
Dear Okemos Families,

Providing our Okemos Public Schools students and staff with a safe educational
environment remains one of our top priorities. We have joined national efforts to educate our
community about ways they can help us prevent gun violence in our schools.

The Be SMART program by Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund and endorsed by the
national PTA, encourages secure gun storage practices and highlights the public safety risks of
unsecured guns. The program calls on families to:

S = Secure all guns in your homes and vehicles
M = Model responsible behavior around guns
A = Ask about unsecured guns in other homes
R = Recognize the role of guns in suicide
T = Tell your peers to Be SMART

Studies of all types of school-based gun violence across decades all point to the same
significant point of intervention—addressing students’ unauthorized access to guns in the home.
For example, a Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center study of targeted school
violence incidents found that 76 percent of the firearms were obtained from the homes of a
parent or close relative.

Unsecured guns in the home pose a risk to students beyond gun violence in schools. Every
year, 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot themselves or someone else. That’s
roughly one unintentional shooting per day. Gun suicide among children has reached the
highest rate in more than 20 years. In the overwhelming majority of these incidents, the gun
used was one that belonged to someone in their home.

One study found that 70 percent of parents believe their teen cannot access the gun(s) in their
home. Yet, the study also found that half of teens said they could gain access to a loaded gun in
their home in under an hour, including one-third who said they could do so in under five minutes.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention research shows that secure firearm storage
practices are associated with up to an 85 percent reduction in the risk of self-inflicted and
unintentional firearm injuries among children and teens. Storing firearms securely protects any
child in the home as well as students throughout the school district and community.

In an effort to protect Michigan families from gun violence and unintentional firearms injuries, the
“Secure Storage Law” requiring safe storage of firearms went into effect on February 13, 2024.
Public Act 17 of 2023 amended the Firearms Act by adding MCL 28.429, making it a crime to
improperly store or leave a firearm unattended on a premises under an individual's control when
that individual knows or reasonably should know a minor is, or is likely to be, on premise.
Unattended firearms must be unloaded and locked with a locking device or stored in a locked
box or container.

You can learn more and download helpful resources, including a secure storage fact sheet,
talking to your children about guns, and facts and resources on child firearm suicide, at
BeSMARTforKids.org/resources.

https://besmartforkids.org/
https://everytownsupportfund.org/
https://everytownsupportfund.org/press/everytown-celebrates-continued-partnership-with-national-parent-teacher-association-on-be-smart-secure-gun-storage-program/
https://www.secretservice.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/Protecting_Americas_Schools.pdf
https://everytownresearch.org/maps/notanaccident/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2777216
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzA2NDQwMzE5NCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDEiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQ5NjA3OTk3OTgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAyLjk0MjMwNDcxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGVnaXNsYXR1cmUubWkuZ292LyhTKGk1bml5emd0YmFza3IxdWd1dW8zcWJsaikpL21pbGVnLmFzcHg_cGFnZT1HZXRPYmplY3Qmb2JqZWN0bmFtZT0yMDIzLVNCLTAwNzkiLCJlbWFpbCI6ImthdGhlcmluZS5kaWVobEBva2Vtb3NrMTIubmV0In0.dzlaVTEqoIDG0IzB5_sz0DxOiDAJv_jI2CwI6PhP7N8
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMzA2NDQwMzE5NCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMDIiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwibGlua19pZCI6IjQ5NjA3OTk3OTkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNTAyLjk0MjMwNDcxIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGVnaXNsYXR1cmUubWkuZ292LyhTKHlqNGp2b2toYndwamJwcGZ4cG12ZmMyZikpL21pbGVnLmFzcHg_cGFnZT1HZXRPYmplY3Qmb2JqZWN0bmFtZT1tY2wtMjgtNDI5IiwiZW1haWwiOiJrYXRoZXJpbmUuZGllaGxAb2tlbW9zazEyLm5ldCJ9.Yxx_THKU4iT8kroCsgdOYyDm25_Enz0VCJSVdCi45Pw
https://besmartforkids.org/
https://besmartforkids.org/secure-gun-storage/resources/

