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Clean Sweep

Tonya Hankerson, Literacy Coach at Meadowbrook
Elementary in Augusta, Georgia, developed a great small-
group activity to help kindergartners practice isolated initial,
medial and final phonemes. You will need three containers,
such as plastic bins of different colors, and a set of picture
cards, like those included with the TreeHouse materials for
the Voyager Universal Literacy System®.

Scatter the picture cards on the floor and ask students
to find all the cards with a specific initial phoneme and
sort them into one of the containers. Next, put all the
cards back on the floor and ask them to sort cards with a
specific final phoneme into a different container. Finally,
mix the cards up again, and have students sort the cards
with the middle phoneme into the last container. You can
also increase the difficulty by using a timer and giving
students only one minute to sort.

— Leslie . Thompson
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