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A student shall be assigned to a school in the attendance area in 

which he or she resides on the first day of each school year, or if 

entering the District from another district during the school year, on 

the date of enrollment.  The District may use University Interscho-

lastic League (UIL) guidelines to determine residency. 

If a minor living separate and apart from a parent, guardian, or 

other person having lawful control under a court order and the par-

ent, guardian, or other person having lawful control under a court 

resides within the boundaries of the District, the student shall be 

assigned to the attendance zone in which the parent, guardian, or 

other person having lawful control resides and such shall be 

deemed the student’s lawful residence. 

The campus principal shall be authorized to investigate and ap-

prove the transfer of a student from one classroom to another on 

that campus. 

The Superintendent or designee shall be authorized to investigate 

and approve transfers between schools in accordance with admin-

istrative regulations posted on the District’s Website. 

If a student is displaced by a change of boundaries effective pursu-

ant to the resolutions passed by the Board, the student may remain 

in the school he or she was enrolled in prior to the change, and a 

sibling may transfer to that same school provided the sibling is en-

rolled concurrently.  These students shall be subject to the same 

conditions and duration of transfers as other students. 

If the legal residence of a family changes from one attendance 

area to another within the District, the student may either remain at 

the school he or she was attending before the residence change or 

attend the new attendance zone school.  If the student and parent, 

guardian, or person having legal control over the student prefer 

that the student remain at the school he or she is attending, a Re-

quest to Remain form shall be submitted.  A student who petitions 

for the Request to Remain shall be under the same conditions of 

transfer as a regular transfer student and UIL regulations shall ap-

ply.  If the student violates the transfer policy, the campus principal 

or designee shall inform the parent that the transfer shall be re-

voked at the end of the semester or year.  When the student is pro-

moted to middle or high school, the student shall attend the sec-

ondary school in the attendance zone in which he or she resides. 
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The following criteria shall govern the approval of an intradistrict 

transfer for a high school student: 

1. When a student has attended a high school in the District for 

one year, the student may continue attending that high school 

even though the student’s legal residence changes to another 

high school attendance zone located within the District.  A stu-

dent under this provision shall be considered a transfer stu-

dent and shall be subject to revocation reasons listed in this 

policy. 

2. In cases of extreme hardship, when appropriate circum-

stances warrant, or a demonstrated need for academic pro-

grams exists, a student may be transferred from one high 

school to another.  Consideration of transfer requests shall be 

made for non-extracurricular purposes only.  Each request for 

transfer shall be considered on its own merits.  Decisions 

shall be based upon a review by the transfer review commit-

tee, composed of each affected high school principal, each af-

fected high school campus athletic director, and an appropri-

ate central services administrator as designated by the 

Superintendent. 

3. A request for a transfer from one high school to another high 

school within the District shall be accepted from January 1 

through April 15 for the next school year.  The transfer review 

committee shall approve or deny a transfer request between 

April 15 and May 1 each year.  A transfer denial may be ap-

pealed to the Superintendent or designee between May 1 and 

May 31 each year.  The Superintendent or designee may re-

view and grant a transfer at other times only in the event of 

extreme hardship.  Until an approved transfer has been re-

ceived, a student shall pre-enroll in, enroll in, and attend his 

or her assigned high school based on the residence of his or 

her parent or guardian. 

4. An approved transfer to another District high school shall be 

valid until the student completes the last grade offered at the 

campus, unless the transfer is revoked for reasons listed in 

this policy. 

Under rules set forth by the University Interscholastic League 

(UIL), a student shall not be eligible to participate in UIL activities in 

any high school other than the school serving the area in which the 

student lawfully resides.  This prohibition shall be waived if a 

transfer is approved under provisions of this policy. 
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The first time a student new to the District participates in UIL high 

school athletic practice or begins classes, the student shall estab-

lish eligibility in that high school by the location of the student’s 

bona fide residence. 

The first time a current District student participates in a District-ap-

proved athletic activity in grade 8, the student shall have estab-

lished his or her athletic eligibility in high school based on the at-

tendance zone in which the student’s residence, as defined by the 

UIL Constitution and Contest Rules, is located. 

If a student’s residence changes from one attendance zone to an-

other, he or she shall be eligible at either high school and shall 

submit, in writing within 30 calendar days, his or her preference of 

eligibility to the principal of the school from which he or she has 

moved.  Once a student has submitted his or her written prefer-

ence of eligibility, the student has declared that campus as his or 

her campus of athletic eligibility.  If the student later chooses to at-

tend high school at his or her home attendance zone campus, he 

or she shall be ineligible for varsity competition at that campus for 

one calendar year from the date of enrollment. 

If a student’s residence changes from one attendance zone to an-

other and he or she has represented another school (grade 8 or 

above) during the current or previous year in any UIL athletic activ-

ity, he or she shall be ineligible for varsity competition for one 

school year during the student’s junior or senior year in all sports 

until: 

1. The parent has a bona fide residence in the attendance zone; 

2. The student’s parent signs a statement (in the presence of 

school officials or a notary) that the parent resides in a bona 

fide residence within the zone and that the change of schools 

was not made for athletic purposes; and 

3. The student’s change is approved by the UIL District execu-

tive committee before the student competes at the varsity 

level.  [See the current edition of the UIL Constitution and 

Contest Rules] 

[See UIL Constitution and Contest Rules] 

A District employee who has been judged by the Superintendent or 

designee to have participated in the recruiting of a student to at-

tend a school outside his or her attendance zone in order to partici-

pate in extracurricular activities may shall be subject to disciplinary 

action. 
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The following criteria shall govern the approval of an intradistrict 

transfer for a middle school student: 

1. A request for a transfer from one middle school to another 

middle school within the District shall be accepted from Janu-

ary 1 through April 15 for the next school year.  The Superin-

tendent or designee and the principal at the requested cam-

pus shall approve or deny a transfer request between April 15 

and May 1 each year.  A transfer denial may be appealed to 

the Superintendent or designee between May 1 and May 31 

each year.  The Superintendent or designee may review and 

grant a transfer at other times only in the event of extreme 

hardship.  Until an approved transfer has been received, a 

student shall pre-enroll in, enroll in, and attend his or her as-

signed middle school based on the residence of his or her 

parent or guardian. 

2. When a student has attended a middle school in the District 

for one year, the student may continue attending that middle 

school even though the student’s legal residence changes to 

another middle school attendance zone located within the 

District.  A student under this provision shall be considered a 

transfer student and shall be subject to revocation for reasons 

listed in this policy. 

3. In cases of extreme hardship, when appropriate circum-

stances warrant, or a demonstrated need for academic pro-

grams exists, a student may be transferred from one middle 

school to another.  Consideration of transfer requests shall be 

made for non-extracurricular purposes only.  Each request for 

transfer shall be considered on its own merits.  Decisions 

shall be based upon a review by the Superintendent or de-

signee and the campus principal at the requested school. 

4. An approved transfer to another District middle school shall 

be valid until the student completes the last grade offered at 

the campus, unless the transfer is revoked for reasons listed 

in this policy.  A middle school transfer student must attend 

the high school in the attendance zone based on the resi-

dence of his or her parent or guardian. 

A parent wishing to transfer a student to another elementary school 

shall complete a transfer request form at the school the student 

wishes to attend.  The principal of the receiving school shall ap-

prove or disapprove the transfer request. 

The following criteria shall govern the approval of an intradistrict 

transfer for an elementary school student: 
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1. A student who has been granted a regular transfer shall be al-

lowed to enroll on a temporary basis each school year there-

after. 

2. If enrollment exceeds the legal limits, a transfer student may 

be required to return to the home campus or seek a transfer 

to another campus.  This could occur at any time during the 

school year. 

3. When a student’s lawful residence changes during the school 

year but remains within the boundaries of the District, the stu-

dent may request a transfer to remain at the campus for the 

remainder of the school year. 

A full-time campus-level employee shall be granted the opportunity 

of enrolling his or her child(ren), prekindergarten–grade 12, at the 

campus to which the employee is assigned.  After a student has 

completed the last grade at that campus, he or she shall be as-

signed to the attendance zone of the parent’s residence and shall 

be eligible to apply for a transfer in the same manner as any other 

student. Full-time employees of the district may petition for a trans-

fer to any campus and are subject to the transfer between schools 

provision of this policy. 

In accordance with this provision, all UIL regulations regarding the 

transfer of high school students as found in the UIL guidelines and 

referenced in this policy under HIGH SCHOOL–UIL– ELIGIBILITY 

shall be observed. 

Transportation for an intra-district transfer student shall be the re-

sponsibility of the parent or guardian. 

An application for transfer within the District shall be given careful 

consideration for approval using the following criteria: 

1. Concurrently enrolled siblings where space is available.  Pro-

gram and prekindergarten placements are not considered 

transfers under this policy. 

2. Capacity of building requested.  An elementary building shall 

be closed to transfers when campus enrollment reaches 85 

percent of the calculated maximum capacity and Secondary 

campuses shall be closed at 90 percent of the calculated 

maximum capacity. 

3. The number of spaces available in each grade for elementary 

campuses only.  Seats shall be held at each grade level to ac-

commodate students who move into the attendance zone. 

4. Ethnic balance among schools. 
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5. The availability of the student’s courses. 

6. Court orders with the Department of Education Office of Civil 

Rights; 

7. The impact on the academic program of both schools. 

8. The student’s academic and social standing.  To be eligible, a 

student shall: 

a. Not have been suspended, placed in the disciplinary al-

ternative education program (DAEP), or expelled during 

the semester in which the transfer is requested; 

b. Not have failed any courses during the school year; and 

c. Have met the 90 percent compulsory attendance rate re-

quirement. 

A student new to the District shall attend the school serving the at-

tendance zone in which the student’s parent, guardian, or person 

having legal control over the student resides.  A student may apply 

for a regular transfer only during the transfer period. 

The principal shall establish standards for behavior, academic 

achievement, parental support, and the frequency of tardies and 

absences in accordance with district guidelines.  Should the trans-

fer student violate the standards, the District shall have the author-

ity to revoke the transfer to the school of residence at the end of 

the semester or school year. 

A student shall be permitted a transfer no more than once per 

school year. 

A student who attends another campus other than his or her home 

attendance zone campus for program placements, academies, or 

course selections shall be required to return to the school serving 

his or her home attendance zone at the end of the school year if 

the student voluntarily withdraws or is removed from the program, 

academy, or course.  A student may petition for a regular transfer 

during the transfer period. 

The reasonable basis for denying an intradistrict transfer request 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

1. Size/grade-level enrollment; 

2. Room and instruction capacity in the school; 

3. Established curricula; 

4. A student’s discipline history; 
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5. Ethnic balance among schools; 

6. Court orders with the Department of Education Office of Civil 

Rights; 

7. Program services; and 

8. A student’s attendance. 

Reasons for revoking an intradistrict transfer shall include, but not 

be limited to, the following: 

1. Lack of parental support for campus guidelines; 

2. Student misconduct; 

3. Student tardiness; 

4. Student attendance history; 

5. Failure to pick up student at dismissal time; and 

6. Supplying false information. 

Occasionally, it may become necessary to close a grade level tem-

porarily if enrollment exceeds state limits or current District enroll-

ment guidelines.  The District shall provide transportation for a new 

student who may be assigned to a campus other than the home 

campus.  The student may return to the home campus when space 

becomes available. 

Note: For the transfer of a student who is the victim of bullying 

or who engaged in bullying, see FDB(LEGAL).  For the 

transfer of a student who attends a persistently danger-

ous school, becomes a victim of a violent criminal of-

fense, or becomes a victim of sexual assault, see FDE. 
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