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Innovation at UH:  Mission and Activities

Foster research and scholarship through the culture of entrepreneurship and 

effective transfer & commercialization of University technology in:

Patenting Licensing Start-Ups & 
Technology Bridge

Facilitate the generation of 

IP and provide effective 

stewardship of the UH IP 

portfolio

Evaluate and market IP, 

execute licenses, and IP 

portions of research 

agreements

Promote startups to scale 

up & commercialize; 

Strategically Partner

Entrepreneurship

Build a culture of 

entrepreneurship 

and innovation 

across campus

Mike Harold

AVP – Intellectual 

Property and Industrial 

Engagement

Haleh Ardebili

AVP – 

Entrepreneurship & 

Startup Ecosystem



Start-Ups & Entrepreneurship

• 76  Companies Start From UH IP or partnered with UH
• 50+  UH Start-Ups incubated @ UH Technology Bridge 

since 2008
• ~$855 + MM  Capital raised by UH startups

• Wolff Center for Entrepreneurship Ranked #1 
Undergraduate Program for 6 consecutive years
– #1 nine times, and in the Top 10 since 2007*

* Annual list compiled by The Princeton Review and published in Entrepreneur magazine 



Education

Innovator to 
Founder 

(5 cohorts since 
inception 2023)

Discovery Lab

Creation 
Programs

Support PartnershipsExits



Partnership with Wolff Center for Entrepreneurship 

• Converting UH IP to Start-ups 

• Every year a cohort (~ 30 - 40 UG students) goes through 
four semesters of highly experiential entrepreneurship 
development training

• Seven (7) student teams compete on building a technology 
startup utilizing UH IP provided by OTTI
– CarbonX 

• Pitch Competitions (Chevron Innovation; Coogs For Energy)

* Annual list compiled by The Princeton Review and published in Entrepreneur magazine 



What’s Next
• Partnership with Houston Angel Network & Houston 

Exponential
– Bringing Mentor and Investor Network

• UH Alumni Engagement
– Alumni Lounge, Innovation Podcast & Fund Creation

• Follow the Metrics – Six Top-50 Metrics Included 
• Disclosures, Patents, Start-Ups, Exits, Number of Licenses, Licensing Revenue 



Thank you!

• Thank you for the support and Engagement
• Feedback is welcome

Future Founders student organization
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