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POLICY 2227

Transportation: Equipment: Buses 

A.  Design and Construction

1. All buses that the District uses will conform to the requirements set out for new and 
used buses in the Standards for Utah School Buses and Operations and the 
National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures. Further, the District 
will purchase no buses which do not meet the Standards for Utah School Buses and 
Operations unless an exemption has been obtained from the State Board of 
Education.

Standards for Utah School Buses and Operations p. 12-14, 17-18 (2019)

B. Markings

1. Every school bus, when operated for the transportation of school children, shall bear 
upon the front and rear of the bus a plainly visible sign containing the words “School 
Bus” in letters not less than eight inches in height, which shall be removed when the 
vehicle is not in use for the transportation of school children.

Utah Code § 41-6a-1302(1) (2024)

2. Each school bus shall have a clearly legible sign placed on each school bus and by 
each entrance to the bus which warns that unauthorized entry onto a school bus is a 
violation of state law.

Utah Code § 76-9-107(5) (2025)

C. Lights

1. Every school bus shall, in addition to any other equipment and distinctive markings 
be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as 
practicable, which shall display to the front two alternately flashing red lights located 
at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights located at the 
same level, and these lights shall be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight.

Utah Code § 41-6a-1301(1) (2015)

2. Every school bus shall also be equipped with yellow signal lamps mounted near 
each of the four red lamps and at the same level but closer to the vertical centerline 
of the bus, which shall display two alternately flashing yellow lights to the front and 

https://schools.utah.gov/financialoperations/pupiltransportation/resources/utahschoolbusesandoperationsstandards/2020StandardsUtahSchoolBusesOperations.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter6A/41-6a-S1302.html?v=C41-6a-S1302_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter9/76-9-S107.html?v=C76-9-S107_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter6A/41-6a-S1301.html?v=C41-6a-S1301_1800010118000101
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two alternately flashing yellow lights to the rear, and these lights shall be visible at 
500 feet in normal sunlight.

Utah Code § 41-6a-1301(2) (2015)

D. Inspection

1. Before any new school bus shall be put into service, the District shall inspect and 
test the bus to verify conformance with the Standards for Utah School Buses and 
Operations. Tests which shall be conducted during the acceptance inspection of a 
school bus shall include, but not be limited to:

a. Inventory of required safety features.

b. Functions tests of all lamps and signals, emergency braking system, horn and 
other operating systems.

2. If further inspection is required, the District will request that Utah Department of 
Transportation officers provide an acceptance test.

Standards for Utah School Buses and Operations p. 13 (2019)

3. The District shall perform annual safety inspections on its school buses in 
accordance with regulations of the Utah Highway Patrol Division. The District shall 
remove from public highways any buses that have defects endangering the safety of 
passengers or other drivers until any such defects have been remedied. District 
buses are also subject to random inspection by the Utah Highway Patrol.

Utah Code § 53-8-211(2), (3) (2020)
Standards for Utah School Buses and Operations p. 19 (2019)

http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter6A/41-6a-S1301.html?v=C41-6a-S1301_1800010118000101
https://schools.utah.gov/financialoperations/pupiltransportation/resources/utahschoolbusesandoperationsstandards/2020StandardsUtahSchoolBusesOperations.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter8/53-8-S211.html?v=C53-8-S211_2020051220210101
https://schools.utah.gov/financialoperations/pupiltransportation/resources/utahschoolbusesandoperationsstandards/2020StandardsUtahSchoolBusesOperations.pdf

