
Elementary Literacy 
Updates

Minnesota READ Act, Wit and Wisdom, and
 

FastBridge Data



Minnesota READ Act

This year, Hastings is having all Phase 1 educators complete Science of 
Reading (CORE) training.

- PreK-4 classroom teachers
- 5th grade ELA teachers
- PreK-12 Special Education Teachers
- K-12 Reading Intervention Teachers
- Elementary Principals
- Elementary Teaching and Learning Staff



Minnesota READ Act

Next year, some changes have been made to the original legislation:

- Phase 2 educators will not be able to begin taking training next year
- An additional group has been added to Phase 1 educators: EL Teachers
- There will also be alternative training for our paraprofessional 

educators.

So, next year we will have Science of Reading (CORE) training for:

- K-12 EL Teachers
- Any new PreK, elementary, special education, or 5th grade ELA 

teachers
- Director of Teaching and Learning
- Paraprofessionals (alternate, 8 hours of training)



Wit and Wisdom, New Literacy Curriculum

Wit and Wisdom was implemented in our K-4 classrooms and 5th grade 
ELA classes this fall.

● Dedicated teachers putting in a LOT of time and effort

● A strong focus on background knowledge and content

● Higher level thinking and comprehension strategies

● Greatly increased writing instruction and expectations 



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

Kindergarten



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

First Grade



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

Second Grade



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

Third Grade



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

Fourth Grade



Wit and Wisdom Writing Samples

Fifth Grade



3rd Grade Space Unit

3rd graders at McAuliffe 
Elementary were able to have 
NASA Ambassador (and former 
Hastings School Board Member!) 
Terrance Flowers come in and 
teach them about space travel and 
aeronautics.



4th Grade Extreme Settings Unit
4th graders across the district went to Carpenter’s Nature Center and learned 
about wilderness survival before starting their unit on extreme settings.



FastBridge: K-4 Literacy Data



Context: Historical Trends Fall to Winter

Fall to Winter - appx. 12 weeks of intervention 



Kindergarten 
earlyReading: Foundational Literacy Skills



1st Grade

earlyReading: Foundational Literacy Skills



2nd Grade
aReading

 Broad Literacy Skills
CBM 

Oral Reading Fluency

High risk 
decreased by 8 
students. 



3rd Grade
aReading

 Broad Literacy Skills
CBM 

Oral Reading Fluency

High risk 
decreased by 5 
students. 



4th Grade
aReading

 Broad Literacy Skills
AUTOreading

Isolated Literacy Skills



Intervention Data
● Approximately 60% of students in intervention (inclusive of gen. Ed + 

sped student population) are making aggressive or accelerated 
growth. 

● Students who are not making expected progress or growth are 
carefully monitored through our problem solving process so we can 
make adjustments and intensify their learning experience. 
○ We provide daily individualized instruction in a small group or 1:1 setting.
○ We progress monitor weekly and analyze this data to make decisions in real time. 


