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ACT Cut Scores



2



3



4



5



6



7

● Illinois’ benchmarks for English language arts proficiency were the most restrictive in the 
country, resulting in the mislabeling of high-achieving, college-ready students as “not 
proficient.”  
○ In 4th grade math, Illinois had the most difficult-to-reach proficiency benchmark in the 

nation, according to the National Assessment for Educational Progress.  
○ For every other grade and subject, our proficiency benchmarks ranked among the top 

four most restrictive.  
● When ISBE adopted the SAT as the state’s high school assessment in 2017, the 

benchmarks for proficiency were set 60 points higher in English language arts and 10 points 
higher in math than the College Board’s own research-informed national college readiness 
benchmarks. 
○ This meant that students who were succeeding in school—passing Advanced 

Placement and dual credit courses, taking on leadership roles, and enrolling in 
college—were often still labeled “not proficient” on the state assessment. 

● In science, the challenge was reversed—the benchmark was too low, overstating student 
mastery. This also led to confusion and inflated results that didn’t align with classroom 
performance or readiness expectations. 

Restrictive Illinois’ Benchmarks
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ISBE’s ACT Cut Scores
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