
School Safety and Responsible Firearm Storage 

Bottom Line:  School officials can pass resolutions to ensure parents know about how 
responsible gun storage can prevent school shootings. In the vast majority of school gun 
violence incidents, the shooters are students, and they obtain their guns from home, the 
homes of friends or relatives. This is unsurprising, as nearly 4.6 million American children live 
in homes with at least one gun that is loaded and unlocked. By taking proactive steps to 
promote a culture of responsible firearm storage, schools can prevent school gun violence 
and keep school communities safe.  

INTRODUCTION 
Unauthorized access to firearms is a major source of today’s gun violence. This is particularly true 
when it comes to school gun violence and gun violence among children or teens.   

An estimated 4.6 million American children live in households with at least one loaded, unlocked 
firearm.1 Every year, hundreds of children in this country gain access to firearms and unintentionally 
shoot themselves or someone else.2  There is also strong evidence that in school gun violence 
incidents, shooters are exploiting unsecured and easily accessible firearms. 

Everytown for Gun Safety, the National Education Association and the American Federation of 
Teachers has released a comprehensive set of proven effective solutions to intervene and prevent 
school gun violence3, and responsible firearm storage is an essential component to any effective 
strategy to keep schools safe. 

KEY FINDINGS 

The perpetrators of school gun violence are students or recent graduates. 

The New York Police Department compiled information on active shooter incidents from 1966 – 
2016, and analysis finds that 79% of active shootings in schools involved shooters who were school-
aged and were a current student or recent graduate of the school.4 

The overwhelming majority of firearms used in school gun violence incidents are obtained 
from the shooter’s home, the homes of relatives, or the homes of friends. 

In incidents of gun violence on school grounds, 78 percent of shooters under the age of 18 obtained 
their guns from their own home, a relative’s home, or from friends.5  

Access to unsecured firearms also contributes to unintentional gun violence among children 
and teens.  

Every year, nearly 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot themselves or someone 
else. That’s roughly one unintentional shooting per day, and approximately 77 percent of these 



incidents take place inside a home. Nearly 600 more children die by gun suicide each year, most 
often using guns belonging to a family member.6  

Responsible firearm storage can help prevent school gun violence and gun violence among 
children and teens. 

Research shows that responsible firearm storage practices are associated with reductions in the risk 
of self-inflicted and unintentional firearm injuries among children and teens—up to 85 percent 
depending on the type of storage practice.7 

Across the country, lawmakers, community members, and local leaders are working together to 
implement public awareness campaigns—such as Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America’s 
Be SMART program—that encourage secure gun storage practices and highlight the public safety 
risks of unsecured guns.8 

Just this year, the Los Angeles, California Unified School District passed a resolution to require that 
information be sent home with students to educate parents on their responsibility under existing 
state and local laws that require gun owners to responsibly store any firearms they own. Under this 
new policy, parents or guardians would need to sign and return a letter acknowledging that they 
have read the information. This type of action is a simple yet effective step that others can and 
should take to protect our students. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Local school districts should take proactive steps to address the safety of students and the school 
community by building awareness of the need for responsible firearm storage practices. 

1. Nineteen states, D.C., and several localities have some form of responsible firearm storage
law.9 In these places, schools can notify parents of these laws and the importance of
responsible gun storage.

2. In localities without a responsible firearm storage law, schools can bridge the gap and
provide families with information about responsible firearm storage and its importance in
keeping schools safe.

1 Azrael D, Cohen J, Salhi C, Miller M. Firearm storage in gun-owning households with children: Results of a 2015 national 
survey. Journal of Urban Health. 2018; 95(3): 295-304. Study defined children as age under the age of 18. 
2 For more information on unintentional shootings by children, see: everytownresearch.org/notanaccident. 
3 For more information on effective solutions to keep schools safe from gun violence see: Everytown for Gun Safety. Keeping 
our kids safe at school: a plan to stop mass shootings and end gun violence in American schools. 
everytownresearch.org/schoolsafety. February 2019.  
4 New York City Police Department. Active shooters: Recommendation and analysis for risk mitigation. 2016. https://on.nyc. 
gov/2GlEbI1. 
5 Everytown was able to identify the gun source in 51 percent of the incidents that involved shooters under 18 years old (a 
total of 100 shooters). Most of these shooters — 78 percent — obtained the gun(s) from their home or the homes of relatives 
or friends. Other analysis of school shootings consistently find that a clear majority of school shooters - between 68% and 
80% - obtain their guns from family members, friends, or relatives. See United States Secret Service and United States 
Department of Education. The final report and findings of the safe school initiative: Implications for the prevention of school 
attacks in the United States. https://bit.ly/2oFpIwa. Published May 2002. The study analyzed targeted school violence from 
1974 through June 2000 finding that 68 percent of attackers acquired the gun(s) used in the incidents from their home or that 
of a relative. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Source of firearms used by students in school-associated violent 
deaths, United States, 1992-1999. MMWR Weekly. 2003; 52(09): 169-172. The study analyzed school-associated violent deaths 
between 1992 and 1999 finding that 79 percent of guns used were obtained from the shooter’s home or that of a friend or 



relative. Woodrow Cox J, Rich S. ‘The gun’s not in the closet.’ The Washington Post. August 1, 2018. https://wapo.st/2TyDnTW. 
The study analyzed acts of gun violence at primary and secondary schools involving shooters under the age of 18 since 1999 
finding that of the 105 cases in which the gun’s source was identified, 80 percent were acquired from the child’s home or 
those of relatives or friends. 
6 For more information on unintentional shootings by children, see: everytownresearch.org/notanaccident. 
7 Grossman DC, Mueller BA, Riedy C, et al. Gun storage practices and risk of youth suicide and unintentional injuries. JAMA. 
2005; 293(6): 707-714. Study found households that locked both firearms and ammunition had an 85 percent lower risk of 
unintentional firearm deaths than those that locked neither.  
8 http://besmartforkids.org/about/ 
9 CA, CT, DC, DE, FL, IL, IA, HI, MA, MN, MD, NV, NH, NJ, NC, RI, TX, VA, WA, WI. In addition, localities like Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and New York City have responsible firearm storage ordinances. 



1besmartforkids.org/resources

Three-year-old Brayden Heath found his mother’s handgun in the living room of their home in Anchorage, Alaska. 
Brayden was playing with the gun when it discharged, shooting him in the head. He was taken to a local hospital and 
pronounced dead later that day.1

Introduction
7KHUH�DUH�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����PLOOLRQ�FLYLOLDQ�RZQHG�ȴUHDUPV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�2 and more than one-third of homes contain 
at least one gun.3�*XQ�RZQHUV�FDQ�PDNH�RXU�KRPHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�VDIHU�E\�VWRULQJ�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV�XQORDGHG�DQG�ORFNHG��ZLWK�
DPPXQLWLRQ�NHSW�LQ�D�VHSDUDWH�SODFH��WR�SUHYHQW�DFFHVV�E\�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�DW�ULVN�RI�KDUPLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�RU�
RWKHUV��5HVHDUFK�VKRZV�WKDW�WKHVH�VWRUDJH�SUDFWLFHV�FDQ�SOD\�D�YLWDO�UROH�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�ULVN�RI�JXQ�YLROHQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�DPRQJ�
FKLOGUHQ��GXH�WR�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�VKRRWLQJV�DQG�JXQ�VXLFLGHV�4

7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKLV��6WRULQJ�ȴUHDUPV�XQORDGHG��ORFNHG��DQG�VHSDUDWH�IURP�DPPXQLWLRQ�SUHYHQWV�DFFHVV�
DQG�VDYHV�OLYHV�

:KDW�LV�VHFXUH�ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH"
([SHUWV�DJUHH��ΖQ�RUGHU�WR�SUHYHQW�DFFHVV��ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH�SUDFWLFHV�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKUHH�PHWKRGV�HPSOR\HG�LQ�
FRPELQDWLRQȃXQORDGLQJ�WKH�DPPXQLWLRQ��ORFNLQJ�WKH�ȴUHDUP��DQG�VWRULQJ�WKH�ȴUHDUP�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�LQ�VHSDUDWH�
locations.5

8QORDG��*XQ�RZQHUV�VKRXOG�UHPRYH�DOO�DPPXQLWLRQ�IURP�WKH�ȴUHDUP��LQFOXGLQJ�UHPRYLQJ�DQ\�FKDPEHUHG�URXQGV��

/RFN��8QORDGHG�ȴUHDUPV�VKRXOG�EH�VHFXUHG�ZLWK�D�ȴUHDUP�ORFNLQJ�GHYLFH��VXFK�DV�D�MDFNHW�ORFN��RU�LQ�D�ORFNHG�ORFDWLRQ��OLNH�D�VDIH�
RU�ORFN�ER[��/RFNLQJ�GHYLFHV��VDIHV��DQG�ORFN�ER[HV�DUH�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�NH\V��FRPELQDWLRQV��RU�ELRPHWULF�WHFKQRORJ\�WKDW�OLPLW�DFFHVV��
Remember: Firearm locks do not prevent gun theft. 

6HSDUDWH��$PPXQLWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�VWRUHG�VHSDUDWHO\�IURP�WKH�ȴUHDUP�LQ�D�VHFXUH�ORFDWLRQ��

7KH�$PHULFDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�3HGLDWULFV��$$3��FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�JXQV�IURP�KRPHV�LV�WKH�PRVW�UHOLDEOH�DQG�
H΍HFWLYH�PHDVXUH�WR�SUHYHQW�VXLFLGH��KRPLFLGH��DQG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�ȴUHDUP�UHODWHG�LQMXULHV�WR�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�DGROHVFHQWV��
%XW�LI�WKHUH�DUH�JXQV�LQ�WKH�KRPH��$$3�QRWHV�WKDW�VWRULQJ�JXQV�XQORDGHG�DQG�ORFNHG��ZLWK�DPPXQLWLRQ�NHSW�LQ�D�VHSDUDWH�
SODFH��FDQ�PLWLJDWH�WKH�ULVN�RI�FKLOG�ȴUHDUP�LQMXU\�6

UNLOAD, LOCK, AND SEPARATE: SECURE 
STORAGE PRACTICES TO REDUCE GUN VIOLENCE

UNLOAD LOCK SEPARATE

6HSWHPEHU�����
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.H\�)LQGLQJV
$FFHVV�WR�XQVHFXUHG�ȴUHDUPV�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�JXQ�YLROHQFH�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WHHQV� Brayden’s tragic story is all too 
FRPPRQ��(YHU\�\HDU��QHDUO\�����FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����unintentionally shoot themselves or someone else.7 That’s roughly 
RQH�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�VKRRWLQJ�SHU�GD\��DQG�QHDUO\����SHUFHQW�RI�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�WDNH�SODFH�LQVLGH�D�KRPH���$QRWKHU�����FKLOGUHQ�
GLH�E\�JXQ�VXLFLGH�HDFK�\HDU�� most often using guns belonging to a family member.���8QVHFXUHG�ȴUHDUPV�DOVR�IXHO�JXQ�YLROHQFH�
outside the home. In incidents of gun violence on school grounds�����SHUFHQW�RI�VKRRWHUV�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI����REWDLQHG�WKHLU�
JXQV�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�KRPH��D�UHODWLYHȇV�KRPH��RU�IURP�IULHQGV�11

:H�DUH�DOO�VDIHU�ZKHQ�JXQV�DUH�VWRUHG�XQORDGHG��ORFNHG��DQG�VHSDUDWH�IURP�DPPXQLWLRQ� One study found that 
KRXVHKROGV�WKDW�ORFNHG�ERWK�ȴUHDUPV�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�ZHUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D����SHUFHQW�ORZHU�ULVN�RI�VHOI�LQȵLFWHG�ȴUHDUP�
LQMXULHV��DQG�DQ����SHUFHQW�ORZHU�ULVN�RI�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�ȴUHDUP�LQMXULHV�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ��FRPSDUHG�WR�WKRVH�WKDW�ORFNHG�QHLWKHU�12 
Another study estimated that if half of households with children that contain at least one unlocked gun switched to locking 
DOO�WKHLU�JXQV��RQH�WKLUG�RI�\RXWK�JXQ�VXLFLGHV�DQG�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�GHDWKV�FRXOG�EH�SUHYHQWHG��VDYLQJ�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����OLYHV�LQ�D�
single year.13

'HVSLWH�WKH�ULVNV�WR�VDIHW\��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�JXQ�RZQHUV�GR�QRW�VHFXUH�WKHLU�ȴUHDUPV� While millions of responsible gun 
RZQHUV�IROORZ�UHFRPPHQGHG�VWRUDJH�SUDFWLFHV��DQ�HVWLPDWHG����SHUFHQW�GR�QRW�ORFN�DOO�RI�WKHLU�JXQV��OHW�DORQH�VWRUH�WKHP�
XQORDGHG��ORFNHG��DQG�VHSDUDWH�IURP�DPPXQLWLRQ�14 Gun owners with children in the home are slightly more likely to lock all of their 
JXQV�15�EXW�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQ�FKLOGUHQ�OLYH�LQ�KRXVHKROGV�ZLWK�DW�OHDVW�RQH�XQORFNHG�DQG�ORDGHG�ȴUHDUP�16

&RQWUDU\�WR�SRSXODU�EHOLHI��VWRUDJH�GHYLFHV�GR�QRW�SUHYHQW�RZQHUV�IURP�UHDGLO\�DFFHVVLQJ�WKHLU�JXQV��There is a common 
myth that storage devices negate the self-defense purpose of owning a gun by putting time-consuming barriers between 
the gun owner and their means of defense.17�7KH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�D΍RUGDEOH�RSWLRQV�IRU�ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH�WKDW�
provide owners with access to guns in a matter of seconds while still preventing access by children and people at increased 
risk of harming themselves or others.���)XUWKHU��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�XQVHFXUHG�JXQV�PD\�DFWXDOO\�increase the likelihood of crime 
and violence through an increased risk of gun theft.���(DFK�\HDU��DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������WR���������JXQV�DUH�VWROHQ��� and many 
DUH�IXQQHOHG�LQWR�WKH�XQGHUJURXQG�PDUNHW��ZKHUH�RQFH�OHJDOO\�RZQHG�ȴUHDUPV�FDQ�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GDQJHURXV�
histories.21

5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV
*XQ�RZQHUV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�ZLWK�ULJKWV�FRPHV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DQG�SURPRWLQJ�VHFXUH�ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH�LV�LQWHJUDO�WR�SXEOLF�
VDIHW\��&RPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�HQFRXUDJH�UHFRPPHQGHG�ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH�SUDFWLFHV��

&RPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�DQG�ORFDO�OHDGHUV�VKRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�VHFXUH�ȴUHDUP�VWRUDJH�WKURXJK�RXWUHDFK�WR�JXQ�RZQHUV�DQG�
JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�FDPSDLJQV��5HVHDUFKHUV��FOLQLFLDQV��DQG�JXQ�RZQHUV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�GHYHORS�PHVVDJLQJ�
and recommend storage options that are relevant to local values and context.22

(YLGHQFH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�FOLQLFLDQV�ZKR�FRXQVHO�SDWLHQWV�FDQ�H΍HFWLYHO\�SURPRWH�UHFRPPHQGHG�VWRUDJH�SUDFWLFHV��
SDUWLFXODUO\�LI�VWRUDJH�GHYLFHV�DUH�JLYHQ�DZD\�IRU�IUHH�23

OF YOUTH SUICIDES 
AND UNINTENTIONAL 
DEATHS ARE PREVENTED 
BY SECURING GUNS.

)RU�D�IXOO�OLVW�RI�FLWDWLRQV�SOHDVH�YLVLW��ELW�O\���<0O$(

https://everytownresearch.org/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/keeping-our-schools-safe/
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Brayden Heath, de tres años, encontró la pistola de su madre en la sala de su casa en Anchorage, Alaska. Brayden estaba jugando con el 
arma cuando se disparó, hiriéndolo en la cabeza. Fue llevado a un hospital local y declarado muerto más tarde ese día.1

Introducción
Se estima que hay 265 millones de armas de fuego de propiedad civil en los Estados Unidos,2 y más de un tercio de los hogares 
contienen al menos un arma.3 Los propietarios de armas de fuego pueden hacer que sus hogares y comunidades sean más seguros al 
almacenar sus armas de fuego descargadas y bloqueadas, con las municiones en un lugar separado, para evitar el acceso de los niños 
y otras personas que están en riesgo de lesionarse a sí mismas o lesionar a otras personas. Las investigaciones muestran que estas 
prácticas de almacenamiento pueden desempeñar un papel vital en reducir el riesgo de violencia armada, particularmente entre los 
niños, debido a disparos involuntarios y suicidios con armas.4

La conclusión es la siguiente: Almacenar armas de fuego descargadas, bloqueadas y separadas de municiones 
impide el acceso y salva vidas.

¿Qué es el almacenamiento seguro de armas de fuego?
/RV�H[SHUWRV�FRQFXHUGDQ��$�ȴQ�GH�HYLWDU�HO�DFFHVR��ODV�SU£FWLFDV�GH�DOPDFHQDPLHQWR�GH�DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�GHEHQ�LQFOXLU�WUHV�
métodos empleados en combinación, descargar las municiones, bloquear el arma y almacenar el arma de fuego y las 
municiones en lugares separados.5

Descargar: Los propietarios de armas de fuego deben retirar todas las municiones del arma, incluidas las balas en la recámara. 

Bloquear: Las armas de fuego descargadas deben asegurarse con un dispositivo de bloqueo de armas de fuego, como un traba de 
gatillo, o en recipientes con cerraduras, como una caja fuerte o caja de seguridad. Los dispositivos de bloqueo, cajas de seguridad y 
cajas con candado están equipados con llaves, combinaciones o tecnología biométrica que limita el acceso. Recuerde: Los bloqueos de 
armas de fuego no evitan el robo del arma. 

Separar: Las municiones deben almacenarse de forma separada del arma de fuego en un lugar seguro. 

La Academia Estadounidense de Pediatría (American Academy of Pediatrics, AAP) concluye que la ausencia de 
DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�HQ�ORV�KRJDUHV�HV�OD�PHGLGD�P£V�FRQȴDEOH�\�HIHFWLYD�SDUD�HYLWDU�VXLFLGLRV��KRPLFLGLRV�\�OHVLRQHV�
accidentales relacionadas con armas de fuego en niños y adolescentes. Sin embargo, si hay armas de fuego en 
el hogar, la AAP nota que almacenar las armas descargadas y bloqueadas, con las municiones guardadas en un 
lugar separado, puede mitigar el riesgo de lesiones por armas de fuego en niños.6

DESCARGAR, BLOQUEAR Y SEPARAR: PRÁCTICAS 
DE ALMACENAMIENTO SEGURAS PARA REDUCIR  
LA VIOLENCIA CON ARMAS DE FUEGO

DESCARGAR BLOQUEAR SEPARAR

Septiembre de 2019
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Hallazgos clave
El acceso a armas de fuego no protegidas contribuye con la violencia con armas de fuego entre niños y adolescentes. La 
WU£JLFD�KLVWRULD�GH�%UD\GHQ�HV�GHPDVLDGR�FRP¼Q��&DGD�D³R��FDVL����bQL³RV�PHQRUHV�GH���bD³RV�disparan de manera accidental a sí 
mismos o a alguien más.7�(VR�UHSUHVHQWD�XQ�GLVSDUR�DFFLGHQWDO�SRU�G¯D��\�FDVL���bSRU�FLHQWR�GH�HVWRV�LQFLGHQWHV�VH�GHVDUUROOD�HQ�HO�
interior de un hogar.��2WURV����bQL³RV�PXHUHQ�SRU�VXLFLGLR�FRQ�DUPD�GH�IXHJR�FDGD�D³R�9 en general usando armas pertenecientes a 
un miembro de la familia. 10 Las armas de fuego no protegidas también alimentan la violencia con armas fuera del hogar. En incidentes 
de violencia con armas de fuego en instalaciones escolares����bSRU�FLHQWR�GH�ORV�WLUDGRUHV�PHQRUHV�GH���bD³RV�REWXYLHURQ�VXV�DUPDV�
de su propio hogar, el hogar de un familiar o de amigos.11

Todos estamos más seguros cuando las armas se almacenan descargadas, bloqueadas y separadas de las municiones. Un 
HVWXGLR�GHVFXEULµ�TXH�ORV�KRJDUHV�TXH�HQFHUUDEDQ�ODV�DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�\�PXQLFLRQHV�VH�DVRFLDURQ�FRQ�XQ���bSRU�FLHQWR�PHQRV�GH�
ULHVJR�GH�OHVLRQHV�FRQ�DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�DXWRLQȵLJLGDV��\�XQ���bSRU�FLHQWR�PHQRV�GH�ULHVJR�GH�OHVLRQHV�DFFLGHQWDOHV�FRQ�DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�
entre niños, en comparación con los que no las encierran.12 Otro estudio estimó que si la mitad de los hogares con niños que poseen 
al menos un arma no encerrada comenzaran a guardar todas las armas, un tercio de los suicidios de jóvenes con arma de fuego y 
PXHUWHV�DFFLGHQWDOHV�SRGU¯DQ�HYLWDUVH��HVWR�VDOYDU¯D�DSUR[LPDGDPHQWH����bYLGDV�HQ�XQ�VROR�D³R�13

A pesar de los riesgos de seguridad, la mayoría de los propietarios de armas de fuego no protege sus armas. Aunque millones 
GH�SURSLHWDULRV�UHVSRQVDEOHV�GH�DUPDV�GH�IXHJR�VLJXHQ�ODV�SU£FWLFDV�UHFRPHQGDGDV�GH�DOPDFHQDPLHQWR��DSUR[LPDGDPHQWH���bSRU�
ciento no bloquea todas sus armas, tampoco las guarda descargadas, bloqueadas y separadas de las municiones.14 Los propietarios 
de armas con niños en el hogar tienen levemente más probabilidad de bloquear todas las armas,15 pero aproximadamente 
���bPLOORQHV�GH�QL³RV�HVWDGRXQLGHQVHV�YLYHQ�HQ�KRJDUHV�FRQ�DO�PHQRV�XQ�DUPD�GH�IXHJR�QR�EORTXHDGD�\�FDUJDGD�16

Contrariamente a la creencia popular, los dispositivos de almacenamiento no evitan que los propietarios puedan acceder 
rápidamente a sus armas. Existe un mito común acerca de que los dispositivos de almacenamiento anulan el propósito de 
autodefensa de poseer un arma al poner obstáculos que llevan tiempo entre el propietario del arma y su medio de defensa.17 La 
realidad es que existen muchas opciones asequibles para el almacenamiento de armas de fuego que ofrecen a los propietarios 
acceso a las armas en solo segundos mientras siguen evitando el acceso de niños y personas con mayor riesgo de lesionarse a sí 
mismas o lesionar a otras personas.�� Además, es posible que las armas de fuego no protegidas en realidad puedan incrementar 
la probabilidad de delitos y violencia mediante un riesgo mayor de robo de armas de fuego.19 Cada año, aproximadamente entre 
200,000 y 500,000 armas son robadas,20 y muchas son canalizadas en el mercado negro, donde las armas de fuego legales pueden 
transferirse a personas con historiales peligrosos.21

Recomendaciones
Los propietarios de armas de fuego comprenden que los derechos también implican responsabilidad y promover el almacenamiento 
seguro de las armas es integral para la seguridad pública. Los miembros de la comunidad deben trabajar en conjunto para alentar las 
prácticas recomendadas de almacenamiento de armas de fuego. 

Los miembros de la comunidad y líderes locales deben alentar el almacenamiento seguro de armas de fuego mediante 
la divulgación entre propietarios de armas y campañas generales de concientización pública. Los investigadores, médicos y 
propietarios de armas de fuego deben trabajar juntos para desarrollar mensajes y opciones recomendadas de almacenamiento que 
sean relevantes para los valores y el contexto locales.22

La evidencia sugiere que los médicos que asesoran a pacientes pueden promover efectivamente prácticas 
recomendadas de almacenamiento, en especial si los dispositivos de almacenamiento se entregan de manera 
gratuita.23

Para obtener una lista completa de citas, visite: bit.ly/35YMlAE

DE SUICIDIOS DE JÓVENES Y 
MUERTES ACCIDENTALES SE 
PREVIENEN CON LA PROTECCIÓN 
DE ARMAS DE FUEGO.



School Boards Secure Storage Notification Resolution for States with Safe Storage or Child 
Access Prevention Laws 

Whereas, Evidence strongly suggests that secure firearm storage is an essential component to 
any effective strategy to keep schools and students safe; 

Whereas, An estimated 4.6 million American children live in households with at least one 
loaded, unlocked firearm; 

Whereas, Every year, nearly 350 children under the age of 18 unintentionally shoot themselves 
or someone else. That’s roughly one unintentional shooting per day, and 77 percent of these 
incidents take place inside a home; 

Whereas, Another 590 children die by gun suicide each year, most often using guns belonging 
to a family member; 

Whereas, In incidents of gun violence on school grounds, 79 percent of active shooters are 
current students or recent graduates, and 78 percent of shooters under the age of 18 obtained 
their guns from their own home, a relative’s home, or from friends; 

Whereas, Research shows that secure firearm storage practices are associated with up to an 
85 percent reduction in the risk of self-inflicted and unintentional firearm injuries among 
children and teens; 

Whereas, The U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center recommends the 
importance of appropriate storage of weapons because many school attackers used firearms 
acquired from their homes; 

Whereas, Across the country, lawmakers, community members, and local leaders are working 
together to implement public awareness campaigns, such as Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America’s Be SMART program, which is endorsed by the National PTA and which 
encourages secure gun storage practices and highlights the public safety risks of unsecured 
guns; 

Whereas, Keeping students, teachers and staff safe from the threat of gun violence should be 
the responsibility of all adult stakeholders at each of our school sites; 

Whereas, State law imposes criminal penalties on adults when a child gains unsupervised 
access to unsecurely stored firearms;

Whereas, In order to continue with preventative measures to increase student and school 
safety we must act now; now therefore, be it  



Resolved, That the Board directs the Superintendent and staff to update the Student 
Handbook to include information about parents' legal obligations regarding the secure storage 
of firearms;  and, be it finally 

Resolved, That the Board directs the Superintendent to create an appropriate letter (template 
attached), in English and Spanish, to parents and guardians that explains the importance of 
secure gun storage and the legal obligations to protect minors from accessing irresponsibly 
stored guns,at the beginning of each school year. 
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Illinois State law imposes criminal penalties on adults when a child gains unsupervised access to 
unsecurely stored firearms.�

<RX�FDQ��OHDUQ�PRUH ��DQG�GRZQORDG�KHOSIXO�UHVRXUFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�VHFXUH�VWRUDJH�IDFW�VKHHW��WDONLQJ�
WR�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DERXW�JXQV��DQG�IDFWV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�RQ�FKLOG�ILUHDUP�VXLFLGH��DW�
%H60$57IRU.LGV�RUJ�UHVRXUFHV ����

In addition to storing your own guns safely, it's important to ask about safe storage in homes your 
children may visit.

https://everytownresearch.org/notanaccident/
https://everytownresearch.org/notanaccident/
http://besmartforkids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/BeSmart-Secure-Storage-Fact-Sheet-Print-091119C.pdf
http://besmartforkids.org/
http://besmartforkids.org/resources



