
April 1, 2025 

  

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

ad.cuius.bonum@proton.me 

 

Re:   Freedom of Information Act Requests #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, #10 

  

To whom it may concern: 

  

The School District received your Freedom of Information Act requests. Your request and the 

District’s response are provided below. 

  

Request:  The actual electronic data maintained by the Treasurer's office for the annual expenses 

paid to identified vendors, firms, and individuals for the fiscal years FY98 thru FY24. This request 

specifically excludes salaries, wages, and benefits paid to staff members. We are interested in 

vendors, firms, and individuals who have received total payments of $500 or more for each fiscal 

year, regardless of whether this total comes from a single payment or multiple payments. 

  

Response: The School District publishes an Annual State of Affairs (ASA) for each fiscal year. 

These reports, which are an excel file, are publicly available on the website of the Illinois State 

Board of Education and contain the payment information that you have requested.  To access this 

information: visit the link listed below, click on Cerberus FTP Server, enter "finread" in the 

username, and then click "Sign-in". This application does not require a password. Select the "ASA" 

folder, select the year desired, and scroll to find RIVER TRAILS SCHOOL DISTRICT 26 or the 

District’s RCDTS number 050160260020000. Once in the ASA, the vendor information can be 

found by clicking on the tabs at the bottom of that document. These reports are available for the 

years 2006-2024. The District does not have records related to before 2006 in the format you 

requested. To provide the information you request, the District would be required to create records, 

which it is not required to do under FOIA. 

  

The link to the ISBE reports is here: https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Finance-Historical-

Reports.aspx. The District is not required to provide copies of public records that are already 

published on its website, pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/8.5(a). 

  

You further request that the information be sent in a specific Excel format suggested by you for 

your own organizational purposes. The District has no obligation to create records or provide 

records in the organizational format you requested and has not done so. 

  

https://cerberus.isbe.net/file
https://cerberus.isbe.net/file
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/VOeZCZ6ZNjhMxrOpuzfoUB1izD
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/VOeZCZ6ZNjhMxrOpuzfoUB1izD


As the FOIA officer I certify that to the best of my knowledge these records include all information 

responsive to the request in the District’s possession and to the extent described in this response. I 

am unaware of any other information that exists that is not included in this response. 

  

To the extent you interpret this response as a denial of your request, you have the right to have the 

denial reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the Office of the Illinois Attorney 

General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your Request for Review with the PAC by writing to:  

Public Access Counselor, Office of the Attorney General, 500 South 2nd Street Springfield, 

Illinois 62706, Fax: 217-782-1396, E-mail: public.access@ilag.gov, Phone:  877-299-3642.  If you 

choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days after 

the date of the denial letter. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a).  Please note that you must include a copy of your 

original request for documents and the denial letter when filing a Request for Review with the 

PAC.  You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State 

circuit court. 5 ILCS 140/11. 

  

Sincerely, 

Ryan Berry 

Freedom of Information Officer 

 


































































