harassment,
including sexual harassment under Title IX, see Policy 3115A. Policies 3115-3115H are attached
to this handbook.



SECTION |I: ADULT EDUCATION-WIDE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Registration

Kent I1SD Adult Education is a first come, first served program based on classroom and teacher capacity.
Registration begins in August and ends in April. To register, students will need to go to our website to fill
out the registration form and choose an in-person orientation date. Crientation is a requirement and
cannot be done from home. Orientation will take 90 minutes {about 1 and a half hours) to complete and
includes confirmation of registration forms and a reading assessment test.

Orientation

Orientation is a requirement for all students before they start class. The orientation will let you know
what to expect when you in are classes, meet members of the adult education team, and will set you up
for a successful start of your program. The process and/or times for the orientation will be presented to
you after your registration is complete.

Attendance

Kent ISD Adult Education is an in-person, attendance-based program. Students are to arrive at their
classes before the start of class and stay through the end of class. If a student is absent for a day, they
must contact their teacher to excuse their absence. If a student is absent for an extended period, they
will need to be in communication with their teacher. If the student's absence exceeds three weeks, they
will need to relinquish their spot in their classes until they can return to class. Returning to class is not a
guarantee, and students may be put on a waitlist until a spot is available.

Instructional Team:

Wyoming Campus

Hank Diaz Email: hankdiaz@kentisd.org
AnneMarie Gaglio Email: annemariegaglio@kentisd.org
Rebecca Lantinga Email: rebeccalantinga@kentisd.org
Mark Omness Email: markomness@kentisd.org
Deb Pitsch Email: Deborahpitsch@kentisd.org
Sarah Schuiteman Email: sarahschuiteman@kentisd.org
Tiffany Smith Email: tiffanysmith@kentisd.org
Anne Walker Email; annewalker@kentisd.org




GRCC Campus

Stephanie Hakim Email: Stephaniehakim@kentisd.org
Karen McBurney Email: karenmcburney@kentisd.org
Marty Marguardt Email: martinmarguardt@kentisd.org
Dana Fowle Emaif: danafowle@kentisd.org

Kentwood Campus

Hannah Cole Email: hannahcole @kentisd.org
Matt Reda Email: mattreda@kentisd.org

Arriving and Leaving Campus

Kent ISD Adult Education staff and administration are responsible for students' well-being while
attending class. Kent ISD Adult Education’s campuses are closed campuses. That means, during non-
instructional time, students are not permitted to loiter on campus. The current scheduled times for
instruction are:

Morning Classes 9:00 AM = 11:45 AM
Afternoon Classes 12:15 PM - 3:00 PM
Night Classes 5:15 PM — 8:45 PM

For most locations, the exterior building doors unlock to receive students at various times throughout
the day:

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM from Monday through Friday
4:45 PM — 6:00 PM from Monday through Wednesday

For the safety and security of our campus, the interior doors will remain locked at all times. Students
will be allowed in through the interior doors by security or office staff within 15 minutes before their
scheduled class start time.

Students will not have access to the buitding prior to these times. Students are asked to leave campus
immediately after their scheduled class time is over.

CASAS eTesting

Upon registering, all students must complete a CASAS Reading assessment test. The test is a state
mandated test, which allows administrators to place students into their proper classes. Once the CASAS



test is completed, the score determines which classes the student is ready for. The breakdown of classes
is determined by administration. CASAS tests are expected to be taken seriously.

For a non-native English-speaking student to enroll into GED classes, they are required to obtain a 215
or higher GED CASAS reading score. For a native English speaker to enroll into GED classes, they are
required to obtain a 210 or higher on CASAS test score.

For non-native English-speaking students to enroll in ESL (English as a Second Language) classes, they
are required to score below a 239 ESL CASAS Reading score. If they score above 239, they may take a
CASAS Listening test to see if they are eligible for the program. The student must score below a 232
listening score to be eligible for the program. if an individual graduates out of both reading and listening,
they will be referred to a different program that will be more beneficial to their needs.

All students must take a CASAS Reading posttest after 40 hours of class instruction. A Reading posttest
is a requirement and cannot be opted out of. The test scores coincide with the program's funding and
assist the program in staying open for current and future students. If a student refuses to take a Reading
posttest, they will no longer be able to attend classes. The CASAS posttest should be taken seriously,
failure to take the test seriously will result in inaccurate results and continued deficient performance
may result in being excused from the program.

If a student achieves a score that allows them to move up to the next class in their CASAS Reading
posttest, they will be required to begin that class when administration says their spot is available. If a
student refuses to move to the next class, they will no longer be able to attend classes.

GED Expectations

Our GED (General Educational Development) and ABE {Adult Basic Education) prep classes are designed
to help students pass the four GED subject tests (collectively referred to as “the GED test”). The tests
include Math, Science, Social Studies, and Language Arts. Upon registering and completing a CASAS
reading assessment test, students will be placed in ABE or GED classes. Both classes teach towards the
GED test but are taught at a different pace.

ABE is the foundational class for GED classes. Students placed in this class read below a 9™ grade reading
level and will gain skilis in basic reading and math needed to move into GED classes.

GED is the practical education class for learning/refreshing skills necessary for passing the GED tests.
Students placed in this class read above a 9" grade reading level and will learn all four subjects needed
to pass the GED test.

Each test must be taken in a GED official testing center. Both our Wyoming and Grand Rapids locations
are available for GED testing to all of our students.

All ABE/GED students will sign up for a MyGED account once they start class.

Within our funding, students will be given free practice tests for each subject in the GED. The practice
test will determine when students are ready to apply for a voucher from the state to take their official
test. Free vouchers for tests are issued to students who achieved a 145-competency score on their



practice test. Each student is allowed one free voucher for each one of their GED tests, courtesy of Kent
ISD.

If a student does not pass one of their GED tests on the first attempt, they may be given a $10 retake
voucher. Students are required to pay the $43.50 for a third attempt.

Students are given three attempts at a GED test, before they must wait 60 days (about 2 months) to
retake the test after which students will be required to pay the $43.50 for any additional attempts at the
test.

If a student is not passing tests or making a gain within the GED classes a referral to another program
that will fit the students' needs may be necessary.

ESL Expectations

Our ESL classes are designed to help non-native English speakers to learn English. The classes are set up
in tiers, starting with beginner level English to intermediate-high level English. Class enrollment is based
upon the CASAS Reading assessment test. Once a student completes the CASAS Reading assessment, the
administration team will determine which class the student is ready for.

After 40 hours of instruction, the student will test again and, if the test determines they are ready for
the next level, then they are eligible to move up to a higher-level class.

Wave Card Expectations

Wave Cards may be distributed to students who need bus transportation. Each card contains enough
funds to transport students for one month. Every month, students will be required to check their card
into the office for more funds. The card is meant for students who require bus services every day.

If a student is not using their Wave Card funds or they are no longer in attendance, the card will be
turned off. In such instances, the student work with administration to determine if they are eligble to
have the card reactivated.

Students are responsible for the Wave Card provided to them. If the Wave Card is lost, students will be
given one replacement card. If the card is lost a second time, students will need to pay a $5 fine. If the
card is lost a third time, students will no longer be eligible for Wave Card services.

At the end of the year, or when a student no longer plans to return to school, the Wave Card will need
to be returned to the main office. If a card is not returned, the student may forfeit their right to a Wave
Card in the future.

GoBus! Expectations

Students eligible for the GoBus! may be able to receive GoBus! tickets from the main office. The GoBus!
is meant for students with disabilities. To determine eligibility, students must first have a meeting with



the administration or a designated representative. Once approval has been given, students are eligible
for one sheet of GoBus! tickets per day. The tickets are only meant to go to and from school. Any other
use for the ticket outside of schoal will result in a loss of privileges of receiving a GoBus! ticket from the
office.

Follow-Up

Upon registration, students sign a form stating they will receive a phone call from us after they have
completed classes with us, This will happen either after the student has been dropped or upon
completion of ESL or GED. Follow-up phone calls are made by the entire staff of the Kent ISD and are a
requirement by the State of Michigan for our program funding.

Transcripts

Upon registration, students entering GED classes must fill out a transcript request form. Under Kent {SD
Adult Education funding guidelines, we are required to collect proof of no diploma/graduation from the
student in order to pursue and to achieve their GED. The form requires the last high school the student
attended, approval of sending the request form out to the previous high school listed, as well as a
signature from the student. Failure to complete the form will disallow the student from starting classes
with Kent ISD Adult Education.

Kent 1SD Adult Education does not carry transcripts for student use at the school. Students must seek
transcripts from the previous high school they attended. When a student completes their GED, the Kent
ISD Adult Education does not carry transcripts for them. Students must go to their MyGED account to
gain access to their transcripts.

Age Waiver Form

The Kent ISD Adult Education program is for students 18 years of age and older. In rare circumstances,
students of 17 years of age may be able to attend classes with us. For a student who is 17 to start Adult
Education classes, they first must be referred to the program by their previous school of attendance or
by a parole officer. The student must complete an HSE (High School Equivalency) Age Waiver Form
Request, and have it approved by the state. Part of the process of receiving approval from the state is
having a valid photo ID, passport or birth certificate, and creating a MyGED account.

The Kent I1SD Adult Education program is meant for adults to obtain their GED, so when an underage
student starts classes with Kent ISD Adult Education, they will be treated as an adult. Only the student
may receive information about their progress, parents/guardians may not receive any information
about student progress or attendance.
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CTE/IELCE

CTE (Career Technical Education) classes are offered free of charge for all our GED students. A student
must be 18 or older as of July 1 of that program year. Most CTE classes take place at Kent Career
Technical Center {“"KCTC”) on the East Beltline. Kent ISD Adult Education offers these classes twice a year
but are subject to the availability of the teachers, enroliment, and funding. All students must go through
an application process to sign up for these free classes. If chosen for a selected CTE course, students are
expected to attend both their GED classes and their CTE classes. Failure to do so may result in being
dropped from class.

CTE Program Navigator: Jessie Comden (jessiecomden@kentisd.org)

IELCE {Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education) classes are offered free of charge for all our ESL
students. All students must go through an application process to sign up for these free classes. If chosen
for a selected course, students are expected to attend both their ESL classes and their IELCE classes.

IELCE Program Navigator: Angela Elenbaum {angelaelenbaum@kentisd.org)

Student Advocacy

Student Advocacy services are provided at both our Wyoming and Grand Rapids locations. To meet with
a student advocate, please make an appointment either by email or face to face. The student advocate
may accept walk-ins, if time allows, but it is not a guarantee. Our student advocate can assist with
finding transportation, housing, day care, IEP services (18-26 years old), GED accommodations, food
assistance, etc. Please come with any necessary information asked of you for any meeting.

Community Qutreach Partners

Kent ISD Adult Education partners with local businesses to come in and meet with students for possible
job opportunities. Employers will come to both Wyoming and Beckwith to introduce their company, and
possible employment opportunities.

Community Qutreach Coordinator: Shanna Hogan (shannahogan@kentisd.org)

Classroom Behavior

Kent ISD Adult Education strives to create a safe and welcoming learning environment. Students are
expected to respect their teachers and their peers while on school property.

While phones are allowed in the classroom, students are expected to turn them on silent and have them
respectfully stowed away while class is in session.

Eating and drinking is allowed in classes but should not interrupt classroom learning.

Tardiness for a valid reason is allowed, but students should be respectful of on-going classes.
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Student Code of Conduct

The Student Code of Conduct is meant to be a guide and is subject to the discretion of the
administration and the School Board.

Administration will, as required or permitted by state law, always consider the use of restorative
practices as an alternative to, or in addition to, suspension or expulsion. Nothing in the following table
limits the District’s ability to impose more or less severe disciplinary consequences depending on the
situation’s unique circumstances and the following factors:

The student’s age;

The student’s disciplinary history;

Whether the student has a disability;

The seriousness of the behavior;

Whether the behavior posed a safety risk;

Whether restorative practices will be used to address the behavior; and
Whether a lesser intervention would properly address the behavior.

NOoWwmReWwN R

Nothing in this handbook limits the District’s authority to discipline a student for conduct that is
inappropriate in school, but that is not specifically provided in this table. Depending on the
circumstances of a particular situation, separate extracurricular sanctions may be imposed, in
accordance with the applicable handbook, rules, or Board policy.

Prohibited Conduct Potential Consequences

lllegal Substances or Paraphernalia, including + Dismissal from classes
Alcohol: possession, sale, attempted sale,
distribution, attempted distribution, use, or
attempted use of drugs, alcohol, fake drugs,
illegal steroids, illegal inhalants, or look-alike

drugs.

Tobacco/Nicotine: possession, sale, attempted e Kent ISD Adult Education is a no nicotine
sale, distribution, attempted distribution, use, or campus. All nicotine must be consumed
attempted use of any form of tobacco, including outside of school grounds.

vaping devices or supplies.
e Failure to comply will result in dismissal

from school.
Disruptive Behavior or Insubordination: ¢ Discipline is up to the teacher. Repeat
disrupting the learning environment or school offenders may be asked to leave the class

activity or violating a school rule or directive.
¢ Dismissal from classes

Dangerous Weapon Possession: firearm, dagger, s Dismissal from classes and police referral
dirk, stiletto, knife with blade over 3 inches in
length, pocketknife opened by a mechanical

device, iron bar, or brass knuckles.
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Other Weapons and Look-Alike Weapons
Possession: an object that is not a “dangerous
weapon,” including but not limited to a pellet or
air-soft gun, a knife with a blade of 3 inches or
less, items intended to look like a dangerous
weapon, or similar items.

Dismissal from classes and potice referral

Use of an Object as a Weapon: any object used
to threaten or harm another, regardless of
whether injury results.

Dismissal from classes and police referral

Arson: Purposefully, intentionally, or maliciously
setting a fire to school property.

Dismissal from classes and police referral

Physical Assault (Student to Student}: causing or
attempting to cause physical harm to another
through intentional use of force or violence.

Dismissal from classes and police referral

Physical Assault {Student to Employee,
Volunteer, or Contractor}: causing or attempting
to cause physical harm to another through
intentional use of force or violence.

Dismissal from classes and police referral

Verbal or Written Threat, including Bomb or
Similar Threat: statement and/or action that
constitutes a threat against a student, employee,
other person, or schoal property.

Dismissal from classes and police referral

Plagiarism, Cheating, or other Falsification of
Schoolwork: submitting work that is not your
own, including copying from others, cheating on
a CASAS or GED test.

If caught cheating on a CASAS test the
test results will be invalid and student
will be required to retake the test ata
later date.

if caught cheating on a GED test, per
Michigan regulations, you may be
expelled from the testing center and your
test results may be invalidated. You may
also face criminal charges for fraud or
forgery, which could have a negative
impact on your future educational and
career opportunities.

Falsification: fraudulently using the name or
identification of another person, or fake ID, either
in writing or verbally, or falsifying time, dates,
grades, address, on school records/forms or

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Refusal of admission to program, classes,
or testing center

13



reporting ;-)rocédures, or for identification during
registration, enrollment, or testing.

Notification to GED of a proxy attempt,
potentially resulting in a ban from the
GED test

Expulsion from Kent ISD run testing
centers

Discrimination, Harassment {Including Sexual
Harassment), and Bullying: violating Board Policy
addressing anti-discrimination, anti-harassment,
and anti-builying.

Criminal Sexual Conduct: comments criminal
sexual conduct in a school building or on school
grounds; or pleads to, is convicted of, or is
adjudicated for criminal sexual conduct against
another student enrolled in the same school
district; or commits criminal sexual conduct
against another student enrolled in the same
school district.

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Fighting, Inciting Violence, Filming a Fight or
Assault, Distributing or Publishing a Flight or
Assault Video

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Sexting: distribution or publication of lewd,
pornographic, or sexually suggestive videos or
photographs of students or staff.

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Misuse of District Technology: violating the Kent
ISD Adult Education’s acceptable use policies and
agreement.

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Gambling: speculating, betting, wagering, or
playing a game for money or other stakes.

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Vandalism: action involving deliberate
destruction of or damage to public or private
property.

Dismissal from classes and possible police
referral

Visitors

Visitors and tours by interested community members are welcomed throughout the year. Visits are pre-
arranged and coordinated through the main office. Visitors may not loiter on school grounds during the
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duration of a class. If a student is being dropped off by a family member or a friend, they must leave the
building until the student is done with classes.

The Kent ISD Adult Education does not offer day care. Children will not be allowed in classes, orin
testing areas. Parents must find someone to watch their kids while they are in class.
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115 Non-Discrimination, Anti-Harassment, and Non-Retaliation

The District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, pregnancy, age, height,
weight, familial status, marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic information,
disability, or any other legally protected basis in admission, access to District programs
and activities, or employment. Unlawfu! discrimination, including unlawful harassment
and retaliation, in District programs, services, and activities is prohibited.

Title IX sexual harassment is covered by Policy 3118.

A contract to which the District is a party will be read to include a covenant by the
contractor and its subcontractors not to discriminate against an employee or applicant for
employment with respect to hiring, tenure, terms, conditions, or privileges of employment,
or a matter directly or indirectly related to employment, because of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy, gender identity, or sexual orientation), age,
height, weight, and marital status.

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee to designate one or more employees
to serve as the District's applicable Coordinator(s}, as described in Policy 3115B.

A. Definitions: For definitions related to the District's non-discrimination, anti-
harassment, and non-retaliation policy, including examples of prohibited conduct,
see Policy 3115A - Definitions.

B. Designation of Coordinators: To find the appropriate coordinator/compliance
officer, see Policy 3115B — Designation of Coordinators.

C. Supportive Measures: For more information about supportive measures, see
Policy 3115C — Supportive Measures.

D. Informal Resolution: For more information about informal resolution, see Policy
3115D - Informal Resolution.

E. Grievance Procedure and Remedies: For more information about the grievance
procedure for investigating unlawfui discrimination, harassment, and retaliation
complaints, and for possible remedies, see Policy 3115E — Grievance Procedure
and Remedies.

F. Complaint Dismissal and Appeals: For more information about dismissing a
complaint, appealing a complaint dismissal, or appealing a determination of
responsibility, see Policy 3115F — Complaint Dismissal and Appeals.

G. Reserved

2025 [I] THRUN
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H. Training and Notice: For more information about training requirements and notice
of the District's non-discrimination policy, see Policy 3115H - Training
Requirements and Policy Notice.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq., 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2024
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property

3100 General Operations

3115A Definitions for 3115 Series

A. The following definitions apply to policies 3115-3115H, 4101, 4102, and 5202,
which address non-discrimination, anti-harassment, and non-retaliation:

1.

“Appeals Officer” means a person who is designated tc hear a determination
appeal or a dismissal appeal. The Appeals Officer may not be the same person
as the Coordinator, Decisionmaker, Investigator, or Informal Resolution
Facilitator.

“Complainant” means: (1) a student or employee who is alleged to have been
subjected to conduct that could constitute Unlawful Discrimination; or (2) a
person other than a student or employee who is alleged to have been subjected
to conduct that could constitute Unlawful Discrimination and who was
participating or attempting to participate in the District's education program or
activity at the time of the alleged Unlawful Discrimination.

“Complaint” means an oral or written request to the District that objectively can
be understood as a request for the District to investigate and make a
determination about alleged Unlawful Discrimination.

“Coordinator’ means the person(s) designated by the District to coordinate the
District's compliance with state and federal non-discrimination laws. The
Coordinator may be the same person as the Investigator and Decisionmaker.

“Day” means a day that the District’s central office is open for business, unless
otherwise indicated.

“Decisionmaker” means the person designated to issue a determination as to
whether Unlawful Discrimination occurred. The Decisionmaker may be the
same person as the Coordinator and Investigator.

“Disciplinary Sanctions” means consequences imposed on a Respondent
following a determination that the Respondent engaged in Unlawful
Discrimination.

“Grievance Procedure” means the process outlined in Policy 3115E.

“Informal Resolution Facilitator” means the person designated to facilitate an
informal resolution process. The Informal Resolution Facilitator may not be the
same person as the Investigator or the Decisionmaker.

10.“Investigator” means the person designated to investigate a complaint of

Unlawful Discrimination. The Investigator may be the same person as the
Coordinator and Decisionmaker.

Law Fimm, P.C.
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11.“Key Role” means Coordinator, Investigator, Decisionmaker, Informal
Resolution Facilitator, or Appeals Officer.

12."Party” means a Complainant or Respondent.

13."Remedies” means measures provided, as appropriate, to a Complainant or
any other person the District identifies as having had their equal access to the
District's education program or activity limited or denied by Unlawful
Discrimination. These measures are provided to restore or preserve that
person’s access to the District's education program or activity after the District
determines that Unlawful Discrimination occurred.

14.“Respondent” means a person who is alleged to have violated the District's
prohibition on Unlawful Discrimination.

15.“Retaliation” means intimidation, threats, coercion, or discrimination against
any person by the District, a student, or an employee or other person
authorized by the District to provide aid, benefit, or service under the District's
education program or activity, for the purpose of interfering with any right or
privilege secured by the 3115 Policy Series, or because the person has
reported information, made a complaint, testified, assisted, or participated or
refused to participate in any manner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing
under the 3115 Policy Series. Retaliation does not include a requirement that a
District employee participate in a Grievance Procedure.

16.“Supportive Measures” means individualized measures offered as appropriate,
as reasonably available, without unreasonably burdening a Complainant or
Respondent, not for punitive or disciplinary reasons, and without fee or charge
to the Complainant or Respondent to:

a. Restore or preserve that Party's access to the District's education program
or activity, including measures that are designed to protect the safety of the
Parties or the District’'s educational environment; or

b. Provide support during the District's Grievance Procedure or during an
informal resolution process.

17.“Unlawful Discrimination” means to treat a person differently or less favorably
due to the person's race, color, national origin, ethnicity, religion, sex (including
gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, or pregnancy), age, height,
weight, familial status, marital status, military service, veteran status, genetic
information, disability, or any other legally protected basis or any other legally
protected class, and includes unlawful harassment and retaliation based on a
person’s membership in a protected classification.

B. Examples of Unlawful Harassment

Unlawful harassment may include, but is not limited to:
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1. Race, Color, or National Origin Harassment, which is prohibited by Title VI

and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Michigan Elliott-Larsen Civil
Rights Act. Race, color, or national origin harassment is unwelcome conduct
based on a person's actual or perceived race, color, or national origin that
creates a hostile environment or becomes a condition of continued
employment. Race includes traits historically associated with race, including,
but not limited to, hair texture and protective hairstyles. Race, color, or national
origin harassment may take many forms, including slurs, taunts, stereotypes,
or name-calling, as well as racially motivated physical threats, attacks, or other
hateful conduct.

Under this Policy, harassment based on ethnicity, ancestry, or perceived
ancestral, ethnic, or religious characteristics, will be considered race, color, or
national origin harassment.

. Disability Harassment, which is prohibited by the Americans with Disabilities

Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Michigan Persons
with Disabilities Civil Rights Act. Disability harassment is unwelcome conduct
based on a person’s actual or perceived disability that creates a hostile
environment or becomes a condition of continued employment. Disability
harassment may take many forms, including slurs, taunts, stereotypes, or
name-calling, as well as disability motivated physical threats, attacks, or other
hateful conduct.

. Sex-Based Harassment, which is prohibited by Title IX of the Education

Amendments of 1972, Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Michigan
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, and includes harassment based on sex, sex
stereotypes, sex characteristics, pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender
identity. Title IX sexual harassment is governed by Policy 3118.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701

et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115B Designation of Coordinators

The District designates the following person(s) to serve as non-discrimination
Coordinators:

Primary Designated Title IX Coordinator:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids M| 49525
616-365-2214

daverodgers@kentisd.org

Additional Title IX Coordinator:
Director of Human Resources
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids M| 49525
616-365-2288
daniellehendry@kentisd.org

Additional Title IX Coordinator(s):
Director(s) of Personnel
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids M| 49525
616-365-2288
daniellehendry@kentisd.org
bryndanarnold@kentisd.org

Designated Section 504 Coordinator:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids M| 49525
616-365-2214

daverodgers@kentisd.org

Designated Civil Rights Coordinator/Employment Compliance Officer:
Asst. Superintendent of Human Resources & Legal Services
2930 Knapp St. NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525
616-365-2214
daverodgers@kentisd.org

A Complaint against a Coordinator listed above may be made to the Superintendent or
Board President. A Complaint against the Superintendent may be made to the Board
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President. A Complaint against the Board President may be made to the Board Vice
President.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115C Supportive Measures

A. Supportive Measures

The District will offer and coordinate Supportive Measures, as appropriate, for
Complainants, Respondents, and others whose access to the District’s education
program and activity was impacted by alieged Unlawful Discrimination. Supportive
Measures are designed to restore or preserve a person’s access to the District’s
education program or activity or provide support during the District's Grievance
Procedure and informal resolution process. Supportive Measures are available at
any time, including before, during, and after the Grievance Procedure or Informal
Resolution Process.

Supportive Measures must not unreasonably burden any Party.
B. Students with Disabilities

If a Party is a student with a disability, the applicable Coordinator or designee
should consult with one of more members, as appropriate, of the student’s Section
504 or Individualized Education Program Team (as applicable), to ensure
compliance with Section 504 or the IDEA in the implementation of Supportive
Measures.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115D Informal Resolution

In lieu of resolving a Complaint through the Grievance Procedure, and if offered by the
District, the Parties may elect to participate in an informal resolution process. If the
Complaint involves Title IX Sexual Harassment, the informal resolution process in Policy
3118 applies. Informal resolution is not available to resolve a Complaint that includes
allegations that an employee engaged in sex-based harassment of a student, or when
such a process would conflict with Federal, State, or local law.

Informal resolution does not require a full investigation and may encompass a broad
range of conflict resolution strategies, including, but not limited to, arbitration, mediation,
or restorative justice.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025

Law Firm, P.C,
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115E Grievance Procedure and Remedies

A. Grievance Procedure
1. Generally

The District has adopted the following Grievance Procedure that provides for
the prompt and equitable resolution of Unlawful Discrimination, including
harassment and retaliation, Complaints, excluding Title IX Sexual Harassment
complaints. This Grievance Procedure will be used to investigate and resolve
Complaints of Unlawful Discrimination, including harassment and retaliation,
between and among students, employees, volunteers, contractors, and Board
members.

The District will treat Complainants and Respondents equitably.

The District requires that any individual serving in a Key Role not have a conflict
of interest or bias for or against Complainants or Respondents generally or an
individual Complainant or Respondent. The District presumes that the
Respondent is not responsible for the alleged Unlawful Discrimination until a
determination is made at the conclusion of the Grievance Procedure.

2. Grievance Procedure Timeframes

The District anticipates that most investigations will be concluded within 60
days. Investigations that involve several parties or witnesses, or investigations
that are more complex, may exceed 60 days.

3. Confidentiality

The District will take reasonable steps to protect the privacy of the Parties and
witnesses during its Grievance Procedure. These steps will not restrict the
ability of the Parties to obtain and present evidence, including consulting with
their family members, confidential resources, or advisors; or otherwise prepare
for or participate in the Grievance Procedure.

4. Evidence Considerations

The Decisionmaker will objectively evaluate all relevant evidence. Credibility
determinations will not be based on a person's status as a Complainant,
Respondent, or witness.

5. Complaint Consolidation

The District may consolidate Complaints when the allegations arise out of the
same facts or circumstances.
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6. Notice of Allegations

Upon receiving a Complaint, the applicable Coordinator will notify the Parties
of the following:

a. The Grievance Procedure and any informal resolution process;

b. Sufficient information available at the time to allow the Parties to respond to
the allegations, including the identities of the Parties involved in the
incident(s), the conduct alleged to constitute Unlawful Discrimination, and
the date(s) and location(s) of the alleged incident(s); and

c. Retaliation is prohibited.

If, during an investigation, the District decides to investigate additional
allegations of Unlawful Discrimination by the Respondent toward the
Complainant that are not included in the notice provided or that are included in
a Complaint that is consolidated, the District will notify the Parties of the
additional allegations.

7. Investigation

The District will ensure an adequate, reliable, and impartial Complaint
investigation. The burden is on the District - not on the Parties - to conduct an
investigation that gathers sufficient evidence to determine whether Unlawful
Discrimination occurred.

The Parties will be provided an equal opportunity to present fact witnesses and
other inculpatory and exculpatory relevant evidence.

Throughout the investigation, the Investigator must determine what, if any, facts
remain in dispute. If dispositive facts are not reasonably in dispute (e.g., based
on Party admissions, irrefutable evidence), further investigation is not required.

8. Determination

Following the investigation and evaluation of the evidence, the Decisionmaker
will:

a. Use the preponderance of the evidence standard to determine whether
Unlawful Discrimination occurred.

b. Notify the Parties in writing of the determination whether Unlawful
Discrimination occurred, including the rationale for such determination and
the procedures and permissible bases for the Complainant and Respondent
to appeal, if applicable.

c. Comply with this Grievance Procedure before imposing any disciplinary
sanctions against a Respondent.

9. Remedies
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If there is a determination that Unlawful Discrimination occurred, the applicable
Coordinator will, as appropriate:

a. Coordinate the provision and implementation of remedies to a Complainant
and other people the District identifies as having had equal access to the
District's education program or activity limited or denied by Unlawful
Discrimination;

b. Coordinate the imposition of any Disciplinary Sanctions against a
Respondent; and

c. Take other appropriate prompt and effective steps to ensure that Unlawful
Discrimination does not continue or recur within the District's education
program or activity.

10.False Statements

A person who knowingly files a false Complaint or makes a materially false
statement is subject to discipline, including discharge from employment or
expulsion.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701
et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3115F Complaint Dismissal and Appeals

A. Complaint Dismissal
The District may dismiss a Complaint if:

1. The District is unable to identify the Respondent after taking reasonable steps
to do so;

2. The Respondent is not participating in the District's education program or
activity and is not employed by the District;

3. The Complainant voluntarily withdraws any or all of the allegations in the
Complaint and the applicable Coordinator declines to initiate a Complaint; or

4. The District determines the conduct alleged in the Complaint, even if proven,
would not constitute Unlawful Discrimination.

Upon dismissal, the District will promptly notify the Complainant of the basis for the
dismissal. If the dismissal occurs after the Respondent has been notified of the
allegations, the District will also notify the Respondent of the dismissal and the
basis for the dismissal promptly following notification to the Complainant, or
simultaneously if notification is in writing.

Upon dismissal, the District will take prompt and effective steps, as appropriate,
through the applicable Coordinator, to ensure that Unlawful Discrimination does
not continue or recur within the District’s education program or activity. The District
will offer Supportive Measures to the Complainant as appropriate. The District will
also offer Supportive Measures to the Respondent as appropriate if the
Respondent has been notified of the Complaint allegations.

B. Determination Appeal Procedures

Unless expressly stated in writing by the Decisionmaker, determinations are not
subject to appeal.

Legal authority: 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.
Date adopted: August 15, 2022

Date revised: August 19, 2024

Date revised: February 17, 2025
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3100
3115H
A.

Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
General Operations
Training Requirements and Policy Notice

Training Requirements

All Coordinators and individuals assigned to serve in a Key Role must be
adequately trained.

Nondiscrimination Notice Requirement

The District will prominently post on its website a notice of nondiscrimination,
clearly stating that it applies to students, parents, employees, and applicants for
admission and employment. The notice of nondiscrimination will comply with all
applicable laws.

Legal authority: 20 USC 1400 et seq., 1681 et seq.; 29 USC 206 et seq., 621 et seq., 701

Date a

et seq., 794, 2601 et seq., 6101 et seq.; 38 USC 4301 et seq.; 42 USC
1983, 2000d et seq., 2000e et seq., 2000ff et seq., 6101 et seq., 12101
et seq.; 29 CFR 1604.1 et seq., 1635; 34 CFR 106.1, et seq.; MCL
37.1101 et seq., 37.2101 et seq.

dopted: August 19, 2024

Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property
3100 General Operations
3118 Title IX Sexual Harassment

Consistent with Policy 3115, the District prohibits unlawful sex discrimination, including
harassment and retaliation, in any of its education programs or activities in accordance
with Title I1X of the Education Amendments of 1972 and its implementing regulations.

This Policy addresses allegations of Title IX sexual harassment that occurred on or after
August 14, 2020 unless the District previously investigated the allegations under a
different policy pursuant to the now-vacated Title IX 2024 regulations. Allegations of
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation not covered by this Policy should be addressed
under the District's applicable non-discrimination or anti-harassment policies. Allegations
alleging both Title IX sexual harassment and other forms of Unlawful Discrimination and
Unlawful Harassment (e.g., race, age, disability) Complaints that include allegations of
Title IX sexual harassment may be investigated under this Policy or bifurcated and
investigated pursuant to the applicable Grievance Procedure under Policies 3115-3115H.
Investigating other forms of discrimination, including harassment and retaliation, pursuant
to this Policy will fulfill the District's investigation requirements under Policies 3115-3115H,
4104, and 5202, but nothing in this paragraph timits the District’s right to determine at any
time that a non-Title IX allegation should be addressed under Policies 3115-3115H, 4104
or 5202 or any other applicable Policy.

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee to designate one or more employees
who meet the training requirements in Section M of this Policy to serve as the District's
Title IX Coordinator(s). The Title IX Coordinator will designate an Investigator, Decision-
Maker, and Appeals Officer, if applicable, for each Formal Complaint made under this
Policy. If a Formal Complaint is made under this Policy against the Title IX Coordinator,
the Board President will designate the persons who will serve as the Investigator,
Decision-Maker, and Appeals Officer and will work with District administrators to ensure
that all other requirements of this Policy are met.

The Investigator, Decision-Maker, Appeals Officer, and Informal Resolution Facilitator
cannot be the same person on a specific matter, and the persons designated to serve in
those roles may or may not be District employees. Any person serving as the Investigator,
Decision-Maker, Appeals Officer, or Informal Resolution Facilitator must meet the training
requirements in Section M of this Policy.

Inquiries about Title IX’s application to a particular situation may be referred to the Title
IX Coordinator(s), the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights of the United States Department
of Education, or both.

A. Definitions

For purposes of this Palicy only, the below terms are defined as follows:

LAw Fimm, P.C.
POLICY SERVICK
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1. “Sexual Harassment” means conduct on the basis of sex that satisfies one or
more of the following:

a. A District employee conditioning the provision of a District aid, benefit, or
service on a person's participation in unwelcome sexual conduct;

b. Unwelcome conduct that a reasonable person would determine to be so
severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive that it effectively denies a
person equal access to the District's education program or activity; or

c. “Sexual assault” as defined in in 20 USC 1092(f)(6)(A)(v), “dating violence”
as defined in 34 USC 12291(a)(10), “domestic violence” as defined in 34
USC 12291(a)(8), or “stalking” as defined in 34 USC 12291(a)(30).

i. “Sexual assault’ is an offense classified as a forcible or nonforcible sex
offense under the uniform crime reporting system of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. It includes unlawful sexual intercourse (including incest
and statutory rape) and any sexual act, including rape, sodomy, sexual
assault with an object, or fondling, directed against another person
without the consent of that person, including when that person is
incapable of giving consent.

A) Rape: (Except Statutory Rape) The carnal knowledge of a person,
without the consent of the victim, including instances where the
victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her age or
because of his/fher temporary or permanent mental or physical
incapacity.

B) Sodomy: Oral or anal sexual intercourse with another person,
without the consent of the victim, including instances where the
victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her age or
because of histher temporary or permanent mental or physical
incapacity.

C) Sexual Assault With An Object: To use an object or instrument to
unlawfully penetrate, however slightly, the genital or anal opening of
the body of another person, without the consent of the victim,
including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent
because of histher age or because of his/her temporary or
permanent mental or physical incapacity.

D) Fondling: The touching of the private body parts of another person
for the purpose of sexual gratification without the consent of the
victim, including instances where the victim is incapable of giving
consent because of his/her age or because of his/her temporary or
permanent mentatl or physical incapacity.
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E) Incest: Nonforcible sexual intercourse between persons who are
related to each other within the degrees wherein marriage is
prohibited by law.

F) Statutory Rape: Nonforcible sexual intercourse with a person who is
under the statutory age of consent.

ii. “Dating violence” means violence committed by a person who is or has
been in a romantic or intimate relationship with the Complainant. The
existence of such a relationship is based on a consideration of the length
of the relationship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of
interaction between the persons involved in the relationship.

iii. “Domestic violence” means felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence
committed by a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the
Complainant, person with whom the Complainant shares a child, person
who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the Complainant as a
spouse or intimate partner, person similarly situated to a spouse of the
Complainant under the domestic or family violence laws of Michigan; or
any other person against an adult or youth Complainant who is protected
from that person’s acts under the domestic or family violence laws of
Michigan.

iv. “Stalking” means engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific
person that would cause a reasonable person to (1) fear for the person’s
safety or the safety of others; or (2) suffer substantial emotional distress.

2. “Actual Knowledge” means notice of sexual harassment or allegations of sexual
harassment to the District's Title IX Coordinator or any District employee.
Imputation of knowledge based solely on vicarious liability or constructive
notice is insufficient to constitute actual knowledge. This standard is not met
when the only District employee with actual knowledge is the Respondent.

3. “Appeals Officer” is the person designated by the District to decide appeals of
a dismissal or determination of responsibility for matters investigated under this
Policy. The Appeals Officer may not be the same person as the Investigator,
Title 1X Coordinator, Decision-Maker, or person designated to facilitate an
informal resolution process on a specific matter.

4. "Complainant” is a person who is alleged to be the victim of conduct that could
constitute Title 1X sexual harassment.

5. "Consent” means a voluntary agreement to engage in sexual activity by a
person legally capable of consenting. Someone who is incapacitated cannot
consent. Past consent does not imply future consent. Silence or an absence of
resistance does not imply consent. Consent to engage in sexual activity with
one person does not imply consent to engage in sexual activity with another.
Consent can be withdrawn at any time. Coercion, force, or threat of either
invalidates consent. Sexual conduct or relationships between District
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employees, volunteers, or contractors and students, regardless of age or
consent, are prohibited.

6. “Day,” unless otherwise indicated, means a day that the District’'s central office
is open for business.

7. "Decision-Maker” is the person designated by the District to review the
investigation report and provide a written determination of responsibility that
provides the evidentiary basis for the Decision-Maker's conclusions. The
Decision-Maker may not be the same person as the Investigator, Title IX
Coordinator, Appeals Officer, or person designated to facilitate an informal
resolution process on a specific matter.

8. “Education Program or Activity” means any location, event, or circumstance
over which the District exercised substantial control over both the Respondent
and the context in which the harassment occurred.

9. “Formal Complaint” means a written document or electronic submission signed
and filed by a Complainant or signed by the Title IX Coordinator alleging sexual
harassment against a Respondent and requesting that the District investigate
the sexual harassment allegation.

10.“Grievance Process” is the process by which the District investigates and
determines responsibility for Formal Complaints.

11.%Investigator” is the person designated by the District to investigate a Title IX
Formal Complaint. The Investigator cannot be the same person as the
Decision-Maker, Appeats Officer, or person designated to facilitate an informal
resolution process on a specific matter. The Title IX Coordinator may serve as
the Investigator on a particular investigation, unless the Title IX Coordinator has
a conflict of interest or bias.

12.“Report” means an account of alleged Title X sexual harassment made by any
person (regardless of whether the reporting party is the alleged victim).

13."Respondent” is a person who has been reported to be the perpetrator of
conduct that could constitute Title IX sexual harassment.

14,"Supportive Measures” are non-disciplinary, non-punitive, individualized
supports offered and implemented by the Title IX Coordinator as appropriate,
as reasonably available, and at no-cost to the Complainant and the
Respondent before or after the filing of a Formal Complaint or when no Formal
Complaint has been filed. Supportive measures are designed to restore or
preserve equal access to the District's education program or activity without
unreasonably burdening the other party, including measures designed to
protect the safety of all parties or the District's educational environment, or
deter sexual harassment.
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15."Title IX Coordinator” is the person(s) designated by the District to coordinate
the District’s Title IX compliance. The Title IX Coordinator may not be the same
person as the Appeals Officer or Decision-Maker on any matter. A person not
serving as a Title IX Coordinator in a particular matter is not disqualified from
serving in another role in that matter. The Title IX Coordinator may also serve
as the Investigator or person designated to facilitate an informal resolution
process on a particular investigation, unless the Title IX Coordinator signed the
Formal Complaint.

Posting Requirement

The Title IX Coordinator's contact information (name or title, office address,
electronic mail address, and telephone number), along with the District's Title EX
nondiscrimination statement, must be prominently posted on the District's website
and in any catalogs or handbooks provided to applicants for admission or
employment, students, parents/guardians, and unions or professional
organizations with a collective bargaining or professional agreement with the
District.

The District will provide notice of this Policy to all applicants, students,
parents/guardians, employees, and unions or professional organizations with a
collective bargaining or professional agreement with the District by prominently
posting this Policy on its website and referencing this Policy in its handbooks,
which will include the Title IX Coordinator’s name or title, office address, electronic
mail address, and telephone number.

. Designation of Title IX Coordinator

All Coordinators, including the Title IX Coordinator, are identified in Policy 3115B.

. Reporting Title IX Sexual Harassment:

A person may make a report of sexual harassment or retaliation at any time.
Reports may be made in person, by mail, by telephone, or by electronic mail, using
the contact information listed for the Title IX Coordinator, or by any other means
that result in the Title IX Coordinator receiving the person’s verbal or written report.

Any District empioyee who receives a report of sexual harassment or has actual
knowledge of possible sexual harassment must convey that information to the Title
IX Coordinator by the end of the next day.

Any other person who witnesses an act of sexual harassment is encouraged to
report it to a District employee and may do so anonymously. No person will be
retaliated against based on any report of suspected sexual harassment or
retaliation.

General Response to Sexual Harassment

1. District’'s Obligation to Respond without Deliberate Indifference
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Upon actual knowledge of Title IX sexual harassment, the Title IX Coordinator
must respond promptly in a manner that is not deliberately indifferent. The
District will be deemed to be deliberately indifferent only if its response to sexual
harassment is clearly unreasonable in light of the known circumstances.

If the Title IX Coordinator receives a report of sexual harassment and the
Complainant does not file a Formal Complaint, the Title IX Coordinator must
evaluate the information and determine whether to sign and file a Formal
Complaint. If the Title IX Coordinator determines not to sign and file a Formal
Complaint, the Title 1X Coordinator must address the allegations in a manner
that is not deliberately indifferent.

2. Response to Report of Title IX Sexual Harassment

Upon receipt of a report of sexual harassment, the Title IX Coordinator must
promptly contact the Complainant to discuss the availability of supportive
measures, consider the Complainant's wishes with respect to supportive
measures, inform the Complainant of the availability of supportive measures
with or without the filing of a Formal Complaint, and explain to the Complainant
the process for filing a Formal Complaint.

3. Formal Complaint Filed

Upon the receipt of a Formal Complaint, the District must follow the Grievance
Process in Section F of this Policy. A Formal Complaint may be submitted using
a designated Title IX Sexual Harassment Formal Complaint Form.

4. Equitable Treatment

The District will treat the Complainant and Respondent equitably throughout
the Grievance Process, which may include offering supportive measures as
described in Subsection E(6) of this Policy.

5. Documentation and Recordkeeping

The Title 1X Coordinator will document all sexual harassment reports and all
incidents of sexual harassment that the Title IX Coordinator receives or
personally observes.

The District will retain this documentation in accordance with applicable record
retention requirements in Section N of this Policy.

6. Supportive Measures

After receiving a report of Title IX sexual harassment, the Title 1X Coordinator
must promptly contact the Compfainant to discuss the availability of supportive
measures, with or without the filing of a Formal Complaint. If the District does
not provide a Complainant with supportive measures, then the Title IX
Coordinator must document the reasons why such a response was not clearly
unreasonabile in light of the known circumstances.
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The District may provide, as appropriate, non-disciplinary, non-punitive
individualized services to the Complainant or Respondent before or after the
filing of a Formal Complaint or when no Formal Complaint has been filed.

Supportive measures should be designed to restore or preserve equal access
to the District's education program or activity without unreasonably burdening
the other party.

Supportive measures are offered without charge and are designed to protect
the safety of all parties or the District’s educational environment, or deter sexual
harassment.

Supportive measures may include, but are not limited to:

a. District-provided counseling;

b. Course-related adjustments, such as deadline extensions;
¢. Maodifications to class or work schedules;

d. Provision of an escort to ensure that the Complainant and Respondent can
safely attend classes and school activities; and

e. No-contact orders.

All supportive measures must be kept confidential, to the extent that
maintaining such confidentiality would not impair the District’s ability to provide
the supportive measures.

7. Respondent Removal
a. Emergency Removal (Student)

The District may only remove a student Respondent from a District program
or activity if, following an individualized safety and risk analysis, the District
determines that there is an immediate threat to the physical health or safety
of any student or other person arising from the sexual harassment
allegations. The District must provide the Respondent with notice and an
opportunity to immediately challenge the removal decision. This provision
may not be construed to modify any rights under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

b. Administrative Leave (Employee)

The District may place an employee Respondent on non-disciplinary
administrative leave during the pendency of the Grievance Process. This
provision may not be construed to modify any rights under Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Law Fiam, P.C.
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8. Law Enforcement

In appropriate circumstances, a District employee will notify law enforcement
or Child Protective Services, consistent with Policies 4202, 5201, and 5701.

The District will attempt to comply with all law enforcement requests for
cooperation with related law enforcement activity. In some circumstances,
compliance with law enforcement requests may require the District to briefly
suspend or delay its investigation. If an investigation is delayed, the District will
notify the parties in writing of the delay and the reasons for the delay.

if the District’s investigation is suspended or delayed, supportive measures will
continue during the suspension or delay. If the law enforcement agency does
not notify the District within 10 days that the District’s investigation may resume,
the District will notify the law enforcement agency that the District intends to
promptly resume its investigation.

F. Grievance Process
1. Generally

The Grievance Process begins when a Formal Complaint is filed or when the
Title 1X Coordinator signs a Formal Complaint and concludes the date the
parties receive the Appeals Officer’s written decision or the date on which an
appeal is no longer timely. The District will endeavor to complete the Grievance
Process within 90-120 days, absent extenuating circumstances or delays as
described below. The District will treat both the Complainant and the
Respondent equitably throughout the Grievance Process.

Neither the Title {X Coordinator, the Decision-Maker, the Investigator, Appeals
Officer, nor any person designated to facilitate an informal resolution process
will have a conflict of interest or bias for or against Complainants or
Respondents generally or for or against an individual Complainant or
Respondent.

The Grievance Process requires an objective evaluation of all relevant
evidence — including both inculpatory and exculpatory evidence. Credibility
determinations may not be based on a person’s status as a Complainant,
Respondent, or witness.

Throughout the Grievance Process, there is a presumption that the
Respondent is not responsible for the alleged conduct unless, in the
determination of responsibility, the Decision-Maker finds the Respondent
responsible for the alleged conduct.

At any point, the Title IX Coordinator, Investigator, Decision-Maker, or Appeals
Officer may temporarily delay the Grievance Process or permit a limited
extension of time frames for good cause. Good cause may include, but is not
limited to, absence of a party, party's advisor, or witness; concurrent law
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enforcement activity; or the need for accommodations (e.g., language
assistance or accommodation of disabilities). If there is a delay or extension,
the parties will receive written notice of the delay or extension and the reasons
for the action.

Any disciplinary action resulting from the Grievance Process will be issued in
accordance with District Policy, as applicable, and any applicable codes of
conduct, handbooks, collective bargaining agreements, and individual
employee contracts.

After the investigation portion of the Grievance Process has concluded, the
Decision-Maker will endeavor to issue a determination of responsibility within
30 days, absent extenuating circumstances.

2. Notice of Allegations

Upon receipt of a Formal Complaint, the District must provide written notice to
the parties who are known at the time that includes:

a. A copy of this Policy, which includes the District's Grievance Process, and
any informal resolution process;

b. The sexual harassment allegations, including sufficient details known at the
time and with sufficient time so that parties may prepare a response before
the initial interview. Sufficient details include parties involved in the incident,
if known; the alleged conduct constituting sexual harassment; and the date
and time of the alleged incident;

¢. A statement that the Respondent is presumed not responsible for the
alleged conduct;

d. A statement that a determination of responsibility is made at the Grievance
Process’s conclusion;

e. A statement that the parties may have an advisor of their choice, who may
be an attorney, although any attorney or advisor who is not a District
employee will be at the party’'s own cost;

f. A statement that the parties will be provided an opportunity to inspect and
review any evidence before the investigation report is finalized; and

If the Complainant or Respondent is a student, and the District's Student Code
of Conduct addresses false statements by students during an investigation or
the disciplinary process, a citation to that portion of the Code of Conduct. If,
during the course of an investigation, the Investigator decides to investigate
allegations that are not included in the initial notice, the District will provide
notice of the additional allegations to the Complainant and Respondent.

3. Informal Resolution
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During the Grievance Process, after a Formal Complaint has been filed but
before a determination of responsibility has been made, the District may offer
to facilitate an informal resolution process, or either party may request the
informal resolution process. A Formal Complaint must be filed to initiate the
informal resolution process.

Informal resolution does not require a full investigation and may encompass a
broad range of conflict resolution strategies, including, but not limited to,
arbitration, mediation, or restorative justice. The Title IX Coordinator will
determine the informal resolution process that will be used, including the
person who will facilitate that process.

Informal resoclution is not available for a Formal Complaint alleging that an
employee sexually harassed a student.

A party is not required to participate in an informal resolution process.

When offering informal resolution, the Title IX Coordinator must (1) provide both
parties written notice of their rights in an informal resolution; and (2) obtain
written, voluntary consent from both parties to enter into the informal resolution
process. The written notice must contain the:

a. Allegations;

b. Informal resolution requirements, including the circumstances under which
the informal resolution precludes the parties from resuming a Formal
Complaint arising from the same allegations;

¢. Right to withdraw from informal resolution and resume the Grievance
Process at any time prior to a final resolution; and

d. Any consequences resulting from participating in the informal resolution
process, including the records that will be maintained or that could be
disclosed.

4. Investigation

The District has the burden of proof and the burden to gather evidence sufficient
to reach a determination of responsibility.

a. Investigation Process

The District will not require, allow, rely upon, or otherwise use questions or
evidence that constitute, or seek disclosure of, information protected under
a legally recognized privilege unless the person holding the privilege has
waived the privilege in writing.

The District may not access, consider, disclose, or otherwise use a party's
medical records, including mental health records, which are made and
maintained by a healthcare provider in connection with the party’s treatment
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unless the District obtains that party’s voluntary, written consent to do so for
the Grievance Process.

The Investigator must provide an equal opportunity for the parties to present
witnesses, including fact and expert withesses, and other inculpatory or
exculpatory evidence. The Investigator cannot restrict parties from
discussing the allegations under investigation, nor can the Investigator
restrict parties from gathering or presenting relevant evidence.

Parties may be accompanied by an advisor of their choice, including an
attorney, during the Grievance Procedure. If a party chooses an advisor who
is not a District employee, the District is not responsible for any associated
costs. The Investigator or Title IX Coordinator may establish restrictions
regarding the extent to which the advisor may participate in the
proceedings, as long as the restrictions apply equally to both parties (e.g.,
abusive, disruptive behavior or language will not be tolerated; advisor will
not interrupt the investigator to ask questions of witnesses).

The Investigator must provide the date, time, location, participants, and
purpose of all hearings (if any), investigative interviews, and meetings, to a
party whose participation is invited or expected. Written notice must be
provided a sufficient time in advance so that a party may prepare to
participate.

As described in Section L of this Policy, retaliation against a person for
making a complaint or participating in an investigation is prohibited.

The Investigator must ensure that the Complainant and Respondent have
an equal opportunity to inspect and review any evidence obtained as part
of the investigation so that each party has the opportunity to meaningfully
respond to the evidence before the investigation’s conclusion. This
evidence includes (1) evidence upon which the District does not intend to
rely in reaching a determination regarding responsibility, and (2) inculpatory
or exculpatory evidence obtained from any source.

Before the investigation’s completion, the Investigator must send to each
party and the party’s advisor, if any, the evidence subject to inspection and
review in an electronic format or a hard copy, and the parties must have at
least 10 calendar days to submit a written response to the Investigator. The
party's response must be considered by the Investigator before completing
the final investigation report.

Investigation Report

The Investigator must create an investigation report that fairly summarizes
relevant evidence and submit the investigation report to the Decision-
Maker.
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At least 10 calendar days before a determination of responsibility is issued,
the Investigator must send the investigation report to each party for review
and written response. Written responses to the investigation report must be
submitted directly to the Decision-Maker.

The Investigator will endeavor to complete the investigation and finalize the
report within 60 days.

5. Determination of Responsibility

The Decision-Maker cannot be the same person as the Title IX Coordinator,
Investigator, Appeals Officer, or person designated to facilitate an informal
resolution process.

Before the Decision-Maker reaches a determination of responsibility, and after
the Investigator has sent the investigation report to the parties, the Decision-
Maker must:

a. Afford each party the opportunity to submit written, relevant questions that
a party wants asked of any party or witness; and

b. Provide each party with the answers, and allow for additional, limited follow-
up questions from each party.

Questions and evidence about the Complainant's sexual predisposition or prior
sexual behavior are not relevant unless offered to prove that someone other
than the Respondent committed the alleged misconduct, or the questions and
evidence concern specific incidents of the Complainant’s prior sexual behavior
with respect to the Respondent and are offered to prove consent.

If the Decision-Maker decides to exclude questions from either party as not
retevant, the Decision-Maker must explain the decision to the party proposing
the questions.

The Decision-Maker must issue a written determination of responsibility based
on a preponderance of the evidence standard (i.e., more likely than not)
simultaneously to both parties. The written determination of responsibility must
include:

a. ldentification of the sexual harassment allegations;

b. Description of the procedural steps taken from the receipt of the Formal
Complaint through the determination of responsibility, including any:

i. Notification to the parties;
ii. Party and witness interviews;
iii. Site visits;

iv. Methods used to collect evidence:; and
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v. Hearings held.
c. Factual findings that support the determination;

d. Conclusions about the application of any relevant code of conduct, policy,
law, or rule to the facts;

e. A statement of, and rationale for, the result as to each allegation, including:
i. A determination of responsibility;

il. Any disciplinary action taken against the Respondent (consistent with
Policies 4309, 4407, 4506, 4606, or 5206, as applicable, and any
applicable codes of conduct, handbooks, collective bargaining
agreements, or individual employee contracts); and

iii. Whether remedies designed to restore and preserve equal access to the
District's education program or activity will be provided to the
Complainant.

f. Appeal rights.
6. Appeals

Notice of the determination of responsibility or dismissal decision must include
notice of the parties’ appeal rights.

Both parties may appeal a determination of responsibility or the decision to
dismiss a Formal Complaint in whole or in part for the following reasons only:

a. A procedural irregularity that affected the outcome.

b. New evidence that was not reasonably available at the time the
determination of responsibility or dismissal decision was made that could
affect the outcome.

c. The Title IX Coordinator, Investigator, or Decision-Maker had a conflict of
interest or bias for or against the Complainant or Respondent, generally or
individually, that affected the outcome.

An appeal must be filed with the Title IX Coordinator within 5 calendar days of
the date of the determination of responsibility or dismissal decision.

Upon receipt of an appeal, the Title 1X Coordinator will assign an Appeals
Officer who will provide both parties written notice of the appeal and an equal
opportunity to submit a written statement in support of, or challenging, the
determination or dismissal decision.

The Appeals Officer must provide a written decision describing the result of the
appeal and the rationale for the result to both parties simultaneously. The
Appeals Officer will endeavor to decide an appeal within 30 days.
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The Appeals Officer cannot be the same person who acts as the Title IX
Coordinator, Investigator, Decision-Maker, or person designated to facilitate an
informal resoiution process on the same matter. The Appeals Officer also
cannot have a conflict of interest or bias against Complainants and
Respondents generally or individually.

The determination of responsibility is final upon the date the parties receive the
Appeals Officer's written decision or on the date on which an appeal is no
longer timely.

G. Dismissal

1. Mandatory Dismissals

The Title IX Coordinator must dismiss a Formal Complaint if:

a.

C.

The Formal Complaint's allegations, even if substantiated, would not
constitute sexual harassment as defined in this Policy;

The Formal Complaint’s allegations did not occur in the District’s programs
or activities; or

The Formal Complaint's allegations did not occur in the United States.

2. Discretionary Dismissals

The Title IX Coordinator may dismiss a Formal Complaint if:

a.

b.

C.

The Complainant notifies the Title IX Coordinator in writing that the
Complainant wishes to withdraw the Formal Complaint in whole or in part;

The Respondent’s enroliment or employment ends; or

Specific circumstances prevent the District from gathering evidence
sufficient to reach a determination (e.g., several years have passed
between alleged misconduct and Formal Complaint filing, Complainant
refuses or ceases to cooperate with Grievance Process).

The Title IX Coordinator will promptly and simultaneously notify both parties when
a Formal Complaint is dismissed. The notice must include the reasons for
mandatory or discretionary dismissal and the right to appeal. Appeal rights are
discussed above in Subsection F(6) of this Policy.

Dismissal of a Formal Complaint under this Policy does not excuse or preclude the
District from investigating alleged violations of other policy, rule, or law, or from
issuing appropriate discipline based on the results of the investigation.

H. Consolidation of Complaints

The Title IX Coordinator or Investigator may consolidate Formal Complaints where
the allegations arise out of the same facts or circumstances. Where a Grievance
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Process involves more than one Complainant or more than one Respondent,
references in this Policy to the singular "party,” “Complainant,” or “Respondent”
include the plural, as applicable.

I. Remedies and Disciplinary Sanctions

The District will take appropriate and effective measures to promptly remedy the
effects of sexual harassment. The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for the
effective implementation of any remedies.

Appropriate remedies will be based on the circumstances and may include, but are
not limited to:

1. Providing an escort to ensure that the Complainant and Respondent can safely
attend classes and school activities;

2. Offering the parties school-based counseling services, as necessary,

3. Providing the parties with academic support services, such as tutoring, as
necessary;

4. Rearranging course or work schedules, to the extent practicable, to minimize
contact between the Complainant and Respondent;

5. Moving the Complainant’s or the Respondent’s locker or work space;
6. Issuing a “no contact” directive between the Complainant and Respondent;
7. Providing counseling memoranda with directives or recommendations.

These remedies may also be available to any other student or person who is or
was affected by the sexual harassment.

The District will impose disciplinary sanctions consistent with District Policy, as
applicable, and any applicable codes of conduct, handbooks, collective bargaining
agreements, or individual employee contracts. Discipline may range from warning
or reprimand to termination of employment, or student suspension or expulsion.

After a determination of responsibility, the Title IX Coordinator should consider
whether broader remedies are required, which may include, but are not limited to:

1. Assemblies reminding students and staff of their obligations under this Policy
and applicable handbooks;

2. Additional staff training;
3. Aclimate survey; or

4. Letters to students, staff, and parents/guardians reminding persons of their
obligations under this Policy and applicable handbooks.
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If the Complainant or Respondent is a student with a disability, the District will
convene an |IEP or Section 504 Team meeting to determine if additional or different
programs, services, accommodations, or supports are required to ensure that the
Complainant or Respondent continues to receive a free appropriate public
education. Any disciplinary action taken against a Respondent who is a student
with a disability must be made in accordance with Policy 5206B and the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

J. False Statements

Any person who knowingly makes a materially false statement in bad faith during
a Title IX investigation will be subject to discipline, up to and including discharge
or permanent expulsion. A dismissal or determination that the Respondent did not
violate this Policy is not sufficient, on its own, to conclude that a person made a
materially false statement in bad faith.

K. Confidentiality

The District will keep confidential the identity of a person who reports sexual
harassment or files a Formal Complaint, including parties and witnesses, except
as permitted or required by law or to carry out any provision of this Policy,
applicable regulations, or laws.

L. Retaliation

Retaliation (e.g., intimidation, threats, coercion) for the purpose of interfering with
a person’'s rights under Title |X is prohibited. This prohibition applies to retaliation
against any person who makes a report, files a Formal Complaint, or participates
in, or refuses to participate in a Title IX proceeding. Complaints alleging retaliation
may be pursued in accordance with District Policy.

The exercise of rights protected under the First Amendment does not constitute
retaliation prohibited by this Section.

When processing a report or Formal Complaint of sexual harassment, pursuing
discipline for other conduct arising out of the same facts or circumstances
constitutes retaliation if done for the purpose of interfering with that person'’s rights
under Title IX.

Any person who engages in retaliation will be disciplined in accordance with
District Policy, as applicable, and any applicable codes of conduct, handbooks,
collective bargaining agreements, and individual employee contracts.

M. Training

All District employees must be trained on how to identify and report sexual
harassment.
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Any person designated as a Title IX Coordinator, Investigator, Decision-Maker,
Appeals Officer, or any person who facilitates an informal resolution process must
be trained on the following:

1. The definition of sexual harassment;
2. The scope of the District's education programs or activities;

3. How to conduct an investigation and the District’'s grievance process, including,
as applicable, hearings, appeals, and informal resolution processes; and

4. How to serve impartially, including avoiding prejudgment of the facts at issue,
conflicts of interest, and bias.

Investigators must receive training on how to prepare an investigation report as
outlined in Subsection F(4)(b} above, including, but not limited to, issues of
relevance.

Decision-Makers and Appeals Officers must receive training on issues of evidence
and questioning, including, but not limited to, when questions about a
Complainant’s prior sexual history or disposition are not relevant.

Any materials used to train District employees who act as Title IX Coordinators,
Investigators, Decision-Makers, Appeals Officers, or who facilitate an informal
resolution process must not rely on sex stereotypes and must promote impartial
investigations and adjudications of Formal Complaints. These training materials
must be posted on the District’s website.

N. Record Keeping

The District will maintain records related to reports of alleged Title IX sexual
harassment for a minimum of seven years. This retention requirement applies to
investigation records, disciplinary sanctions, remedies, appeals, and records of
any action taken, such as supportive measures.

The District will also retain any materials used to train Title X Coordinators,
Investigators, Decision-Makers, Appeals Officers, and any person designated to
facilitate an informal resolution process.

0. Office for Civil Rights

Any person who believes that he or she was the victim of sexual harassment may
file a complaint with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR} at any time:

U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights
1350 Euclid Avenue, Suite 325
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
Phone: (216) 522-4970
E-mail: OCR.Cleveland@ed.gov
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An OCR complaint may be filed before, during, or after filing a Formal Complaint
with the District. A person may forego filing a Formal Complaint with the District
and instead file a complaint directly with OCR. The District recommends that a
person who has been subjected to sexual harassment also file a Formal Complaint
with the District to ensure that the District is able to take steps to prevent any further
harassment and to discipline the alleged perpetrator, if necessary. OCR does not
serve as an appellate body for District decisions under this Policy. An investigation
by OCR will occur separately from any District investigation.

Legal authority: Education Amendments Act of 1972, 20 USC §§1681 - 1688; 34 CFR
Part 106

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
Date revised: February 17, 2025
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Series 5000: Students, Curriculum, and Academic Matters
5200 Student Conduct and Discipline
5207 Anti-Bullying Policy

All types of bullying, including cyberbullying, without regard to subject matter or motivating
animus, are prohibited.

A. Prohibited Conduct

1. Bullying, including cyberbullying, a student at school is prohibited. Bullying is
any written, verbal, or physical act, or electronic communication that is intended
to or that a reasonable person would know is likely to harm one or more
students directly or indirectly by doing any of the following:

a. substantially interfering with a student’s educational opportunities, benefits,
or programs;

b. adversely affecting a student's ability to participate in or benefit from the
District's educational programs or activities by placing the student in
reasonable fear of physical harm or by causing substantial emotional
distress;

c. having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a student’s physical
or mental health; or

d. causing substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the
District's orderly operations.

2. Retaliation or false accusations against the target of bullying, anyone reporting
bullying, a witness, or another person with reliable information about an act of
bullying, are prohibited.

B. Reporting an Incident

If a student, staff member, or other person suspects there has been a bullying
incident, the person must promptly report the incident to the building principal or
designee, or to the Responsible School Official(s), as defined below.

A report may be made in person, by telephone, or in writing (including electronic
transmissions). If a bullying incident is reported to a staff member who is not the
building principal, designee, or a Responsible School Official, the staff member
must promptly report the incident to the building principal, designee, or a
Responsible School Official.

To encourage reporting of suspected bullying or related activities, each building
principal, after consulting the Responsible School Official(s), will create, publicize,
and implement a system for anonymous reports. The system must emphasize that
the District’s ability to investigate anonymous reports may be limited.
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Complaints that the building principal has bullied a student must be reported to the
Superintendent. Complaints that the Superintendent has bullied a student must be
reported to the Board President.

Investigation

All bullying complaints will be promptly investigated. The building principal or
designee will conduct the investigation, unless the building principal or
Superintendent is the subject of the investigation. If the building principal is the
subject of the investigation, the Superintendent or designee will conduct the
investigation. If the Superintendent is the subject of the investigation, the Board
President will designate a neutral party to conduct the investigation.

A description of each reported incident, along with all investigation materials and
conclusions reached, will be documented and retained.

Notice to Parent/Guardian

If the investigator determines that a bullying incident has occurred, the District wiil
promptly notify the victim’s and perpetrator’s parent/guardian in writing.

. Annual Reports

At least annually, the building principal or designee, or the Responsible School
Official, must report all verified bullying incidents and the resulting consequences,
including any disciplinary action or referrals, to the Board.

The District will annually report incidents of bullying to MDE in the form and manner
prescribed by MDE.

. Responsible School Official

The Superintendent is the “Responsible School Official” for this Policy and is
responsible for ensuring that this Policy is properly implemented. This appointment
does not reduce or eliminate the duties and responsibilities of the building principal
or designee as described in this Policy.

Posting/Publication of Policy

The Superintendent or designee will ensure that this Policy is available on the
District's website and incorporated into student handbooks and other relevant
school publications.

The Superintendent or designee will submit this Policy to the MDE within 30 days
after its adoption.

Definitions

1. “At school” means in a classroom, elsewhere on school premises, on a school
bus or other school-related vehicle, or at a school-sponsored activity or event
whether it is held on school premises. “At school” also includes any conduct
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2.

3.

using a telecommunications access device or telecommunications service
provider that occurs off school premises if the device or provider is owned by
or under the control of the District.

“Telecommunications access device” means any of the following:

a. any instrument, device, card, plate, code, telephone number, account
number, personal identification number, electronic serial number, mobile
identification number, counterfeit number, or financial transaction device
defined in MCL 750.157m (e.g., an electronic funds transfer card, a credit
card, a debit card, a point-of-sale card, or any other instrument or means of
access to a credit, deposit, or proprietary account) that alone or with another
device can acquire, transmit, intercept, provide, receive, use, or otherwise
facilitate the use, acquisition, interception, provision, reception, and
transmission of any telecommunications service; or

b. any type of instrument, device, machine, equipment, technology, or
software that facilitates telecommunications or which is capable of
transmitting, acquiring, intercepting, decrypting, or receiving any telephonic,
electronic, data, intemet access, audio, video, microwave, or radio
transmissions, signals, telecommunications, or services, including the
receipt, acquisition, interception, transmission, retransmission, or
decryption of all telecommunications, transmissions, signals, or services
provided by or through any cable tefevision, fiber optic, telephone, satellite,
microwave, data transmission, radio, internet based or wireless distribution
network, system, or facility, or any part, accessory, or component, including
any computer circuit, security module, smart card, software, computer chip,
pager, cellular telephone, personal communications device, transponder,
receiver, modem, electronic mechanism or other component, accessory, or
part of any other device that is capable of facilitating the interception,
transmission, retransmission, decryption, acquisition, or reception of any
telecommunications, transmissions, signals, or services.

“Telecommunications service provider” means any of the following:

a. a person or entity providing a telecommunications service, whether directly
or indirectly as a reseller, including, but not limited to, a cellular, paging, or
other wireless communications company or other person or entity which, for
a fee, supplies the facility, cell site, mobile telephone switching office, or
other equipment or telecommunications service;

b. a person or entity owning or operating any fiber optic, cable television,
satellite, internet based, telephone, wireless, microwave, data transmission,
or radio distribution system, network, or facility; or

c. a person or entity providing any telecommunications service directly or
indirectly by or through any distribution systems, networks, or facilities.

Legal authority: MCL 380.1310b; MCL 750.157m, 750.219a
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Series 3000: Operations, Finance, and Property

3100 General Operations

3116 District Technology and Acceptable Use

The Board will provide students, staff, volunteers, and other authorized users access to
the District's technology resources, including its computers and network resources, in a
manner that encourages responsible use. Any use of District technology resources that
violates federal or state law is expressly prohibited.

A. Children’s Internet Protection Act

The Board complies with the Children’s Internet Protection Act ("CIPA") and directs
its administration to:

1.

Monitor minors’ online activities and use technology protection measures on
the District’s computers with internet access to block minors’ access to visual
depictions that are obscene, constitute child pornography, or are harmful to
minors. The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image
file, or other visual depiction that:

a. taken as a whole and as to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in nudity,
sex, or excretion;

b. depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way as to what is
suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact,
actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of
the genitals; and

c. taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value
for minors.

Use technology protection measures on the District's computers with internet
access to block all access to visual depictions that are obscene or that
constitute child pornography. The technology protection measures may be
disabled by authorized personnel during adult use to enable access to bona
fide research or for other lawful purposes. The Superintendent or designee will
determine which District personnel are authorized to disable the protection
measures.

Educate minors about appropriate online behavior, including interacting with
other people on social networking websites and chat rooms, as well as
cyberbullying awareness and response.

Prohibit access by minors to inappropriate matter on the internet.

Prohibit unauthorized access, including hacking and other unlawful online
activity by minors.
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6. Prohibit the unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal
identification information about minors.

7. Restrict minors' access to materials that are inappropriate for minors. The
Board defines materials that are “inappropriate for minors” to include obscene
depictions, child pornography, and any other material harmful to minors.

8. Encourage the safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat
rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communication.

The Superintendent or designee will take steps necessary to implement this Policy
and to otherwise comply with CIPA.

. Acceptable Use Agreement

The Superintendent or designee will develop, review, and revise as necessary an
acceptable use agreement that must be signed before a user is provided access
to the District’'s technology resources. Different acceptable use agreements may
be developed based on the user’s status. At a minimum, the Superintendent or
designee will develop an acceptable use agreement to be signed by each of the
following groups:

o adult users, including employees, volunteers, and Board members;
+ students in grades 7 and above and their Parent; and
¢ students in grades 6 and below and their Parent.

The acceptable use agreement must be consistent with this Policy and must
include, at a minimum, all of the following:

1. A statement that:

a. use of District technology resources is a privilege that may be revoked at
any time;

b. a user has no expectation of privacy when using District technology
resources,

c. District technology resources use may be monitored by the District and that
the use may be subject to FOIA or disclosure in litigation;

d. District technology resources may not be used to bully, harass, or intimidate
others;

e. misuse of District technology resources may result in loss of access to the
resources and potential disciplinary action; and

f. the District does not guarantee that the District's technology resources will
be error free or uninterrupted.



2. Provisions to protect the integrity of District technology resources, including a
requirement that each user only access the resources by using that user's
assigned user name and password.

3. Alist of what constitutes misuse of District technology resources.
4. A prohibition against:
accessing other user accounts or files without authorization;

a.
b. conducting personal business or activities;

12

accessing pornography;
d. communicating inappropriately with students;

e. accessing or downloading confidential student information which the
employee has no legitimate educational need to know; and

f. accessing or downloading unauthorized software or programs.

5. Arequirement that users report any material that is threatening, harassing, or
bullying.

6. A release of all claims and liability against the District for use of District
technology resources.

C. District Personnel Use
District personnel must comply with Policies 4215 and 4216.
D. State Assessments

During the administration of state assessments (e.g., WIDA, M-STEP, etc.), unless
otherwise permitted by this subsection, students and District personnel, including
those individuals acting as test administrators, are prohibited from possessing,
using, wearing, or otherwise accessing any electronic devices not being actively
used for testing purposes when in an active testing session or while on a break
when in an active testing session. Pictures, videos, or other communications
regarding test content are prohibited during all testing and breaks.

For the purposes of this subsection, an “electronic device” includes any electronic
device that can be used to record, transmit, or receive information not used for
testing, including but not limited to computers, tablets, iPads, e-readers, smart
watches (including Fitbits), smartphones and cell phones, Bluetooth headphones
or smart earbuds, or smart glasses.

The Superintendent and building principals are authorized to develop additional
building-level rules related to state assessments so long as those rules are not in
conflict with this subsection.
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1. Students

a. Students shall leave all electronic devices outside of the testing room or
shall power off all electronic devices and surrender them to the test
administrator for collection prior to beginning the testing session.

b. If an additional electronic device is medically necessary for a testing
student, the device must be left with the test administrator, unless the
student is required to possess the device, in which case the test must be
administered to the student by a test administrator in a one-on-one setting
and the student must be actively monitored at all times while testing.

c. During the testing sessions or breaks, students may not access any
additional websites or applications on a device used for testing.

2. Test Administrators

a. Test administrators or other District personnel monitoring or troubleshooting
the administration of state assessments must:

i. Ensure that all background applications and alternative websites are
disabled on testing devices.

ii. Actively monitor students in the testing room and verify that students do
not have access to additional electronic devices before, during, and after
testing, including breaks.

iii. Refrain from disturbing the testing environment, including through
texting, speaking, or using electronic devices for non-testing purposes
(e.g., to complete other work). Test administrators must silence all
electronic devices. Test administrators may wear a wearable electronic
device (e.g., smart watch or Fitbit), but must ensure that the device is in
airplane mode during test administration.

b. Test administrators may use electronic devices to alert other personnel of
issues or emergencies requiring assistance. Such other personnel may use
their electronic devices for troubleshooting purposes but should exit the
testing room when engaging in those communications.

3. Penalties

The failure to comply with this subsection may result, as applicable, in
employee or student disciplinary action and such consequences as deemed
necessary or appropriate by the Michigan Department of Education (e.g.,
invalidation of an individual student’'s test, or misadministration of the entire
testing session and invalidation of all the students’ tests).

E. Public Access to Technology
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1. Pursuant to the Michigan Library Privacy Act, each school library offering public
access to the internet or a computer, computer program, computer network, or
computer system (a “Qualifying School Library”) will limit minors to only use or
view those terminals that do not receive material that is obscene, sexually
explicit, or harmful to minors. Persons age 18 or older, or a minor accompanied
by the minor’s Parent, may access a school library terminal that is not restricted
from receiving such material, if any.

2. Only when a Qualifying School Library offers public access as described in
subsection D.1., the District must designate at least 1 terminal that is not
restricted from receiving such material and at least 1 terminal that is restricted
from receiving such material. Library staff must take steps to ensure that minors
not accompanied by a Parent do not access the unrestricted terminal. The
Superintendent or designee will determine which employees will impiement
subsection D in each Qualifying School Library.

3. As used in this Policy, “terminal” means a device used to access the internet or
a computer, computer program, computer network, or computer system.

Legal authority: 47 USC 254; MCL 397.602, 397.606
Date adopted: August 15, 2022

Date revised: March 20, 2023

Date revised: August 19, 2024

© 2024 |1 THRUN

Law Firu, P.C.
POLICY ARAVIED



Series 5000: Students, Curriculum, and Academic Matters
5200 Student Conduct and Discipline
5208 Student Acceptable Use and Internet Safety Policy

Student use of District technology is a privilege, not a right, and is governed by Policy
3116 and the applicable acceptable use agreement. As part of its Internet Safety Policy
the District must implement the rules and procedures identified in Policy 3116. A student's
failure to comply with Policy 3116 and the applicable acceptable use agreement may
result in discipline or loss of technology privileges.

Students have no expectation of privacy in or right to continued use of District technology
resources.

Date adopted: August 15, 2022
Date revised: August 19, 2024
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