4.25—STUDENT DRESS AND GROOMING

The Board recognizes that dress can be a matter of personal taste and preference. At the same time, the District
has a responsibility to promote an environment conducive to student learning. This requires limitations to
student dress and grooming that could be disruptive to the educational process because they are immodest,
disruptive, unsanitary, unsafe, could cause property damage, or are offensive to common standards of decency.

Students are prohibited from wearing, while on the school grounds during the school day and at school-
sponsored events, clothing that exposes underwear, buttocks, or the breast of a female. This prohibition does not
apply, however, to a costume or uniform worn by a student while participating in a school-sponsored activity or
event.

A student shall not be disciplined or discriminated against based upon the student's natural, protective, or
cultural hairstyle. A student’s natural, protective, or cultural hairstyle includes without limitation afros,
dreadlocks, twists, locs, braids, cornrow braids, Bantu knots, curls, and hair styled to protect hair texture or for
cultural significance.

The Superintendent shall establish student dress codes for the District’s schools, to be included in the student

handbook, and are consistent with the above criteria.

Legal References: A.CA.§6-10-137
A.C.A. 86-18-502(c)(1)
A.C.A. §6-18-503(c)

Additional Reference: ASBA Model Policies

Date Adopted: 05-20-2019
Last Revised: 06-19-2023



