
 

 

 

 

Act 1240 District Waiver Request 
 

District: Siloam Springs 

LEA Number: 0406000 

Superintendent: Jody Wiggins 

Email: wigginsj@gosiloam.com 

Contact for Waiver: Kelly Svebek 

Contact Email: svebekk@gosiloam.com 

Contact Phone: 479-524-2251 

Date Received by DESE: 3/17/21 

 

 

The following documents must be submitted with the waiver request: 

1. Board resolution approving the waiver request 

2. Evidence of stakeholder involvement, including teachers and student families 
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Waiver Request #1 

Topic: Teacher Licensure 

Standards/Statutes/Rules: Standard 4-D.1 – Teacher Licensure 
A.C.A. §6-15-1004 – Qualified teacher in every classroom 
A.C.A. §6-17-301 – Employment of licensed personnel 
A.C.A. §6-17-309 – Teacher licensure waivers 
A.C.A. §6-17-401 – Licensure requirements 
A.C.A. §6-17-902 – Definition of teacher 
A.C.A. §6-17-908 – Teacher Salary Fund 
A.C.A. §6-17-919 – Warrants void without license and contract 
DESE Rules Governing Educator Licensure Chapter - Section 7 
 

Duration Requested: 5 years – through the 2025-26 school year 

Name of Open-Enrollment 
Charter Holding the Waiver 

Hass Hall Academy 

Schools, Grades or Classes 
the Wavier Will Apply To 

K-8 Art and Music 
Art – 200510, 211510, 222510, 233510,2 44510, 355510, 366510, 
377510, 388510 
Music – 200520, 211520, 222520, 233520, 244520, 355560, 
366560, 377560, 388560 
 

 
1. Provide a detailed rationale explaining how the waiver will enhance student learning opportunities, 

promote innovation or increase equitable access to effective teachers.  Include information about 
the problem or obstacle, if any, the waiver will help the district overcome.   
 
Siloam Springs School District (SSSD) has established a 100% virtual academy for families who choose to 
educate their children off site.   SSSD will continue to provide onsite instruction for students who choose a 
face-to-face option and will adhere to all state statutes and DESE rules. At the elementary level, the digital 
provider supplies art curriculum. We would like our K-8 virtual classroom teachers to deliver the art 
curriculum as our onsite art instructors already carry a full teaching load onsite.  Our digital provider does 
not currently provide music curriculum.  We would like for our music educators for grades K-8 to develop a 
homegrown digital course that can be delivered by our K-8 virtual classroom teachers.  This would allow 
our virtual students to receive similar instruction to onsite students while allowing elementary music 
teachers to teach fully onsite, reducing the music teachers' class load. 
 
SSSD will continue to serve our patrons in onsite environments in adherence with state statutes and 
Arkansas Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) rules.  However, some of the 
statutes and rules are not applicable or feasible for implementation in a virtual setting. In order to enhance 
learning opportunities for students whose parents prefer to educate them at home (not only now during a 
pandemic, but also in the future), a virtual education opportunity is necessary.  Many families in our district 
who choose to homeschool their students are able to access various curricular options and support from 
other families and/or homeschool coalitions. Other families who prefer to homeschool are not so fortunate. 
They do not have the means or ability to be the sole provider of their child's education.  To ensure 
equitable access to effective, high-quality curricula and instruction for these families, the district has 
developed a virtual option.  The waivers requested herein will allow the school district to provide high-
quality instruction for students while families will have flexibility regarding the time, place, and pace that 
instruction occurs.   

 
 
 
 



 
2. Provide a detailed explanation of how the services being waived will be provided for students.   
 

SSSD will continue to provide on-site instruction for students who choose a face-to-face option and will 
adhere to all state statutes and DESE rules.  District leadership will make every effort to hire appropriately-
licensed teachers for every grade level.  In order to minimize the number of teachers who must teach both 
onsite and virtual students, we are requesting a waiver of licensure for art and music in grades K-8.  The 
art curriculum is provided by an approved provider and delivered by a licensed elementary teacher.  The 
music curriculum will be developed by Siloam Springs music teachers and delivered by a licensed 
elementary teacher.  K-8 virtual students will still receive instruction in art and music annually. 
 

 
3. Provide a detailed explanation of how the district will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the 

waiver. 
 

Ultimately, the effectiveness of the waiver will be measured by student performance on state-mandated 
assessments.  Since art and music are not tested areas, additional data sets for monitoring and evaluating 
waiver effectiveness include levels of student engagement; performance on formative, summative, and 
interim assessments; and perceptual data collected through annually-administered parent and student 
surveys. Teachers and the virtual academy director are responsible for maintaining data sets and 
facilitating data analyses to determine effectiveness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




















