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HI-SET/ Adult Basic Education/Kinship~ 

 
Hi-SET 
 
Please welcome, Katherine Nomee as our new HiSet Tutor. Katie is receiving training through 
our partners at the Montana Digital Academy (MDTA). She is gaining knowledge regarding 
EdReady and preparing to welcome past and new HiSet Students back through our doors.  
 
Katie has also been updating our Grandparents Raising Grandkids/Kinship information and is 
making contact with those families.  
 
Katherine Nomee: 

 
 
 
Grandparents Raising Grandkids/Kinship (a program within āissṗoōmmoǒtsiiyō•ṗ) 
Kinship Program & Aging Mastery Program-  
 
We’ve identified some subtle changes to our GRG/Kinship families but, we still have over 224 (so far) 
GRG/Kinship who are interested in receiving support or who are already receiving support through 
our McKinney Vento Program. Many of our GRG/Kinship families also meet the criteria for both.  
Families are eligible for MV support by meeting one of the following criteria:  

• In a homeless shelter 
 

• In a hotel or motel 
 

• In a campground, RV, or building that is not a home 
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• Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing  

 
Many of our Grandparents are requesting support with petitioning for custody through the Tribal 
Court System so, we are currently working to direct them in the right direction and assisting with 
gathering their required documentation.  

āissṗoōmmoǒtsiiyō•ṗ ~ 
McKinney Vento Data update 2023-2024:  207 
We identified #224 students experiencing homelessness for the academic year 2022-2023. 

McKinney Vento (MV) 
 
Tamara Guardipee is our districts new McKinney Vento Liaison. She is currently working to meet 
with all of our McKinney Vento students throughout the district and familiarize herself with each 
building. We have contacted all of our MV families have made sure their student has warm winter 
gear. We are still working to update our data with new information weekly and prioritizing 
documentation and collaboration with other building staff.  
We are continuing to reach out to families via, phone and/or home visits while providing support 
to those who are requesting specific supports. 

Our main goals with our McKinney Vento students are to ensure they each have access to 
transportation to school and they have their basic needs met to be able to focus while at school.  

Tam has been providing transportation to students who are currently unable to ride the bus due to 
behavior issues. She will also be a part of the solution team meetings when available.   

 
Foster Care: 
 
This SY, we’ve identified over 28 students who are currently transitioning through or who 
have been a part of the Foster Care System. Many of which are not receiving support 
through the state foster care system. The types of supports that are usually requested are all 
related to financial support.   
A Resource for children in foster care or transitioning out of foster care:  
 
Kairos Youth Services 
(406)727-0076 
Montana Chafee Foster Care Independence Program Region 2 

• Dan McFadyean, Rural and Tribal Coordinator 
 
We were able to meet with Mr. Mclean at the Nurturing Center and will continue to provide 
support to the students residing there.  
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Teen Parents:  
Currently, we’ve identified 10 Pregnant/Parenting Teen Parents and are continuing to meet 
with the Blackfeet Man Power Teen Parent Coalition as well as receive/request referrals from 
I.H.S.  

We also have the baby pantry stocked with diapers, wipes, clothing, shoes, wraps, and 
hygiene items. We also have a crib, high-chair, seating supports, and a walker. With the cold 
spell we’ve been experiencing, students have had added barriers such as, frozen water pipes 
and traveling out in the cold with their small children. Yet, they are doing their best with 
attending school.  

 

School-based Clothing Closets 
Our clothing closets are always a “work-in-progress”. We are currently only accepting the 
following sizes: 
 
Youth: 6T, 7T, 8,9,10/12, 12/14, and 14/16 
Shoe sizes: 12,1,2,3,4, and 5 
If donating underwear or socks, they need to be in packaging (new). 
 
BPS YHDP  
Currently, 18 enrolled UHY.  

23 UHY have been identified this 23/24 SY. Three of those 
students have declined support. 
We are currently without a YHDP Case Manager and will be advertising this position soon. I 
will be providing support to these students and working extensively with our Seniors to 
ensure they’re prepared for graduation and beyond.  

UPCOMING Outreach Events for March-April: 
 
• Prom Readiness: Prom is on April 6th and the Parent 

Community Outreach Program will be displaying our current 
inventory of Prom Attire for any students interested. We are 
also planning for our yearly Prom Support event where we 
offer hair styling services, make-up application, and prom 
accessories.  
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• Reach Higher MT: Scholarship Support  

Michelle Crazy will be making multiple appearances 
from February 14th-May 1st. Including during Parent 
Teacher Conferences to assist any students or families 
with applying for scholarships and will provide job 
readiness information.  

  
 
Donations Received: 
 
This month we received 13 new prom dresses which we will 
have displayed for any student who may need.  
 
 

Current Positions available 
within the Parent Community 
Outreach Program: 

• YHDP Case Manager 

• FIT System Navigator 
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Thank you for reading our board report & Happy Easter! 
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