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District Office
9317B IL Route 84
Savana, IL 61074
Ph: (815) 291-8989

Springfield Office
316 State House
Springfield, IL 62706
Ph: (217) 782-3992

Tony McCombie
State Representative — District 89

September 30, 2025

Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Grant Review Committee
c/o Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom

1701 Towanda Avenue

Bloomington, IL 61701

RE: Letter of Support for Monroe Center Elementary School Garden Club — IAITC Grant Application
Dear Grant Review Committee Members,

It is my privilege to offer my strong support for Monroe Center Elementary School’s Garden Club as they
apply for the Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC) grant. Their thoughtful plan to purchase
galvanized raised garden beds and soil is much more than a gardening project, it is an investment in the next
generation of Illinois leaders.

Through this initiative, students will gain meaningful, hands-on experiences that connect directly to the
lessons they learn in the classroom. By planting vegetables and pollinator-friendly flowers, these young
learners will see firsthand the importance of agriculture in their daily lives, from the food on their tables to
the stewardship of our environment.

Projects like this foster curiosity, responsibility, and pride in Illinois” agricultural heritage. They also
encourage healthy living and build lifelong respect for the land and the farmers who sustain us. Most
importantly, this program will spark an appreciation for agriculture at an age when students are eager to
learn, explore, and connect with the world around them.

I wholeheartedly encourage your full consideration of this worthy application. Supporting Monroe Center
Elementary’s Garden Club means investing in students, strengthening communities, and carrying forward
the proud tradition of Illinois agriculture.

Sincerely,

Ting Mo

Representative Tony McCombie
Illinois House of Representative
District 89
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Garden clean up.




