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What is Universal Pre-Kindergarten?
Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK), also known as “preschool access for all,” is a 
policy framework that provides all families with preschool access for their child 

should they choose to enroll their child in a pre-kindergarten program.

UPK is completely parent-choice; families are not required to enroll their child in 
a pre-kindergarten program.

Families have access to a mixed-delivery system of pre-kindergarten program 
options.
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What Options Make Up the UPK 
Mixed-Delivery System?

• California State Preschool Program – state-funded preschool program for 3 & 4 year old 
children (some sites may serve 2 year olds)

• No cost to families who meet program eligibility requirements to qualify

• Head Start – federally-funded preschool program for 3 & 4 year old children
• No cost to families who meet program eligibility requirements to qualify

• Private Pay Preschool or Child Care – private programs operating preschool/child care as 
a licensed center, licensed family child care home, or unlicensed family, friend, or neighbor 
care

• Programs set their own rates for the services
• Families may qualify for state child care subsidies to support with the costs of services

• Transitional Kindergarten – part of the public/charter school system; takes place the year 
before kindergarten (no cost)

• Available to all age-eligible children: for the 2025-26 school year, children who turn 4 by September 1 
are eligible for TK
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The UPK Mixed-Delivery System at-a-Glance
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Resource Links
• RCOE Website Universal PreKindergarten

• California Department of Education Website 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderfaq.asp

 
• CA UPK Website https://cauniversalprek.org/

• UPK Family Decision Chart Family Decision 
Chart   

Agenda Item D
Presentation/Information Item 2

https://www.rcoe.us/departments/early-education-services/early-education-programs/universal-prekindergarten-upk
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderfaq.asp
https://cauniversalprek.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-rJ3cDsh2ytlSwIdj9f0Cl6qcO3aSzp34Y8PlF92f8A/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-rJ3cDsh2ytlSwIdj9f0Cl6qcO3aSzp34Y8PlF92f8A/edit?tab=t.0


Questions?
Thank you!

Jennifer Beggs, Executive Director
jbeggs@rcoe.us
(951) 826-6608
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