GOVERNING BOARD AGENDA ITEM
s AMPHITHEATER UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 10

AMPHITHEATER

DATE OF MEETING: January 25, 2022

TITLE: Presentation on Amphitheater Course Catalog

BACKGROUND:

In Fall 2021, Beth Lake, Community and Family Engagement Coordinator, and Matt Munger conducted a
comprehensive review of the Amphitheater’s Course Catalog to consider potential revisions, updates and
information that should be made to the existing Course Catalog.

The review included potential changes to the Course Catalog and Tyler SIS that would create alignment between
the course names in the Course Catalog, Tyler course numbers and student transcripts.

Included in the review were the following team members:

e  Michael Warrick, Student Data Management and Systems Analyst
o Karla Campillo-Soto, District Literacy Coordinator

e Polly Kimminau, District Math Coordinator

e Pam Vandivort, District Science Coordinator

The presentation to the Governing Board will include a review of the following topics
Course description changes

Course name changes

Course number changes

Alignment of course names and course numbers as reflected on transcript

Newly included resources for parents and students

Changes to weighted grades

Forthcoming plans for Middle School Course Catalog

RECOMMENDATION:
This is presented to the Governing Board as an informational item.
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Rationale for Updates and Revisions

In Fall 2022, at the request of the Superintendent, a committee was formed to conduct a
comprehensive review of Amphitheater’s Course Catalog, which included a review and revision
of course names and course descriptions.

As part of the review and revisions, we specifically evaluated current course names and the
impact on student interest, as well as, the perceived academic experience students would
receive in courses, such as English 9, 10, 11 and 12.

Additionally, we reviewed the current formatting of course descriptions and the student or
parent experience when reading the descriptions.

Furthermore, we consider new features that could provide supporting information to students
and parents as they looked at potential courses for the current/following year(s). Moreover, we
also looked at creating alignment between the published Academic Guide, course numbers in
Tyler and information that appeared on student transcripts.

AMPHITHEATER
Public Schools



Course Name Changes

Public Schools

|
Section: ENGoog || English g
Grade: g | All Year Il Course offered at: 4 HS
Prerequisites: None
This on-level course concentrates on grammar and usage, spelling, vocabulary development,
sentence and paragraphwriting, and research skills. Reading instruction includes an intensive — — —
study of the elements of fiction and informational texts. Listening and speaking skills are Course: ENGo B Engllsh 9: Analyzmg Cultural Connections
develloped through class discussions and oral presentations. Independent reading is a througﬂ Literature
requirement. Grade: g | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS

Prerequisites: None

Section: ENGo16 || Honors English 9 Students will have an opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills applied to
Grade: g | All Year : IRHS literature. Through an intensive analysis of fiction and informational texts, students will:
Prerequisites: Honors English eligibility and teacher recommendai » Develop personal perspectives about challenges, relationships, and connections
This course concentrates on a survey of classical literature with an empha roving among different cultures
critical thinking and reading skills. Compasition instruction focuses on literary analy + Concentrate on research skills applied to reading‘ writi ng, ||'5ter|i|'|g‘ and speaking_
narrative and research writing, and includes applied grammar and vocabulary development. = Apply their critical thinking skills to class discussions and oral presentations (an integral
Listening and spez.lkinlg skills are develope.d through cla'._:s discus‘sions and oral presentations. part of the program)
Independent reading is a requirement. This course carries a weighted grade. ndent reading is a requirement

Section: ENGo1o English 10
Grade: 10 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS
Prerequisites: English g Course: ENGo16A/ENGo16B Honors Enghsh q: Classical Literature and

This on-level course concentrates on the writing process from pre-writing to revision, with an
emphasis on writing for various purposes. Students read, discuss, and analyze selected poetry,
short stories, novels, drama, and non-fiction. Listening and speaking skills are developed Grade=5 | All Year .
through class discussions and oral presentations. Independent reading is a requirement. Prerequisites: Honors/AP English eligibility and teacher recommendation
Inthis course, students will have an opportunity to exercise their critical thinking and
reading skills applied to classic literature. Compaosition instruction includes applied grammar
and vocabulary development, and focuses on:

* Literary analysis

» MNarrative and research writing

+ Independent reading is a requirement
In addition, students have ample opportunities to apply their critical thinking skills to class
discussions and oral presentations as an integral part of this program.
This course carries a weighted grade.

Composition




Course Name Changes
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Current (SY2021-22) Course Names and Course Codes:

New (SY2022-23) Course Names and Course Codes:

Electives: Electives:

¢ Spanish for Spanish Speakers | MLGO30 e Spanish for Nafive Speakers | MLGO30A/MLGO30B

e Spanish for Spanish Speakers I MLGO31 e Spanish for Nafive Speakers MLGO3TA/MLGO31B

e Spanish for Spanish Speakers i MLGO032 e Spanish for Nafive Speakers |l MLGO32A/MLGO32B

English: English:

e English @ ENGO09 e English 2: Analyzing Cultural Connections ENGOOZA/ENGO09B
through Literature

e Honors English 9 ENGO16 e Honors English ?: Classical Literature and ENGO16A/ENGO16B
Composition

e English 10 ENGO10 e English 10: Discovering a Personal Point of | ENGO10A/ENGO10B
View

e Honors English 10 ENGO1/ e Honors English 10: Analysis of Literafure ENGOI1/A/ENGO1/B
and Composition

e English 11 ENGOT1 1 e English 11: America through Literature ENGOI11A/ENGOT1B

e English 12 ENGO012 e English 12: The British Classics ENGO12A/ENGO12B

Math: Math:

e Advanced Geomefry MTHO13 e Honors Geometry MTHO13A/MTHO13B

¢ Advanced Algebra ll MTHOO4 e Honors Algebra ll MTHOO4A/MTHOO4B




Course Description Changes

Public Schools

Section: ENGo1g AP English Language & Composition

Grade: 11 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS

Prerequisites: Honors/AP English eligibility or A/B in Honors English g & 10, and teacher

recommendation

This course concentrates on an intensive survey of American literature and non-fiction, and
prepares a student to take the College Board’s Advanced Placement exam in Language and
Composition. Students analyze and interpret texts while identifying and explaining the author's
use of rhetorical strategies and techniques. Students write in a variety of genres and contexts
including rhetorical analysis, argumentation, persuasion, and synthesis of research. Listening
and speaking skills are developed through class discussions and polished oral presentations.
Independent reading is a requirement. Each school has required summer reading to be
completed before the fall semester begins. Please visit the English/Language Arts Department

website for the list. This course carries a weighted grade.

Student/Parent user friendly

Course: ENGo19A/ENGo1gB AP English Language & Composition
Grade: 12 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS
Prerequisites: Honors/AP English eligibility or A/B in Honors English g & 10, and teacher
recommendation

This course concentrates on an intensive survey of American literature and non-fiction, and
prepares a student to take the College Board’s Advanced Placement exam in Language and
Composition.

In this course, students use their critical thinking skills to analyze and interpret text when:

This course carries a weighted grade.

|dentifying and explaining the author's use of rhetorical strategies and technigues
Writing in a variety of genres and contexts, including rhetorical analysis, argumentation,
persuasion, and synthesis of research

Developing listening and speaking skills through class discussions and polished oral
presentations

Independent reading is a requirement

Each school has a reguired summer reading list to be completed before the fall semester
begins. Please visit the English/Language Arts Department website for the list.

This course carries a weighted grade

For more information on this class, please visit the AP site




Course Description Changes

Public Schools

Section: SCloo3 Chemistry

Grade: 10-12 All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS
Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra Il preferred; current science teacher approval required
This course covers topics such as atomic structure, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, gas laws,
bonding, and acid-base chemistry. Considerable time is spent executing analytical labs with
accuracy being an essential component of success. Fee applied to students taking this as a
fourth science course.

Course: SCloo3A/SCloo3B l(:hemistryr

Grade: 10-12 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS

Prerequisites: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra Il preferred; current science teacher approval required

Chemistry is the study of the behaviors and characteristics of matter- and matter is what makes

up all things, both living and non-living. Students will have the opportunity practice critical

thinking, problem-solving, collaboration and communication via:

. ¢ Developing and using modes to explore atomic structure

Revise Ia nguage to create » Investigating chemical reactions, conservation of matter, gas laws, chemical bonding

interest without intimidation 2nd acid-base charactenistics | .

» |nvestigating phenomena through analytical laboratory experiments

» Evaluating how the use of chemistry-related technologies have impacted societies
ethically, socially, politically and economically

¢ Practicing laboratory skills and accuracy goals

Fee applied to students taking this as a fourth science course.




Course Description Changes

Public Schools

Section: MTHo18 AP Statistics

Grade: 11-12 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS

Prerequisites: Grade of "C" or better in Pre-Calculus or Advanced Alg. Il or "A” in Alg. Il

This college-level course covers four major content areas: exploring data, designing studies,
probability, and statistical inference and is equivalent to a one-semester college course in
statistics. Students may elect to take the AP Statistics Test which may give them one semester
of college math credit. This class may be taken concurrently with other math classes.

This course carries a weighted grade.

Course: MTHo18A/MTHo18B AP Statistics

Grade: 11-12 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS
Prerequisites: Grade of "C” or better in Pre-Calculus or Honors Alg. Il or "A” in Alg. Il
AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course focusing on the major concepts
and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students develop an
understanding of statistics using technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as
they explore concepts. Students may elect to take the AP Statistics Exam which may give them
one semester college math credit. This course may be taken concurrently with other math
courses. In this course, students will...
s Explore one- and two-variable data
» Collect data
= Study probability, random variables, and probability distributions.
* Understand sampling distributions
= Develop an understanding of and work with Inference for Categorical and Quantitative
Data
» Interact with the digital platform, SaplingPlus, which extends the learning with an
interactive eBook, a variety of video supports, and online homework with error-specific
feedback
» Formore information on this class, please visit the AP site.

This course carries a weighted grade.




Public Schools

Alignment of Course Info .
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Alignment of Course Info

Public Schools

so|Ironwood Ridge High School Grd 11 17-18 Fall Ironwaod Ridge High School Grd 11 17-18 Fall
)

- AP Calculus AB A- 050 AP Calculus AB Part 1 A- 0.50 ‘
20 Marching Band A+ 0.50 ¢ Marching Band A+ 0.50 -'
'0 Jazz Combo A+ 0.50 Jazz Combo A A+ 0.50 /
' B+ 0.50f! i B+  0.50
50 US/AZ History I ‘ US/AZ History A A 0.50
30 ettt gineering A- 0.50 lering A 0.50 J,.'
30 DeS'Q" Design A -
50 English 11 Part 1 A 0.50 English 11: America through A 0.50 /
)0JCrd Att: 3.50 Cmp: 3.50 Weighted GPA: 4.1429 Literature A .
50 _ _ _ Crd Att: 3.50 Cmp: 3.50 Weighted GPA: 4.1429 |
50fironwood Ridge High School Grd 11 17-18 Spring

AP Calculus AB A 0.50}1C

Jazz Combo A+ Ironwood Ridge High School Grd 11 17-18 Spring

9 : AP Calculus AB Part 2 A 0.50 |
US/AZ History Jazz Combo B A+ 0.50 (
30 m —HoporstheristryB0— B+ 0.50
50 Introduction to Engineering US/AZ History B A- 0.50
50 Design V Tnd Ensemble A+ 0.50
_?0 English 11 Part 2 A+ 0.50 U Introduction to Engineering A 0.50 :
Olcrd Att: 3.50 Cmp: 3.50 Weighted GPA: 4.1429 Design B |
50 F English 11: America through A 0.50 |
C Literature B
Crd Att: 3.50 Cmp: 3.50 Weighted GPA: 4.1429 III

— B —— - ——
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Revisions in Academic Guide, Tyler and
Student Transcripts creates consistent
appearance in all three areas.

Alignment
of Course
Information
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Resources/Info for

Students and Parents

EDUCATION AND CAREER ACTION PLAN (ECAP)
“Effective for the graduating class of 2013, schools shall complete for every student in grades g9-12 an Arizona
Education and Career Action Plan.” (R7-2-302.05) “An ECAP reflects a student’s current plan of coursework,
career aspirations, and extended learning opportunities in order to develop the student’s individual academic
and career goals. ldeally, the initial plan will be developed in middle school and updated on a yearly basis
ation)

throughout high school and the postsecondary years.” (Arizona Departmentg

, Major Clarity, to Help students build

syith access to#

The Amphitheater School District supports the use of our online progra
their ECAP’s. The student and parent accounts may be created at any ti at any time via the

ase refer to the counseling web page for more information.

oMfE statewide high school achievement test, which will be administered to students in Grade g.
The Asplre test assess students’ readiness in five areas covered by the ACT test: English, math, reading,
science and writing. Beginning in spring 2022, this test will replace the AASA (formerly AZMerit).

ACT is the statewide high school achievement test, which will be administered to students in Grade 11. The
ACT test covers five academic skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, scientific reasoning and
writing. Beginning in spring 2022, this test will replace the AASA (formerly AZMerit).

Course: MTHo18A/MTHo18B

AP Statistics

Grade:11-12 | All Year Course offered at: AHS CDO IRHS
Prerequisites: Grade of "C” or better in Pre-Calculus or Honors Alg. Il or "A” in Alg. Il
AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course focusing on the major concepts
and toals for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students develop an
understanding of statistics using technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as
they explore concepts. Students may elect to take the AP Statistics Exam which may give them
one semester college math credit. This course may be taken concurrently with other math
courses. In this course, students will...
+ Explore one- and two-variable data
+ Collect data
+ Study probability, random variables, and probability distributions.
+ Understand sampling distributions
» Develop an understanding of and work with Inference for Categorical and Quantitative
Data
« Interact with the digital platform, SaplingPlus, which extends the learning with an
interactive eBook, a variety of video supports, and online homework with error-specific
feedback
= For more information on this class, please vi

This course carries a weighted grade.

requirernent _Ii‘CI state universities.

[\

This course does not meet NCAA Clearinghouse requirements for collegiate student-athletes.

This course counts as a math requirement "_"u' gr aduatio r-level math

I

AZS5CI
AZ5Cl is a standards-based assessment that measures student proficiency of the Arizona Academic Content
Standard in Science. A passing score on AzSCl is not required for graduation.

CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION (CPR)

jzona Senate Bill school districts shall provide public school pupils with one or
more training sessions in Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), through the use of psychomotor skills in an
age-appropriate manner, during high school.

FINANCIAL LITERACY/PERSONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
The-Stedeaflrizona Senate Bill 118 states that scheeldtstrTTts shall provide public school pupils with

financial literacy and personal financial management instruction during the Economics course.




Next Steps

Starting in Summer 2022, we will
begin work on a unified Middle
School Academic Guide

The Academic Guide book will
provide students and parents with
information on:

* Course opportunities

* Program and career pathways that
students will have the opportunity

to pursue in Amphitheater

* Information on 4 Year Academic
Plans

* Educational Career Action Plans

AMPHITHEATER
Public Scbhools:s

MIDDLE SCHOOL
ACADEMIC GUIDE

FIND YOUR PATHWAY
TO SUCCESS

2023-2024

Course Catalog

amphi.com
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