
Pre-K - 88.92%

Kinder - 94.06%

Grade 1 - 93.87%

Grade 2 - 92.81%

Grade 3 - 95.56%

Grade 4 - 93.91%

Grade 5 - 94.86%

We must get our attendance above 96%. Please come to school every day all day.

Why Attendance Matters

Remember that attendance is mandatory and we need to see your kids every day. Your child's

attendance affects ALL of our ratings.

When your child misses two or more days a month from school, it is the same as missing an entire

month of learning.

Our state accountability rating is also based on the attendance of every single student, whether in a

testing grade or not. Our rating last year was negatively impacted by student absences.

Please be at school every day, on time, every time.
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January 16, 2026

Happy New Year!

We hit the ground running this month. There are so many activities

going on (or about to start):

PTO T-shirt Sales

PTO Grade Level Change Drive

MLK Day on Monday (No School)

PTO Friendship Grams

STEAM Night Preparations

Book Drive Preparations

Keep reading the newsletter to stay up to date.

Attendance is still lower than expected. Please make sure your kids are at school every day.

Have a great long weekend. See you Tuesday!

Dr. Wilson

Cougar Trailblazers

Congratulations to Ms. Ashley Mudd (Grade 3 Math Teacher) and Ms. Kathleen Barkley (Grade 5

Language Arts Teacher) for showing significant growth on our District Based Assessments. Way to

go!
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Per the 2025-2026 Student and Teacher Handbook, the following is stated:

Homework (All Grade Levels)

Homework policies are developed by each campus. If you have any questions about your campus

homework policy, please contact your campus principal.
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Regular homework is an extension of the learning in the classroom. It is intended to reinforce

current learning and provide additional practice. It is also an opportunity for parents to support

learning and understand the current instruction. The rigor and amount of homework should match

the age and grade of the student. For example, a Grade 5 student would be expected to have more

homework that takes more time to complete than a Kindergartener.

Your classroom teacher has been instructed to provide your child with homework that follows

these guidelines. Most teachers give a packet of homework at the start of the week to be

completed over time.

Homework counts as one daily assignment for each marking period. Failure to complete the work

in a timely manner will result in a lower grade on the report card.

Upcoming Events
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January 19 - Staff/Student Holiday

January 28 - 100th Day of School

January 29 - PTO Meeting

February 12 - Growth Parade

Double Creek Families,

Our students have worked hard and grown in so many ways this year, and we are excited to

celebrate their progress with a Growth Parade on Thursday, February 12, 2026!!

Our 2nd Annual Growth Parade will feature our 2nd–5th grade students. Families are invited to

attend and cheer on our students during this special event.

As part of the celebration, 2nd–5th grade students will create a poster highlighting their growth this

year. Posters may include academic growth, personal goals, or skills your child feels proud of

learning this year. Posters will be provided by the school and sent home for families to decorate

together. (Please note: there will not be a poster prep night this year.)
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Additional details, including parade logistics will be shared closer to the event in the DCES

Newsletter and Parent Square.

Thank you for partnering with us to celebrate our students’ hard work and growth—we look forward

to celebrating together!

Familias:

Nuestro 2.º Desfile Anual de Crecimiento contará con la participación de nuestros estudiantes de

2.º a 5.º grado, quienes celebrarán su aprendizaje y progreso. Las familias están invitadas a asistir

y animar a nuestros estudiantes durante este evento especial el jueves, 12 de febrero de 2026.

Como parte de la celebración, los estudiantes de 2.º a 5.º grado crearán un cartel que destaque su

crecimiento durante el año. Los carteles pueden incluir logros académicos, metas personales o

habilidades de las que su hijo/a se sienta orgulloso/a. La escuela proporcionará los carteles, los

cuales se enviarán a casa para que las familias los decoren juntos. (Tengan en cuenta que este año

no habrá una noche de preparación de carteles.)

Los detalles adicionales, incluyendo la logística del desfile y los planes en caso de mal clima, se

compartirán más cerca del evento a través de los boletines y ParentSquare.

¡Gracias por acompañarnos para celebrar el esfuerzo y crecimiento de nuestros estudiantes!

Esperamos celebrar juntos.
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Our Attendance Policy! Please Read!

Absences

Our attendance bell this year will ring at 9:20 AM. Any student not physically on campus at that

time will be considered absent. If you leave before that time, or arrive after that time, you will need

to bring a doctor's note or parent note for the absence to be considered excused.

We can only accept notes (parent or doctor) to excuse the absence up to 3 days after your child

returns to school. After 3 days, the absence will be considered unexcused.

Parent notes cannot exceed three days. Only 3 parent notes can be accepted per semester. After

that, the absences will be considered unexcused.

If your child misses more than 15 days unexcused for the school year, they will not be able to

attend the grade level field trip or field day events.
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If your child is not in attendance for at least 90% of the year, they may not receive credit and/or may

be retained in the current grade level.

Tardies

For every 3 tardies, a child will receive a mark.

3 Marks will be one day of after school detention (9 tardies)

6 Marks will be 2 days of after school detention (18 tardies)

9 Marks will be 2 days of after school detention, a conference with administration and form an

action plan to prevent future tardies. (27 tardies)

Ausencias

Nuestro timbre de asistencia este año sonará a las 9:20 a. m. Cualquier estudiante que no esté

físicamente en el campus en ese momento se considerará ausente. Si sale antes de esa hora o

llega después de esa hora, deberá traer una nota del médico o una nota de los padres para que la

ausencia se considere justificada.

Solo podemos aceptar notas (de los padres o del médico) para justificar la ausencia hasta 3 días

después de que su hijo regrese a la escuela. Después de 3 días, la ausencia se considerará

injustificada.

Las notas de los padres no pueden exceder los tres días. Sólo se pueden aceptar 3 notas de los

padres por semestre. Posteriormente, las ausencias se considerarán injustificadas.

Si su hijo falta más de 15 días injustificados durante el año escolar, no podrá asistir a la excursión

de nivel de grado ni a los eventos del día de campo.

Tardanzas

Por cada 3 tardanzas, un niño recibirá una nota.

3 marcas serán un día de detención después de la escuela (9 tardanzas)

6 Las marcas serán 2 días de detención después de la escuela (18 tardanzas)

9 Las marcas serán 2 días de detención después de la escuela, una conferencia con la

administración y la formación de un plan de acción para evitar futuras tardanzas. (27

tardanzas)

For more information, please see the approved JISD Student Handbook, The DCES Student

Handbook addendum, and Board Policy posted on our website.
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We have an exciting tool for teachers and parents to connect! It's

called ParentSquare. By this point, you should have received an

invitation to download the app onto your phone or connect on your

computer. But don't worry if you haven't received it yet! Your

homeroom teacher will be sending you an invitation to join his or

her class as well.

ParentSquare allows you and the teacher to communicate

effectively. You will receive newsletters, photos, and messages about your child. You can also use

ParentSquare to send a direct message and attach files and photos to the teacher. Our teachers

have been directed to use ParentSquare, not their Jarrell ISD email address, to communicate with

you.

CLICK HERE to learn more about ParentSquare!

Below is the Standard Response Protocol flyer with information on the language used during

emergencies. There is also a link included with more information about the SRP flyer.

SRP Information Link
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Whew! Lots to Read This Week!

New Year's Change Drive

Our New Year's Change Drive has officially begun. Each classroom has a bucket where students

can drop off spare change. The grade that collects the most money will win a Hot Chocolate Party.

Collection ends: 1/31/26. We can’t wait to see which grade wins.

Friendship Grams on Sale (See the forms below)

The PTO has officially begun sales of Friendship Grams. Two options are available:

• 1 bracelet for $2
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• Bestie Bag for $5 (includes 2 bracelets and a sticker)

Orders are due by February 6th and the delivery date will be on February 13th.

Thanks to our Volunteers!

If you’d like to help us keep the magic going, we’d love your support! Whether it’s helping with setup

or serving during the event, every little bit adds to the festive spirit. Please click this link or scan the

QR code in the flyer below to sign up to help:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScppTEApWxfh5bb1RVt6acFMBqecPA-vwiXy-

LnRMhaYH14dQ/viewform?usp=dialog

Thank you for helping us make this season warm, joyful, and memorable for our DCES family!
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T-Shirts Ready to Purchase!

T-shirts are ready for order! You can use the QR code below OR click on the image to go straight to

the DCES PTO Online Store. OR, you can simply fill in the form and send it back with the cash

payment to your children's teachers.

REMEMBER! If you order online, we still need you to send in the paper form as well so we can

match up online orders.

PTO Officers

Michaela Bartosh, President

Kendal Smith, Vice President/President Elect

Shannon Horton, Co-Secretary

Faiza Shah, Co-Secretary

Jessica LaPointe, Treasurer

Our next meeting is January 29, 2026 at 6:00 PM in the cafeteria.
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The DCES PTO is excited to begin Pre-Orders for t-shirts. We have 2

options for colors (Black or Heather Gray) and 2 style options (Short

Sleeve or Long Sleeve). We will begin the 1st batch of orders over

the holiday break. Please fill out the chart and return to your child’s

teacher by January 23, 2026.

CLICK HERE to go to the Double Creek PTO Online Store!

PTO T Shirt Order Form Updated 1218.pdf
Download

243.2 KBinsert_drive_filePDF
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Friendship Grams.pdf
Download

1.6 MBinsert_drive_filePDF

Our goal this year is to have at least a 97% Student Attendance

Average. But this can only happen with your support!

Please read the following information regarding our attendance

policy. More information is also available in the Jarrell Independent

School District Parent and Student Handbook under Absences/Attendance.

Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education to

benefit from teacher led and school activities, to build each day's learning on the previous day's,
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and to grow as an individual.

When a student is absent, the student must bring a note to the attendance office within three days

of the absence. After three days, parent notes may not be accepted and the absences will be

considered unexcused. A maximum of three (3) parent notes per semester will be accepted as

excused.

More info about attendance!

Attendance Works Informational Flyers - Click HERE

ENGLISH VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/101425388

SPANISH VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/130556839

Parents: We welcome you to come eat lunch with your children! For

the safety and privacy of all students, we ask that you eat at the

tables on the stage. Also, we can only allow you to eat with your

child. Thank you for your understanding.

Padres: ¡Les damos la bienvenida a almorzar con sus hijos! Para la

seguridad y privacidad de todos los estudiantes, les pedimos que coman en las mesas del

escenario. Además, solo podemos permitirles comer con sus hijos. Gracias por su comprensión.

In order for our systems to run smoothly and safely, please observe the following daily deadlines

times.

7:30 a.m. Tardy Bell. PLEASE DO NOT DROP-OFF STUDENTS AFTER 7:30. You will need walk your

child into the building. They must be signed in by a parent or guardian.

9:20 a.m. Attendance Bell. Any child leaving before - or arriving after - 9:20 a.m. will be considered

an unexcused absence for the day without a parent note. If your child is at a doctor or dentist

appointment, bring in a note and the absence will be considered excused.

1:30 p.m. ALL transportation changes must be made by 1:30 by emailing or calling Carina

Rodriguez at (512)-746-4852 or carina.rodriguez@jarrellisd.org. No changes can be made after this

time for the safety of all students and staff.

2:30 p.m. Any student checking out early for an appointment must be picked up prior to 2:30. For

your child's safety, we cannot allow parents into the building after this time.
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DCES is now accepting book donations for our Campus Bookstore! If you have any used children's

books that are in need of a new home, please bring them to Double Creek Elementary School and

give them to the front office.
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Welcome to Double Creek Elementary School! I would like to encourage ALL students and

caregivers to utilize services made available through the school counseling program. I look forward

to working with you and your child to help ensure that their experience at DCES is a positive one. If

you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out. I am here to help! –Laura

Lake, DCES School Counselor

SCHOOL COUNSELING WEBSITE: WHAT'S NEW FOR JANUARY?

remove_red_eye 69

1/16/26, 3:30 PM The Double Creek Courier | Smore Newsletters for Education

https://app.smore.com/n/3kwtmh 21/31



Course Selection Parent Night - February 4 at JMS Time TBD

**SB12 (2025) requires informed parental consent for students to access school counseling

services. Click the link below for more details and to access the consent form.**
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PreK will continue study of compare and contrast with focus on opposites.

Letters: F, P, S, T, Z with focus on the sounds.

Math: Sorting by 2 attributes

STEAM: Christmas fun with crafts

❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️

KINDERGARTEN SNOWY NEWSLETTER

🗓️  Week of January 19, 2026

❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️🐧⛄🐾❄️

📖🔤  Phonics & Reading Focus This Week

• ✏️  Reviewing consonant clusters and introducing new clusters /ph/ and /wh/

• 🔡  Reviewing short vowel sounds, reading single-syllable words, and introducing the tricky word

“of”

• 📘  Reading stories from our decodable readers and answering questions using complete

sentences

🧠📚  Knowledge Focus This Week

Students will review and take the end-of-unit assessment for Nursery Rhymes and Fables. We will

then begin a new unit, From the Ground Up, where students will learn about the importance of

farms as a source of food and other products people use every day.

🔢🧮  Math Focus This Week

represent decomposition and composition addition stories with numbers 6-8 with drawings and

equations with no unknown

Then we will be able to solve add to with results unknown word problems to 8 with equations.

🔬🌍  Science & Social Studies

• 🍎👕🏠  In Science, students will identify basic animal needs: food, clothing, and shelter

📋⭐  Reminders

❄️  Practice and review all tricky words learned thus far

❄️  Review numbers 0–40

❄️  Practice Kindergarten sight words: his, this, by, had, when, be, blue, yellow

🎉❄️  Learning is Fun! ❄️

💖  Thank you for your continued support as we grow, learn, and celebrate our achievements

together!

First grade has had another wonderful week! We are completing the middle of the year iReady

testing and will be in contact with you regarding your student's academic progress. This week, we

will:
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ELAR: We will spell words with closed syllables, open syllables, VCe syllables, vowel teams, and r-

controlled syllables. We are learning about animals in their natural habitats and will use text

evidence to support an appropriate response to questions to our real aloud texts.

Math: We will order whole numbers up to 120 using place value and open number lines and create

and solve word problems with numbers to 40.

Science: We will identify and use patterns to describe weather characteristics and explain the

impact of weather on daily choices.

Social Studies: We will identify individuals who created new technology and understand how that

technology affects daily life, past and present.

This week, second graders have been busy learning across many subjects! In math, students used

different strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems and practiced explaining how and

why those strategies work—ask your child which strategy they like best and why it helps them solve

problems. In Knowledge, students explored informational texts by discussing beetles and other

insects, focusing on text features—ask them what makes an informational text different from a

story. During Skills, students brainstormed ideas, wrote a draft of a persuasive letter, and used an

editing checklist to improve their writing. In social studies, we identified landforms, bodies of water,

and continents by locating them on a map. In science, we observed objects in the sky and

compared how they can look different or more visible at certain times.

Please make sure to return your performance permission slip for music class. Our grade-level

performance will be in March, but students and Ms. Nicholes, our music teacher, has already

started preparing!

Also, don’t forget that homework is due on Fridays.

Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you need anything.

Enjoy your weekend!

Math: Next week, we will begin our fractions module. We will begin with representing fractions

greater than zero and less than or equal to one with denominators of 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8 using concrete

objects and pictorial models, including strip diagrams and number lines.

Science: We will continue to study the order of the planets in relation to the sun as well as explore

characteristics of each planet.

Language Arts: We are immersed in our Light and Sound unit. We are discovering that both light

and sound travel in wavelengths and that light travels significantly faster than sound. We are also

studying figurative language and elements of poetry!
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This week in 4th grade, we completed our iReady reading and math diagnostics. As we finish all

testing, please be on the lookout for growth reports and let your child's teacher know if you have

any questions. In reading, we are beginning our poetry unit. We will discuss stanzas, tone, rhythm

and all things related to writing a poem over the next few weeks. In math, we are finishing up our

unit related to geometry. This unit is very vocabulary heavy, but we have truly been rocking it. In

science, we've begun discussing seasons and the moon phases. In social studies, we are reading

about the rise of the Lone Star State, where we discuss the early days of Texas's annexation.

Should Texas be independent or part of the United States?

Math- We will continue in Module 4 on multiplying and dividing fractions. Please make sure to

practice multiplication facts with your Cougar!

ELAR-We will begin our unit on drama! The children will be learning about William Shakespeare and

begin reading one of his comedies.

Science- We are starting our unit on Earth, Moon, and Sun. Please make sure your child is studying

their Science journals on a daily basis. This will help to retain academic concepts gone over in

class. Thank you for your support

Dual Language- We will begin the week with a review of what we have learned and use that as a

springboard into the 5th grade dual language curriculum in English Language Arts and Spanish

Language Arts. We will emphasize the transfer of skills and knowledge to the English language to

be prepared for middle school: Our goal!
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The Specials rotation schedule has changed for the 25-26 school year. There will now be six (6)

sections for each grade level class. Please refer to your teacher's newsletter for your assigned

Specials day.
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PE - Coach Stanley - jennifer.stanley@jarrellisd.org

Parents please be sure to have your child wear appropriate gym attire when they are scheduled

to have PE for specials. Students are also welcome to bring a change of clothes, shoes, and a

water bottle.

Acceptable Gym Attire:

T - Shirt

Athletic Shorts (Hem should reach the ends of fingertips)

Skorts (Hem should reach the ends of fingertips)

Tennis Shoes

Art - Ms. Adams - karina.adams@jarrellisd.org

Art Club Information: Art Club will begin Monday January 12th from 3:45 - 4:15 PM. Students

must have a signed permission slip to attend and the club will be capped at 30 students per

semester.

Music - Ms. Nicholes - deidre.nicholes@jarrellisd.org

All musical performance dates will be shared through Parent Square!

Cougar Stage Crew: If you are interested in theater or creating stage props, come sign up!

If you have any large tin cans that you would like to donate to music, it would be greatly

appreciated!

Science Lab - Ms. Webb - sabrina.webb@jarrellisd.org

If you would like to donate any pencils or crayons to the science lab, it would be greatly

appreciated!
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Library -

Please make sure to return all books to the library. remove_red_eye 69
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Created with

Communicate quickly and effectively with interactive newsletters.

DCES Website

Use buttons to direct readers to different pages, Google Drive files or any other URL. Buttons are great for

the important things you want people to click on.

Double Creek Elementary Principal
Double is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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Smore empowers educators to connect with their community, streamline school communications,

and increase engagement.

Create a newsletter
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