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State Waiver Types - Expedited

This page outlines information on the various expedited waivers available through TEA. Certain waiver
requests may be requested and approved for up to three years.

Modified Schedule/State Assessment
Testing Days

This waiver allows the district or charter school to modify the schedule of classes for students who are
not being tested to report to and attend school after the state assessment testing period has ended,
therefore reducing the interruptions during testing period. Students who are not being tested must still
meet the maximum 2-through-4 hour requirement for funding (see SAAH 3.6.6 Attendance Accounting
during Testing Days).

Foreign Exchange Student

This waiver allows the districts or charter schools to limit the number of foreign exchange students to a
number that is 5 or more per high school under Texas Education Code §25.001 (e). A request to limit the
number to less than five per high school must be submitted as a general waiver application.

« The approval of this waiver is not retroactive and takes effect on the date that the agency approves the

application.
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« The districts and charter schools must enroll foreign exchange students who arrive in the district or who

have requested enrollment in the district prior to the waiver approval date.

Foreign Exchange Student Waiver Guidelines
(https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foreign%20Exchange%20Student%20Waiver%20Guidelines.pdf)

Foreign Exchange Student Waiver FAQ's (https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/foreign-exchange-stu-
dent-waiver-fags.pdf)

Teacher Data Portal of the Texas
Assessment Management System

The assessment data portal of the Texas Assessment Management System became fully operational in
October 2011 and complies with the requirements of Texas Education Code (TEC), §32.258, as enacted
by House Bill 3, 81st Legislature. Districts that are interested in fulfilling the requirement of TEC, §32.258
to provide teacher access to student assessment data through a local student data system must apply
for an expedited waiver from the Texas Education Agency (TEA). The local data portal must meet the fol-
lowing requirements:

» The local data portal must be accessible to all teachers in the core subject areas (reading/English
Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies) and must allow teachers to view their own
students’ assessment data. It is a local decision whether to extend access to teachers outside of the
four core subjects; however, districts must consider whether there exists a sound educational rea-
son, allowable under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), for non-core teachers to
have access to student-level data.

« Student data must be available from the 2007-2008 school year forward and include data indicating
progress in student achievement.

» Student data must be available on or before the first instructional day of the year following the year
in which the data were collected.

» The local data portal must permit comparisons of student performance at the classroom, campus,
district, and state levels. Though it will not be necessary for local data portals to contain statewide
data for comparisons of student performance, local portals must include a link to the TEA's website
where statewide reports (/student.assessment/results) are posted.

« As a condition to granting a waiver for teacher access to the state data portal, local systems must

have all of the above data available to teachers.
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Note that districts and charter schools that receive a waiver from the requirement to provide teachers
with access to the state data portal must still provide the teacher-student linking information in their

summer PEIMS submissions. There is no waiver from the PEIMS submission requirement.

The deadline for submitting an expedited waiver request to fulfill the requirements of TEC, §32.258
through a local student data portal is August.

Staff Development

This waiver allows the district and charter schools to train staff on various educational strategies de-

signed to improve student performance in lieu of student instruction during the school year.

Effective with the 2018-2019 school year, the Staff Development Minutes Waiver provides for a maxi-
mum of 2,100 total waiver minutes to use for professional development for districts and charter schools
that provide operational and instructional minutes.

Each district and open-enroliment charter school may choose how to apply their approved Staff
Development Minutes Waiver. For instance, schools may choose to offer early release, late start, all day
staff development, or a combination. However, the total waiver minutes for staff development shall not
exceed 2,100 minutes per year.

This waiver is for staff development in place of student instruction; therefore, the waiver minutes are
only applicable to staff development provided instead of student instruction during the school year.
Effective with the 2018-2019 school year, the Staff Development Minutes Waiver may not be used prior to
the first day of student instruction or after the last day of student instruction.

On staff development days when students are in attendance part of the day, in order to receive full ADA
funding, the district or open-enrollment charter school must provide at least 120 minutes of student in-
struction. Instructional minutes are defined in the SAAH as the portion of the school day in which instruc-
tion takes place along with other exceptions. In addition to the 120 minutes of student instruction, any

staff development waiver minutes reported must reflect actual staff development minutes provided.

There will be no change in the waiver application for staff development minutes for the 2019-2020 or
2020-2021 school year. Districts and charter schools should continually seek to provide high-quality staff

development that will impact student outcomes.
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