
Independent School District #883
Regular School Board Meeting

April 17, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice, the Rockford Board of Education met in a Regular School Board

Meeting on Wednesday, April 17, 2024 at Corcoran City Hall. Chair Gordee called the meeting to

order at 6:30 pm. Members Gordee, Kneeland, Johnson, Praska and Hillstrom were present.

Also present was Superintendent Jeff Ridlehoover, Director of Finance and Operations Michael

McNulty, REAMS Principal Brenda Nyhus, Teacher Polly Trandal, Teacher Rachel Yakesh, Director

of Buildings and Grounds Jim Leuer, Band Director Jerald Ferdig, Choir Director Dakota

Anderson, Technology Director Jeff Kienetz, and Administrative assistant Courtney Neibert.

Member Edwards arrived at 6:31pm.

Pledge of Allegiance

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Kneeland seconded by Johnson to approve the agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

CONSENT ITEMS

Motion by Hillstrom, seconded by Kneeland to approve the consent items. Motion carried.

● Minutes:

March 18, 2024 Work Session

March 18, 2024 Regular Meeting



● Personnel:

● Bills and Wire Transfers:



● Open Enrollments:

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

● Dr. Jeff Ridlehoover presented an update on the schools.

● The Board presented the City of Corcoran with a plaque of appreciation for their partnership

with the Rockford Area School District.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND GROWTH

● REAMS Principal’s Update: REAMS Principal Brenda Nyhus presented on topics
including the 2nd grade concert, a visit from Author Margi Preus, kindness lessons,
artists in residence, grandparent’s day, arts and academics night, spring field trips, and
the all school song.

● Band & Choir Trip Recap: Band Director Jerald Ferdig and Choir director Dakota
Anderson presented a recap of the recent band and choir trip to the board.

HEALTHY AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

● Hr Department Update: Director of Business Operations Mike McNulty presented an Hr
department update on topics including the HSA/FSA vendor transition, employee
handbook, seniority lists, and upcoming goals and projects.

● Staff Recognition Program: The board was presented with the staff recognition program
for approval and selected the award selection committee members.



Motion by Edwards seconded by Kneeland to approve the staff recognition program as
presented. Motion passed unanimously.

Members Praska, Johnson and Hillstrom were selected to serve on the committee.

STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES

● Buildings and Grounds Report: Director of Buildings and Grounds James Leuer presented on
topics including the gymnastics gym brick wall, REAMS roofing project, 1000 hearts projects,
HS baseball field, RAAA sports collaboration, and REAMS cleaning plan.

● Discussion on potential technology levy: The board continued to discuss a potential
technology levy.

CULTURE OF COLLECTIVE PURPOSE

● Learning and Innovation Report - 24-25 RAS Literacy Plan: District Literacy Co-Leads
Polly Trandahl and Rachel Yakesh presented on the implications/impact of the MDE
READ Act with topics including the purpose of the literacy plan, a statement of goals and
objectives, a statement of the process to assess, communication plan, intervention and
enrichment supports, and the science of reading instructional pedagogy plans.

● Handbook - Final Reading: the board was presented the following handbooks for a first
reading. RAS Parent and Student Handbook, RAS Staff Handbook, Galaxy Parent and
Staff Handbooks, Early Childhood Parent and Staff Handbooks, and RAs Board
Handbook.

● Policy Update - Second Reading: the board was presented with policy 406 for a second
read.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Gordee to approve policy 406 as presented. Motion passed
unanimously.

COMMUNITY, SCHOOL AND FAMILY PARTNERSHIP

Kneeland motioned, seconded by Praska, to approve the following resolution as presented:

● Resolution of Acknowledgement of Contributions/Donations

WHEREAS Minnesota Statute 123B.02 permits school boards to “receive, for the benefit of
the district, bequests, donations, or gifts for any proper purpose and apply the same to the
purpose designated. On that behalf, the board may act as trustee of any trust created for
the benefit of the district, and for the benefit of pupils thereof.”

THEREFORE, be it resolved by the School Board of Rockford Area Schools, Independent
School District 883 that the School Board accepts, with appreciation, the contributions
detailed below.





On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor: Gordee, Kneeland, Johnson, Praska and
Hillstrom. And the following voted against: None. Edwards abstained.

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

● Upcoming Meetings:
○ Operations Committee Meeting: Thursday, April 18, 2024 at 8:00 am virtually via

Google Meet. Video call link: https://meet.google.com/gae-hkfd-cyn Or dial:
?(US) +1 551- 900-1042? PIN: ?965 501 385?#.

○ Finance Committee Meeting: Thursday, May 16, 2024 at 8:00 am in the District
Office Board Room.

○ Work Session of the Board of Education: Monday, May 20, 2024 at 5:30 pm in the
District Office Board Room.

○ Regular Meeting of the Board of Education: Monday, May 20, 2024 at 6:30 pm in
the District Office Board Room.

● Board Committee Updates:
● Gordee - MSBA Board Chats, Board Prep call, AMSD meeting.
● Edwards - Board Prep, Communications Committee Meeting.
● Kneeland - Nourishing Hope, Safe Routes to School, City Council meeting.
● Hillstrom - MSBA coffee and conversation, MSBA webinars, Policy Committee

meeting, MAWSECO meeting, Handbook meeting.
● Praska - Policy Committee meeting, Communications Committee Meeting.
● Johnson - MAWSECO, Handbook meeting, Policy Committee Meeting.

● Closed Session - Negotiations StrategyMotion by Johnson seconded by Gordee to enter

into closed session to discuss negotiations strategies pursuant to Minnesota Statute



section 13D.03. Motion passed unanimously. The Board entered into closed session for

negotiations strategies at 8:25 pm.

Johnson motioned to return to open session. Gordee seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Returned to open session at 8:55 pm.

Praska motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m. Gordee seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.

Courtney Neibert
Recorder

Jamie Hillstrom
Clerk


