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Southwest Texas College

Aircraft General Maintenance 
Airframe Mechanics



Purpose
The Aircraft General Maintenance Program is a Level 1 Certificate program for those who desire to gain knowledge and 
skills in the aviation maintenance field.  Skills in aviation shop practices, ground operations, aviation science, basic 
electricity, weight & balance, and federal aviation regulations, shop safety, servicing and general operating procedures will 
be covered.  Students completing the certificate will be able to seek entry-level employment in aircraft general 
maintenance related fields.

Purpose

Airframe Mechanics is a Level 2 Certificate program for those who desire to gain knowledge and skills in the Airframe 
Mechanics field. Skills in aviation Shop Practices, Ground Operations, Aviation Science, Basic Electricity, Landing Gear 
Systems, and Airframe Inspection will be developed along with related learning in areas such as shop safety, servicing and 
general operating procedures. Courses will be taught through the use of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 147 
curriculum. This degree plan prepares and qualifies students to take Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mechanic’s 
exams for General Airframe. Students completing the certificate will be able to seek entry-level employment in Airframe 
Mechanic related fields.



Carlos Lopez
Division Chair

Applied Sciences 

Donald J. McBlain
Program 

Coordinator
Instructor 

Donald J. McBlain
Instructor 

Abraham Herrera 
Instructor
SFDRCISD



AIRCRAFT GENERAL MAINTENANCE LEVEL ONE CERTIFICATE – BASIC

AIRFRAME MECHANICS LEVEL TWO CERTIFICATE 

Degrees and Certificates



Degrees and Certificates



Future of Program 

General Maintenance Revisions



Future of Program 

Airframe and Powerplant Mechanics Revisions



Aircraft and Avionics Equipment Mechanics and Technicians
Median Annual Wages, 

Avionics Technicians: $81,390.00

Aircraft and Avionics Equipment Mechanics and Technicians: $79,140.00

Aircraft Mechanics and Service Technicians: $78,680.00

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations: $58,230.00

Total, All Occupations: $49,500.00

Note: All Occupations includes all occupations in the U.S. Economy.​
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics



Program Enrollment



Graduation



• Del Rio Hanger Move

• Lease ended in old hanger moved to new facility.

• Revised Curriculum for Target Powerplant Program

• Revision to General Maintenance, Airframe Mechanics to accommodate introduction 

of future Powerplant Mechanics Program.

• FAA Inspection

• First inspection in 2 years. Facility Approved. Updates to Ops Manuel Pending. Went 

Really Well!

• Del Rio HS Future  

• FAA Satellite Campus Approval and Instructor Approval. 

Milestones







Thank You to the Board of Trustees 

of Southwest Texas College
We sincerely appreciate your dedication and service on the college 
board. Your time, leadership, and thoughtful attention to the 
diverse programs offered at Southwest Texas College play a vital 
role in shaping the future of our students and community. 

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to 
excellence in education!


