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Family Guide to Student Reports  

Spring 2022 AK STAR Assessments 

English Language Arts and Mathematics 

The Purpose of the AK STAR Assessments 

Alaska has implemented an innovative approach to a balanced assessment system called the Alaska 

System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR). The system includes the MAP Growth interim assessments 

administered in the fall and winter as well as the AK STAR English Language Arts (ELA) and 

mathematics summative assessments administered each spring.  

The AK STAR summative assessments are administered each spring to students in grades 3-9. The AK 
STAR assessments were developed to provide information on student achievement, areas of strength 
and need, and progress toward mastery of the skills and concepts outlined in the Alaska English 
Language Arts and Mathematics Standards. The AK STAR assessments also provide information to 
parents, educators, policy makers, and communities about how Alaska’s schools and districts are 
performing. They provide information to help schools improve and to meet the State Board of 
Education’s Mission, “An excellent education for every student every day.”  

What’s Next? - Next Steps in ELA Learning and Mathematics 

The ELA assessment encompasses reading, writing, and language. Items in the reading portion of the 
AK STAR assessment are derived from the reading passages that represent various genres of both 
literary and informational texts at a student’s grade level. The mathematics assessment encompasses 
content and argumentation & modeling at the student’s grade level. 

The full list of performance expectations and achievement examples is available on the AK STAR 
Results webpage. 

As a family member, you can connect with your student’s teacher to identify and discuss areas of 
strength or areas of need. The Individual Student Report provides student-level data to support 
student’s progress, performance, and identify content domains for which students were able to 
successfully answer related questions. It can help to answer, “is my student on track?” and “what are 
my student’s relative strengths and suggested areas of focus?”. 

You may also want to visit the DEED (Department of Education and Early Development) website for 
resources such as the AK STAR practice tests and the Alaska English Language Arts and Mathematics 
Standards – these standards provide information on what your student should know and be able to do. 

Learn more about Alaska’s statewide assessments at the AK STAR Families and Community and AK 
STAR Results webpages.  

https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/results
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/results
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://education.alaska.gov/standards
https://education.alaska.gov/standards
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/families-and-community
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/results
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/results
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What will I see on the AK STAR Reports? 

The following is a brief description of what is included in the student report. A detailed annotated description is provided on page 3. 
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AK STAR Sample Report 

 

Reading the AK STAR Individual Student Report 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP Suite Family Toolkit 

Resources include videos, fact 
sheets, guides, and an FAQ to help 
families understand the basics of 
the MAP Growth assessment: 
what it is, what it measures, how 
it works, and what a RIT score is. 

Achievement Level Explorer Tool 

The ALE tool will allow 
families to access the  
progression of grade-
 level performance 
expectations defined by 
your state's standards-
based achievement 
level descriptors 

AK STAR Student Readiness resources 

The AK STAR Student 
Readiness resources 
include the Educator 
Guide to Student 
Readiness, the AK STAR 
Student Video Tutorial, 
and Student Readiness 
support resources by 
grade as well as the AK 
STAR Practice Test.  

Item Types 

Specific item types 
students may see are 
outlined in the 
document linked above 
and are taken from the 
AK STAR ELA and math 
Practice Tests. 

* Please click the title in blue to be directed to a link for each resource 
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https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/student-readiness
https://ald-explorer.nwea.org/
https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/assessment-design/AKSTAR_ItemTypes.pdf
education.alaska.gov
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