
Organic Farming 
Certificate Program



Our Program
• D e s i g n e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f a r m e r s  t o  o p e r a t e  a  

f a r m  o r  c o m m u n i t y  f o o d  s y s t e m .  

• A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  s t u d e n t s  
w i l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r u n  a  s m a l l -s c a l e  f a r m ,  
w o r k  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  f a r m e r s  a n d  a d v o c a t e  
f o r  l o c a l  f o o d  s y s t e m s

• T h e  p r o g r a m s  s t r i v e s  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  
e x p l o r e  o t h e r  c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  f o o d  m o v e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s m a l l  f a r m  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  f o o d  h u b  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  o v e r s i g h t  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  
o f  c o m m u n i t y  g a r d e n s ,  o p e r a t i n g  f a r m e r s  
m a r k e t s ,  c r e a t i n g  v a l u e  a d d e d  p r o d u c t s ,  

    



Our Organic Farming Practicum Series

• Fall and Winter Practicum focus on soils, business 
planning, and 4 season growing 

• Classes combine in class learning with outdoor 
education on the farm



Fall and Winter 



Spring and Summer Practicum



Adaptation and  
resiliency 

• T h i s  i s  o u r  d r y  f a r m i n g  f i e l d .  
We  d o  n o t  i r r i g a t e  h e r e .  We  
p l a n t  v a r i e t i e s  b r e d  f o r  d r y  
f a r m i n g .  In  t h e  f a c e  o f  
c h a n g i n g  w a t e r  p a t t e r n s  a n d  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  
w a t e r  r i g h t s  w e  d e v e l o p e d  
t h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  f i e l d  t o  
s h o w  s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  f a r m  

 



Innovation



Thinking outside the box
• T h e  r a b b i t  p o p u l a t i o n  w e n t  u p  t h i s  y e a r

• Hi r e d  S k y  Gu a r d i a n s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  o u r  r a b b i t  
p r o b l e m  a n d  t o  s h o w  s t u d e n t s  a n  
a l t e r n a t i v e  w a y  t o  d o  p e s t  a b a t e m e n t



Listening to what 
students want

• In  Wi n t e r  p r a c t i c u m ,  s t u d e n t s  
d e s i g n  t h e i r  “Fu t u r e  Fa r m s ”.  A f t e r  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
p r e s e n t  t h e i r  f a r m  p l a n s  i t  
b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e y  
w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  f a r m s  t h e  g r e w  
t h i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  m i x e d  
v e g e t a b l e s .  

• We  m o d i f i e d  a n  e x i s t i n g  h e r b  
  f    



Flowers
• La s t  s u m m e r  w e  s t a r t e d  

o u r  f l o w e r  p r o g r a m

• We  g r e w ,  h a r v e s t e d ,  a n d  
m a d e  b o u q u e t s  t o  s e l l  a t  
o u r  m a r k e t  a n d  t o  o u r  
C S A  p r o g r a m



Cut flower classes 2025
• T h i s  y e a r  w e  a r e  a d d i n g  o n e  n e w  c l a s s  t o  

o u r  p r o g r a m  a n d  r e v i v i n g  a n o t h e r

• S p r i n g  C u t  f l o w e r  f a r m i n g  (n e w )

• Fa l l  Fl o w e r  A r r a n g e r s  Ga r d e n  (r e v i v i n g  
b e c a u s e  o f  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t )



Summer 
Camp
• T e a c h i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  

s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  f a r m ,  
p l a n  g a r d e n s ,  a n d  g r o w  
f o o d

• 10 % c o m e  b a c k  t o  C C C  t o  
t a k e  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  i n  
Ho r t i c u l t u r e
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