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HLC Changes to Criteria

• 5 Criteria 
• 18 Core components 

and 68 sub-components
• Assumed practices

• Mission-reflective 
approach

• 4 Criteria (consolidated 
criteria on teaching and 
learning)

• 18 Core components (no 
sub-components)

• Revised assumed 
practices

• Clarifying language to 
reduce redundancy

2020 Criteria 
(ending 8/31/25)

New Criteria 
(starting 9/1/25)
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Prepare 
Assurance Filing

Assurance 
Review

Quality Initiative 
Proposal

Quality Initiative 
Report & 

Assurance Filing

Comprehensive 
Evaluation & 

Visit

CLC Accreditation Timeline

Years 1-3 Year 4 Year 10Years 5-7 Years 7-9

FY19-FY21 FY22 FY23-FY25 FY25-FY27 FY28

Positive Assurance 
Review with no 
corrective action, 
but areas for 
improvement

Quality Initiative 
on Assessment of 
Student Learning 
approved

Preparation on 
Quality Initiative 
Report and 
Assurance Filing

Cross-functional 
effort to write 
Assurance Filing

Complete site 
visit and receive 
results of 
comprehensive 
evaluationMilestones
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HLC Criterion 3: Teaching and Learning for Student Success

The institution demonstrates responsibility for the quality of its 
educational programs, learning environments and support services, and 
it evaluates their effectiveness in fulfilling its mission. The rigor and 
quality of each educational program is consistent regardless of modality, 
location or other differentiating factors. 
3.A. Educational Programs 3.E. Assessment of Student Learning

3.B. Exercise of Intellectual Inquiry 3.F. Program Review
3.C. Sufficiency of Faculty and Staff  3.G. Student Success Outcomes
3.D. Support for Student Learning and 
Resources for Teaching
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HLC Criteria on Assessment of Student Learning

Criteria 3. Teaching and Learning for Student Success

• 3E. Assessment of Student Learning
• The institution improves the quality of educational programs based 

on its assessment of student learning.
• 3F. Program Review
• The institution improves its curriculum based on periodic program 

review.
• 3G. Student Success Outcomes
• The institution’s student success outcomes demonstrate continuous 

improvement, taking into account the student populations it serves 
and benchmarks that reference peer institutions.
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Levels and Cycle of Assessment 
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HLC Assessment Academy

• Team of faculty and administrators
• Four-year experience 

o August 2022 - October 2026
• HLC assigned scholar and mentor coaches

Goals for Participation:

• Foster collaborative culture of 
assessment across  institution

• Diversify curricular and co-
curricular assessment 
strategies

• Develop refined, impactful, 
actionable college learning 
outcomes (CLOs)

• Integrate CLO mapping into 
curriculum mapping process

• Increase co-curricular 
assessment participation while 
improving student 
engagement.
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HLC Criteria on Governance and Board Role

Criteria 2. Integrity: Ethical and Responsible Conduct

Criteria 1. Mission

Criteria 4. Sustainability: Institutional Effectiveness, Resources and Planning

• A. Integrity: Ethical and Responsible Conduct​

• 1A. Mission Alignment
• 1B. Mission and Public Good

• 2A. Integrity
• 2C. Board Governance

• 4A. Effective Administrative Structures
• 4B. Resource Base and Sustainability
• 4C. Planning for Quality Improvement

Assumed Practices
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HLC Criteria on Governance and Board Role

Standards Evidence

Policy Manual, 
Board Meeting 
Recordings and 
Minutes

HLC reviewers 
visit CLC and 
meet with 
stakeholders

Verification

Assumed Practices, 
Criteria, and Core 
Components
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Questions
What clarification is needed at this time?

Guidance
1. What support does the Board need to prepare for the HLC 
site visit?
2. Is there additional information the Board would like to 
receive at this time?

Discussion


