Concerns about 7/8 grade moving to HS
How do we integrate [/ separate Srade 7/8 effectively?

- Locker issue: Are there enough? Where would you put more? junhior high
upstairs?

- Lunch - 7th/sth graders eating with upper Classmen would be
potentially

problematiC. Cah a separate [unhch be scheduled?

- Social consequences: 7th/gth graders interaCting with seniors could be
problematiC

-LINK Crew orientation? How does this work the first year with three
Classes Of hew students? DO the 8th and 9th Sraders end up getting |0st
in the shuffle?

- Staffing: ho is going to leave? What does the 3 section sChool |00k
like?

- Homecoming/Snhowdaze: Are 7th/sth grade inCluded? How?

- Language: Are they going to take a lahguage?

* Are they going to be ih a Class with upper Classmen?

* Tt would be hice for them to start early (8th grade) with a lahguage
because they could potentially take 5 years. It would allow them
more flexibility in sCheduling to take it fOr 3 tO ¢ years.

* College Credit: How to we address that issue? (sinCe by starting in 8th
grade a student could be in a College Class in 10th grade)

* Gome students will have gaps in their sequence of language

instruction.

* OQur proposal for World [Language for 8th graders is this:
gth graders would be eligible to register for zerman 1 or Spahish 1

provided that there is Space available (after grades 9-12 have
registered) and provided that their overall GPA is 3.0 or better.

- Class size: Studies have proven that smaller Class sizes are more
conducive



t0 learhing, especially with a language. With the fact that we are oh a
AYP
plah, inCreasing Class sizes Will hot help us improve scores.

- Co-curricular activities: In the whole scope of a sChool budget, co-
CurriCular activities seem be a small piece. Rather thah cutting
programs, we should reduce where possible within our existing programs.
By cutting programs, we risk |0sing students to other SChools through
open enroliment. Many students Come to SChool because they
partiCipate in Co-CurriCular activities, and those are the experiences that
give the most meahing to their SChoo| Year.

- Maintaining the college courses and other electives make us uhique and
help us retain students inh our district. Cutting these aCademiC offerings
would also risk us |osing students.

TRespectfully submitted by
Luah Thomas-Brunkhorst - German Teacher
Gtacey Custer - Spanish Teacher



