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Minutes of Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Conway Public Schools Administration Building  

2220 Prince Street 
February 13, 2024 

 
 

Members Present:  Mr. André Acklin, Mr. Jason Sandefer, Mrs. Linda Hargis, Mr. Trip Leach, Dr. 
David Naylor, Jr., Mr. Trey Geier 
 
Members Absent:  Mrs. Sheila Franklin 
 
Others Present:  Superintendent Jeff Collum; Deputy Superintendent Jason Black; Assistant 
Superintendents: Dr. Andy Ashley, Dr. Megan Duncan, Dr. Karen Lasker; Directors: Clint 
Ashcraft, Ben Darley, Kelli Gordon, Keisha Jefferson, Eric King, Jason Lawrence, Tammy 
Woosley; Chief Financial Officer Robyn Keene; Chief Legal Officer Shasta Wagner; Coordinator 
of Media Relations Kaitlyn Ryals; Recording Secretary Donna Story 
 
Board President Acklin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Wampus Cat Pride 

• CPD Former Police Chief Tapley - Director of Safety and Security Eric King recognized 
Conway Police Department former Chief William Tapley for his service and dedication to 
Conway Public Schools. 

• CHS 2024 6A Girls Bowling State Champions - Kaitlyn Ryals, Coordinator of Media Relations, 
invited Athletic Director Clint Ashcraft to introduce the Conway High School 6A Girls 
Bowling State Champion team and Coach Trent Mallett. 

• District Recognition of Black History Month – February is Black History Month. Kaitlyn Ryals, 
Coordinator of Media Relations, presented the Board with a presentation of pictures from 
students and staff celebrating Black History Month.   

 
Champion Student Recognition 

• Lynley Virden - Kaitylyn Ryals, Coordinator of Media Relations, presented a video featuring 
Lynley Virden, Champion Student of the Month from Woodrow Cummins Elementary 
School. She welcomed Principal Dayna Lewis, who introduced Lynley. Superintendent 
Collum presented her with a certificate. Lynley led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 
The consent agenda was unanimously approved at 6:16 p.m. on a motion made by  
Mr. Geier and seconded by Mr. Sandefer.   

Items on the Consent Agenda were: 

• Approval of Minutes – January 9, 2024, Regular Board Meeting 

• Approval of the List of Bills Paid in January 2024 

• Approval of Purchase Orders 

• Approval of Petitions for Transfer of Students 

• Approval of School Choice Applications 
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• The Board agreed to uphold the recommendation of the Administrative Review Committee 
and Administration concerning students’ discipline. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

• School Election Update – Superintendent Collum reminded everyone that early voting 
begins February 20th and election day is March 5, 2024. 

• AAEA LETRS Training – Superintendent Collum spoke about his AAEA LETRS training as one 
of twenty-five superintendents engaging in a reading pilot program with the state. 

                                                                                                                                   
Chief Financial Officer’s Report 

• Board Financial Report – Robyn Keene presented the financial report for January. 
 
Mr. Leach made the motion to approve the financial report, as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Hargis and passed unanimously at 6:23 p.m. 
 

Information Items 

• Student Academic Achievement Report (Act 425) – Assistant Superintendent Duncan invited  
Bob and Betty Courtway Middle School Principal Robert Yates and Assistant Principal Raven 
Haynes to present the academic update.  

• Spring Testing Update – Assistant Superintendent Duncan presented an update on testing 
for the spring.  
 

Action Item 

• Inclement Weather Calendar Waiver Request – Chief Legal Officer Shasta Wagner presented 
an update on the Inclement Weather Calendar Waiver Request submitted to the state for 
school closure days due to weather and a revised 2023-2024 School Calendar. 
 
Mr. Sandefer made the motion to approve the Waiver request pending PPC review. The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Naylor, Jr. and passed unanimously at 6:43 p.m. 
 

Personnel Approval 
Superintendent Collum asked Assistant Superintendent Dr. Karen Lasker to speak about the 
upcoming Career Fair on March 2, 2024. 

Upon a motion made by Mrs. Hargis and seconded by Mr. Geier, the Board unanimously 
approved the following personnel recommendations of the Superintendent at 6:50 p.m., as 
presented in the agenda:  

• Resignations 

• Elections 
 

Executive Session 
At 6:52 p.m., the Board went into Executive Session to consider a personnel matter. The Board 
exited Executive Session at 8:02 p.m.  
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Adjournment 
No further business to come before the Board, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 
8:03 p.m. on a motion made by Mrs. Hargis and seconded by Dr. Naylor, Jr. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Board President   

 

Board Secretary 
 

 
APPROVED:         

 
 




