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EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS 

For Granby Memorial High School 

INTERIOR ALTERATIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS 

Kitchen / Dining Commons / Music Education Spaces 

Project Rationale 

The Granby Public Schools operates one high school. The current facility is an 
amalgamation of a number of additions to the original 1940s building. Since at least the 
1998 addition the High School has not had a proper commercial quality food preparation 
area support the student population. Food has been stored and prepared at the Granby 
Memorial Middle School, which is in a separate building situated to the north of the High 
School. The Middle School kitchen facility is undersized for the demands of preparing food 
for both schools. Prepared food is placed on racks and moved by hand from the Middle 
School to the High School.  

In conjunction with the lack of a kitchen the dining area is currently poorly arranged, has 
inadequate lighting, little connection with the outdoors, and has a low ceiling.  

Additionally, the music program lacks space for instrumental and ensemble practice. 

The New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) as repeatedly cited Granby 
Public Schools for the lack of a kitchen and food preparation area as well as for the 
condition of the dining area at the High School. In addition, NEASC has cited the 
inadequate size of the Middle School kitchen in their evaluation of the District’s facilities. 

Long-Range Plan 

The long-range plan for Large Capital Improvements, as established by the Board of 
Education of the Granby Public Schools and provided to the Capital Priorities Advisory 
Committee for the Town of Granby, calls for the provision of a safe and appropriate 
learning environment. Maintaining an acceptable learning environment requires 
preparation and provision of appropriate meals and snacks in a properly configured dining 
area. The inadequacies of the music program spaces also impinge upon this mission. 

Granby Public Schools has developed and adopted a multiple-phase schedule for enacting 
the various elements of the Large Capital Improvement Plan, which incorporates work at 
each of our schools. The Granby Memorial High School will remain as the Town’s high 
school for the foreseeable future. 
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The Project 

The Granby Board of Education proposes the following components of this Interior 
Alterations and Enhancements project: 

• Architectural drawings and specifications 
• Test for any hazardous materials 
• Removal of existing walls, ceilings, flooring and associated materials. Disposal of 

all refuse materials, disposal of any hazardous materials in an appropriate manner. 
• Inspection of floor slab and replacement of any deteriorated areas as needed. 
• Installation of new demising walls. 
• Provision and installation of new food service equipment with related mechanical, 

plumbing, and electrical systems. 
• Reconfiguration of existing HVAC systems to accommodate changes to the floor 

plan. 
• Floor finishes appropriate for the primary use of each space. 
• Reconfiguration of public address, paging, and phone systems to accommodate 

the revised floor plan. 
• Provision and installation of appropriate sound attenuation materials. 

Overview of Programs 

There are four program areas that will be impacted by this project: food preparation and 
service, dining, music (choral and instrumental), vocational / technical. The food 
preparation areas will be entirely new to the school as none exist at this time. The dining 
commons will be heavily reconfigured and relocated. The choral music program will move 
from its current location to a new space. The instrumental music program will be housed 
in a new space as it currently does not have a space of its own. The vocational / technical 
program spaces will be reconfigured but will remain substantially where and as they are 
currently situated. 
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Building Systems 

The area within the existing building where this alteration will be done is a concrete slab 
on grade with steel columns supporting the second-floor constructions above. The 
second-floor deck is steel beams. The existing demising walls are primarily CMU 
construction, with some that may be LWG metal with GWB. 

New construction is anticipated to be LWG metal framing with GWB sheathing.  

Ceilings will be a combination of acoustical tile and perhaps GWB clouds for acoustical 
attenuation and aesthetic interest. 
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Existing dining, music, and vo-tech area to be altered. 


