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IKE 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
OF STUDENTS 

(Promotion or Retention of Elementary Students; 
High School Course Pass or Fail) 

Regular Education 

The District is dedicated to the continuous development of each student. 

Year to year promotion of a student in grades one (1) through eight (8) will be based 
upon standards for each basic subject area as identified in the course of study. The 
District may conduct a ceremony to honor pupils who have been promoted from the  
eighth (8th) grade.  

The District standards that students must achieve shall include accomplishment of 
the standards in reading, written communication, mathematics, science, and social 
studies adopted by the State Board of Education. 

The promotion of a student from grade three (3) shall be conditioned on the 
satisfaction of the applicable competency requirements prescribed by A.R.S. 15-701 
and depicted in Administrative Regulation IKE-RB. 

In addition to these standards, test scores, grades, teacher-principal 
recommendations, and other pertinent data will be used to determine promotion. 

Retention of students is a process that is followed when the professional staff, in 
consultation with the parent, determines it to be in the best interests of the student. 
Though primary grades are suggested as the most appropriate time, retention may 
be considered at any grade level. 

When circumstances indicate that retention is in the best interest of the student, 
the student will have individual consideration, and decisions will be made only after 
a careful study of facts relating to all phases of the student's growth and 
development. The student's academic achievement level and mental ability are 
important, but physical and social characteristics are also important factors. A 
decision should be based on sufficient data, collected over a period of time and 
motivated by a desire to place students in school programs where they will be the 
most successful. 

The earning of credit for a high school course is based on the student's satisfactory 
completion of the course academic requirements as demonstrated by the student's 
course grade. Periodic grade reports shall inform the student and the student's 
parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student's progress in a course. The teacher should 
further inform and confer with the student's parent(s)/guardian(s) whenever the 
student's lack of satisfactory progress in the course indicates a trend toward the 
student receiving a failing course grade. No course credit is granted for a failing 
grade. 
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A student's high school grade classification (i.e., freshman - ninth [9th]; sophomore -
tenth [10th]; junior - eleventh [11th]; or senior - twelfth [12th]) is determined by the 
number of units of credit the student has earned relative to the respective minimum 
number of credits to attain each successive classification. A student must achieve 
passing grades in the number of required and elective course credits prescribed by 
the Governing Board and the State Board of Education to be granted a high school 
diploma. 

In addition to the above, such decisions, when applied to students enrolled in 
special education, shall be on a case-by-case basis, consistent with the 
individualized education program and in accordance with A.A.C. R7-2-301 and R7-
2-401. 

Special Education 

Students who do not meet regular promotion requirements must meet the course of 
study and promotion requirements for special education under the guidance of 
A.A.C. R7-2-401. The programs for such students may include adaptations. 

Any student unable to meet regular academic requirements for promotion 
must meet the requirements of an alternative curriculum derived from the 
regular curriculum, which will be developed by an individualized educational 
program (IEP) team on an individual basis. Students placed in special 
education will complete the course of study as prescribed in their individual 
promotion plans and implemented through their individual education 
programs. Course work will be presented at a level commensurate with the 
student's ability. The student's permanent file shall identify the courses 
completed through special education; however, the student will receive the 
standard certificate of promotion. 

Adopted: date of Manual adoption 

LEGAL REF.: A.R.S. 15-203 
15-341 
15-342 
15-521 
15-701 
15-701.01 
15-715 
15-802 

A.A.C. R7-2-301 
R7-2-309 
R7-2-401 

A.G.O. 184 - 016 

CROSS REF.: IHA - Basic Instructional Program 
ITU - Graduation Requirements 
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REGULATION 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION 
OF STUDENTS 

Competency Requirements for Promotion 
of Students from Third Grade for—Scheel— 

The District shall provide an annual written notification to parents or guardians of 
students in kindergarten programs and first (1st), second (2nd) and third (3rd) 
grades that a student who obtains a score on the reading portion of the Arizona 
Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) test, or a successor test, that 
demonstrates the student is reading far below the third (3rd) grade level or the 
equivalent as established by the Board will not be promoted from the third (3rd) 
grade. 

If the student's school has determined that the student is substantially deficient in 
reading before the end of grade three (3), the District shall provide to the parent or 
guardian of that student a separate written notification of the reading deficiency 
that includes the following information: 

• A description of the current reading services provided to the student. 

• A description of the available supplemental instructional services and 
supporting programs that are designed to remediate reading deficiencies. The 
District shall offer at least one (1) intervention strategy and at least one (1) 
remedial strategy for pupils with reading deficiencies. The notification shall 
list the intervention and remedial strategies offered and shall instruct the 
parent or guardian to choose the strategy that will be implemented for the 
student. 

• Parental/guardian strategies to assist the student to attain reading 
proficiency. 

• A description of the District policies on midyear promotion to a higher grade. 

• . 

beginning with the 2013 2014 cchool year c Competency requirements for the 
promotion of a student from the third (3rd) grade shall include the following: 
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• The student shall not be promoted from the third (3rd) grade if the pupil 
obtains a score on the reading portion of the AIMS test, or a successor test, 
that demonstrates the student's reading skills fall far below the third (3rd) 
grade level or the equivalent as established by the Board unless the student 
is exempt from mandated retention or the pupil qualifies for an exemption as 
determined by the Governing Board. 

• The Governing Board may promote a student from the third (3rd) grade if the 
student obtains a score on the reading portion of the AIMS test, or a successor 
test, that demonstrates the student's reading skills fall far below the third 
(3rd) grade level for any of the following: 

• A good cause exemption if the student is an English learner or a limited 
proficient student as defined in section 15-751 and has had fewer than 
two (2) years of English language instruction. 

• A student with a disability as defined in section 15-761 if the pupil's 
individualized education program team and the student's parent or 
guardian agrees that promotion is appropriate based on the student's 
individualized education program. 

• The student has demonstrated reading proficiency on an alternate 
assessment approved by the State Board of Education (SBE). 

A pupil may not be retained if data regarding the pupil's performance on the 
Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards test, or a successor test, is not available 
before the start of the following academic year. A pupil who is not retained due to  
the unavailability of test data must receive intervention and remedial strategies as  
in the section immediately below if the third grade assessment data subsequently 
demonstrates that the pupil's reading ability falls far below the third grade level or 
the equivalent.  

Intervention and Remedial Strategies Developed by 
the State Board of Education (SBE) for Students 
Who Are Not Promoted from the Third Grade 

The Governing Board shall offer at least one (1) of the intervention and remedial 
strategies developed by the SBE. The parent or guardian of a student not promoted 
from the (3rd) grade and the student's teacher(s) and principal may choose the most 
appropriate intervention and remedial strategies that will be provided to that 
student. The intervention and remedial strategies developed by the SBE shall 
include: 

• A requirement the student be assigned to a different teacher for reading 
instruction. 

• Summer school reading instruction. 
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• Intensive reading instruction in the next academic year that occurs before, 
during, or after the regular school day, or any combination of before, during 
and after the regular school day. 

• Online reading instruction. 

The intervention and remedial strategies developed by the SBE shall also: 

• Provide for universal screening of pupils in preschool programs, kindergarten 
programs and grades one (1) through three (3) that is designed to identify 
students who have reading deficiencies in accordance with A.R.S. 15-704. 

• Develop interventions and remedial strategies for pupils in kindergarten 
programs and grades one (1) through three (3) who are identified as having 
reading deficiencies pursuant to section 15-704. 

Note: This material is written for informational purposes only, and not as 
legal advice. You may wish to consult an attorney for further explanation. Page 32 of 55 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

