
MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Livonia Public Schools 
15125 Farmington Road 

Regular Meeting 
March 15, 2010 

 
President Scheel convened the meeting at 7:36 p.m. in the Board Room, 15125 
Farmington Road, Livonia. 
 

Members 
Present 

 Colleen Burton, Robert Freeman, Steve King, Daniel Lessard, 
Patrice Mang, Gregory Oke, Lynda Scheel 

    
Members 
Absent 

 None 

   
Recognition of 
Livonia Career 
Technical 
Center 

 Representatives from MEEMIC Insurance Company recognized Dr. Janet 
Haas, Principal of the Livonia Career Technical Center, for the successful 
work of the Career Center’s school improvement team.  As a winner in the 
2008-2009 Ready, Set, Success! program, the Career Center received an 
award of $500.  Dr. Haas graciously accepted the award and thanked her 
staff for all they do.  Ready, Set Success! recognizes the successful 
strategies of school improvement teams across the state. 

   
Read Across 
America Board 
Resolution 

 It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board 
of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt a resolution 
recognizing the contributions made to children’s literature by renowned 
author, Dr. Seuss, and the focus on reading to children.  The Read Across 
America Resolution was offered by Mr. Freeman. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Recess  It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Mr. Oke that the Board of 

Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District have a short recess 
to visit with guests. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  The Board recessed at 7:52 p.m. 
   
Reconvene  President Scheel reconvened the meeting at 7:58 p.m. 
   
Written 
Communication 

 None 

   
Audience  Loyd Romick, 33437 Michele Court, addressed the Board regarding Cabinet 
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Communication contracts. 
Eileen McDonnell, 36099 Brookview, addressed the Board regarding 
financial matters. 

  Susan Sweetman, 35950 Six Mile Road, addressed the Board regarding her 
son. 

   
Response to 
Prior Audience 
Communication 

 None 

   
Consent 
Agenda 

 Ms. Scheel stated that Item VI.A. Bills for Payment—March 16, 2010, would 
be removed from the consent agenda.   

   
  It was moved by Mr. Freeman and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board 

of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the 
following consent agenda items as recommended by the superintendent: 

   
  IV.A. Minutes of the Special Meeting of February 3, 2010 

IV.B. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 8, 2010 
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
NCA/AdvancED 
Accreditation 
Update 

 Sheila Alles, Director of Academic Services, shared an update regarding 
NCA/AdvancED accreditation.  Ms. Alles relayed the progress the district has 
made in the areas that were recommended for improvement by the visiting 
QAR team last spring. 

   
Bills for 
Payment – 
March 16, 2010 

 It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Freeman that General 
Fund check nos. 501905 through 502821 for $7,260,803.04 be approved for 
payment and general fund wire transfers of $5,911,749.85 and payroll direct 
deposit of $6,491,807.98 be approved for total expenditures of 
$19,664,360.87. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  King 
   
Bids for Door 
Replacements 

 It was moved by Mr. Lessard and supported by Ms. Mang that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District approve the bids from 
IDN Door & Hardware in the amount of $76,510.00 and Rayhaven Group in 
the amount of $110,255.00 for a total amount of $186,765.00 for door 
replacements and authorize the Director of Secondary Programs and 
Facilities to enter into such agreements necessary to affect this work. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
 Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang 

Nays:  Scheel 
   
Second Budget  It was moved by Ms. Burton and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
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Amendments 
for 2009-2010 

Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the amended 
budgets for the 2009-10 school year, as shown below:  General Operating, 
Special Education Fund, Debt Retirement Fund, Building and Site 
Technology Fund, Technology Bond Fund, Sinking Fund Capital Projects 
Fund, Special Maintenance Fund, Food Service Fund, Health and Welfare 
Fund, Athletic Fund, Scholarship Fund, Funded Projects, and American 
Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Fund. 
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  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 
Nays:  None 

   
Resignations  Dorothy Chomicz, Director of Human Resources, informed the Board of 

Education that she accepted resignations from Susan Harden, Stefanie 
Kley, and Tara Mellis, effective June 30, 2010. 

   
Retirements  It was moved by Mr. Oke and unanimously supported by the Board that the 

Board of Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt 
resolutions of appreciation for services rendered by:   
 

Shirley Little, who has devoted 16.3 years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding 
service to the Livonia Public Schools as a paraprofessional at Hull Elementary 
School, Randolph Elementary School, and Roosevelt Elementary School. 
 
Carol Oribello, who has devoted 14.8 years of dedicated, loyal, and outstanding 
service to the Livonia Public Schools as a general helper and cook baker helper at 
Franklin High School. 
 
Patricia Siedlaczek, who has devoted 25.4 years of dedicated, loyal, and 
outstanding service to the Livonia Public Schools as a general helper, kitchen 
manager, and cook baker I at Stevenson High School, Central Kitchen, and 
Western Wayne Skill Center. 

   
Recall of 
Teacher 

 It was moved by Mr. King and supported by Mr. Freeman that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and recall to district employment as a 
teacher for the 2009-10 school year the person listed below: 

 

Name Assignment 
Wendy Kwiatkowski (.4) Health 
 Frost Middle School 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Approval of 
Teachers 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
the Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District accept the 
recommendation of the superintendent and offer employment for the 2009-
10 school year to the following teachers:  Carrianne Braun, Kimberly 
Finney, Norman Klawender, Darci Licata, John Palmer. 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Resolution on 
Unfunded 
Mandates 

 It was moved by Ms. Mang and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Board of 
Education of the Livonia Public Schools School District adopt the resolution 
below in support of the findings and recommendations of the Legislative 
Commission on Statutory Mandates. 
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SUPPORT OF THE FINAL REPORT OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON STATUTORY MANDATES 

 

 WHEREAS the electorate of the State of Michigan passed an amendment in 

November 1978 to the State’s Constitution that required the State to fund mandates 

imposed on local units of government (often referred to as the “Headlee Amendment”); and 

 WHEREAS the Headlee Amendment (Article IX, Section 29) states: 

“The state is hereby prohibited from reducing the state financed proportion of the 

necessary costs of any existing activity or service required of units of Local Government by 

state law. A new activity or service or an increase in the level of any activity or service 

beyond that required by existing law shall not be required by the legislature or any state 

agency of units of Local Government, unless a state appropriation is made and disbursed 

to pay the unit of Local Government for any necessary increased costs. The provision of 

this section shall not apply to costs incurred pursuant to Article VI, Section 18.” 

WHEREAS the Headlee Amendment became effective on December 23, 1978; and 

WHEREAS the State Legislature established the Legislative Commission on 

Statutory Mandates (LCSM) through P.A. 98 of 2007, as amended by P.A. 356 of 2008 and 

assigned the LCSM to identify mandates (including those involving reports) and the related 

cost of the mandates to local units of government, along with recommendations to resolve 

the unfunded mandates; and 

WHEREAS the LCSM worked with the Citizens Research Council (issued an 

analysis of other state’s statutes and constitutional requirements similar to the Headlee 

Amendment) and local units of government associations, including the Michigan School 

Business Officials and Michigan Association of School Administrators. 

WHEREAS the LCSM issued a report in June 2009 entitled “Interim Report of the 

Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates” that indicated, among other matters, that 

the State had failed to enact legislation enabling the Headlee Amendment and has not 

complied with the Headlee Amendment since its adoption in 1978; and 

WHEREAS the LCSM completed its report in December 2009 entitled “Final Report 

of the Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates” that reaffirms the Interim Report 

results and provides recommendations, including but not limited to: 

 Drafted legislation and court rules that would mitigate unfunded mandates 

imposed on local units of government in the future. 

 Proposed procedures that will prevent new unfunded mandates from being 

imposed on local units of government. 

 Proposed procedures that would be corrective should unfunded mandates 

be imposed that include, among other requirements: 

o A submission of an action before the Court of Appeals to be heard by a 

special master in order to rule on whether the matter is a mandate and 

if the mandate is underfunded. 
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o Require the Court of Appeals to rule on the above within six months of 

the filing. 

o Should the Court of Appeals not rule on the above within six months, 

the local unit of government would have no obligation to continue to 

provide the services until such time as the State complies with the 

Headlee Amendment. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Livonia Public Schools School 

District Board of Education supports the findings and recommendations in the interim and 

final reports of the Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates and encourages the 

Governor, Legislature and Supreme Court to adopt and enact the recommendations cited 

in the final report. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Livonia Public Schools School District 

Board of Education approves the release of this resolution to be distributed to the 

Governor, Legislators and Supreme Court. 

Robert J. Freeman, Secretary 
Livonia Public Schools Board of Education 

   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
Adjournment  It was moved by Mr. Oke and supported by Mr. Lessard that the Regular 

Meeting of March 15, 2010 be adjourned. 
   
  Ayes:  Burton, Freeman, King, Lessard, Mang, Oke, Scheel 

Nays:  None 
   
  President Scheel adjourned the meeting at 9:31 p.m. 
 


