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DATE OF MEETING: January 25, 2022 
 
TITLE: Presentation on Amphitheater Course Catalog  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
BACKGROUND:  
In Fall 2021, Beth Lake, Community and Family Engagement Coordinator, and Matt Munger conducted a 
comprehensive review of the Amphitheater’s Course Catalog to consider potential revisions, updates and 
information that should be made to the existing Course Catalog.  
 
The review included potential changes to the Course Catalog and Tyler SIS that would create alignment between 
the course names in the Course Catalog, Tyler course numbers and student transcripts. 
 
Included in the review were the following team members: 
• Michael Warrick, Student Data Management and Systems Analyst 
• Karla Campillo-Soto, District Literacy Coordinator  
• Polly Kimminau, District Math Coordinator 
• Pam Vandivort, District Science Coordinator 
 
The presentation to the Governing Board will include a review of the following topics 
• Course description changes 
• Course name changes 
• Course number changes 
• Alignment of course names and course numbers as reflected on transcript 
• Newly included resources for parents and students  
• Changes to weighted grades 
• Forthcoming plans for Middle School Course Catalog 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
RECOMMENDATION:   
This is presented to the Governing Board as an informational item. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
INITIATED BY: 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Matthew Munger       Date: January 18, 2022 
Associate Superintendent for Secondary Education 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 Todd A. Jaeger, J.D., Superintendent 
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Rationale for Updates and Revisions 

In Fall 2022, at the request of the Superintendent, a committee was formed to conduct a 
comprehensive review of Amphitheater’s Course Catalog, which included a review and revision 
of course names and course descriptions. 

As part of the review and revisions, we specifically evaluated current course names and the 
impact on student interest, as well as, the perceived academic experience students would 
receive in courses, such as English 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

Additionally, we reviewed the current formatting of course descriptions and the student or 
parent experience when reading the descriptions. 

Furthermore, we consider new features that could provide supporting information to students 
and parents as they looked at potential courses for the current/following year(s). Moreover, we 
also looked at creating alignment between the published Academic Guide, course numbers in 
Tyler and information that appeared on student transcripts.



Course Name Changes



Course Name Changes



Course Description Changes

Student/Parent user friendly



Course Description Changes

Revise language to create 
interest without intimidation



Course Description Changes



Alignment of Course Info

Revision of course numbers 
promotes:
• Clarity between 1st and

2nd semester courses for
students, parents, 
teachers, counselors and 
post-secondary schools

• Improves accuracy and 
predictability with Tyler 
scheduling tools. 



Alignment of Course Info



Alignment 

Academic 
Guide 

Transcript

Alignment 
of Course 

Information

Tyler SIS

Revisions in Academic Guide, Tyler and 
Student Transcripts creates consistent
appearance in all three areas.



Resources/Info for 
Students and Parents 



Next Steps
Starting in Summer 2022, we will 
begin work on a unified Middle 
School Academic Guide
The Academic Guide book will 
provide students and parents with 
information on:
• Course opportunities

• Program and career pathways that 
students will have the opportunity 
to pursue in Amphitheater

• Information on 4 Year Academic 
Plans

• Educational Career Action Plans
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