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581-022-2320
Required Instructional Time

{1) Except as allowed under subsections (2) and (3), eEach school district shall ensure that at
least 92% of all students in the district and at least 80% of all students at each school operated
by the district are scheduled to receive annually the following minimum hours of instructional
time:

(a) Grade 12 — 966 hours;
(b) Grades 9-11 — 990 hours; and
(c) Grades K-8 — 900 hours.

(2) Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection (1), and only with the approval of the local
school board, the following students are exempted from the instructional time requirement
and are not included in the district’s calculation of instructional time under subsection (1):

(a) Students who have fulfilled all state requirements for graduation under OAR 581-022-2000;

(b) Students who at the start of their senior year are on track to exceed all state requirements
for graduation under OAR 581-022-2000 as determined by the number and type of credits
earned by the student; and

(c) Students who are earning credits toward a diploma through accelerated learning classes,
such as Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or classes at a post-secondary
institution, internship, work-based learning, or credits by proficiency. Each year, the school
district must report to the local school board the total number of students that have been
exempted from the instructional time requirements under this subsection.

(3) A school district may request permission to exempt an alternative education program from
the requirement in subsection (1). The request must be made in writing to the Deputy
Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Deputy Superintendent is authorized to grant
permission under this section without obtaining approval from the State Board of Education.
Permission will be granted where:

(a) The request is made with the approval of the school district’s governing school board:;

(b) The school district is using an evidence-based strategy that includes flexible time options;
and

(c)The school district has implemented a system to assess students prior to placement to
determine whether placement in an alternative education program is appropriate.




(24) If a school district chooses to offer less than 900 hours of instructional time for
kindergarten students, the kindergarten program shall be considered a half-day program for
purposes of ORS 327.006(1) and the school district shall ensure that every kindergarten student
is scheduled to receive a minimum of 450 hours of instructional time per year.

(35) Upon approval by the local school board, a district may include in its calculation of
instructional time required by subsection (1) of this rule the following:

(a) For kindergarten programs offering 900 hours or more of instructional time, up to 60 hours
of recess;

(b) For kindergarten programs offering less than 900 hours of instructional time, up to 30 hours
of recess;

(c) For grades 1-3, up to 60 hours of recess;
(d) Up to 30 hours for staff professional development;
(e) Up to 30 hours for parent teacher conferences; and

(f) For the 2015-16 school year, up to 14 hours for emergency school closures due to adverse
weather conditions and facilities failure.

(46) For students participating in online instruction:

(a) Instructional time includes online instruction supported by a licensed or registered teacher
through electronic means.

(b) For online instruction, up to one hour per course per day may be counted as instructional
time where the following criteria are met:

(A) Every student has access to a licensed or registered teacher through in-person, telephone,
or electronic means for each course taken; and

(B) Every student has regular contact with school personnel for the purpose of attendance and
progress monitoring as outlined in the policies maintained by the Oregon Department of
Education.

(c) Instructional time may not be claimed for weekends or holidays, per ORS 336.010 and
187.010, or any other day during which a licensed or registered teacher is not available to
students.

(57) There shall be no fewer than 265 consecutive calendar days between the first and last
instructional day of each school year at each grade level.



(68) No student shall be required to exceed the following number of instructional hours per
day:

(a) Grades 9-12 — 8.5 hours;

(b) Grades K-8 — 8 hours.

Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 326.011 & 326.051

Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 326.051

History:

Renumbered from 581-022-1620 by ODE 16-2017, f. & cert. ef. 7-5-17
ODE 2-2015, f. 1-30-15, cert. ef. 7-1-15

ODE 25-2008, f. & cert. ef. 9-26-08

EB 18-1996, f. & cert. ef. 11-1-96



i
oy

ﬂ' y | w"; i Kathie Sellars <kathies@nknsd.org>

g S

Instructional Time
1 message

Tami Schild <TSchild@nwresd.k12.or.us> Wed, Nov 7, 2018 at 10:32 AM
To: Kathie Sellars <kathies@nknsd.org>

Here is the article:

State Board Adjusts Instructional Time Rules<https://www.oregon.gov/ode/about-us/Pages/Education%
20Update%20pages/October-2018-Education-Update.aspx>

At its September 20 meeting, the State Board of Education adopted rule revisions to add targeted flexibility<https://v3.
boardbook.org/Public/PublicitemDownload.aspx?ik=43199589> to the rules regarding instructional time for high school

students. The changes allow school districts to exclude four different groups of students from the requirements:

*

Students who have already accumulated enough credits to satisfy the state’s graduation requirement;
Seniors who are on track to exceed graduation requirements;
Students who are earning credits toward a diploma through a type of learning opportunity that does not perfectly align
with the instructional time requirements; and

" Students who are in alternative education programs that may use a reduced schedule as a way to reengage youth
who have dropped out or are at risk of dropping out.

*

The Board's ruling on instructional hours was a move to shift emphasis from an across-the-board approach by every
district to one that is focused on ensuring that each student gets the instructional time they need to stay on track to reach
graduation. The student groups exempted are only those that are well above the on-track requirements for on-time
graduation, and/or receiving instructional time in other settings.

Every student has individual needs to succeed, and the recent decision by the board gives districts the ability to support
students on their individual paths to graduation, especially those who need the most time with their teachers.

Under the new rules, a local school board must approve of the instructional time changes before they can go into effect
for that district.





