
Standards and 
Curriculum
Presentation to Becker PTSA
November 16, 2021



 Standards and curriculum development is a complex 
process.  The goals of this presentation are:

 
● Understand the standards development process 

done by the Minnesota Department of Education 
(MDE)

● Understand the curriculum review cycle 
implemented at Becker Public Schools.

● Understand the role of the District Curriculum 
Advisory Committee.

Goals:



Academic Standards
MN Statute 120B.2 and 120B.21



The Minnesota K-12 Academic 
Standards are the statewide 
expectations for student learning 
in K-12 public schools. School 
districts are required to put state 
standards into place so all 
students have access to 
high-quality content and 
instruction.

Standards



● An academic standard is a summary description of 
student learning in a content area. 

● Academic standards are comprised of one or more 
benchmarks. 

● A benchmark supplements the standard and is the 
specific knowledge or skill that a student must 
master to complete part of an academic standard 
by the end of a grade level or grade band.

What is a standard?

Understanding MN Academic Standards

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=PROD046522&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary




● Minnesota’s academic standards are reviewed and 
revised on a 10-year cycle. 

● One content area of academic standards is 
reviewed and revised each year based on a 
schedule approved by the Minnesota legislature.

Standards Review Cycle

Standards Development Process

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/#:~:text=Learn%20more%20about%20the%20Minnesota%20K-12%20Academic%20Standards%20Development%20Process




● Multiple opportunities for 

public comment

● MDE reviews public 

comments

● Statement of Need and 

Reasonableness (SONAR)

● Notice of Adoption published 

in State Register

Rulemaking



Social Studies
Citizenship/Govt

Economics
History

Geography

Physical 
Education

Motor Skills
Movement & Performance

Physical Activity
Healthy Choices

English 
Language Arts

Reading
Writing

Listening
Speaking

Mathematics
Number & Operation

Algebra
Geometry & Measurement

Data & Probability

Which content areas have MN academic standards?

The Arts
Dance
Music

Theater
Visual/Media

Science
Physical

Life
Earth & Space
Engineering



● Physical Education: 2023-24

● Arts: 2023-24

● Science: 2024-25

● English Language Arts: 2025-26

● Social Studies: TBD (likely 2026-27)

● Mathematics: TBD (likely 2027-28)

"REVISED ACADEMIC STANDARDS IMPLEMENTATION SUSPENSION. Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.021, the commissioner of education must suspend until June 1, 2023 any implementation of revised academic standards not already 

implemented as of January 1, 2021 under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.021. This suspension does not prevent the commissioner from continuing with current rulemaking activities or developing future statewide assessments.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment."

Updated Academic Standards 
Implementation Process



Other content areas with local standards:

Health
National Health 

Education Standards

World Languages
Am Council of the 

Teaching of Foreign 
Languages

Career and Technical Education
Business/Marketing

FACS
Health Science

Trade & Industry

CTE standards are 
based on industry 
standards or state 

frameworks



The academic standards are important because they help:

● Prepare students for success in careers, college, and 
civic life.

● Work toward equity: they describe the knowledge and 
skills that all students across the state should learn, 
and support a well-rounded education for all.

● Define credit requirements for graduation.
● Guide school districts adoption and design of 

curricula.
● Describe how learning progresses from Kindergarten 

to high school.

Why do the standards matter?

All students—including students with unique learning needs—must meet the credit requirements and 
satisfactorily complete all state and local standards in order to graduate. 



Curriculum
MN Statute 120B.021



● Minnesota’s academic standards identify the 
knowledge and skills that all students must achieve in 
a content area by the end of a grade level or grade 
band. This can be thought of as the “what” students 
must learn. 

● Educators make the decisions on the “how” to deliver 
instruction on the standards.

● Curriculum is the resources and plans that educators 
need to present the content to students.

Standards, Instruction, and Curriculum



By statute (Minn. Stat. § 120B.021, subd. 2(b)), 
Minnesota academic standards do not require a 
specific curriculum. Districts, schools, and 
educators make curriculum and instruction 
decisions to support the teaching and student 
mastery of standards.

Standards and Curriculum





Year 1: Research, Planning, and Design
● Review available data to identify strengths and area for improvement
● Analyze new standards (state or national)
● Compare new standards to old standards

○ Identify what is the same/different
○ Compare new standards to data review results

● Identify strengths of current program and areas for improvement
○ Research trends and issues that affect the subject area
○ Investigate best practices
○ Identify model programs or experts to consult
○ Conduct school visits to observe programs and make comparisons

Steps in the Curriculum Review Cycle



Year 2: Review instructional Methods and Materials
● Review improvement plan - what do we plan to accomplish?
● Develop an implementation plan
● Create a standards-based alignment chart and identify units of study
● Unpack standards
● Review materials (including digital resources) for purchase

○ Choose to supplement existing materials, purchase new materials, write 
curriculum

○ List the pros and cons of each
● Identify professional development needs to support implementation

Steps in the Curriculum Review Cycle



The District Curriculum Advisory Committee 
(DCAC) serves as a communication link 
between the school and the community.  

School Content Curriculum Committees inform 
the DCAC during the curriculum adoption 
process.

Before implementation of new content 
curriculum resources, school content curriculum 
committees present their findings and the 
chosen recommendations for curriculum 
resources to the school board for approval.

Adoption of Curriculum Resources



Year 3: Implementation
● Provide appropriate professional development for staff on content and/or 

instructional strategies
● Implement new material and/or instructional strategies
● Continue to align curriculum; linking standards, resources, and assessments
● Continue to unpack standards
● Identify essential learner outcomes for appropriate grades/classes
● In the spring, review alignment charts to ensure coverage of standards and 

make necessary revisions (curriculum, instruction, pacing)

Steps in the Curriculum Review Cycle



Year 4: Monitor and Adjust
● Implement revisions and update alignment charts
● Update curriculum templates
● Design standards-based common formative assessments using a variety of 

types - focus on essential learning outcomes
● Examine data and gather teacher input on effectiveness of programming
● Continue to unpack standards
● Make necessary revisions (curriculum, instruction, pacing) - update alignment 

charts

Steps in the Curriculum Review Cycle



Year 5: Monitor and Adjust
● Implement revisions and update alignment charts
● Design standards-based common formative assessments using a variety of 

types - focus on essential learning outcomes

Steps in the Curriculum Review Cycle





Curriculum 
Templates

Most curriculum areas 
have course templates 
located on the Becker 
Public School website. 
(Departments - Curriculum 
and Instruction - 
Curriculum - Content 
Area).



District Curriculum 
Advisory Committee

MN Statute 120B.11



The purpose of the District Curriculum 
Advisory Committee (DCAC) is to serve in an 
advisory capacity to the school district and to 
serve as a communication link between the 
schools and communities which constitute the 
school district.

Purpose of the District Curriculum 
Advisory Committee (DCAC):



● Promote school activities
● React to new school programs and activities
● Encourage and promote District unity through support 

of district-wide programs and activities
● Serve as a liaison between district and school sites 

with regards to student concerns, parent concerns, 
community concerns, administrative concerns, and 
local school concerns

DCAC members:



Questions?



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 
infographics & images by Freepik

Minda Anderson
Assistant Superintendent
Becker Public Schools
763-261-6327
manderson2@isd726.org

Thanks!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

