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Play-Based Learning 

BPS Play-Based Learning Policy

“Play is a fundamental aspect of childhood 
and a powerful tool for learning, 
development, and well-being. The 
Bloomfield Board of Education recognizes 
the importance of play in the educational 
process and is committed to supporting and 
promoting play as an integral component for 
engaging students in all areas of the 
district’s curricula. Strategically aligning 
play-based learning with curriculum 
standards can help meet the Board’s goal to 
realize increased academic gains while 
improving executive function or 
self-regulation among all students.”
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https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/4093/bloomfieldpublic/4573153/6142.104_Play_Based_Learning_-_FINAL.pdf


Play-Based Learning 
What is “Play-Based Learning”? 
A pedagogical approach that emphasizes play in promoting learning and includes developmentally 
appropriate strategies that can be integrated with existing learning standards. “Play-based learning” 
does not mean time spent in recess or as part of a physical education course or instruction.

Guidance for Pre-K and Kindergarten 
● Play-based learning during the instructional time of each regular school day for all students in 

kindergarten and PK
● Must be incorporated and integrated into daily practice, allow for the needs of such students to 

be met through free play, guided play and games, and be predominantly free of the use of 
mobile electronics. 

Guidance for Grades 1-5 
● Teachers are permitted to utilize play-based learning during the instructional time of a regular 

school day for all students in grades one to five 
● Such play-based learning may be incorporated and integrated into daily practice, shall allow for 

the needs of such students to be met through free play, guided play and games, and shall be 
predominantly free of the use of mobile electronic devices.

● Any play-based learning utilized under this policy must comply with the individualized 
educational program (IEP) or plan pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended from time to time, for any student. 

● Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, play-based learning must be incorporated into annual 
professional development programming for pre-K through grade five teachers. 
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Professional Learning 

Laurel:
22-23 

Executive Functioning, Brain  Development
23-24 

Introduction to Play Based Learning, 
WECMS Site Visit

24-25 
Book Study, Connections to Science of 
Reading

District: March 20, 2024

Play-Based Learning 101

Audience: All Laurel Staff PK-2 required, Open to 
All PK-5 Staff

Presenters: Jennifer Dwyer, Principal of Laurel 
Literacy Academy, and Lisa Smith-Horn, 
Instructional Coach, Wintonbury

Wintonbury:
2022-2025 
● Process Art & Inquiry
● Big Body Movement (Spark 

Curriculum & Rock Climbing Wall)
● Tiered Vocab 
● Executive Functioning 
● NAEYC preparation
● Collaborative Play Conversations 

(Wintonbury hosts Laurel LIteracy 
Academy)

● Auerfarm Lesson Writing
● Reaching All Learners 
● (2021-22) Lisa Daly “Loose Part Play”
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Connecting the Dots
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Continuous Improvement 
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Curriculum Integration 
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Play-Based in Action 
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Play-Based in Action 
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Play-Based in Action 
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Play-Based in Action

March 12th- Wintonbury 
Instructional Open House
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Next Steps

● May 21st- Play-Based Site Visit 
● Continue Curriculum Development 
● Continue Focus Walks

13



Thank you


