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DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY
& SECONDARY EDUCATION

Public School Waiver Request

District: Newport School District
LEA Number: 3403-000

Superintendent: Jon Bradley

Email: jbradley@newportschools.org
Contact for Waiver: joradley@newportschools.org
Contact Email: jbradley@newportschools.org
Contact Phone: (870) 523-1311

Date Received by DESE:

The following documents must be submitted with the waiver request:
1. Board resolution approving the waiver request
2. Evidence of stakeholder involvement, including teachers and student families

e A board resolution was adopted on February 12, 2024 and is included in this request.
e Stakeholder evidence was obtained that indicated agreement with an early start date.

Evidence is included in this request.



Waiver Request #1

f_Toplc . . |Early Start of School Date
::StandardsIStatuteisules | AC.A6-10-106
4'_-Durat|on Requested | B5Years

| Name of Open-Enrollment .
'Charter Holdmg the Walver e

Newport School District

Schools, Grades or Classes

| K-12

.the Wavier W|II Apply To

j_f:'PURPOSE OF THE WAIVER:,:_.' |

'f(Must check at. Ieast one)

e Increase Equitable Access to Effective Teachers

1 O Promote Innovation

Enhance Student Learning Opportunities

1.

Provide a DETAILED RATIONALE explaining how the waiver will enhance student learning

opportunities, promote innovation, or increase equitable access to effective teachers. Include
information about the problem or obstacle, if any, the waiver will help the district overcome.

A waiver of A.C.A 6-10-106 will permit an earlier start of the school year thus allowing more instructional
days prior to the achievement-testing window. In addition, the early start will allow for more balanced
semesters and the ability to administer semester tests prior to the Christmas break. Semaester testing
before the break will enhance pacing of standards based instruction. This will benefit students and assist
them in receiving needed grade level instruction.

Provide a detailed explanation of how the services being waived will be provided for students.

We would like to begin the 24-25 school year the week before August 19, which falls on a Monday.
Newport School District would like the flexibility to start the school year sometime between August 12 and
16. The planned start date for the 24-25 year would be August 15. In successive years, we would like to
start as many as five instructional days prior to the dates stated in A.C.A 68-10-106. We request a five-year

waiver, if possible.

waiver.

Provide a detailed explanation of how the district will monitor and evaluate the effectlveness of the

The district will monitor attendance in the early start days. In addition, we will review pacing outcomes, and

monitor student achievement.




Newport Schoo! District
Board of Education

February 12, 2024

Resolution to request early start date waiver from the Department of
Education for the 2024-2025 school year.

Whereas it is the responsibility of the Board to set the calendar for the
upcoming school! year, the Newport School Board of Directors does hereby
formally request a waiver from the Arkansas Department of Education.

Whereas the board has taken into account feedback from the faculty,
administration, and the community on this specific subject, the Newport
Board would request to start the school year for the 202“-»-2025 school
year during the week prior to August 19, 2024, the date legally allowed as
the lawful start date for public schools in Arkansas.

Now, therefore it be resolved to request the early start date waiver from the
Arkansas Department of Education.

: P
Heath George, President m @ No
Jeff Sampson, Vice-President k\("{{ <\_L> Yes /No

Monica Visser, Secretary / W ) No

Todd Norris, Dispersing Officer M@m @ No
(’ .

Justin Foshee

LaTonya Anders

Kay Pate
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Com B

Timestamp

2/6/2024 15:22:45
2/6/2024 15:22:51
2/6/2024 15:22:53
2162024 15:23:03
2/6/2024 15:23:03
2/6/2024 15:23:05
2/6/2024 15:23:06
2/6/2024 15:23:09
2/6/2024 15:23:12
21612024 15:23:13
21612024 15:23:23
2/6/2024 15:23:27
2/6/2024 15:23:44
2/6/2024 15:23:49
2/6/2024 15:23:50
2/6/2024 15:23:55
2/6/2024 15:24:07
216/2024 15:24:09
21612024 15:24:10
216/2024 15:24:15
2/6/2024 15:24:17
216/2024 15:24:19
2/6/2024 15:24:20
2/6/2024 15:24:28
21612024 15:24:32
2/6/2024 15:24:36
2/6/2024 15:25:00
2/6/2024 15:25.45
2/6/2024 15:25:58
2/6/2024 15:25:59

Name

Cheryll Luper
Elizabeth Wilson
Carl steele

Shawn Ford
Natalie Jones

Thai Spencer

April Stokes
Brandi Toddy
Jasmine Pardiwala
Emily loggains
Natalie Martin
Nicole Harris
Christy Hernandez
Jessica Hensley
Sarah Solis
Ricardo Alfredo Solis
Sarah Metzger
Karen Freeman
Laticia Patterson
Catherine Border
Emaleigh Gee
Audra Lovelady
Sherry lanier

Ting Herman

Waiver Request for Early Start Date
Yes, | support an early start date.

Neo, | do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date.

No, | do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

No, | do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early stari date.

Yes, | support an early siart date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

No, | do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date,

Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, { support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

No, 1 do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes, | support an early start date.

No, I do not support an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date.

Yes | support a early star Yes, | support an early start date.

Hope Fry
Mrs. Smith
Cory Whitmire
Rachel Siter
Tamara Smith

Yes, | support an early start date.
No, | do not support an early start date.
Yes, | suppori an early start date.
Yes, | support an early start date.
No, I do not support an early start date.
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