
Denton ISD 
Legislative Priorities 
for the 89th Session



Empowering lifelong learners to be 
engaged citizens who positively impact 
their local and global community.

We will advocate for public education 
across the state and nation.

MISSION STATEMENT

IN PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE…



“Super Six” Board Goals:



Important Dates

June 2, 2025

89th Texas Legislative 
Session Ends

January 14, 2025
89th Texas Legislative 

Session Begins

November 5, 2024

General 
Election Day



Proposed Priorities:

• Adequate Funding

• Sensible Accountability



“Super Six” and Adequate Funding:

An increase in the basic allotment 
aligns with Board goals by supporting: 

• School security and student safety

• Teacher pay raises, retention, and recruitment

• Inflation adjusted indexed funding

• Fund based on enrollment not on attendance

• Increase basic allotment which has not been 
increased since 2019

• Improve Texas from ranking 49th in state 
funding for public education

• Fully fund full-day Pre-Kindergarten program



.

2024-2025 Legislative Budget Board Fiscal Size-up, 
07-2024, page 224:



PREKINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 12 TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY FUNDING IN ACTUAL 
AND CONSTANT DOLLARS FISCAL YEARS 2016 TO 2025 Source: FIGURE 151, pg 221

Note that the table shows that in Constant Dollars (dollars calculated 
with compounded state population and inflation growth) funding 

from 2016 to 2025 decreased by $707,000,000.



Average Attendance

*estimated

Decreased 2% 
since 2019









Inflation

Adjusting the basic 
allotment for change in 

the consumer price index 
between September 2019 
and August 2023 would 
require an increase of 

about $1,100 (19% 
change).



https://charlesbuttfdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-txed-poll.pdf



“Super Six” and Sensible Accountability:

Sensible accountability aligns with 
Board goals by supporting: 

• Enhanced understanding and engagement by 
families and communities

• Local control and locally determined 
accountability frameworks

• Reduction in mandatory state assessments

• Reducing high stakes in the A-F rating system 
that impact students, teachers, and schools



https://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/policy/testing-accountability/



https://www.raiseyourhandtexas.org/policy/testing-accountability/



There is doubt about the 
effectiveness of state 
standardized tests to 
measure student learning
• Only 42% of Texas believe the 

STAAR tests effectively measure 
student learning.

• Less than half of Texans (47%) 
believe state letter accountability 
grades for school campuses 
accurately reflect the quality of 
local public schools. 

https://charlesbuttfdn.org/research/takeaways-from-our-2023-tx-ed-poll/



Questions?
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