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iDEAL Energies is the premier Minneapolis-based commercial solar energy developer 
with 600+ commercial systems currently in operation and 100+ projects under 
construction. 

iDEAL has(is) installed ~200 solar arrays at 60+ MN School Districts

Ideal has(is) installed ~80 Solar Projects using the Solar for Schools Program

Our seamless vertical integration allows us to develop, design, install, finance, and 
operate turn-key solar energy systems across multiple sectors including commercial 
for-profit businesses, non-profits, cities, counties, schools, and non-profits.  

iDEAL’s affiliated companies provide development, financing, project management, 
construction, operation and maintenance. 

About iDEAL Energies



Our School Clients



Reasons to go Solar1. February 2024 – Readiness Application submitted by iDEAL

2. March 5th, 2024 – Readiness Application Approved by DOC

3. March to April, 2024 – iDEAL completed Electrical Engineering.  
Structural Engineering and Civil Engineering are in progress.

4. April 2024 – Interconnection approval obtained by iDEAL

5. June 2024 – Final Grant Application submitted by iDEAL

6. July 2024 – Final Grant Application Approved by DOC

7. July 2024 – Final Grant Contract signed with DOC 

Solar for Schools Round #5 Program  
Steps Completed

Ideal’s Solar Program - ISD 200



Reasons to go Solar
1. Sign DocuSign Grant Contract Amendment with DOC  for both projects 

to formally reserve funds

2. Comply with Bid Rules / Select Developer 

3. Execute Solar Agreements

4. Construct Solar Arrays in the Summer/Fall, 2025

Solar for Schools Round #5 Program 
Next Steps

Ideal’s Solar Program - ISD 200



Array Layout - ISD 200

Hastings Kennedy 
Elementary

 Ground Mount Array 
324.57 kWDC



Saving Summary - ISD 200  

Annual Savings Summary – Kennedy Elementary 
Ground mount Array
PVCredit with SFS Grant

Cumulative energy expense savings of…
 ~$971,290 during years 1-20 [lease term]

 ~$2,022,646during years 1-30 [panel warranty]
 ~$3,385,930 during years 1-40 [system life]



Sample Array Layout - ISD 200

Hastings High School 
Rooftop Array 

 240.0 kWDC



Saving Summary - ISD 200  

Annual Savings Summary – High School Rooftop Array
PVCredit with SFS Grant

Cumulative energy expense savings of…
 ~$657,862 during years 1-20 [lease term]

 ~$1,337,619 during years 1-30 [panel warranty]
 ~$2,252,034 during years 1-40 [system life]



Combined Project Savings Summary  – ISD 200

Combined Annual Savings Summary



iDEAL provides all its school customers 
a science-based Solar Energy Education Curriculum that engages students 

in the real work of STEM professionals to help develop their understanding of 
solar energy, STEM careers, teamwork, design, and real-world issues for years.

iDEAL’s Education Curriculum is aligned with future Minnesota State Standards,
 Next Generation Science Standards, and 21st Century Learning Frameworks. 

GOOD NEWS! 
iDEAL’s education team is ready to assist 

your District with implementing the Curriculum!

Ideal’s Solar Curriculum for Students

Ideal’s Solar Education Program - ISD 200



Monitor your solar array’s 
performance and demonstrate 

your District’s sustainability goals 
with web-based monitoring tools.

Utilize each school’s real time 
web-based monitoring in the 
classroom as part of its solar 

curriculum.

GOOD NEWS! 

Our monitoring solution already 
meets the requirements of the 

Solar for Schools program.

Ideal’s Solar Monitoring Program - ISD 200



Reasons to go Solar
1. District owns the arrays day 1 and at all times

2. No upfront cost

3. Ideal monetizes the Tax Credit for the District and applies it to help pay for the 
installation cost

4. The District’s only financial obligation is to pay Ideal Energies for a 20-year term 
during which the School will realize significant electric expense savings

5. Free energy after year 20

6. iDEAL Energies monitors, operates and maintains the solar arrays for the District 
during 20-year term

Ideal’s Solar Program

Ideal’s Solar Program - ISD 200



Next Steps.…

SFS Round 5 Bidding Options

Originally Proposed by iDEAL – Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract

• Negotiate Solar Agreements (Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract)

• Provide published legal notice of the District’s intent to enter into a 

Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract with iDEAL NOTE

• Execute Solar Agreements

NOTE

SFS Round 5 Rules allow Applicants to use guaranteed energy savings contracts as specified in 

MS 471.345, subd 13.   This requires that a single publication of the District’s intent to enter into 

a guaranteed energy savings contract with iDEAL.  

iDEAL has used the above approach for multiple SFS Projects.   In doing so, we have successfully 

negotiated agreements with all of our clients’ council.



Next Steps.…

SFS Round 5 Bidding Options Continued

Public RFP Option: 

• Prepare RFP Document for RFP Public solicitation

• Provide 2-week published legal notice of RFP

• Evaluate Proposals and choose your solar developer

• Finalize Solar Agreements
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