5.5—SELECTION/INSPECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

Definitions
"Curriculum" means the sequences of public school student learning expectations, pacing, materials, and
resources that are used to teach the Arkansas academic standards and the processes for evaluating mastery
of the Arkansas academic standards at particular points in time throughout the kindergarten through grade
twelve (K-12) educational program.

“Gender identity" means the same as is used in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, Fifth Edition, which defines it as a category of social identity and refers to an individual’s
identification as male, female, or, occasionally, some category other than male or female.

"Instructional material" means instructional content that is provided to a public school student, regardless
of its format, that includes without limitation printed or representational materials, audio-visual materials,
and materials in electronic or digital format, such as materials accessible through the internet; however,
Instructional material does not include academic tests or academic assessments.

"Sexual orientation" means an individual’s actual or perceived orientation as heterosexual, homosexual,
or bisexual.

The use of instructional materials, including classroom events or activities associated with classroom
instruction, beyond those approved as part of the curriculum/textbook program must be compatible with
school and District Policies. If there is uncertainty concerning the appropriateness of supplemental
materials, the personnel desiring to use the materials shall get approval from the school’s principal and the
District curriculum review team prior to putting the materials into use.

All instructional materials, including classroom events or activities associated with classroom instruction,
used as part of the educational curriculum of a student shall be available for inspection by the parents or
guardians of the student.

Parents or guardians wishing to inspect instructional materials used as part of the educational curriculum
for their child may schedule an appointment with the student’s teacher and principal at a mutually
agreeable time. Parents/guardians wishing to challenge the appropriateness of any instructional materials
shall follow the procedures outlined in Policy 5.6—CHALLENGE OF
INSTRUCTIONAL/SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS.

In addition to all other inspection rights under this Policy, the following shall be made available for
inspection regardless of whether any of the listed items are offered as part of a sex education class or
program or as part of any other class, activity, or program:

Curricula;

Materials;

Tests;

Surveys;

Questionnaires;

Activities; and

Instruction of any kind.
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Except when directly related to a requirement under the Arkansas academic standards; a District
employee responding to questions posed by students during class regarding sex education, sexual
orientation, or gender identity as it relates to a topic of instruction; or a District employee refers to the
sexual orientation or gender identity of a historical person, group, or public figure when such information
provides necessary context in relation to a topic of instruction, the District shall provide written
notification to parents and legal guardians of their ability to exercise their rights under this Policy to
review items A-G above or to challenge and/or opt their student out of items under A-G above as
permitted under Policy 5.6. The District’s notification method shall ensure that the District receives a
confirmation of the written notification receipt from parents and legal guardians.

The same notification requirements and opt out options as above for gender identity and sexual
orientation shall apply to the sexual abuse and assault and human trafficking prevention education the
District provides to students.

The rights provided to parents under this Policy transfer to the student when he/she turns eighteen (18)
years old.

Cross Reference: 5.6—CHALLENGE TO INSTRUCTIONAL/SUPPLEMENTAL
MATERIALS

Legal References: 20 USC § 1232h
A.C.A. §6-16-155
A.C.A. §6-16-157
A.C.A. § 6-16-1006

Additional Reference: ASBA Model Policies
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