
4.63—STUDENT RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION AND STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
 
The District does not allow the discrimination against a student based on a student’s voluntary religious 
expression, if any. At the same time, the District shall provide a process to eliminate any actual or perceived 
sponsorship or attribution to the District of a student's public voluntary expression of a religious viewpoint, if 
any. 
 

Student Assignments 
Student assignments include, but are not limited to: 
● Homework; 
● Classwork; 
● Artwork; and 
● Other written or oral assignments. 
 
A student may express the student’s religious viewpoint, if any, in the student’s assignments without 
discrimination based on the religious content, if any. A student's assignments shall: 
1. Be graded and judged: 

○ By ordinary academic standards of substance and relevance; and 

○ Against other conventional, pedagogical topics as identified by the District curriculum; and 
2. Not be penalized or rewarded based on the religious content, if any, of the student’s assignments. 
 

Student Presentations 
A student's expression of a religious viewpoint, if any, on an otherwise permissible subject shall not be excluded 
from a forum, whether oral or in writing, where students are allowed to speak. 
 
The District has the right to restrict student speech that is inappropriate in the school setting by being obscene, 
vulgar, offensively lewd, or indecent. 
 
Review of written student forums shall be handled in accordance with Policy 4.14—STUDENT MEDIA AND 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE. 
 
If the forum is a scheduled event with designated student speakers, the building principal shall have an 
opportunity to review pre-written remarks prior to the student’s presentation at the scheduled forum. The 
principal may require the student to amend the student’s remarks to the extent necessary to address any portions 
that are determined to be inappropriate. A student’s refusal to amend the remarks that were determined to be 
inappropriate may be prohibited from participation in the forum. A student who diverts from the approved pre-
written remarks during a speech in such a manner that is determined to be inappropriate by the building 
principal or another present District staff member may be asked to return to the approved remarks. If a student 
refuses to return to the approved remarks or continues to divert from the approved remarks in a manner that is 
determined to be inappropriate may be escorted from the forum and disciplined in accordance with the 
District’s Student Code of Conduct. 
 
If the timing or format of the forum does not provide for pre-written remarks to be reviewed, then the building 
principal or other District staff shall have the authority to address a student whose remarks are determined to be 
inappropriate. The building principal or District staff member shall initially ask the student to cease the 



inappropriate remarks. If the student refuses or makes additional inappropriate remarks after being directed to 
cease such remarks, Then the building principal or District staff member may escort the student from the forum 
and the student may be disciplined in accordance with the District’s Student Code of Conduct. 
 
There shall be a disclaimer that a student speaker's speech does not reflect the endorsement, sponsorship, 
position, or expression of the District. The disclaimer shall be provided at all forums where students speak and 
at all graduation ceremonies. The disclaimer shall be provided orally or in writing as most appropriately fits the 
format of the forum. 
 
Information on how to participate in a student forum shall be provided to all students. 
 
 
Legal References: A.C.A. § 6-10-138 

A.C.A. § 6-18-101 
A.C.A. § 6-18-1201 et seq. 
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