
11/7: 9 Week Progress Grades

11/8: XC State Championships

11/11: No School Veterans Day

11/12: Parent Advisory Council Meeting, Fall Sports Banquet
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11/14: Unified Robotics Tournament

11/15: Robotics League Meet 1

11/17: 1st day of practice for Winter Sports

11/19: Winter Sports Parent Night

11/20: Picture retakes

11/21 and 11/24: Finals for Trimester 1
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Neah Kah Nie High School Student Council attended the 2 day OASC Fall Leadership conference in

Seaside, Oregon. Students engaged in workshops and networking activities with other councils

from all over the state. Our media team (Brady Douma, Ruby Hucek Marteeny, and Ansel

Albrechtsen) were invited to present to other students about their new media project- the 'Neah Kah

Nie News'. We are very grateful to the Mudd Nick Foundation for funding this experience for our

student leaders!
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Ms. Wortel's photography students presenting at CAFE Summit in Hillsboro last Friday about their

Portrait Project. Their presentation shared narratives about what equity and inclusion truly mean in

our small, rural Oregon town. They spoke candidly about the challenges of limited resources,

feeling isolated due to our unique backgrounds, and the moments when a teacher's simple act of

acknowledgment made them feel seen. Great job to Starla Rootlieb, Ellie Conner, Acacia

Christenson, and Maleena Anderson for representing us well!
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Congratulations to Karsten Johansen for being recognized as Neah-Kah-Nie High School's Rotary

Student of the Month! Karsten's Service Above Self shines through his dedication to supporting

fellow students on the NKN Robotics Team, embodying the spirit of mentorship and helpfulness.

Karsten is a central figure whose commitment reflects the very best of our Robotics team and the

Rotary core values of service, fellowship, diversity, integrity, and leadership. Congratulations

Karsten and Go Pirates!

The Meaning Behind “Memaloose”

If you’ve spent time along Tillamook Bay, you may recognize the name Memaloose — as in the

Memaloose Boat Launch on the way toward Cape Meares. The word memaloose comes from the

Chinook Wawa (Chinook trade language) term memalust, meaning “to die.” This name appears
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across the Pacific Northwest, especially along the Columbia River,

where several islands and landmarks known as “Memaloose” mark

traditional burial places.

Along our coast, this word reflects a deep cultural landscape

shaped by generations of Indigenous peoples. The Cape Meares

area, for instance, sits within the ancestral homelands of the

Tillamook people, the southernmost Salish-speaking peoples

whose descendants are part of the Clatsop tribe and the

Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde. Salish peoples, including the Tillamook, are known to have

practiced tree burials — placing canoes containing the bodies and belongings of loved ones in

specially prepared trees, high above the ground.

One such tree, often called the “Octopus Tree,” is a large, multi-limbed Sitka spruce estimated to be

200–300 years old. While it’s unclear whether this specific tree was used for burials, it stands near

areas known to have been part of these sacred practices.

Today, names like Memaloose remind us that our landscapes hold layers of meaning — histories of

care, ceremony, and connection that long predate modern markers. These places are not mysteries;

they are monuments.

At Neah-Kah-Nie High School, we honor the history of the land we currently occupy and recognize

those who came before us. Happy Indigenous People's Month.

Our community offers many programs to support families in need. Please take a moment to review

this resource guide to learn about local services available to you and your loved ones. Scan the QR

code or visit https://bit.ly/3XfwOIh
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Every month, the HS will be recognizing the class with the highest

rate of Regular Attenders. Regular attenders are the students who

have a 90% or above attendance rate. Congratulations to the

Sophomore class for winning the month of October with a 75% of

students attending 90% or more of the time.

Freshman: 67% (down by 8% from September)

Sophomores: 75% (down by 2% from September)

Juniors: 73% (down by 8% from September)

Seniors: 68% (stable)

Overall Regular Attender Rate: 71% (down by 4%)
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Mr. Lehr offers after school tutoring every Thursday from 4-6. Signups are in the main office!
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Hi families!
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Now is a great time to review vaccine records and make sure your student’s vaccines are up to

date. You may receive a notice from the school if our records indicate missing vaccinations.

The state of Oregon does allow medical and non-medical exemptions with the correct forms and

educational viewings. Visit Oregon Immunizations for more information.

With the rise of communicable diseases such as whooping cough and measles, it is important to

note that if your child is exempt from vaccines (unvaccinated) and active cases of communicable

diseases occur in school, local public health authorities may temporarily exclude exposed

unvaccinated students from school during active outbreaks. Keeping students in school is a priority

for all of us. Speak to your healthcare provider about the best options for your student regarding

vaccinations.
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We recognize that we are on unceded lands of the Nehalem Band of Tillamook Indians and the

surrounding tribes who had use of this territory. The Indigenous people of this place did not cede

their lands to the US Government. Some moved to nearby Indian Reservations becoming a part of

those communities and many never moved from their homelands. Today, citizens and descendants

of each of these groups continue to live and thrive in the area.

We honor the leadership and resilience of the Indigenous Tillamook peoples, including Chief Ilga

Adams, Chief Kilchis, Clara Pearson, and from more contemporary times, Joe Scoville, who have

shaped and strengthened their communities through generations.

There is much to learn from their enduring Indigenous wisdom about living in good relations with

the land and with one another. We must never forget the history of the land we inhabit, the stories

of its first peoples, and the profound contributions of the original inhabitants of Tillamook Bay.

Christy Hartford
Principal | Neah-Kah-Nie High School

Contact
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