Changes to the Jones Elementary/Intermediate
2011-2012 Student Handbook & Code of Conduct

In addition to minimal editorial changes based on the TASB Model
Student Handbook:

P. 5 - Requesting Limited or No Contact with Student through
Electronic Media

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to communicate
with students through the use of electronic media within the scope of the individual’s
professional responsibilities. For example, a teacher may set up a social networking page
for his or her class that has information related to class work, homework, and tests. As a
parent, you are welcome to join or become a member of such a page.

An employee described above may also contact a student individually through electronic
media to communicate about items such as homework or upcoming tests.

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from
a district employee, please submit a written request to the campus principal stating this
preference.

P. 6 - Request for the Use of a Service Animal

A parent of a student who uses a service animal because of the student’s disability must
submit a request in writing to the principal at least ten district business days before
bringing the service animal on campus.

P. 6 - Parents of Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other
than English

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primary language is
not English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English. If
the student qualifies for these extra services, the Language Proficiency Assessment
Committee (LPAC) will determine the types of services the student needs, including
accommodations or modifications related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and
state-mandated assessments.



P. 10 - Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance

A note from the health-care provider must be submitted upon the student’s return to
campus.

P. 13 - Bullying

Bullying could include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing, assault, demands for money,
confinement, destruction of property, theft of valued possessions, name-calling, rumor-
spreading, and ostracism. In some cases, bullying can occur through electronic methods,
called “cyberbullying”.

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying, it is important for the
student or parent to notify a teacher, counselor, principal, or another district employee.
The administration will investigate any allegations of bullying and will take appropriate
disciplinary actions if an investigation indicates that bullying has occurred.

P. - 19 - Disruptions of School Operations

Disruptions of school operations are not tolerated and may constitute a misdemeanor
offense.

P.- 20 - Credit by Exam

A student in elementary school will be eligible to accelerate to the next grade level if the
student scores at least a 90 on each exam in the subject areas of language arts,
mathematics, science, and social studies.

If the district agrees to administer a test other than the one chosen by the district, the
student’s parent will be responsible for the cost of the exam.

P. 26 & 27 - Electronic Devices and Technology Resources

Possession and Use of Personal Telecommunications Devices, Including
Mobile Telephones

For safety purposes, the district permits students to possess personal mobile telephones;
however, these devices must remain turned off during the instructional day, including
during all testing, unless they are being used for approved instructional purposes. A
student must have approval to possess other telecommunications devices such as
netbooks, laptops, tablets, or other portable computers.



The use of mobile telephones or any device capable of capturing images is strictly
prohibited in locker rooms or restroom areas while at school or at a school-related or
school-sponsored event.

If a student uses a telecommunications device without authorization during the school
day, the device will be confiscated. The [student/parent] may pick up the confiscated
telecommunications device from the principal’s office for a fee of $15.

Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the student or the
student’s parents will be disposed of after the notice required by law. [See policy FNCE.]
In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student’s personal
telecommunications device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches on
page 42 and policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The
district will not be responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen telecommunications devices.

Possession and Use of Other Personal Electronic Devices

Except as described below, students are not permitted to possess or use personal
electronic devices such as MP3 players, video or audio recorders, DVD players, cameras,
games, e-readers, or other electronic devices at school, unless prior permission has been
obtained. Without such permission, teachers will collect the items and turn them in to the
principal’s office. The principal will determine whether to return items to students at the
end of the day or to contact parents to pick up the items.

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student’s personal electronic
device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches on page 42 and policy
FNEF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The
district will not be responsible for any damaged, lost, or stolen electronic device.

Instructional Use of Personal Telecommunications and Other Electronic

Devices

In some cases, students may find it beneficial or might be encouraged to use personal
telecommunications or other personal electronic devices for instructional purposes while
on campus. Students must obtain prior approval before using personal
telecommunications or other personal electronic devices for instructional use. Students
must also sign a user agreement that contains applicable rules for use (separate from this
handbook). When students are not using the devices for approved instructional purposes,
all devices must be turned off during the instructional day. Violations of the user
agreement may result in withdrawal of privileges and other disciplinary action.

Acceptable Use of District Technology Resources

To prepare students for an increasingly technological society, the district has made an
investment in the use of district-owned technology resources for instructional purposes;
specific resources may be issued individually to students. Use of these technological
resources, which include the district’s network systems and use of district equipment is
restricted to approved purposes only. Students and parents will be asked to sign a user
agreement (separate from this handbook) regarding use of these district resources.
Violations of this the user agreement may result in withdrawal of privileges and other
disciplinary action.



Unacceptable and Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources

Students are prohibited from sending, posting, accessing, or displaying electronic
messages that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, damaging
to another’s reputation, or illegal. This prohibition applies to conduct off school property,
whether the equipment used to send such messages is district-owned or personally
owned, if it results in a substantial disruption to the educational environment. Any person
taking, disseminating, transferring, or sharing obscene, sexually oriented, lewd, or
otherwise illegal images or other content, commonly referred to as “sexting,” will be
disciplined according to the Student Code of Conduct and may, in certain circumstances,
be reported to law enforcement.

P. 27 - Extra Curricular Activities

Meals — Brackett ISD will no longer provide meals to students who are participating in
extracurricular activities. Exceptions may be made when students leave before lunch.
Exceptions may also be made when a student advances beyond district level competition.

P.- 30 - Hazing

Hazing is defined as any intentional, knowing, or reckless act occurring on or off campus
directed against a student that endangers the mental or physical health or the safety of a
student for the purpose of pledging, being initiated to, affiliating with, holding office in,
or maintaining membership in any organization whose members are or include other
students.

Hazing will not be tolerated by the district. If an incident of hazing occurs, disciplinary
consequences will be handled in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. It is a
criminal offense if a person engages in hazing; solicits, encourages, directs, aids, or
attempts to aid another in hazing; or has firsthand knowledge of an incident of hazing
being planned or having occurred and fails to report this to the principal or
superintendent.

P.- 32- School Health Advisory Council (SHAC)

The duties of the SHAC range from recommending curriculum to developing strategies
for integrating curriculum into a coordinated school health program encompassing school
health services, counseling services, a safe and healthy school environment, recess
recommendations, and employee wellness.

P. 35 - Limited English Proficient Students

A student with limited English proficiency (LEP) is entitled to receive specialized
services from the district. To determine whether the student qualifies for services, a
Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) will be formed, which will consist



of both district personnel and at least one parent representative. The student’s parent must
consent to any services recommended by the LPAC for a LEP student.

In order to determine a student’s level of proficiency in English, the LPAC will use
information from a variety of assessments. If the student qualifies for services and once a
level of proficiency has been established, the LPAC will then designate instructional
accommodations or additional special programs the student will require to eventually
become proficient at grade level work in English. Ongoing assessments will be conducted
to determine a student’s continued eligibility for the program.

The LPAC will also determine whether certain accommodations are necessary for any
state-mandated assessments. The STAAR-L, as mentioned at Standardized Testing,
below, may be administered to a LEP student. The Texas English Language Proficiency
Assessment System (TELPAS) will also be administered to LEP students who qualify for
services.

If a student is considered LEP and receives special education services because of a
qualifying disability, the student’s ARD committee will make these decisions.

P.39 - Assessments

Because the 2011-2012 school year is the first year of implementation of the STAAR,
students will not be required by state law to perform satisfactorily on the grade 5
STAARs for this one year only in order to be promoted to the next grade level.

P. 43 - Electronic Devices

Use of district-owned equipment and its network systems is not private and will be
monitored by the district. [See policy CQ for more information.]

Any searches of personal telecommunications or other personal electronic devices will be
conducted in accordance with law, and the device may be confiscated in order to perform
a lawful search. A confiscated device may be turned over to law enforcement to
determine whether a crime has been committed.

P. 44 - STAAR

Grades 3-8

In addition to routine tests and other measures of achievement, students at certain grade
levels will take state-mandated assessments, such as the STAAR, in the following
subjects:

m Mathematics, annually in grades 3-8

m Reading, annually in grades 3—8

m Writing, including spelling and grammar, in grades 4 and 7

m Science in grades 5 and 8



m Social Studies in grade 8

Successful performance on the reading and math assessments in grades 5 and 8 is
required by law in order for the student to be promoted to the next grade level. For the
2011-2012 school year only, this requirement will be waived. See Promotion and
Retention on page 38 for additional information.

STAAR Modified and STAAR Alternate, for students receiving special education
services, will be available for eligible students, as determined by the student’s ARD
committee.

STAAR-L is a linguistically accommodated assessment that is available for certain
limited English proficient (LEP) students, as determined by the student’s Language
Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC).

Changes to the Code of Conduct:

In most instances “will” was changed to “shall”

AGGRAVATED ROBBERY — HB 968 amends Chapter 37 to require the felony offense
of aggravated robbery under Stection 29.03 of the Penal Code now to be included as a
mandatory DAEP placement.

COURSEWORK NOTICE. SB 49 amended Section 37.008 of the Education Code to
ensure parents are properly informed about their child’s options for completing
coursework while in DAEP.

Effective August 2010, the Administrative Code requires districts to have procedures for
administering academic assessments to students assigned to a DAEP for a period of 90
days or longer upon initial placement and subsequently on the date of release, or as near
that date as possible.

BREACH OF COMPUTER SECURITY. HB 1224 adds the offense of breach of
computer security under the Penal Code as a permissive expellable offense if a student
accesses a district’s computers, computer system or computer network and knowingly
alters, damages, or deletes district property or information.

TIRE DEFLATION DEVICE. SB 1416 amends Section 46.05 of the Penal Code to
include a tire deflation device in the list of prohibited weapons. Additionally, we have
added the Penal Code definition of tire deflation device to the glossary

SB 407 amends the Penal Code and Family Code regarding offenses by students
involving the electronic transmission of certain visual material depicting a minor,
commonly referred to as “sexting.” Bullying can occur through electronic methods,
called “cyberbullying”.
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