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@ Standards-Based Grading

M >0 \ e e 0 . ’
e * Definition- a grading system that evaluates students’ progress

towards mastering specific learning targets called standards
* Purpose- give a clearer picture of a student’s learning progress
* 3 benefits to Standards-Based grading
* Increased student engagement
* Better parent and family conversations
* Consistent Measurement
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N
@ Background Information on Elementary Grading & Assessment

v * Began work on a Standards-Based Report Card in 2009
* First year pilot 2010 (limited rubrics in place)
* Grade Level Proficiency Scale for Standards Assessed

4: Highly proficient: above grade level; self-directed; advanced
3: Proficient: at grade level; independent; mastery
2: Partially Proficient: working toward grade level; support needed

1: Minimally Proficient: below grade level; limited/no progress

* 4% and 5% grade students received both traditional scale and

-----

Standards-Based grading (*added mid year 2010)
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Background Information on Elementary Grading & Assessment

* Began work on improving rubrics in 2014

e 2017 significant changes were made to align the rubrics and report
card to the new Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards

e 2021 created committees to look at scope and sequence work for
English Language Arts and Math

e 2022 piloted the new Math Report Card and Scope and Sequence

-----
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Information on Elementary Grading & Assessment for 2023

e Remove letter grades from 4t and 5t grade report card
* Pilot the new Language Arts Report Card and Scope and Sequence
* Parent and Staff Support

Traditional Grading Standards-Based
Grading
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Background Information on Current Secondary Grading & Assessment

The current Secondary Grading and Assessment Policy was developed through the work of the Blue Ribbon
Committee that was formed in Summer 2020. The policy was written to support students who were impacted

by the ongoing COVID pandemic and the effects the pandemic had on learning, grades, and course
completion.

As the COVID pandemic waned and the impacts of COVID on student learning diminished it became evident
that the policy should be revisited in order to determine what, if any, changes were necessary and
appropriate.

In Spring 2022, the Secondary Grading and Assessment Committee was formed to review and propose any
revisions to the policy while maintaining the spirit of equitable grading practices, a focus on standards-based

learning and grading, and communicating with parents/students when a student’s academic performance
declined.
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Committee Members:

D * Janet Ackerman — Ironwood Ridge * Rebecca Green — Coronado K8
h‘”? * Mateo Arredondo — Amphi MS * Kate Guymon — La Cima / CISS
* Ernie Celaya — Cross * Lydia Holst — Amphi MS
* Lisa DaDeppo —CDO e Julie Ramsey — Amphi HS
e Erica Fox — CDO e Jose Salcido — Amphi HS

Additional Sources of Input/Feedback:

e Elizabeth Jacome — Director of Curriculum and < Jason Weaver — Program Evaluation
Assessment and Data Analyst

* Michael Warrick — Student Data Management
Systems Analyst

AMPHITHEATER
Public Schools
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Focus of Work:

The committee’s work centered on

e Purpose of grades

e How grades are determined

e Connection to State standards

e Communication to students and parents
e The frequency grades are entered

e Measuring student progress towards proficiency/mastery

e Student work habits and citizenship
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urrent Secondary Grading & Assessment

Middle and High School Reporting and Grading

Mo zeros (0] will be given for any assignments. Zeros that cannot ke made up put students in an
impossiole situation for acodemic recovery.

The impact of COVID-19 on student learming and mastery requires us to use distict-wide grading
practices. The challenges of restarting in-person insfruction after over a year of instructional shifts
necessitates teachers practice the principle of “grading with grace,” and provide studernts with
opportunities to demonstrate mastery of State standards and other course standards using traditional
and non-traditional methods of assessment.

Moreower, during this unprecedented fime, we must recognize the digparty that exists between
students’ homes. In light of the profound implications of COVID-1% on students’ academic learning
and sociglemotional wel-being, Amphitheoter 3choal District's Secondary Schook have adopted
the following principles ond protocols for grading and assessment for the 2022-23 school yeor.

Given the oforementioned, and following the recommendations set forth in the Blue Bibbon Task
Force report and approved by the Amphitheoter S3chool District's Governing Board, the following
practices and protocols will be used for all grading and asessment practices throughout the
academic year.

* Teachers will provide students and parents with an explanation of their grading practices, in the
teacher's class guidelines/syllaki and on the homepage of their classroom website, which will be
used to determine course grades.

s Students are expected to complete and submit ossignments by the stated/written due daote.
Students con submit work up to a week late with no penalty. Individual student challenges should be
congsidered before gssigning o grade.

s The minimum grade that can be assigned to a student on any given assignment is o 50%. Students
who are cn frack to State and course standards mastery, show effort, and meet deadiines can
expect a grade higher than 50%.

» Teachers should use stondards-based grading proctice: to osses: students' mastery of State and
course standards.

» Open-ended deadlnes, particularly those that extend beyoend the curent unit's summative
assessment or grading term, should be avcided.

» Teachers will nofify a student's parent/guardian if the student's overall grode drops more than ons
(1} letter grade. Communication with the parent/guardian and the student's counselor will occur
within 48 hours of the chonge in grade. [Documentation of communication with students and
parents/guardions will be entered into Tyler 315's Communication Log.)

s Teachers will enter @ minimurm of one grads perweek into Tyler. This groded assessment of learming
will be meaningful, substantive, and aligned to State and course standards.

s Assessments which measure progress toward student mastery of skills ond standards should be
utifized prior to assigning a final grade. Assessments include, but are not imited to, formotive and
summative quizzes, tests, projects, essays or presentations that demonstrate proficiency and mastery
of State and course standords.

» Assessments of learning, bosed on idenfified Stote ond course standards, will be on-geoing and will
ke utiized to dnve instruction, identify opportunities for re-teaching, intervention, ond enrichment. This
data will be used to determine student mostery.

» Assessments and grading, including meaningful and timely feedback on assignments, should
provide information that students can use for self-evaluation and which teachers canuse to
personalize and differentiate student learming and instruction.

* All grading, bosed on informal and formal assessments, should take into consideration students’
social-emoticnal needs, external challenges and the ability of the student.
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Recommendations:

Based on the review of the current policy, the research, discussions and feedback, the
committee’s recommendations were:

1. Transition from the traditional 100-point scale to a 5-point scale.

2. Zeroes (0’s): Students who do not complete work or whose work does not demonstrate any
degree of proficiency, would receive a zero.

3. Ensure that students’ grades reflect progress towards proficiency/mastery of standards.

4. Extra credit opportunities would be extended to all students and connect to State
standards and opportunities to extend learning and mastery

5. Citizenship/Work Habit Mark would be used to reflect student work habits, work ethic, _ _
behavior(s), and participation (not related to State standards) s )
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Secondary Grading & Assessment

Purpose of Grades and Grade Reporling:

«  Teachers will notify o student’s parent/guardian on a bi-weekly basis if the student's overall grade

In the Amphitheater Public School District, the purpose of grades at the middle and high school levels isa D (1) or F {0), demonstrating the student is not making progress towards course/state

is to communicate informaotion about student achisvement of state standards to the student and standards.

their parent/guardian. Student parficipation, work hakbits and conduct not related to state standards

are reflected in a student's citizenshipfwork hobit marks, not the grade. * Teachsrs will enter a minimum of ocne grads per week into Infinite Campus. All major grades, Le.

tests, essays, projects, etc. will be entered in o timely fashicon to ensure students and parents ars
oware of o student’s progress towards proficiency. This graded assessment of leaming will be
meaningful, substantive, and aligned to State, distict cumculum and/for course standards.

All students in Amphitheater Public Schocols are provided access to o guaranteed and viable
curniculum which ensures equitable access to all learners.

Assessments ond grading, including meaningful and timely feedback on assignments, provide
information that students can use for self-evaluation and which teachers can use to personalize and
differentiate student learming and instruction.

Grading and Reporing:

» Assessments of lzeaming, based on identified State and course standards, will be on-going and will
e utiized to drive instruction and identify opportunities for re-teocching, intervention, and
enrchment. This data will be used to determine student proficiency. Students’ grades should
reflect diverse opportunities that allow students to demonstrate proficiency/mostery. Assessments

presentations that demonstrate proficiency ond mastery of State and course standards.

»  Teachers will provide students and parents with an explanation of their grading practices, in the
teacher’s class guidelines/syllabi and on the homepoge of their classroom wekbsite/Learning
Manogement System (LMS), which will be vsed to determine course grades.

s  The Amphitheater District utilizes a 5-point grading scale [0, 1, 2, 3, 4], with each grade/point
wvalue holding equal value to all other grades. A zero (0] indicates there is no evidence of
proficiency of the state standard (s).

4 A Highly Proficient

3 B Proficient

2 C Fartially Proficient

1 D Minimally Proficient

0 F Mo Bvidence of Proficiency

s Students are expected to complete and sulbmit assignments by the statedfwritten due date.
Students and parents/guardians are encouraged to communicate with teacher(s], in advance of
a stated deadline, to discuss individual circumstances that moy necessitate an extension of the
due date. Teachers should take into consideration external challenges that may hinder o student
from communicating prior to the deadline and work with students accordingly.

» |f a student turms in an assignment that shows at least minimal proficiency pror to the end of a
unit, the minimum grode o student will eom iz a 1. [(See scale above)
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Grade Entry:

Grading practices on assignments, tests, projects, etc. will not change. Teachers will continue to
grade the same until proficiency scales are published. What will change is what is written on
student work. Rather than writing a percent score, teachers will write A, B, C, D, or F.

Teachers will enter the appropriate score (4, 3, 2, 1, 0) based on student performance. Based on
the weight of category and the value/points of the assignment, Infinite Campus will complete
the calculations to reflect students’ total grade.

Report Card grades will continue to show the traditional letter grade with the +. (Example: A+,
A, A-, etc.)

Transcripts will continue to appear the same and GPA calculations will continue to be calculated
in the same manner.

-----
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Grade Entry:

4 A Highly Proficient
Proficient

Partially Proficient
Minimally Proficient

No Evidence of Proficiency

3
2
1
0

MO0 |

TEACHER VIEW (example)

In-Class Assignments

potriiietile i et
Sample Student 1 4/A 4/A 2/C 3.13% A-
Sample Student 2 3/B 3/B 3/B 3.00% A-
Sample Student 3 2/C 1/D 3/B 2.59% B-
Sample Student 4 3/B 2/C 3/B 2.90% B+
Sample Student 5 4/A 3/B 4/A 3.90% A+
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Grade Entry:

TEACHER VIEW (example)

In-Class Assignm

Assign #1 Assign #2 Assign #3

(Weighted
Value)

Percent

Student (Points: 25) (Points: 10) (Points: 75)

Sample Student 1 4/A 4/A 2/C

PARENT VIEW (example)

Intro Art 2D A

Course Info Curriculum Grades Upcoming Assignments (0)

All Terms  Semester 1 Semester2  Summer Sch

Term Semester 2 (01/03/2022 - 05/18/2023)

(Semester 2) Semester Grade
Summative

Weight: 25

Formative

Weight: 20

Homework

Weight: 10

Assignments

Weight: 20

Assign 1 Due: 05/01/2023
Assign 2 Due: 05/01/2023

Assign 3 Due: 05/01/2023

Weight: 25

3.13% A-

Settings W

A
nprogass @

+
e

+

A4/A
3/B

3/B

22-23 amphitheater High School

Missing Current Term

.

CFA S
& cras
#  Final Exam
£ Hw
& Hwez
£ Hws
& Hwa
2 Hws
Midterm Exam
A Summative 1
A Summative 2
A Summative 3
A Summative 4
A Summative 5

Summative &6

Tuesday 05/30/2023

Mo assignments.

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

Intro Art 2D A

478

a8

3/B

478

48

478

a8

4/h

3/B

a8

478

478

48

478

3/B

Taday
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Proposed Revisions to IKA (Gradings / Assessment Systems)

IKA
GERADING / ASSESSMENT
SYSTEMS

Assessment and ewaluation of student progress is of primary importance in all District schools. The
challenge is fo balance the need for on-going assessment for instructional punposes with reporting
student progress by giving a grade.

The authority for determining progress, assigning grades, and granting or withholding credit for
individual courses shall rest with the teacher of the student In making such determinations,
teachers will be guided by standards set fiorth by the District which include:

A Progress grades or marks shall be basad on the accomplishmeant of standards appropriate
to the grade level or subject area.

B. At all levels within our school system, teachers are expected to identify what they want
students o leamn and the criteria by which they will measure that learning.

C. Assessments which measure progress toward the final_outcome should be utilized prior
to assigning a final grade.

D. Asssssments of leaming which document achievement at a particular point in time will be
utilized to determine final grades for reporting.

E. Asssssments and grading should provide informnation that studenis can use for seff-
evaluation jn grder to determine the next steps for their leaming and which teachers can use
fior their support of learning.

= Additioratstenderdsinthe-sressofeffortend-behevier may beestsbbehed:

&-F. The ability of the student may be taken into consideration when determining grades.
District-developed grading systems which are appropriate for elementary, middle school and high
school students will be estsblished and utilized.

Teachers will ke=p a3 complate and acocurate record of the grades assigned fo students.

Teachers will report to parenis on student progress toward meeting and'or exceading academic
| standards, students' conduct, attendance, and tardiness.
|

| Gradesz K-5

Teacherz will report fo parentzs on sfudenfs’ progress fowsrds proficiency uliizing the Grade Level
Froficiency Scale for Standsrds Azsessed

4: Highly proficient: aboyve arade leyvel: self-directed: advanced

2= Proficient: af grade level. independent mastery

2: Partially Proficient: working toward grade level: support needad

1: Minimally Proficient: below grade |evel; limited/no progress

I
traditionsl weing-the-fraditionsl
| A—F leffer qrade zyatem

other non-scagdemic behsviorspsrhicipstion wil be reflecfed in students” cifizenshipiwvork habit

Grades K-5

Teachers will report to parents on students’ progress towards proficiency utilizing the Grade Level
Proficiency Scale for Standards Assessed

4: Highly proficient: above grade level: self-directed; advanced

3: Proficient: at grade level: independent: mastery

2: Partially Proficient: working_toward grade level; support needed

1: Minimally Proficient: below grade level; limited/no progress

Grades 6-12

Teachers will report to parents and students on student progress toward proficiency utilizing the

traditional wsingthe-traditioral_

A — F letter grade system.

Students’ conduct, attendance, tardiness, participation (not required by the State standards), and
other non-academic behaviors/participation will be reflected in students’ citizenship/work habit

mark.

Studeniz’ conouct, sifendsnce, laminese, paricipafion (nof required by the Srate sfandsrdz), snd

mart.
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Proposed Regulation: IKA — R

IKA-R
REGULATION

SECONDARY GRADING / ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS

Purposge of Grades and Grade Reporting:

In the Amphitheater Public School Disfrict, the purpose of grades at the middie and high school
levels is to communicate information about student achievement of state standards to the
student and their parent/guardian. Student parficipation, work habits and conduct not related to
state standards are reflected in a student's citizenshipfwork habit marks, not the grade.

All students in Amphitheater Public Schools are provided access to a guaranteed and viable
curriculum which ensures equitable access to all leamers.

Assessments and grading, including meaningful and timely feedback on assignments, provide
information that students can use for self-evaluation and which teachers can use fo personalize
and differentiate student leaming and instruction.

Grading and Reporting:

A Assessments of learning, based on idenfified State and course standards, will be on-going
and will be utilized to drive instruction and identify opportunities for re-teaching, infervention,
and enrichment. This data will be used fo determine student proficiency. Students’ grades
should reflect diverse opportunities that allow students te demonstrate proficiency/mastery.
Assessments include, but are net limited to, formative and summative quizzes, tests,
projects, gssays or presentatfions that demonsirate preficiency and mastery of State and
course standards.

B. Teachers will provide sfudents and parents with an explanation of their grading practices, in
the feacher's class guidelines/syllabi and on the homepage of their clazsroom
website/Learning Management System (LMS), which will be used to determine course
grades.

C. The Amphitheater District utilizes a 5-point grading scale (0, 1, 2, 3, 4), with each grade/point
value holding equal value to all other grades. A zero (0) indicates there is ne evidence of
proficiency of the state standard(s).

Highly Proficient

Proficient

Parially Proficient
Minimally Proficient

Mo Evidence of Proficiency

o= |mafea|
l[=] (o1 =15

D. Students are expected to complete and submit assignments by the statediwritien due date.
Students and parents/guardians are encouraged fo communicate with feacher(s), in advance
of a stafed deadline, fo dizcuss individual circumstances that may necessitate an extension
of the due date. Teachers should take inte consideration external challenges that may hinder
a student from communicating prior to the deadline and work with students accordingly.

E. If a student turns in an assignment that shows at least minimal proficiency prior to the end of
a unit, the minimum grade a student will eam is a 1. (See scale above)

F. Teachers will notify a student's parent/quardian on & bi-weskly basis if the student's overall
grade is a D (1) or F (0), demonsfrafing the student is not making progress towards
course/state standards.

G. Teachers will enter @ minimum of one grade per week into Infinite Campus. All major grades,
Le fests, essays, projects, etc. will be enfered in a timely fashion fo ensure students and
parents are aware of a student's progress towards proficiency. This graded assessment of
learning will be meaningful, substantive, and aligned to State, district curriculum andfor
course standards.
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Proposed Policy Exhibit: IKA — E Work Habits/Citizenship:

CITIZENSHIP

WORK HABITS

O

Consistently...

= (Cooperates with others (Citizenship / Collaboration)
= Kind to others (Caring)
= Contributes to the learning community (Citizenship)

Consistently...

= Prepared for class (Citizenship)
= Perseveres with tasks (Problem-Solving)
= Uses class time appropriately (Problem-Solving)

OUTSTANDING = Collaborates with others (Collaboration) = Completes assignments on time (Citizenship)
= Follows classroom and school expectations (Citizenship) =  Advocates for themselves (Communication)
" shows respect (Citizenship / Caring) =  Gives best effort (Problem-Solving)
Usually... Usually...

S = Cooperative with others = Prepared for class

= Kind to others = Perseveres with tasks
= Contributes to the learning community = Uses class time appropriately

SATISFACTORY = Collaborates with others = Completes assignments on time

= Follows classroom and school expectations
= Shows respect

= Advocates for themselves
= Gives best effort

N

NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

Sometimes...

= Cooperative with others

= Kind to others

= Contributes to the learning community

= Collaborates with others

= Follows classroom and school expectations
= Shows respect

Sometimes...

= Prepared for class

= Perseveres with tasks

= Uses class time appropriately

= Completes assighments on time
=  Advocates for themselves

= Gives best effort

U

UNSATISFACTORY

Rarely...

= Cooperative with others

= Kind to others

= Contributes to the learning community

= Collaborates with others

= Follows classroom and school expectations
= Shows respect

Rarely...

= Prepared for class

= Perseveres with tasks

= Uses class time appropriately

= Completes assignments on time
= Advocates for themselves

= Gives best effort
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Stakeholder Input:

As the committee continued to work on, revise and refine the draft policy, input was gathered
through the Superintendent’s Certificated Advisory Council (Teacher Advisory Council) in the
Fall and Spring.

Additionally, the draft policy was reviewed with secondary principals and assistant principals in
the Fall.

In March 2023, a survey was sent to all secondary teachers seeking input on questions/topics
that would be the basis for an FAQ resource that would be provided prior to the end of the
year.

-----
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Next Steps:

e Support Videos

* Secondary Scope and Sequence
e Alignment to proficiency scales

* Secondary Grading and Assessment Committee
e Recommendation for Governing Board approval
* Revisions to IKA

e Creation of IKA—R
e Creation of IKA—E

-----
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